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QUARTERLY  communication. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  December  7,  A.  D.  1863,  A.  L.  5863, 


Present : 

Bro.  David  C.  Skerrett, 

“  Lucius  H.  Scott, 

“  John  L.  Goddard,  . 

“  Richard  Yaux,  .  . 

“  Peter  Williamson, 

“  William  H.  Adams, 

“  James  L.  Taylor,  . 

“  James  Harper,  .  . 

“  Josiaii  Randall, 

“  Samuel  H.  Perkins, 

“  William  Barger,  . 

“  James  Page,  .  .  . 

“  Peter  Fritz,  .  .  . 

“  William  Whitney,  . 

“  James  Hutchinson,  . 

“  Henry  M.  Phillips, 

“  John  Thomson,  .  . 

“  Charles  M.  Howell, 
“  Joseph  L.  Stichter, 

“  George  H.  McCabe, 

“  William  M.  Stewart, 
“  George  W.  Sweeney, 
“  Christian  F  Knapp, 

“  Israel  L,  Craft, 

“  A.  M.  Pollock,  .  . 

“  Ammi  Bond.  .  .  . 


R.  W.  Grand  Master. 

“  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
11  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
11  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
11  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Grand  Secretary. 
Assistant  Grand  SeGy. 

Past  Grand  Master. 
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District  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
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Bro.  Richard  Vaux,  . 


a 


u 


William  H.  Adams, 


u 


George  W.  Wood,  . 
Robert  P.  King, 

R  ev.  Bro.  John  Chambers, 
Bro.  N.  J  Hatfield,  .  . 

“  Attwood  Smith,  .  . 

James  Ferguson, 

John  Bolt,  .  .  . 

Fred’k  Hoffmann,  Jr., 
William  B.  Schnider, 


U 


u 


4C 


(  Representative  of  the  GNd  Lodges 
of  New  York  and  Illinois. 

(  Representative  of  the  GYd  Lodge 
\  of  Missouri. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

j-  Grand  Stewards. 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 


One  hundred  and  one  Lodges  represented. 

Grand  Lodge  opened  in  ample  form  at  quarter  past 
six  o’clock  P.  M. 


This  being  the  evening  designated  by  our  rules  and 
regulations  for  holding  the  annual  election  for  officers, 
the  P.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  folio  wing- 
named  brethren  tellers : 

For  votes  by  members,  .  .  .  Bro.  John  Thomson, 

“  George  H.  McCabe, 

“  Chas.  M.  Howell. 

For  votes  by  proxy,  ....  Bro.  James  Hutchinson, 

“  William  Lilly, 

“  A.  M.  Pollock. 

For  votes  by  jewels,  ....  Bro.  Henry  M.  Phillips, 

“  Wm.  L.  Stewart, 

“  Joseph  S.  Riley. 

The  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  a  ballot. 

After  report  of  the  tellers,  the  P.  W.  Grand  Master 
announced  the  following  Brethren  elected  to  their 
respective  offices  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year. 
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Bro.  David  C.  Skerrett, 
“  Lucius  H.  Scott, 

“  John  L.  Goddard,  . 
“  Richard  Yaux,  . 

“  Peter  Williamson, 

“  William  H.  Adams. 


E.  W  Grand  Master. 

“  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

“  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
“  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
“  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  Grand  Secretary. 


The  following  Brethren  were  also  elected : 


Trustees  of  Girard  Bequest. 

Brothers  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  James  Hutchinson,  David 
Boyd,  David  Jayne,  and  George  Thomson. 

Trustees  of  Masonic  Loan. 

Brothers  William  Badger,  James  Shields,  William  Barger, 
John  TJ.  Giller,  and  Alex.  Kirkpatrick,  in  connection  with 
the  elective  Grand  Officers. 


Trustees  of  Grand  Lodge  Cliai'ity  Fund. 

Brothers  Joseph  S.  Riley,  William  S.  Black,  Angus  N.  Mac- 
pherson,  Jacob  Loudenslager  and  George  Griscom. 

Xo  further  business;  Grand  Lodge  closed  in  har¬ 
mony,  at  quarter  to  eleven  o’clock,  P.  M.,  to  the  third 
Monday  in  December,  1863. 

WM.  H.  ADAMS, 

Grand  Secretary. 


\ 
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EXTRA  QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Philadelphia,  December  21st,  1863,  A.  L.  5863. 

Present,  Brother  David  C.  Skerrett,  Bight  Worship¬ 
ful  Grand  Master,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in 
their  respective  stations  and  places. 

Forty-seven  Lodges  represented. 

The  Grand  Lodge  opened  in  ample  form  at  half-past 
six  o’clock  P.  M. 


The  following  report  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
was  read,  and  approved,  and  on  motion  ordered  to  be 
printed,  to  wit: 

REPORT  OE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 
respectfully  present  the  following  Annual  Report  of  the  Financial 
Affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Nov.  15, 1863. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  quarterly  the  accounts  of  the 
Hall  Committee,  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the  Grand  Secretary, 
and  have  found  them  uniformly  correct. 

The  Account  Books  and  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  kept 
in  the  most  neat  and  correct  manner  by  the  officers  having  charge 
of  them.  They  have  taken  full  vouchers  and  exercised  a  general 
care  over  the  true  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We  now  present  a  condensed  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
payments  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  past  year,  as  follows  : 


He  has  received, 

Balance  last  account, 

Dues  from  Lodges, 

Dispensations, 

Rents  of  Stores, 

Do.  of  Chapters  and  Mark  Lodges, 


$  181  62 
23,959  58 
2,180  00 
5,315  00 
864  00 


$32,566  20 
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He  has  paid, 

Orders  of  Grand  Master,  . 

$  454 

75 

D.  D.  Grand  Masters’  Expenses, 

468 

02 

Hall  Committee,  .  . 

3,120 

46 

Printing,  . 

517 

72 

Interest  on  Masonic  Loans, 

.  5,250 

00 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  . 

1,317 

00 

Trustees  Masonic  Loans, 

.  17,348 

68 

Taxes,  ..... 

1,657 

80 

Grand  Secretary's  Salary  and  Expenses,  . 

1,518 

75 

Grand  Tyler’s  “  “ 

354 

62 

Grand  Treasurer,  Exchange,  Postage,  &c. , 

49 

K  f0 

ID 

Insurance  on  Furniture, 

200 

00 

Balance  to  new  account, 

308 

65 

§32,566 

20 

We  next  submit  a  condensed  statement  of 

payments  of  inter 

est 

on  Masonic  Loans. 

On  the  $110,000  Loan: 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  Report 

$126 

00 

Amount  appropriated, 

2,790 

00 

$2,916 

00 

Paid  this  year, 

2,916 

00 

On  the  $41,000  Loan  : 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  Report,  . 

$  109 

50 

Amount  appropriated, 

2,460 

00 

$2,569 

50 

Paid  this  year, 

2,569 

50 

lour  Committee  have,  after  consultation  with  the  proper 
officers  and  Committees,  made  the  following  estimates  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  November  15,  1864. 
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Estimated  Receipts. 

Dues  from  Lodges,  &c.,  &c., 
Dispensations,  warrants,  &c.,  . 

Rents  of  Stores,  . 


.  $25,000  00 
1,200  00 
8,000  00 


$34,200  00 


Estimated  Disbursements. 

Interest  on  Loans  : 

On  outstanding  of  $110,000  *Loan,  Jan’y  1,  1864,  $  955  50 


u  u 

On  the  $41,000  Loan, 


Hall  Committee  : 

Hire  of  Laborer, 

“  two  women, 

Taxes,  . 

Fuel, 

Gas, 

Water  Rent  and  Sewerage, 
Incidentals, 


“  July  1,  “  955  50 

April  1,  “  1,230  00 

Oct.  1,  “  1,230  00 


$4,311  00 

.  $450  00 
364  00 
.  2,500  00 

665  00 
.  1,350  00 
68  00 
703  00 

-  6,100  00 


In  addition  to  which  your  Committee  respectfully 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  estimates 
for  repairs,  alterations  &c,,  to  the  building,  which  are 
deemed  necessary : 

Estimated  expenses  in  contemplated  alterations  of 
Stairway  of  New  Masonic  Hall,  .  $  650  00 

Estimated  expenses  in  contemplated  alter¬ 
ations  of  Sky-lights  over  the  Stores  and 
Passageway,  .  .  .  3,000  00 

Estimated  expenses  in  contemplated  Re¬ 
painting  and  Tarnishing  of  Chapter 
Room,  ....  1,265  00 
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Repainting,  Gilding,  Ac.,  of  Blue  Lodge 

Room,  .....  1,190  00 
Estimated  expenses  in  contemplated  intro-  / 

duction  of  a  Water  Plug  in  the  Hall  for 
fire-extinguishing  purposes,  with  hose 
complete,  ....  250  00 

Estimated  expenses  contemplated  in  Clean¬ 
ing,  Revarnishing,  Painting,  Reuphol¬ 
stering,  &c.,  &c.,  of  Furniture  in  Grand 
Lodge  Room,  Blue  Lodge,  and  Chapter 
Rooms,  ....  1,900  00 

Estimated  expenses  in  contemplated  coun¬ 
ter-ceiling  of  Attic  Floor,  .  .  350  00 

Estimated  expenses  in  contemplated  Re¬ 
painting  of  front  of  New  Masonic  Hall,  100  00 
Estimated  expense  of  providing  a  new 
Cooking  Range  in  the  Tyler's  Depart¬ 
ment,  ....  500  00 

- - - -  15,305  00 

Grand  Secretary’s  Salary  and  Expenses,  .  $1,800  00 
“  “  to  pay  Insurance  on  Fur¬ 
niture,  .  .  200  00 

Grand  Master’s  Expenses,  .  .  1,000  00 

D.  D.  Grand  Masters’  Expenses,  .  300  00 

Grand  Treasurer’s  Salary  and  Expenses,  250  00 
Grand  Tyler’s  Salary,  .  .  .  250  00 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  $1,620  00 
Less  interest  on  Pittsburg  Loan,  120  00 

-  1,497  00 

- -  5,297  00 

Total  estimated  disbursements,  .  .  $31,073  00 


Your  Committee  append,  for  the  information  of  the  Brethren, 
the  following  statement  of  the  Loans  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

Outstanding  per  report  of  last  year,  .  .  $56,400  00 

Purchased  and  redeemed  this  year,  ,  .  15,400  00 

Balance,  .  $41,000  00 
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Divided  between  the  Loans  as  follows  : 

Unpaid  last  year  of  tlie  $110,000  Loan,  $46,500  00 
Purchased  since,  .  .  .  14,650  00 


Unpaid  last  year  of  the  $41,000  Loan,  $9,900  00 
Purchased  since,  .  .  .  750  00 


$31,850  00 

9,150  00 


$41,000  00 


The  Committee  have  learned,  with  pleasure,  that  Bethlehem 
Lodge,  No.  283,  whose  dues  for  the  years  1860  and  1861,  had 
been  remitted  by  this  Committee  at  its  stated  meeting  December 
4,  1862,  has  since  paid  up  the  full  amount  of  those  dues,  with 
interest.  They  deem  it  due  to  that  Lodge  to  note  this  fact  with 
commendation,  proving,  as  it  does,  that  she  is  composed  of  cor¬ 
rect  men  and  true  Masons,  thus  to  pay  in  full,  with  interest,  an 
amount  for  which  there  was  not  the  slightest  claim,  except  in 
their  own  sense  of  justice  and  honor. 

In  conclusion,  we  present  for  the  consideration  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  the  usual  resolutions  of  appropriation  for  the  present  year. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  WHITNEY, 
ROBERT  CLARK, 
MICHAEL  NISBET, 

J.  T.  THOMAS, 

Committee. 

Philadelphia ,  Dec.  7,  1863. 


Besolved,  That  the  following  appropriations  be  made  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  November  15,  1864. 


Hall  Committee,  ...  .  .  .  $21,405  00 

Grand  Secretary’s  Salary  and  Expenses,  .  1,800  00 

“  “  to  pay  Insurance  on  Furniture,  .  200  00 

Grand  Master,  .  .  .  .  .  1,00000 

Expenses  D.  D.  Grand  Masters,  .  .  .  300  00 

Grand  Treasurer’s  Salary  and  Expenses,  .  250  00 

Grand  Tyler’s  Salary,  .  .  .  .  250  00 

Trustees  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  .  .  1,497  00 


$26,702  00 
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Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Master  be  authorized  to  draw  his 
warrants  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  following  amounts  and 
dates,  to  pay  interest  on  Masonic  Loans. 


January  1,  1864, 
July  1,  1864, 
April  1,  1864, 
October  1,  1864, 


$  955  50 
955  50 
1,230  00 

1,230  00 

* 


The  Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest  at  a  previous 
meeting  made  the  following  Report ;  which  was 
approved  and  ordered  to  be  printed — and  the  Resolu¬ 
tion  attached  thereto  was  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  GIRARD  BEQUEST. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania , 
and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest  respectfully  report,  That 
they  have  received  since  their  last  Report,  dated  April  4th,  A.  L. 
5862,  from  interest  and  dividends  on  investments,  .  $2,701'  96 


From  premium  on  specie,  .  .  .  146  08 

For  allowance  on  specie,  .  .  .  13  50 

Making  a  total  income  of  2,867  54 

To  which  add  the  balance  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of 
the  Bequest  at  date  of  last  report,  .  .  1,044  31 

Making  a  total  of  ....  3,911  85 

Of  this  sum  the  trustees  have  paid  on  orders  of  the 
Grand  Master  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the 
Stewards  of  the  Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund,  the 
sum  of  .....  2,000  00 

Leaving  a  balance  of  ....  1,911  85 
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To  which  add  the  principal  of  six  certificates  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  Loan  of  $500  each,  Nos.  243  to  248 
inclusive,  (exclusive  of  interest,  which  is  included 
in  the  items  of  income,)  .  .  .  .  $  3,000  00 

Also,  the  principal  of  certificates  of  Masonic  Loan 

Nos  1  and  2  of  $250  each,  .  .  .  500  00 


Making  a  principal  of  ....  5,411  85 

Invested  as  follows,  to  wit:  XJ.  S.  5-20  Loan,  .  4,500  00 


Balance  in  Bank, 


$911  85 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  investments  of  the  Bequest 
since  the  last  report  of  the  trustees,  except  in  the  payment  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  balance  of  the  Masonic  Loan,  amounting  to 
thirty-five  hundred  dollars,  which  was  immediately  invested  in 
1 1.  S.  5-20’s. 

The  investments  of  the  Bequest  are,  therefore,  the  same  as  at 
the  last  report,  except  that  the  certificates  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Loan  have  been  surrendered,  and  certificates  Nos.  849,  911,  912, 
913,  and  116  of  United  States  5-20  Loan  purchased. 

In  view  of  the  increased  productiveness  of  the  investments  of 
the  Bequest  and  the  enhanced  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  the 
trustees  would  recommend  an  increased  appropriation  of  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  charitable  purposes; 
and  they,  therefore,  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  sum  of  $2,250  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Stewards  of  the  Stephen  Girard 
Charity  Fund,  for  the  year  ending  June  1st,  A.  L.  5864,  to  be 
drawn  for  in  the  usual  manner. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  H.  PERKINS, 
DAVID  JAYNE, 

JAMES  HUTCHINSON, 
DAVID  BOYD, 

Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest. 

March  2 d,  A.  L.  5833. 
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On  behalf  of  the  Grand  Oriicers  the  Grand  Secretary 

w 

presented  the  following  correspondence  between  liimself 
and  David  Wills,  Esq.,  Agent  of  the  National  Soldiers’ 
Cemetery,  at  Gettysburg. 

On  motion  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the 
minutes,  and  referred  for  publication,  as  follows : 


Gettysburg,  Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  23 d  October ,  1863. 

W.  H.  Adams: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — I  have  been  instructed  by  G-ood 
Samaritan  Lodge,  No.  336,  A.  Y.  M.,  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  communication  to  the  officers  of  the  B.  W.  Grand 
Lodge.  We,  as  a  Lodge,  are  too  weak  and  ill-provided  to 
either  properly  care  for  the  brethren  who  may  attend,  or  pro¬ 
perly  to  conduct  affairs,  and  we  earnestly  request  the  Bight 
Worshipful  Grand  Officers  to  take  such  action  and  make  such 
provisions  to  suitably  have  our  Holy  Order  represented  on  the 
day  and  at  the  ceremonies  in  question.  We,  as  a  Lodge,  or  as  f 
individual  members,  will  be  glad  to  carry  out  any  instructions  or 
execute  any  commands  given  or  imposed  by  the  Grand  Officers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  fraternally, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  BAUGHEB, 

IF.  M.  of  No.  336. 


Gettysburg,  October  19,  1S63. 

Wm.  H.  Adams, 

Sec’y  Grand  Lodge  of  Penna.  Masonic  Fraternity : 

Sir, — The  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  Masonic 
Fraternity,  are  respectfully  invited  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies 
of  the  Consecration  of  the  National  Soldiers’  Cemetery  at  Gettys¬ 
burg,  on  Thursday  the  19th  day  of  November  next.  As  all 
the  Lodges  throughout  the  loyal  States  are  interested  in  the 
dead  on  the  battlefield  here,  we  request  of  you  that  you  invite  the 
subordinate  Lodges  of  this  State  to  be  present  at  these  exer¬ 
cises.  Also,  by  our  authority  you  are  requested  to  invite  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  other  loyal  States,  with  a  request  that  they 
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send  invitations'  to  £7?m> rstit>6f dilute  ‘Lodges*  to  join  in  the  cele- 
bration  of  these  exercises. 

We  hope  you  will  take  charge  of  this  matter. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAYID  WILLS, 

Agent  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  other  States. 


Philadelphia,  November  12,  1863. 

David  Wills,  Esq., 

Gettysburg,  Adams  Co  ,  Pa., 

Agent  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  other  States, 
for  the  ceremony  of  Consecrating  the  National 
Soldiers'1  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg: 

Sir, — Your  communication  of  the  19th  of  October  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  from  some  unexplained 
cause  of  delay,  was  not  received  until  the  10th  instant,  which  pre¬ 
vented  action  on  our  part  in  carrying  out  fully  your  request. 
The  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  desirous  of  knowing  if  it  is 
expected  that  they  will  take  any  part  in  the  ceremonies  of  the 
day,  and  if  they  can  have  comfortable  accommodations  while  in 
Gettysburg. 


Yours  truly, 

WILLIAM  H.  ADAMS, 

Secretary  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Penna. 


[Telegram  ] 

Dated  at  Gettysburg,  November  14,  1863. 

To  Wm.  H.  Adams, 

Secretary  Grand  Ijodge,  Philadelphia : 

The  Masonic  Fraternity  will  not  take  part  in  the  ceremonies 
other  than  having  a  position  in  the  procession  and  on  the  ground. 
They  can  be  accommodated  here. 

DAYID  WILLS. 


Masonic  Hall  Chestnut  St.,  Philad., 
November  17,  1863. 

David  Wills,  Esq., 

Agent  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Sc. : 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  despatch  of  the  14th  inst.,  I  have 

been  instructed  bv  the  Board  of  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand 

•/ 
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Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  to  express  their  deep  regret  in  being 
obliged  to  decline  the  honor  of  participating  in  the  ceremonies, 
incident  to  the  praiseworthy  object  of  consecrating  the  National 
Cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  to  the  memory  of  the  noble  and 
lamented  dead,  who  have  offered  up  their  lives  upon  the  altar  of 
their  country  a  willing  sacrifice,  to  sustain  the  Government  in 
its  efforts  to  quell  rebellion,  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  TJnion, 
and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  law. 

It  would  be  unusual,  and  contrary  to  the  principles  of  our 
order,  which  seeks  no  popularity  by  public  display,  to  appear  in 
procession  on  any  occasion  whatever,  unless  called  upon  to  per¬ 
form  the  ancient  ceremonies  devolving  upon  us  as  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  as  such  are  not  contemplated  on  the  pre¬ 
sent  occasion,  they  feel  reluctantly  compelled  to  decline  the 
honor  which,  under  other  circumstances,  they  would  have  cheer¬ 
fully  and  with  pride  accepted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  ADAMS, 

Grand  Secretary. 

The  following  list  of  Lodges,  &c.,  prepared  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  was  presented  and  directed  to  be 
printed,  to  wit: 


LIST  OF  LODGES 


UNDER  THIS  JURISDICTION  : 

Showing  the  Name,  Number  of  Lodge,  Where  Held,  Admissions,  Initiations, 
Rejections,  Resignations,  Suspensions  and  Expulsions,  Deceased, 
and  the  Number  of  Members  in  each  Lodge  up  to 
December  27th,  1862,  A.  L.  5862. 
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1 

4 

1 

D 

3 

115 

Mitchell . 

296 

Germantown. . . . 

7 

1 

8 

2 

78 

CH  ARTTERS . 

297  C anonsburg . 

1 

14 

6 

o* 

2 

44 

George  Bartram. 

298  Media . 

6 

50 

M  TTNOY . 

299  Mnno.v . 

1 

3 

2 

2 

37 

Mt.  Moriah . 

300 

Huntingdon  .... 

7 

2 

1 

2 

62 

Wavert.y . 

301 

Waverly . 

2 

3 

1 

37 

Eureka  . 

302 

Mechanicsburg  .. 

5 

1 

o 

O 

55 

Oil  Creek . 

303 

Titusville . 

6 

2 

2 

3 

5S  i 

Western  Star.  . . . 

304 

Albion . 

2 

9 

3 

1 

24 

Hawley . 

305 

Hawley . . 

5 

1 

41 

Tro.tan. . 

306 

Troy . 

5 

6 

1 

1 

46 

Williamson . 

307 

Womelsdorf.  ... 

2 

6 

i 

36 

Washington . 

308 

Fort  Washingt’n 

4 

1 

40 

Williamson . 

309 

Downingtown. . . 

4 

2 

44 

Warren . 

310 

Perkiomen  B’dge 

1 

1 

2 

19 

Mt.  Bethel . 

311 

Williamsburg .. . 

1 

2 

38 

Cambria . 

312 

Ebensburg  . 

3 

1 

0 

1 

43 

Indiana . 

81  3 

Tndiaria . 

1 

3 

1 

32 1 

Clearfield . 

314  Clflarfield . 

1 

o 

5 

2 

1 

31 

Cumberland  Ya’y 

315  Shippensburg  . . . 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

33 

1 

24 
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No.  of  Lodge. 

WHERE  HELD. 

i 

Admitted. 

Initiated. 

Rejected. 

Resigned. 

* 

Suspended  or 

Expelled. 

Deceased. 

00 

-Q 

a 

o 

k— 1 

« 

o 

6 

fc 

Myrtle . 

316 

Ernnlelin. _ _ 

| 

13 

5 

i 

3 

1 

1 

67 

Ossea . 

317  Wellsboro’ . 

1 

i 

37 

McKinley . . 

318  Allegheny  City. . 

1 

5 

1 

5 

53 

Adams . 

319  Bloomfield . 

3 

2 

2 

33 

Bedford . 

320  Bedford . 

5 

29 

Hailman . . 

321  East  Liberty - 

1 

1 

1 

37 

West  Chester.... 

322  West  Chester.. . . 

3 

2 

1 

39 

Peter  Williamson 

323  Scranton . 

4 

3 

1 

1 

42 

Union . 

324  Mifflin  town . 

10 

1 

67 

Barger . . 

325  Stroudsburg . 

1 

4 

1 

2 

54 

Lehigh . 

| 

326  Trexlertown  .... 

10 

1 

2 

1 

56 

Hazel . 

327  Luzerne . 

2 

1 

26 

Freedom  . 

328  Gibson . 

1 

1 

1 

35 

Craft . 

| 

329  Greensboro’  .... 

4 

49 

Salem . 

I 

330  Hamilton . 

3 

3 

1 

32 

Fort  Ligonier  . . . 

1 

331  Ligonier . 

1 

5 

1 

1 

25 

Plymouth . 

332 

Plymouth . 

5 

1 

18 

Barger . . . 

333 

A 11  on  town . 

1 

11 

2 

1 

86 

334 

Bradford . 

3 

1 

52 

Eureka .  . 

335 

Montoursville. . . 

1 

3 

1 

19 

Good  Samaritan.  . 

336 

Gettysburg . 

4 

20 

Hen’y  M.  Phillips 

337 

Allegheny  City... 

13 

41 

Great  Bend . 

338 

Great.  Bend . 

2 

13 

1 

44 

Hyde  Park . 

339 

Hvde  Parle . 

3 

i 

2 

27 

Thompson . 

340 

Garret’s  Siding  ^ 

6 

25 

E.  Whiteland.  j 

25 
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Admitted. 

Initiated. 
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Rejected. 

Resigned. 

Suspended  or 

Expelled. 

Deceased. 

No.  of  Members. 

Factoryville  .  . 

341 

Factoryville . 

1 

4 

1 

1 

29 1 

342 

Coudersport .... 

28 

,Skerrett . 

343  Cochranville. . . . 

1 

18 

RECAPITULATION. 

Admitted . 

195 

Initiated . 

977 

i 

'  Rejected . 

120 

Resigned . 

245 

Suspended  or  Expelled . . . 

465 

Deceased . 

* 

233 

Number  of  Members 

13,988 

Total. 

195 

977 

120 

245 

465 

233 

13,988 

An  increase  of  200  over  last  Report. 

Number  of  Lodges,  174. 
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The  Committee  on  By-laws  made  the  following 
Report  September  "Jth,  1863,  which  was  approved, 
and  the  Resolutions  attached  thereto  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

It  was  further  ordered,  that  the  same  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing, 
to  be  printed  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  report, 

That  the  proposed  new  By-Laws  of  Lodge  No.  ,  be  referred 
back  to  the  Lodge  for  amendment,  as  they  require  very  many 
and  extensive  alterations  before  they  can  meet  the  approval 
of  the  Committee  ;  and  many  of  the  By-Laws  which  have  hereto¬ 
fore  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  are  open  to  the  same  remark. 

The  Committee  deem  the  present  a  fitting  opportunity  for  sub¬ 
mitting  the  following  general  observations  on  the  subject  of  the 
By-Laws  of  subordinate  Lodges,  and  recommend  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  the  adoption  of  some  general  rules,  which  will  very  much 
lighten  the  labors  of  your  Committee,  and  tend,  it  is  believed, 
to  simplify  and  render  more  uniform  and  consistent  the  rules 
for  the  interior  government  of  subordinate  Lodges  under  this 
jurisdiction 

The  Committee  observe  that  the  great  majority  of  the  Lodges 
under  this  jurisdiction,  in  framing  their  By-Laws,  have  failed  to 
recognize  the  appropriate  and  limited  office  of  By-Laws,  which  is, 
to  provide  such  minor  rules  for  the  particular  Lodge  in  its  inter¬ 
nal  management  as  are  not  provided  by  the  Constitution,  Rules, 
and  Regulations,  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

There  are  few  of  the  Lodges  whose  By-Laws  do  not  include 
regulations  upon  matters  expressly  provided  for  in  the  Ahiman 
Rezon.  Sometimes  such  By-Laws  are  in  the  very  words  of  the 
Ahiman  Rezon,  but  oftener  in  a  different  phraseology,  meant  to 
be  of  the  same  import,  which  almost  in  every  instance,  however, 
even  with  the  most  careful  supervision  of  the  Committee,  leaves 


room  for  doubt  and  question.  The  object  of  thus  incorporating 
portions  of  the  General  Constitution  and  Regulations  with  the 
By-Laws,  is  undoubtedly  a  good  one,  to  wit,  for  the  information 
and  guidance  of  those  who  may  not  readily  have  access  to  a  copy 
of  the  Ahiman  Rezon. 

Some  of  the  Lodges  have  extracts  from  the  Ahiman  Rezon 
printed  and  bound  up  with  their  By-Laws  ;  but  even  in  these 
cases  very  much  of  the  same  matter  is  often  incorporated  into  the 
Bv-Laws  themselves. 

The  By-Laws,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  ought  to  be  strictly 
confined  to  their  legitimate  and  limited  purpose,  xis  instances  of 
the  irregularity  to  which  your  Committee  allude,  they  need  only 
refer  to  the  articles  on  “Meetings,”  and  on  “Applications  for 
Initiation  and  Membership.”  In  the  first  of  these  articles  it  is 
necessary  to  specify  the  days  of  meeting,  but  the  hours  are  fixed 
by  the  Ahiman  Rezon  ;  yet  your  Committee  doubt  if  there  is  a 
single  Lodge  within  this  jurisdiction  whose  By-Laws  are  not 
cumbered  with  a  provision  as  to  the  hours  of  meeting.  In  regard 
to  applications  for  initiation  and  membership,  most,  if  not  all  the 
Lodges,  have  in  their  By-Laws  an  article,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  made  up  of  matters  expressly  provided  for  in  the  Ahi¬ 
man  Rezon.  So,  too,  the  elective  officers,  with  the  time  and 
manner  of  their  election,  and  the  time  of  their  installation  are 
frequently  specified  in  the  By-Laws,  when  all  these  matters  are 
subjects  of  express  provision  in  the  Ahiman  Rezon.  Other  exam¬ 
ples  might  be  given,  but  the  above  are  sufficient.  The  Committee 
on  By-Laws  have  not  brought  the  subject  up  before,  because  it 
has  only  been  within  the  last  few  years  that  the  number  of  new 
By-Laws  submitted  to  the  Committee  has  been  so  great  as  to 
render  their  labors  onerous,  and  no  plan  had  suggested  itself  as 
a  remedy,  without  depriving  the  Lodges  of  the  benefit  of  having 
the  substance  of  the  more  important  parts  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  hands  of  all  their  members. 

The  Committee,  however,  now  are  prepared  to  respectfully 
recommend  to  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  the  following  plan  : 
That  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  be  instructed  to  select  such 
extracts  from  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  Rules,  Regulations  and 
Decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  may  be  necessary  or  useful 
for  the  guidance  and  government  of  subordinate  Lodges  in  their 


duties  as  separate  Lodges ;  and  that  said  extracts,  together  with 
the  resolutions  submitted  with  this  Report  be  printed,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  in  the  usual  16mo.  form.  That 
all  subordinate  Lodges  shall  hereafter  be  prohibited  from  incor- 
porating  either  verbatim  or  in  substance  any  such  extracts  in 
their  By-Laws.  That  whenever  a  subordinate  Lodge  shall  adopt 
a  new  set  of  By-Laws,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary  when  he  shall  certify  to  said  Lodge  the  approval  thereof  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  to  furnish  said  Lodge,  at  cost  price,  with  such 
number  of  printed  copies  of  said  extracts  as  shall  be  sufficient  to 
afford  one  to  each  copy  of  the  edition  of  said  By-Laws  the  Lodge 
shall  inform  him  they  intend  to  print ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  Lodge  to  have  a  copy  of  said  extracts  bound  up  with  each 
copy  of  their  By-Laws  they  shall  have  printed. 

One  other  matter  in  reference  to  the  By-Laws  of  subordinate 
Lodges  the  Committee  desire  to  call  attention  to,  and  ask  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  upon.  The  By-Laws  of  all  the 
Lodges  contain  Articles  upon  the  same  subjects  ;  for  instance, 
“  Meetings,”  “Election  of  Officers,”  “Duties  of  Officers,”  “Eees,” 
“Dues,”  “Resignations,”  “Committees,”  “Charity,”  “Amend¬ 
ments,”  and  perhaps  others.  Without,  of  course,  intending  to 
compel  the  subordinate  Lodges  to  have  exactly  the  same  By- 
Laws  upon  these  subjects,  which  would  be  impracticable,  as  well 
as  in  violation  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  (page  31,)  your  Committee 
think  it  very  desirable  that  the  By-Laws  of  all  the  Lodges,  which 
relate  -to  the  same  subject,  shall  be  uniform  in  their  phrase¬ 
ology.  The  advantage  will  be,  not  only  in  much  simplifying  the 
labors  of  this  Committee,  but  in  making  it  easier  to  preserve 
entire  uniformity  in  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  all 
appeals  in  cases  of  alleged  violation  of  By-Laws ;  and  it  will 
render  the  government  of  the  Craft  throughout  the  jurisdiction 
more  entirely  uniform  and  consistent;  your  Committee,  there¬ 
fore,  respectfully  recommend,  that  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  be 
instructed  to  prepare  and  have  printed  a  series  of  forms  of  By- 
Laws  on  all  the  subjects  upon  which  By-Laws  may  be  enacted  by 
subordinate  Lodges,  and  that  two  copies  of  said  forms  be  sent 
to  each  Lodge  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  two  copies  with  the 
warrant  of  Constitution  of  each  new  Lodge  which  shall  be  here¬ 
after  constituted  by  this  Grand  Lodge ;  and  that  the  subordinate 


29 


Lodges  be  directed  in  framing  tlieir  By-Laws  or  any  amendments 
to  the  same,  to  conform  strictly  to  such  forms  in  all  By-Laws 
or  Amendments  they  may  enact  upon  the  same  subjects  respec¬ 
tively.  It  is  not  intended  to  compel  the  Lodges  to  enact  By- 
Laws  upon  every  subject  for  which  a  form  may  be  prepared,  but 
only  to  provide  that  in  such  as  they  do  enact,  they  shall  follow 
the  forms  prepared. 

In  order  to  make  this  Report  complete  the  Committee  further 
recommend,  that  every  Lodge  which  has  heretofore  adopted  a  set 
of  By-Laws  shall,  before  printing  the  same  or  any  new  edition 
thereof,  amend  said  By-Laws  so  as  to  conform  to  the  recommen¬ 
dations  of  this  Report,  and  send  the  same  so  amended  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  approval. 

The  Committee  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions 
in  accordance  with  the  above  Report : 

1.  Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  be  instructed 
to  select  such  extracts  from  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  Rules,  Regula¬ 
tions  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  may  be  necessary  or 
useful  for  the  guidance  and  government  of  subordinate  Lodges 
in  their  duties  as  separate  Lodges,  and  that  such  extracts  be 
printed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  usual  16mo.  form;  and  that 
no  subordinate  Lodge  shall  hereafter  incorporate  either  verbatim 
or  in  substance  any  such  extracts  in  their  By-Laws. 

2.  Resolved,  That  whenever  a  subordinate  Lodge  shall  adopt 
a  new  set  of  By-Laws,  it  shall,  when  the  same  are  sent  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  approval,  inform  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
number  of  copies  intended  to  be  printed  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Grand  Secretary  when  he  shall  certify  to  said  Lodge  the 
approval  of  said  By-Laws  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  furnish  said 
Lodge,  at  cost  price,  with  a  like  number  of  printed  copies  of  the 
extracts  provided  for  in  the  preceding  resolution ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  said  Lodge  to  have  one  copy  of  the  same  bound  up 
with  each  copy  of  their  By-Laws  they  shall  have  printed. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Bv-Laws  be  instructed  to 
prepare  and  have  printed,  a  series  of  forms  of  By-Laws  on  all  the 
subjects  upon  which  By-Laws  may  be  enacted  by  subordinate 
Lodges,  together  with  such  suggestions  in  reference  to  framing 
and  enacting  By-Laws  as  may  be  useful ;  and  that  two  copies  of 
the  same  be  sent  by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  each  Lodge  under 
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this  jurisdiction,  and  two  copies  with  the  warrant  of  Constitution 
of  each  Lodge  which  shall  be  hereafter  constituted  by  this  Grand 
Lodge;  and  that  the  subordinate  Lodges  be  directed  in  framing 
their  By-Laws  or  amendments  to  the  same,  to  conform  strictly  to 
such  forms  in  all  By-Laws  or  Amendments  they  may  enact  upon 
the  same  subjects  respectively. 

4.  Resolved,  That  every  Lodge  which  has  heretofore  adopted 
a  set  of  By-Laws,  shall,  before  printing  the  same,  or  any  new  edi¬ 
tion  thereof,  amend  said  By-Laws  in  conformity  with  these  reso¬ 
lutions,  and  forward  the  same  so  amended  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  approval. 

5.  Resolved,  That  such  parts  of  these  resolutions  as  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  By-Laws  think  proper,  be  printed  in  connection  with 
the  extracts  provided  for  in  the  first  resolution. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing 
be  recommended  to  have  this  Report,  except  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  particular  Amendments  and  By-Laws,  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  printed  in  the  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  the  present  year. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS,  Chairman, 

For  the  Committee. 

- ♦  ♦•  » - - 

EXTRA  QUARTERLY  C  0  M  M  U  N I  C  A  T 1 0  X. 

Philadelphia,  December  21,  A.  D.  1863,  A  L.  5863. 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  made  the  following 
Report,  which  on  motion  was  approved,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  the  Resolutions  attached  thereto  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  respectfully  present  the  following 
Report : 

That,  since  the  adoption  of  their  last  Report  by  the  R.  W. 
Grand  Lodge,  at  the  Grand  Quarterly  Communication,  Sept.  7, 
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1863,  vour  Committee  have  understood  that  much  dissatisfaction 
exists  in  the  minds  of  the  brethren,  at  that  feature  of  the  Report 
and  the  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  require 
the  extracts  from  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  which  are  to  accompany 
the  By-Laws,  to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  compels  the  subordinate  Lodges  to  purchase  copies 
thereof  from  the  Grand  Lodge  and  have  them  bound  up  with 
their  By-Laws,  thus  necessitating  all  the  Lodges  throughout  the 
jurisdiction  to  have  their  By-Laws  printed  of  a  uniform  size. 
This  measure  was  recommended  principally  with  a  view  to  eco¬ 
nomy  and  the  convenience  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  themselves. 
And  while  the  Committee  still  think  there  would  be  advantages 
in  the  plan  proposed,  yet  they  do  not  consider  it  of  paramount 
importance  if  the  brethren  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  prefer  to 
have  their  By-Laws  printed  in  all  varieties  of  size  and  style. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  in  order  that  the  matter  may  receive 
the  fullest  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  respectfully  recommend 
a  reconsideration  of  their  Report  of  September  1,  1863,  with  a 
view  to  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  to  the  Resolutions  then  . 
adopted,  which  are  herewith  submitted. 

The  remaining  portions  of  their  Report  and  Resolutions  of 
September  1,  1863,  the  Committee  consider  of  importance,  and 
they  do  not  understand  that  any  complaints  have  been  made  in 
reference  thereto.  Certain  they  are,  that  if  properly  understood 
by  the  brethren,  the  advantages  of  the  system  proposed  will 
commend  themselves  to  their  approval. 

The  Committee  again  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  the  necessity  of  enforcing  a  compliance  with  its  regu¬ 
lations  in  reference  to  the  By-Laws  of  subordinate  Lodges.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  December  20,  1860,  this 
Committee  presented  a  report  which  was  accepted  and  approved 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  which,  among  other  things,  it  was  said  : 

“  When  ‘  Extracts 7  from  the  ‘Constitution,  Rules  and  Regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  7  are  printed,  the  only  proper  source 
from  which  such  *  Extracts  7  can  be  taken,  is  the  present  Ahiman 
Rezon,  as  adopted  in  June,  1851  and  the  “Extracts77  should 
be  literal,  and  refer  to  the  page  of  the  printed  volume  upon  which 
they  are  to  be  found ;  and  yet  By-Laws  printed  so  late  as  the 
present  year  have  come  under  the  notice  of  your  Committee,  to 
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which  have  been  appended  “  Extracts  ”  from  the  Ahiman  Rezon, 
edition  of  1825,  and  which  “Extracts”  contain  matters  which  are 
essentially  changed  in  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1851. 

They  annex  to  their  Report  the  selection  of  Extracts  made  by 
them  from  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  Rules,  Regulations  and  Decisions 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  from  the  ancient  Charges. 

The  forms  of  By-Laws  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  prepare. 

They  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions,  and  ask 
their  adoption,  to  wit: 

ls£.  Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  By-Laws, 
presented  and  accepted  at  the  Quarterly  Communication,  Sept.  1, 
1863,  and  also  the  1st  and  2d  Resolutions,  which  accompanied 
said  Report  and  were  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  be  recon¬ 
sidered. 

If  the  above  resolution  is  adopted,  they  then  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  as  substitutes  for  said  1st  and  2d  Resolutions,  to  wit : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  be  instructed  to 
select  such  Extracts  from  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  Rules,  Regulations 
and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  may  be  necessary  or  useful 
for  the  guidance  and  government  of  subordinate  Lodges  in  their 
duties  as  separate  Lodges  ;  and  that  hereafter  no  subordinate 
Lodge  shall  incorporate,  either  verbatim  or  in  substance,  any  such 
Extracts  in  their  By-Laws. 

2.  Resolved,  That  hereafter  each  subordinate  Lodge  shall  be 
required  to  have  said  Extracts,  and  no  other,  printed  and  bound 
with  their  By-Laws. 

They  also  respectfully  submit  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  selection  of  Extracts  from  the  Ahiman 
Rezon,  Rules,  Regulations  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  from  the  Ancient  Charges,  annexed  to  this  Report,  be 
approved  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAM’L  C.  PERKINS,  Chairman, 

Dec.  21,  1863.  For  the  Committee. 

No  further  business  presenting  itself,  the  Grand 
Lodge  closed  in  peace,  at  quarter  past  8  o’clock,  P.  M. 

W.  H.  ADAMS, 

Grand  Secretary. 


ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 

St.  John  the  Evangelist's  Day, 
Philadelphia,  December  28,  A.  D.  1863,  A.  L.  5863. 

Brother  David  C.  Skerrett,  Bight  Worshipful 
Grand  Master,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their 
respective  stations  and  places. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  with  sixty  Lodges  represented, 
opened  in  ample  form  at  half-past  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning. 

So  much  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Communi¬ 
cation,  held  December  1st,  as  related  to  the  Election  of 
Officers,  was  read  and  approved. 

Past  Grand  Master,  Brother  John  Thomson  took 
the  chair,  when  Brother  David  C.  Skerrett  was  duly 
installed  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

The  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master  then  installed 
Brother  Lucius  H.  Scott  Bight  Worshipful  Deputy 
Grand  Master, 

Who  installed  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  ancient 
and  solemn  form  as  follows : 

Bro.  John  L.  Goddard,  .  Bight  Worshipful  S.  G.  Warden. 

“  Richard  Vaux,  .  .  “  “  J.  G.  Warden. 

“  Peter  Williamson,  .  “  “  G.  Treasurer. 

“  William  H.  Adams,  .  “  “  G.  Secretary. 
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Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correspondence,  read  the  following  Report, 
which  was,  on  motion,  approved  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing,  to  be  printed 
with  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  FOR  THE 

YEAR  A.  L.  5863. 

To  the  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging : 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  John 
TJ.  Giller,  George  Griscom,  E.  T.  Chase,  and  Edward  Robins, 
through  their  Chairman,  respectfully  present  the  following 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  received  through  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Secretary  the  following  documents,  which  have  been  referred  to 
them  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  to  wit : 

1.  California . Proceedings  of  the  Most  Worshipful 

Grand  Lodge  at  its  14th  Annual  Com¬ 
munication,  at  San  Francisco,  May 
12th  to  16th,  1863. 

2.  Canada . Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 

8th  Annual  Communication,  at  Mon¬ 
treal,  July  8th  to  11th,  1863. 

3.  Colorado . (a  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 

1st  Regular  Communication,  at  Den¬ 
ver,  Dec’r  10th  to  12th,  1861. 

(6. proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  their 
2d  Annual  Communication,  at  Central 
City,  ATov?r  3d  and  4th,  1862. 

4.  Connecticut . Proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 

at  its  15th  Annual  Communication  at 
Hartford,  May  13th  and  14th,  1863. 
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5.  England . (a.proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  a 

Quarterly  Communication  at  Freema¬ 
son’s  Hall,  London ,  March  4th,  1863. 

(6. proceedings  of  a  Special  Grand  Lodge  at 
the  Institution  for  the  Sons  of  Indi¬ 
gent  and  Decayed  Freemasons,  Lord- 
ship  Lane,  Wood  Green,  Tottenham, 
August  8,  1863. 

(c. proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  a 


Quarterly  Communication,  at  Freema¬ 
sons’  Hall,  London ,  Sept  2,  1863. 

6.  Illinois . Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 

22d  Annual  Communication  at  Spring- 
field,  Oct.  1th  and  8th,  1862. 

7.  Indiana . . Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Communica¬ 

tion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Indianapo¬ 
lis,  May  25tli  to  28th,  1863. 

8.  Iowa . Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 

20th  Annual  Communication  at  Iowa 
City,  June  2d  to  6th,  1863. 

9.  Kansas . Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 

7th  Annual  Communication  at  Topeka , 
Oct.  21st  and  2 2d,  1862. 

10.  Kentucky . Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  an 

Annual  Communication  at  Louisville, 
Oct.  20th  to  23d,  1862. 

11.  Louisiana . Proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 

at  its  51st  Annual  Communication  at 
New  Orleans,  Feb’y  9th  and  10th,  1863. 

12.  Maine . Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 

Annual  Communication  at  Portland , 
May  5th  to  7th,  1863. 

13.  Maryland . (^.proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 

Semi-annual  Communication  at  Balti¬ 
more,  Nov.  1 7 th  to  2 0 tli ,  1862;  and 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Steward’s 
Lodge,  July  3d,  Oct.  2d  and  Xov.  12th, 
1862. 
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(5. proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 
Semi-annual  Communication  at  Balti¬ 
more,  May  11th  to  13th,  1863;  and 
Special  Communication,  March  ltth 
to  20th,  1863  ;  and  of  the  Grand 
Steward’s  Lodge,  Jan.  1st  and  April 
2d,  1863. 

(c.) Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Spe¬ 
cial  Communication  at  Baltimore, 
August  nth  and  18th,  1863. 


14.  Massachusetts . Abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 

Lodge  at  Boston,  from  March  12th  to 
Dec.  30th,  1862. 

15.  Michigan . (a.)Transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 


Annual  Communication  at  Detroit, 
Jan.  14th  to  16th,  1863. 

(6.)A  Communication,  dated  La  Grange, 
Kentucky ,  July  6,  1863,  signed  Rob. 
Morris,  and  addressed  “  To  the  Free¬ 
masons  of  Michigan,”  in  reference  to 
the  Institution  known  as  the  Con¬ 
servators’  Association. 

16.  Missouri  .  —  ....(a. proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 

43d  Annual  Communication  at  St. 
Ijouis,  May  25th  to  29th,  1863. 

(^preamble  and  Resolutions  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 'May 
28th,  1863,  in  reference  to  an  Institu¬ 
tion  known  as  the  Conservators’ Asso¬ 
ciation. 

(c.)A  Solemn  Protest,  dated  La  Grange, 
Kentucky,  July  6,  1863,  signed  Rob. 
Morris,  directed  “  To  the  Masonic 
Brethren  of  Missouri,  against  the  Le- 
*  gislation  of  their  Grand  Lodge  con¬ 

cerning  the  Society  of  Conservators, 
in  May,  1863.” 

IT.  New  Jersey . Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 

T6th  Annual  Communication  at  Tren¬ 
ton,  January  21st  and  22d,  1863. 


37 


18.  Xew  York . Transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its 

Annual  Communication  at  New  York , 
June  2d  to  5th,  1863. 

19.  Oregon . Proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 

at  its  12th  Annual  Communication  at 
Salem,  Sept.  15th  and  16tli,  1862. 

20.  Rhode  Island . Proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 

at  Providence,  for  the  year  ending  May 
25,  1863. 

21.  Vermont . Proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 

at  its  Annual  Communication  at  Bur¬ 
lington,  Jan.  14th  and  15th,  1863. 


22.  Washington  Ter?y. Proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 

at  the  5th  Annual  Communication  at 
Olympia,  Dec.  1st  to  4th,  1862. 

23.  Wisconsin . Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 

19th  Annual  Communication  at  Mil- 
waukie,  June  9th  to  11th,  1863. 


These  proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges  are  comprised 
in  more  than  three  thousand  printed  octavo  pages,  and  have 
received  the  attentive,  interested  and  careful  consideration  of 
your  Committee.  They  contain,  in  addition  to  a  volume  of  local 
information  respecting  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Craft 
in  the  several  jurisdictions  from  which  they  emanate,  a  vast 
amount  of  matter  which  has  important  hearings  upon  the  welfare 
of  the  Fraternity  throughout  the  world.  The  vital  principles  of 
Free  Masonry,  its  landmarks,  its  relations  as  a  social  organism 
with  the  moral  and  physical  welfare  and  advancement  of  the 
human  race,  its  power  for  good,  its  capabilities  for  usefulness,  and 
its  subjective  and  objective  influences  ;  as  manifested,  treated,  dis¬ 
cussed,  amplified  and  exemplified  in  the  proceedings  of  the  assem¬ 
blages  of  the  Grand  bodies  which  exercise  control  in  the  several 
jurisdictions, — in  the  addresses  of  the  Grand  Masters, — in  the 
Reports  of  Committees  of  Correspondence, — in  the  Reports  of 
Committees  on  Jurisprudence, — in  the  Orations  of  Grand  Orators, 
all  possess  an  interest  which  extends  beyond  the  limits  and 
confines  of  territorial  jurisdiction,  and  demand  the  attention  of 
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ever}”  zealous  Brother  and  Craftsman  under  the  whole  canopy  of 
heaven. 

The,  duties  of  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  seem  to  be  as 
yet  not  very  definitely  settled  or  laid  down.  The  title  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  to  their  care  and  supervision  should  be 
committed  the  reception  and  answering  of  all  communications 
addressed  directly  from  other  Grand  Masonic  bodies  to  that  by 
which  it  is  appointed.  But  such  communications  are  com¬ 
paratively  infrequent.  The  usage  has  therefore  arisen  of  treating 
all  documents  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  shape  of 
“  Proceedings,”  “Circulars,”  “Addresses,”  “  Transactions,”  &c., 
whether  emanating  from  Grand  Lodges,  or  from  any  source  re¬ 
quiring  a  special  notice  as  concerning  the  Craft  at  large  thougliout 
the  particular  jurisdiction,  or  in  general,  as  proper  subjects  of 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence.  The  manner  in 
which  these  documents  shall  be  noticed,  or  the  question  whether 
they  shall  be  noticed  at  all,  is  left  generally  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Committee,  and  depends  necessarily  very  much  upon  the 
brother  to  whom  is  entrusted  the  preparation  of  their  Report. 

The  present  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  have  thought  it  not  assuming  too  much,  to  bear  in  mind 
the  very  general  custom  of  late  years,  of  having  the  Reports  of 
this  Committee  printed  at  large  among  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  ;  a  custom  which,  if  any  part  of  the  proceedings  is 
printed,  is  manifestly  proper,  not  out  of  any  compliment  to  the 
Committee  or  their  Report,  but  from  the  very  nature  of  the  sub¬ 
jects  it  treats.  Your  Committee  think  that  matters,  which  if  the 
Report  were  merely  to  be  read  in  open  Grand  Lodge,  would  be 
uninteresting  to  the  brethren  therein  assembled,  and  speedily 
forgotten,  such  as  statistical  details,  and  which  might  as  well, 
therefore,  in  such  case  be  omitted  ;  yet  fall  legitimately  within 
their  province  to  notice,  and  may  with  great  propriety  and  satis¬ 
faction  be  introduced  into  their  Report,  with  a  view^  to  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  Craft  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  -when  it  shall  be 
laid  before  them  in  a  printed  form  for  their  deliberate  perusal  and 
consideration. 

Your  Committee  accordingly  have  condensed,  under  the  head  of 
each  jurisdiction  from  which  documents  have  been  received,  such 
statistical  details  as  they  have  considered  might  be  useful  and 
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interesting  to  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  ;  and  will  treat 
under  distinct  heads  such  topics,  touching  the  welfare  of  the 
Craft  at  large,  as  demand  notice,  without  separating  the  action  of 
the  several  jurisdictions  thereon,  except  where  the  nature  of  the 
case  requires  such  notice  to  be  confined  to  some  individual  juris¬ 
diction  in  which  the  subject  has  arisen. 

The  following  details  afford  an  opportunity  of  learning  and 
comparing  the  material  condition  and  prosperity  of  the  Craft  in 
the  several  jurisdictions  : 


CALIFORNIA. 

William  Caldwell  Belcher. . .  .M.  W.  Grand  Waster . Marysville. 

Gilbert  B.  Claiborne . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. .  .Stockton. 

Lonis  Cohn . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  .San  Francisco. 

William  A.  Davies . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.  .Columbia. 

James  Laidley . V.W.  Grand  Treasurer . San  Francisco. 

Alexander  G.  Abell . V.  W.  Grand  Secretary . San  Francisco. 

Among  the  appointed  Grand  Officers,  we  notice  two  not  usual 
in  this  jurisdiction,  viz.,  a  Grand  Standard  Bearer  and  a  Grand 
Bible  Bearer. 

Number  of  Lodges,  143  ;  initiations,  698  ;  rejected,  188  ;  mem¬ 
bers,  6,444;  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues,  240;  suspen¬ 
sions  for  uniuasonic  conduct,  15  ;  expulsions,  15. 

Total  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  28,  1863, 
$16,344;  disbursements,  $13,560.25;  balance,  $2,483  75. 

Masonic  Board  of  Relief  of  San  Francisco.  Receipts,  $5,381.26. 
Disbursements:  expenses,  $40;  charity,  $5,268.24,  to  two  hundred 
and  thirty -nine  applicants,  of  which  $244.24  was  to  six  applicants 
from  Pennsylvania. 


CANADA. 

T.  Douglas  Harington . M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

W.  B.  Simpson . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Henry  Macpherson . R.  W.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

R.  C.  Davy . R.  W.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Henry  Groff . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Thomas  B.  Harris . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Grand  Chaplain  and  Grand  Registrar,  an  officer  not  usual 
in  this  jurisdiction,  and  also  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
are  elected  by  the  Grand  Lod°'e. 

%/  o 

Among  the  appointed  officers  we  notice  a  Grand  Superinten- 
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dent  of  Works,  a  Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies,  with  an  Assistant, 
and  a  Grand  Organist. 

Number  of  Lodges,  155,  including  two  working  under  dispensa¬ 
tions.  No  statistics  are  given  of  the  number  of  initiations,  rejec¬ 
tions,  or  members.  Suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues,  215  ; 
for  unmasonic  conduct,  10  ;  expulsions,  20. 

Total  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1862, 
including  balances  on  hand  December  31,  1861,  General  Fund, 
$8,268.28;  disbursements,  $995.84  ;  balance,  $7,212. 44.  Masonic 
Asylum  Fund,  $1,396.85. 

COLORADO. 

Allyn  Weston . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Central  City. 

M.  C.  White . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. . 

J.  M.  Yan  Deren . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. . 

Richard  Sopris . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.. 

O.  B.  Brown . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . 

O.  A.  Whittemore . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary Colorado  City. 

Among  the  appointed  officers,  we  notice  as  not  usual  in  this 
jurisdiction,  a  Grand  Orator,  a  Grand  Lecturer,  and  a  Grand 
Standard  Bearer. 

Number  of  Lodges,  6.  The  statistics  of  the  number  of  initia¬ 
tions,  members,  &c.,  are  not  given. 

Total  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  3,  1862, 
$641.75  ;  disbursements,  $94.50  ;  balance,  $547.25. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Alvan  P.  Hyde . M.  W.  Grand  Master Tolland. 

David  E.  Bostwick,  M.D . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Litchfield. 

Nelson  N.  Barrett . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  .Collinsville. 

Arthur  B.  Calef . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.  .Middletown. 

Benjamin  Beecher . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer New  Haven.  . 

Lucius  E.  Hunt . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary Hartford. 

The  Grand  Deacons  also  are  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Number  of  Lodges,  66  ;  initiations,  789;  rejected,  42  ;  members, 
7,037  ;  suspensions,  3;  expulsions,  4. 

No  report  from  the  Grand  Treasurer  appears  in  the  printed 
proceedings.  The  amount  of  dues  from  subordinate  Lodges 
received  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  May  1863,  is  $1,357.50. 
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ENGLAND. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Zetland,  K.  W.  Grand  Master. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  de  Grey  and  Ripon...R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

G.  Cornwall  Legh,  M.  P . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Samuel  Tompkins . V.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

William  Gray  Clarke . V.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

A  Grand  Registrar,  a  Grand  Superintendent  of  Works,  a  Grand 
Director  of  Ceremonies,  with  an  Assistant,  and  a  Grand  Organist, 
are  among  the  Grand  Officers,  but  whether  elected  or  appointed 
the  printed  proceedings  do  not  enable  your  Committee  to  state. 
No  statistics  are  given  of  the  number  of  the  Lodges,  &c. 
Receipts  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1862,  for  general 
purposes,  £7,303  8s.  8d.  ;  disbursements,  (including  investment 
of  £3,323  17s.  6cZ. ,)  £6,7 40  14s.  Qd. ;  balance  £562  14s.  2d  Fund 
for  Benevolence;  receipts,  £3,475  13s.  0 d.  ;  disbursements,  (in¬ 
cluding  investment  of  £468  15s.  0 d  ,)  £3,633  12s.  9 d.;  balance 
due  Grand  Treasurer,  £157  19s.  9 d. 

£2,351  were  donated  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  petitioners, 
and  £800  to  Royal  Benevolent  Institution. 

INDIANA. 

William  Hacker . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Shelbyville. 

Harvey  G.  Hazelrigg . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Lebanon. 

William  J.  Millard,  Jr . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  .Millersville. 

George  W.  Porter . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. .New  Albany. 

Charles  Fisher . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Indianopolis. 

Francis  King . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary .  <c 

A  Grand  Lecturer  is  among  the  appointed  officers. 

Number  of  Lodges,  293,  including  three  working  under  dis¬ 
pensations;  initiations,  1,118  ;  members,  11,314  ;  suspensions  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  391;  suspensions  for  other  causes,  11 ;  ex¬ 
pulsions,  35. 

Total  receipts  for  fiscal  year  ending  May  23,  1863,  $6,697.48  ; 
disbursements,  $5,747- 05,  of  which  $4,074.30  was  for  mileage 
and  per  diem  of  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  attendance  at 
its  Annual  Communication  ;  balance,  $950.43. 

ILLINOIS. 

F.  M.  Blair . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Paris. 

John  C.  Baker . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Waukegan. 

Jerome  R.  Gorin . R.  W.  Grand  Senior  Warden.  .Decatur. 

James  C.  Luckey . R.  W.  Grand  Junior  Warden. .Polo. 

James  R.  Mack. . R.  TV'.  Grand  Treasurer . Nunda. 

Harman  G.  Reynolds . R.  TV.  Grand  Secretary . Springfield. 
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The  Grand  Chaplain,  a  Grand  Orator,  and  the  Grand  Tyler  are 
also  among  the  elected  officers. 

A  Grand  Standard  Bearer  is  one  of  the  appointed  officers. 
Number  of  Lodges  372,  including  seven  local  Lodges  working 
under  dispensations,  and  six  military  Lodges;  initiations,  1,349; 
rejected,  331 ;  members,  13,818  ;  suspensions  for  all  causes,  420  ; 
expulsions,  83. 

Total  receipts  for  1862,  $11,919.02.  The  disbursements  are 
not  stated  in  the  printed  proceedings. 

IOWA. 

Edw’d A. Guilbert,  A.M., M.D.M.  W.  Grand  Master . Dubuque. 

Oliver  George . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. . 

C.  K.  Peck . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. .Keokuk. 

William  J.  Law . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. .Bloomfield. 

R.  K.  McMasters . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Des  Moines. 

Theodore  S.  Parvin . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . Iowa  City. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  is  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master, 
instead  of  being  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  is  the  usage  in 
other  jurisdictions. 

Number  of  Lodges,  150;  initiations,  550;  members,  4,549; 
supensions  for  all  causes,  125  ;  expulsions,  13. 

Total  receipts  for  financial  year  ending  May  31,  1863,  $2,079.64  ; 
disbursements,  $2,100.59  ;  balance  due  Grand  Treasurer,  $20.95. 

KANSAS. 

Jacob  Saqui . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Atchison. 

C.  K.  Holliday . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Topeka. 

J.  F.  Bliss . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  .Grasshopper Falls. 

W.  F.  Johnston . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.. Auburn. 

Christian  Beck . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Leavenworth. 

E.  T.  Carr.. . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . Fort  Leavenworth. 

A  Grand  Lecturer  and  a  Grand  Orator  are  among  the  appointed 
Grand  Officers. 

Number  of  Lodges,  26;  initiations,  102  ;  rejected,  26  ;  members, 
720;  suspensions  for  all  causes,  47 ;  expulsions,  9. 

Total  receipts,  $784  85;  disbursements,  $590  55;  balance, 
$194.30. 

KENTUCKY. 

John  B.  Huston.. . . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Winchester. 

Rev.  P.  H.  Jeffries . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Newport. 

Thomas  Saddler . R.  W.  Grand  Senior  Warden.  .Paris. 

J.  H.  Caldwell . R.  W.  Grand  Junior  Warden.  .Hopkinsville. 

Albert  G.  Hodges . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Frankfort. 

Philip  Swigert . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . Frankfort. 
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The  Grand  Chaplain  and  Grand  Tyler  are  also  elected  by  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

Number  of  Lodges  321,  including  six  working  under  dispensa¬ 
tions  ;  initiations,  144  ;  members,  3,199;  suspensions  for  all  causes, 
244 ;  expulsions,  S. 

Total  receipts  for  the  year  ending  October  IT,  1862,  $8,056.09  ; 
disbursements,  $6,250  04  ;  balance,  $1,806.05.  Resources  of 
Grand  Lodge,  including  balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer, 
$32,328.93. 

LOUISIANA. 

J.  Q.  A.  Fellows . M.  TV.  Grand  Master . New  Orleans. 

A.  G.  Carter . E.  TV.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Port  Hudson. 

B.  G.  Thibodanx . E.  TV.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  .Thibodanx. 

Samuel  J.  Powell . E.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.. St.  Francisville. 

Harmon  Doane . E.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . New  Orleans. 

Samuel  M.  Todd . E.  TV.  Grand  Secretary . New  Orleans. 

Number  of  Lodges  110,  including  three  working  under  dispen¬ 
sations. 

Total  receipts  for  the  financial  year  ending  January,  31,  1863, 
$10,155.38;  disbursements,  $10,136. 15  ;  balance,  $19.23. 

Receipts  of  Louisiana  Relief  Lodge,  No.  1,  for  1862,  $1,2T6.04  ; 
disbursements,  $57T  ;  balance,  $699.04.  None  of  the  disburse¬ 
ments  were  for  the  relief  of  applicants  from  Pennsylvania. 


MAINE. 

William  P.  Preble . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Portland. 

John  J.  Bell . E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. . .  .Carmel. 

Edmund  B.  Hinkley . E.  TV.  Senior  Grand  Warden - Thomaston. 

F.  L.  Talbot . E.  TV.  Junior  Grand  Warden _ East  Macliias. 

Moses  Dodge . E.  TV.  Grand  Treasurer . Portland. 

Ira  Berry . E.  W.  Eecord’g  Grand  Secretary.  “ 

Edward  A.  O’Brien . E.TV.  Corresp’g  Grand  Secretary.  Cornish. 

The  last  named  officer  is  not  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  but 
appointed  by  the  Grand  Master.  A  Grand  Standard  Bearer  is 
also  among  the  appointed  officers. 

Number  of  Lodges,  110;  initiations,  1054;  rejected,  155  5 
members,  6,041. 

Total  receipts  for  financial  year  ending  May  1,  1 863,  $3,671. 74  ; 
disbursements,  $2,456.20  ;  balance,  $1,215.54. 
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MARYLAND. 

Rev.  John  N.  McJilton,  D.D.  .M.  W.  Grand  Master . Baltimore. 

W.  L.  W.  Seabrook . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. . 

James  Logue . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden.. 

William  H.  Jordan . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.. 

Frederick  Woodworth . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . Baltimore. 

Appointed  in  place  of  Jos.  Robinson,  deceased  since  election. 

Frederick  Fickey . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . 

The  Grand  Chaplain  and  the  Grand  Marshal  are  also  elected 
by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

A  Grand  Standard  Bearer  and  a  Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies 
are  among  the  appointed  officers. 

Instead  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  officers  with  anal¬ 
ogous  duties  are  appointed,  viz.  :  Grand  Inspectors,  three  for  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  and  one  for  each  county  of  the  State. 

Number  of  Lodges,  40  ;  initiations,  183;  members,  2,254; 
Dismissed  for  non-payment  of  dues,  44  ;  suspensions,  2 ;  expul¬ 
sions,  none. 

Total  receipts  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1863,  $6,143.83  ; 
disbursements,  $5,411.35;  balance,  $612.48.  Grand  Charity 
Fund,  $41,018.18. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

William  Parkman . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Boston. 

Charles  C.  Dame . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Newburyport. 

William  C.  Martin . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  .Boston. 

Daniel  Reynolds . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. .Springfield. 

John  McClellan . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Boston. 

Charles  W.  Moore . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary .  “ 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  is  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master. 
Among  the  appointed  officers,  also,  are  a  Corresponding  Grand 
Secretary,  three  Grand  Lecturers,  a  Grand  Chorister,  and  a  Grand 
Organist. 

Number  of  Lodges  130,  including  ten  army  Lodges. 

MICHIGAN. 

J.  Eastman  Johnson . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Centreville. 

Lovell  Moore . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Grand  Rapids. 

Michael  Ayres . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. . Fenton ville. 

A.  T.  Metcalf . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.  .Kalamazoo. 

R.  W.  Landon . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Niles. 

James  Fenton . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . Detroit. 

The  Grand  Chaplain,  a  Grand  Architect,  a  Grand  Yisitor  and 
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Lecturer,  the  Grand  Deacons,  the  Grand  Marshal,  the  Grand 
Sword  Bearer,  the  Grand  Pursuivant,  and  the  Grand  Steward 
and  Tiler,  are  all  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  None  of  the 
officers  are  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Number  of  Lodges  135,  including  seven  working  under  dispen¬ 
sations  ;  initiations,  1,100  ;  rejected,  319  ;  members,  7, 313  ;  sus¬ 
pensions  for  all  causes,  197 ;  expulsions,  26. 

Total  receipts  for  the  year  ending  January  12,  1363,  $2,444.31  ; 
disbursements,  $2,495.84  ;  balance  due  Grand  Treasurer,  $51.53. 

MISSOURI. 

John  H.  Turner . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Glasgow. 

William  N.  Loker . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .St.  Louis. 

Rev.  John  D.  Vincil . R.  W.  Grand  Senior  Warden.  .Glasgow. 

Allen  L.  McGregor . R.  W.  Grand  Junior  Warden.  .Vienna. 

John  D.  Daggett . R.  W .  Grand  Treasurer . St.  Louis. 

A.  O’Sullivan . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary .  cc 

Two  Grand  Orators  are  among  the  appointed  officers. 

Number  of  Lodges,  198  ;  suspensions,  275  ;  expulsions,  18. 
Total  receipts  for  the  financial  year  ending  May  27,  1863,  includ¬ 
ing  balance  of  $7,338.85,  May  29,  1862,  $10,368.85;  disburse¬ 
ments,  $3,088  ;  balance,  $7,280.85 

St.  Louis  Board  of  Belief ;  receipts,  $1,468.50  ;  disbursements 
$874.75;  balance,  $593.75. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Isaac  Van  Wagoner . M.  TV.  Grand  Master . Paterson. 

Robert  C.  Buzby . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Bordentown. 

Holmes  W.  Murphy . R.  W.  Grand  Senior  Warden.  .Freehold. 

Chancellor  W.  Chase . R.  W.  Grand  Junior  Warden.  .Jersey  City. 

Jonathan  S.  Fish . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Trenton. 

Joseph  W.  Hough . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary .  “ 

The  Deputy  Grand  Secretary  is  also  an  elective  officer. 

Number  of  Lodges,  63;  initiations,  71;  members,  3,265;  sus¬ 
pensions  for  all  causes,  84  ;  expulsions,  2. 

Total  receipts  for  the  financial  year  ending  January  15,  1863, 
$2,718.37  ;  disbursements,  $1,099.96;  balance,  $1,618.41. 

NEW  YORK. 

Clinton  F.  Paige . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Binghampton. 

J.  B.  Yates  Sommers . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .New  York. 

Stephen  H.  Johnson . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  .Schenectady. 

James  Gibson . ~.R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.  .Salem. 

Charles  H.  Church . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . New  York. 

James  M.  Austin,  M.D . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . New  York. 
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Five  Grand  Chaplains,  a  Grand  Lecturer  and  the  Grand  Pur¬ 
suivant  and  the  Grand  Tyler,  are  also  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Number  of  Lodges,  4*76  ;  initiations,  3, 1 9*7 ;  members,  June  1, 
1862,  31,566  ;  suspensions  for  unmasonic  conduct,  2  ;  expulsions, 
29. 

Total  receipts  for  the  financial  year  ending  May  31,  1863, 
$19,845.32;  disbursements,  $1*7,133.46;  balance,  $2,661.86. 
Hall  and  Asylum  Fund,  $45,032.08. 

Masonic  Board  of  Belief  New  York  city  ;  receipts,  $2, 9 65. *75; 
disbursements,  $2,965.  Brooklyn  Masonic  Belief  Association  ; 
receipts,  $1,500.25  ;  disbursements,  $1,454.18. 

OREGON. 

William  W.  Fowler . . M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

John  McKaken . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

S.  F.  Chadwick . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Ralph  Wilcox . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

A.  M.  Belt . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

W.  S.  Caldwell . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

A  Grand  Orator,  a  Grand  Lecturer,  and  a  Grand  Standard 
Bearer,  are  among  the  appointed  officers. 

Number  of  Lodges  23,  including  two  working  under  dispensa¬ 
tions;  initiations,  41 ;  rejected,  18;  members,  *744  ;  suspensions  for 
all  causes,  1 1  ;  expulsions,  3. 

Total  receipts  for  financial  year  ending  September  16,  1862, 
$5,203.38  ;  disbursements,  $866.50  ;  balance,  $4,336.88.  Edu¬ 
cational  Fund;  receipts, '  $2,702.71  ;  disbursements,  $1,460.40; 
total  amount  of  Fund,  $8,612.39. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Ariel  Ballou . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Woonsocket. 

Philip  B.  Bourn .  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Bristol. 

George  A.  French . R.  W.  Grand  Senior  Warden.  .Pawtucket. 

Ara  Hildreth . R.  W.  Grand  Junior  Warden.. Newport. 

Gardner  T.  Swarts . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Providence. 

Thomas  A.  Doyle . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary .  “ 

All  the  remaining  officers  are  also  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  not  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Number  of  Lodges,  17  ;  initiations,  160;  rejected,  27 ;  members, 
1,705;  suspensions,  2  ;  expulsions,  none. 

Total  receipts  for  the  financial  year  ending  May  25,  1863, 
$525.17  ;  disbursements,  $952.65;  balance  due  Grand  Treasurer, 
$427.48. 
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VERMONT. 

Leverett  B.  Englesby . M.  TV.  Grand  Master . Burlington. 

George  M.  Hall . It.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Swanton. 

Ranslure  W.  Clarke . R.  W.  Grand  Senior  Warden. .  Brattleboro. 

Nathan  P.  Bowman . R.  W.  Grand  Junior  Warden.  .Island  Pond. 

William  G.  Shaw . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Burlington. 

Henry  Clark . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . Poultney. 

The  Grand  Deacons  are  also  among  the  elective  officers.  A 
Grand  Lecturer  is  among  the  appointed  officers. 

Xumber  of  Lodges  11,  including  two  working  under  dispensa¬ 
tions  ;  members,  3,534 ;  suspensions  for  all  causes,  4 ;  expulsions,  4. 

Total  receipts  for  the  financial  year  ending  January  15,  1863, 
$1,815;  disbursements,  $517,45  ;  balance,  $1,297.55. 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

Thomas  M.  Reed . M.  W.  Grand  Master . Olympia. 

Louis  Sohns . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Vancouver. 

John  Webster . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  .Port  Madison. 

E.  S.  Eowler . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.  .Port  Townsend. 

James  Biles . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Turn  Water. 

T.  F.  McElroy . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary . Olympia. 

A  Grand  Lecturer  is  also  among  the  elective  officers  ;  and 
among  the  appointed  officers  are  a  Grand  Bible  Bearer,  a  Grand 
Orator,  and  a  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

dumber  of  Lodges,  9  ;  initiations,  43 ;  rejected,  8  ;  members, 
295;  suspensions  for  all  causes,  4  ;  expulsions,  1. 

Total  receipts  for  the  financial  year  ending  December  3,  1862, 
$1,043.45  ;  disbursements,  $475.19  ;  balance,  $568.26. 

WISCONSIN. 

Alvin  B.  Alden . M.  W.  Grand  Master Portage  City. 

David  H.  Wight . R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master.  .Madison. 

John  T.  Wentworth. . R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden.  .Geneva. 

William  H.  Hiner . R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.  .Fond  du  Lac. 

Samuel  S.  Daggett . R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer . Milwaukie. 

William  T.  Palmer . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary .  “ 

A  Grand  Lecturer  is  among  the  appointed  officers. 

Xumber  of  Lodges  128,  including  seven  working  under  dispen¬ 
sations  ;  initiations,  345  ;  rejected,  86;  members,  4,956  ;  suspen¬ 
sions  for  all  causes,  58  ;  expulsions,  6. 

Total  receipts  for  the  financial  year  ending  June  10,  1863, 
$5,311.53  ;  disbursements,  $3,047.90  ;  balance,  $2,264.63. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Committee  have  occasion  to  reiterate  the  regret  so  often 
expressed  by  former  Committees  of  Correspondence,  at  the  great 
irregularity  which  attends  the  interchange  of  the  printed  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges.  Of  the  twenty-three  Grand 
Lodges  whose  proceedings  form  the  groundwork  of  the  present 
Report,  four,  to  wit :  Canada,  England,  Colorado  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  take  no  notice  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  any  other 
Grand  Lodges  ;  they  seem  to  have  no  Committees  of  Foreign 
Correspondence,  or  any  mode  by  which  the  proceedings  of  other 
Grand  Lodges  are  regularly  noticed  or  considered.  The  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  two  Grand  Lodges,  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Louisiana,  report  their  inability  to  report  at  length  ; 
do  not  state  what  proceedings,  if  any,  have  been  received  from 
other  Grand  Lodges  ;  and  are  granted  an  extension  of  time  to  pre¬ 
pare  fuller  reports.  Thirteen  Grand  Lodges,  whose  Reports  of 
Foreign  Correspondence,  contain  extended  notices  of  such  pro¬ 
ceedings  as  they  have  received,  have  failed  to  receive  any  pro¬ 
ceedings  from  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Only  six  Grand  Lodges  out  of  the  whole  number,  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  any  communications  from  Pennsylvania,  to  wit : 
California,  Connecticut,  Illinois,  Michigan,  New  Jersey  and  Ver¬ 
mont. 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  California ,  have  received  only  the  Pamphlet  containing  the 
correspondence  between  the  Chairman  of  the  so-called  North 
American  Congress,  and  Brother  Vaux  as  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correspondence  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  After  giving  a 
synopsis  of  Brother  Vaux’s  reply  to  the  invitation  to  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  meet  said  Congress,  in  September,  1862,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  say  : 

“  In  like  connection  similar  sentiments  were  concurred  in  by 
our  Grand  Lodge  last  year,  and  we  especially  commend  the  views 
so  well  expressed  by  Brother  Vaux.” 

The  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut ,  upon 
whom  is  devolved  ex  officio  the  duty  of  preparing  the  Report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  also  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the 
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Pamphlet  above  referred  to  ;  and  after  giving  a  short  extract  from 
Brother  Yaux’s  reply,  dismisses  the  subject  thus  : 

“  We  do  not  know  whether  the  proposed  Convention  was  held, 
or  what  action  it  took  in  reference  to  the  object  of  its  meeting. 
We  take  it  for  granted,  however,  that  its  application  of  the  ‘balm’ 
was  not  very  effectual,  as  we  have  seen  many  evidences,  since 
September  last,  that  *  the  country’s  rankling  wounds’  are  still  quite 
sore.” 

Xo  other  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  have  been  received  ; 
but  the  Grand  Secretary  prints  at  length  in  his  Report,  a  com¬ 
munication  addressed  to  his  predecessor,  Brother  Storer,  by  the 
Secretary  of  Lodge  Xo.  62,  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  dated  Xovem- 
ber  10, 1862,  in  which  inquiry  is  made  in  reference  to  an  application 
made  to  visit  that  Lodge  by  a  person  claiming  to  be  a  member  of 
a  subordinate  Lodge,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  ;  and  as 
to  which  applicant,  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  him,  re¬ 
ported  that  he  was  a  cripple,  one  of  his  legs  being  six  inches 
shorter  than  the  other,  this  deformity  having  existed  from  his 
birth  ;  and  that  as  they  could  not  report  in  favor  of  the  admission 
of  one  so  deformed,  they  had  declined  making  any  examination. 
The  communication  was  made  in  compliance  with  a  Resolution 
of  the  Lodge,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  a  Lodge 
such  as  the  one  designated  by  the  applicant  existed  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

‘  and  also  whether  persons  so  deformed  as  [the  applicant]  can  be 
admitted  into  the  Masonic  Lodges  of  Connecticut.’” 

To  this  communication,  the  Grand  Secretary,  the  R.  W.  Brother 
Lucius  E.  Hunt,  makes  reply  in  his  Report  upon  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence,  as  follows : 

“We  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  our  good  brother  that 
Apollo  Lodge  is  not  a  myth,  but  a  veritable  Masonic  organiza¬ 
tion,  consisting  of  active,  respectable,  conscientious  officers  and 
members  ;  and  that  [the  applicant]  was  a  member  thereof  in  good 
standing,  so  late  as  May,  1860,  when  the  names  of  her  member¬ 
ship  were  reported  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  As  to  the  other  in¬ 
quiry  of  our  brother,  we  have  only  to  say,  the  sessions  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  have  heretofore  been  so  fully  occupied 
in  the  consideration  of  important  matters  pertaining  to  the  well¬ 
being  of  the  Masonic  Institution  in  this  jurisdiction,  that  she  had 
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not  yet  found  time  to  fix  a  standard  for  the  length  of  the  legs  of 
candidates  for  her  honors.'1'’ 

The  flippancy  of  tone  which  characterizes  the  remarks  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  on  both  the  matters  he  refers  to,  strikes  your 
Committee  as  derogating  from  that  high  standard  of  dignity  and 
Masonic  courtesy  which  ought  to  be  expected  in  all  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  fraternity.  The  name  of  the  applicant  is  given  at 
length,  and  whatever  may  be  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  question 
involved,  so  long  as  the  applicant  was  acknowledged  as  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  one  of  the  Lodges  in  that  jurisdiction,  and 
not  an  impostor,  there  seems  to  be  a  manifest  want  of  delicacy 
and  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  the  brother,  in  thus  spread¬ 
ing  his  misfortune  of  a  personal  deformity — a  subject  upon  which 
there  is  naturally  an  especial  sensitiveness — at  large  upon  the 
printed  proceedings. 

It  seems  to  your  Committee  that  a  reply  by  letter  to  the 
courteous  and  no  ways  improper  inquiry  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Lodge  at  Reading,  would  have  been  the  more  satisfactory  way  to 
all  the  parties  concerned  of  disposing  of  the  subject. 

We  doubt  whether  the  venerable  Brother  Storer,  the  former 
Grand  Secretary,  with  all  his  Masonic  experience,  would  have 
treated  the  matter  as  his  successor  has  done. 

But  the  question  involved  in  this  correspondence  is,  in  the  view 
of  your  Committee,  entitled  to  consideration  as  an  “  important 
matter  pertaining  to  the  well-being  of  the  Masonic  Institution,” 
not  only  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  but  throughout  the 
world.  What  is  to  become  of  the  Institution,  if  its  “  Ancient 
Landmarks”  are  to  be  removed  and  disregarded  ?  The  beautiful 
Masonic  edifice  will  be  defaced  and  its  fair  proportions  destroyed, 
even  if^  the  entire  building  does  not  fall  into  ruin.  The  “Ancient 
Charges”  expressly  declare  “that  no  master  should  take  an  ap¬ 
prentice  unless  he  be  a  perfect  youth,  having  no  maim  or  defect 
in  his  body,  that  may  render  him  incapable  of  learning  the  art,  of 
serving  his  master’s  lord,  and  of  being  made  a  brother,  and  then  a 
fellow-craft  in  due  time.”  It  may  well  be  feared  that  if  a  laxity 
or  indifference  to  the  physical  qualifications  of  candidates  is  allowed 
to  prevail  in  one  case,  the  barrier  will  be  eventually  entirely  thrown 
down,  and  the  ancient  regulations  wholly  disregarded  and  forgotten. 


51 


The  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Illinois ,  commend  to  the  Order  in  that  State,  an  extract  from 
the  eloquent  Report  of  Brother  Richard  Vaux  on  Foreign  Cor¬ 
respondence,  presented  at  the  Annual  Communication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  December  27,  1861,  italicising  the  sentence,  11  The 
Union  must  exist  or  free  Government  is  a  failure.” 

The  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  give  without 
comment  a  synopsis  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Correspondence  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  1861,  and  of  the  reply  of 
Brother  Yaux  to  the  invitation  of  the  “North  American  Masonic 
Congress”  to  meet  in  convention  to  endeavor  to  pour  the  oil  of 
tranquillity  on  the  troubled  waters  of  national  strife. 

The  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey  notice  the 
Abstract  of  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  1861,  and  re¬ 
mark  upon  the  “well-merited  mark  of  respect”  to  our  R.  W. 
Grand  Secretary,  Brother  Adams,  in  his  appointment  as  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri ;  and  speak  of  the  Re¬ 
port  of  our  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  as  a  “valuable 
and  interesting  document.” 


The  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont  speak  of  the 
Address  of  our  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  Thomson,  for  1861, 
as  a  brief,  well-written  document,  and  quote  with  approval  ex¬ 
tracts  therefrom,  upon  the  relation  of  Masonry  to  the  condition  of 
the  country,  and  upon  dispensations  for  degrees.  The  Report  of 
our  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  is  characterized  as  an 
“  able,  judicious  and  fraternal  review”  of  the  proceedings  of  sister 
Grand  Lodges,  and  “  the  style  and  spirit  in  which  it  is  written,” 
as  “worthy  of  imitation.” 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  GRAND  LODGES  IN  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  is  in  cor¬ 
respondence  with  but  two  Grand  Lodges  outside  of  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  viz.  :  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Canada  and  Eng¬ 
land. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  is  in  correspon- 
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dence  with  the  following  Grand  Lodges  in  Foreign  States,  in 
addition  to  the  two  above  mentioned,  viz.  :  Saxony  ;  Hanover  ; 
Three  Globes  at  Berlin  ;  Grand  Lodge  of  Germany  at  Berlin  ; 
Royal  York,  Berlin ;  Hamburg;  Switzerland — Alpina;  Belgium — 
Conseil  Supreme;  Hesse  Darmstadt  (Zur  Eintraclit)  ;  Ireland; 
France  ;  Turin  ;  and  Chili. 

The  other  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  with  perhaps 
one  or  two  exceptions,  have  no  correspondence  with  any  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  in  foreign  countries. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  good  and  sufficient 
reason  exists  why  each  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States 
should  not  be  in  direct  correspondence  with  all  the  lawful  Grand 
Lodges  throughout  the  world  ;  and  that  on  many  accounts  such 
a  correspondence  would  be  eminently  desirable  ;  and  they  ear¬ 
nestly  hope  that  this  Grand  Lodge  will  fully  sanction  all  efforts 
that  may  be  made  bj^  their  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence 
to  effect  a  regular  interchange  of  printed  documents,  between  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  and  all  recognized  Grand  Lodges 
in  Foreign  States. 

Such  an  interchange  of  documents  and  correspondence  will 
serve  one  most  useful  purpose,  in  enlightening  the  members  of 
all  such  Grand  Lodges,  as  to  the  constitution  and  relations  of 
the  several  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
preventing  the  growth  and  prevalence  of  a  very  natural  supposi¬ 
tion,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  has  and  exercises  a 
controlling  influence  and  government  in  the  conduct  of  Masonic 
affairs  in  this  country.  Of  the  legitimate  influence  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York,  founded  upon  her  central  position, — the  great 
number  of  her  Lodges  and  members, — the  large  territory  over 
which  she  exercises  jurisdiction, — the  Masonic  intelligence  and 
worth  which  she  may  justly  be  proud  of  in  her  members, — the 
dignity  and  importance  of  the  Masonic  interests  confided  to  her 
supervision, — there  is  no  occasion  to  fear.  Nor  is  complaint  made 
of  her  in  any  respect.  She  has  a  right  to  rejoice  in  and  be  proud 
of  her  successful  efforts  to  extend  fraternal  intercourse  between 
herself  and  all  the  Grand  Lodges  throughout  the  globe.  But  the 
other  Grand  Lodges  of  this  country  owe  it  to  their  own  standing 
and  dignity,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  whole  order,  that  it  does 
not  happen  through  any  remissness  on  their  part,  that  they  shall 
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be  entirely  ignored  or  passed  by,  or  regarded  tacitly  or  openly,  by 
Grand  Lodges  in  foreign  countries,  as  inferior  or  subordinate  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York. 

So  far  as  the  proceedings  or  actions  of  other  Grand  Lodges 
form  legitimate  subjects  for  comment  upon  the  part  of  sister  Grand 
Lodges,  the  Grand  Lodges  in  Foreign  States  which  have  been 
mentioned,  now  necessarily  depend  entirely  upon  the  expressions 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  through  her  Committee  of 
Foreign  Correspondence,  as  the  representative  of  the  views  of 
American  Masons.  And  while  your  Committee  cannot  but  enter¬ 
tain  the  hope  that  no  difference  of  opinion  would  exist  between 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  as  to  any  particular  act 
or  proceeding  of  any  Grand  Lodge  of  a  foreign  country,  which 
might  require  comment  as  concerning  the  welfare  and  interests  of 
the  Craft  at  large  ;  and  while  they  are  absolutely  certain  that  by 
no  Grand  Lodge  could  opinions  and  views  upon  such  topics  be 
expressed  in  a  more  able,  dignified  and  courteous  manner  than 
by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  still  they  cannot  but 
feel  that  each  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  ought 
to  individually  have  the  opportunity  of  expressing  their  views 
and  feelings.  It  rests  with  the  several  Grand  Lodges,  and  their 
respective  Committees  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  to  see  that 
this  opportunity  is  had.  Your  Committee  are  sure  that  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  will  most  cordially  welcome 
such  an  extension  of  correspondence  between  the  Grand  Masonic 
bodies  throughout  the  world. 

SPECIAL  NOTICES  OF  PARTICULAR  JURISDICTIONS. 

CANADA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  seems,  for  the  most  part,  to  have 
amicably  arranged  her  difficulties  with  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Ireland  and  Scotland,  though  she  has  not  fully  secured  what 
the  former  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  have  so  repeatedly  and  strongly  insisted  upon  as  the  true 
Masonic  rule,  to  wit,  exclusive  Masonic  jurisdiction  within  its 
territorial  limits,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  established  for  the  particular 
state,  territory,  province,  or  other  political  or  geographical  division 
of  country.  The  M.  W  Grand  Master  of  Canada,  in  his  address, 
says  : 
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“  I  am  liappy  to  report  that  our  difficulty  with  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  may  be  said  to  be  at  an  end,  for  although  there  are 
still  minor  points  to  be  cleared  up,  the  very  best  feelings  of  cor¬ 
diality  exist. 

“It  will  be  seen  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has  erased 
many  Lodges  in  Canada  from  her  list,  but  still  claims  among 
others  control  over  seven ,  which  she  must  retain  at  present,  owing 
to  some  formalities,  required  by  her  constitution,  not  having  been 
complied  with.  *  *  *  *  The  satisfactory  settlement  of 

these  Lodges  must  be  a  simple  matter. 

“There  is  likewise  [St.  George’s  Lodge]  No.  G43,  Montreal , 
the  legal  existence  and  continuance  of  which  has  been  strongly 
denounced  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  which  it  will  be  seen,  I  have 
strenuously  protested  against,  and  I  think  for  valid  and  just  rea¬ 
sons.” 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  mention,  that  at  the  Quarterly 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  held  September 
2d,  1863,  the  “  Colonial  Board”  presented  a  report  upon  a  commu¬ 
nication  which  they  had  received  from  said  Lodge  No.  643,  at 
Montreal,  complaining  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada, 
in  prohibiting  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction  from  holding  Masonic 
intercourse  with  the  members  of  that  Lodge,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Lodge  was  working  irregularly,  and  that  it  had  once  surren¬ 
dered  its  warrant  and  joined  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada. 

The  “  Colonial  Board”  in  their  Report  say,  “  That  they  find  no 
reason  for  this  assumption  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada;  ”  and  after  reciting  certain  facts  and  commenting  thereon, 
state  that  they  have  directed  a  communication  to  be  addressed  to 
the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  at  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Canada,  “  requesting  him  to  bring  the  subject  seriously  to 
the  notice  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Canada,  and  to  urge  the  speedy 
adjustment  of  all  differences  ;  and  although  they  consider  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  can  claim  as  a  right  to  have  those  Lodges 
in  Canada  under  her  constitution  that  she  regards  as  regular,  re¬ 
spected  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  they  would  prefer  that 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  regularity  of  the  St.  George’s  Lodge, 
No.  643,  should  be  voluntarily  admitted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada,  and  which  they  feel  confident  will,  as  in  justice  ought  to 
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be  done,  when  the  Grand  Master  of  Canada  has  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  before  him.” 

The  Report  was  received,  adopted  and  entered  on  the  Minutes, 
upon  motion  of  Brother  J.  S.  S.  Hopwood,  President  of  the  Board, 
who  expressed  a  hope  “that  the  good  sense  of  the  brethren  and 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  would  prevent  any  further  trouble.” 

Your  Committee  have  felt  that  the  importance  of  the  cpiestion 
involved,  justified  this  extended  notice  of  a  still  existing  difficulty 
between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Canada  and  England,  and  without 
further  comment,  they  can  but  reiterate  and  indorse  as  sound 
Masonic  law,  the  views  so  ably  presented  upon  the  subject  of 
exclusive  territorial  Masonic  jurisdiction,  by  their  former  Chair¬ 
man,  the  present  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden.  Your  Committee 
express  the  earnest,  sincere  and  Masonic  wish  and  hope,  that 
these  differences  may  be  speedily  and  harmoniously  adjusted. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Canada  further  states,  that  “'With  our 
first  friend,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  no  clouds  now  intervene 
to  mar  our  harmony.” 


COLORADO. 

To  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  the  youngest  among  our  sister 
Grand  Lodges,  and  whose  proceedings  are  now  for  the  first  time 
among  those  received  and  referred  to  your  Committee,  we  de¬ 
sire  on  behalf  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
extend  the  most  cordial  and  fraternal  greeting,  and  to  wish  her 
the  utmost  prosperity. 

Your  Committee  cannot  but  commend  the  thoroughly  business 
and  Masonic  tone  of  the  proceedings,  and  to  notice  with  approval 
as  to  form  and  manner,  and  generally  as  to  substance  the  Consti- 
tution,  By-Laws  and  Rules  of  Order  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Your  Committee  would  notice,  however,  as  contrary  to  the 
usage  which  prevails  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  Section 
46  of  the  By-Laws,  which  is  as  follows  : 

“  It  is  contrary  to,  and  inconsistent  with  the  ancient  usages  and 
precepts  of  our  Order,  to  withdraw  from  a  subordinate  Lodge,  or 
to  reside  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  subordinate  Lodge,  without 
becoming  a  member  thereof.” 
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ENGLAND. 

This  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  has  procured  a  site,  adopted  plans 
and  appointed  an  architect  for  the  erection  in  London  of  new  buil¬ 
dings,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  other  Ma¬ 
sonic  bodies  meeting  in  that  city,  which  will  doubtless  reflect 
equal  credit  upon  the  Order,  and  upon  the  liberality  of  that  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge. 

Upon  the  8th  of  August,  1863,  at  a  special  communication  held 
for  the  purpose,  the  R.  W.  Algernon  Perkins,  P.  G.  Warden  as 
Grand  Master,  assisted  by  the  other  Grand  Officers,  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation-stone  of  a  new  building,  wherein  the  sons  of  Freemasons 
are  to  be  maintained  and  educated. 

KENTUCKY. 

The  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge  requires  a  representation 
of  one-third  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  not  laboring  under  any 
disability,  in  order  to  the  opening  of  a  Grand  Communication. 

Upon  assembling  at  Louisville  in  October,  1862,  for  the  Annual 
Communication,  and  calling  the  roll,  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master 
announced  that  the  constitutional  number  of  Lodges  was  not  re¬ 
presented  ;  whereupon  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Grand  Master,  in  regard  to  what  constituted  a 
constitutional  number  of  Lodges. 

The  Committee  reported  that  the  total  number  of  Lodges  was 
316;  that  15  of  these  had  not  been  represented,  or  paid  dues  for 
three  years  then  past ;  123  had  in  like  manner  failed  to  pay  or  be 
represented  for  two  years  then  past ;  and  that  2  Lodges  had  sur¬ 
rendered  their  charters  ;  that  there  were  in  attendance  84  Lodges  ; 
and  that  the  Committee  had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Grand 
Master  to  arrest  the  charters  or  suspend  the  operations  of  the 
138  Lodges  under  the  above-mentioned  disabilities  ;  and  recom¬ 
mending  that  it  be  done  for  a  time,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  opened. 

The  Grand  Master  thereupon  announced  to  the  brethren  assem¬ 
bled,  that  after  consultation  with  the  Committee,  and  in  deference 
to  their  judgment,  he  was  satisfied  that  he  had  the  power  to  sus¬ 
pend  the  charters  of  all  Lodges  for  the  time  being,  which  had  not 
complied  with  the  constitutional  requirements  in  regard  to  payment 
f  dues  and  representation  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  they  having  been, 
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as  lie  was  assured,  cited  by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  appear  before 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  show  cause  why  their  charters  should  not 
be  arrested,  and  having  failed  to  obey  said  citation. 

He  thereupon  issued  an  order  suspending  the  labors  of  said  15 
Lodges  for  ten  days,  and  of  the  remaining  123  Lodges  during  the 
then  present  convocation. 

The  roll  "was  again  called,  and  it  appearing  that  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  active  Lodges — those  that  labored  under  no  disability 
— were  represented,  the  Grand  Lodge  w-as  opened. 

Your  Committee  have  deemed  it  proper  thus  to  notice  the 
unusual  circumstances  which  attended  the  opening  of  the  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  on  account  of 
their  importance  in  a  Masonic  point  of  view,  and  as  showing  how 
greatly  the  Rebellion  and  the  presence  of  w^ar  within  her  borders, 
has  affected  the  Order  in  that  State. 

MISSOURI. 

Your  Committee  desire  to  include  this  State  among  those  wdiose 
proceedings  they  specially  notice,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Craft  in  Pennsylvania,  whose  territory  lias  felt  but  in  a  light 
degree  the  ravages  of  war,  to  the  wide-spread  desolation  among 
the  Lodges  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  whose  soil  has  been  the 
theatre  of  a  border  warfare.  Twenty-three  Lodges  are  reported 
as  having  their  rooms  burned  or  robbed, — jewels,  furniture  and 
charters  destroyed, — and  their  members  dispersed.  These  are  in 
addition  to  a  large  number  of  Lodges  from  which  no  returns 
have  been  received,  and  others  which  have  gone  down  or  sus¬ 
pended  their  labors,  owing  to  the  Rebellion  and  the  continued 
presence  of  a  wasting  and  destructive  warfare  within  the  State. 
Your  Committee  cannot  but  express  on  behalf  of  the  R  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  her  sympathy  with  the  sufferings,  losses 
and  trials  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri. 

Your  Committee,  in  omitting  to  notice  specifically  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  other  Grand  Lodges,  can  only  regret  that  time  and 
space  alike  forbid  the  attempt.  The  report  of  one  of  the  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Foreign  Correspondence  now  before  them  occupies  125 
closely  printed  octavo  pages,  and  while  full  of  interest  as  a  clear 
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and  able  compendium  of  the  Masonic  history  for  the  year  which  it 
covers,  yet  it  is  impracticable  as  a  model  for  general  adoption.  It 
may  perhaps  be  found  necessary  and  advisable  for  the  R.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  at  some  future  time,  in  view  of 
the  embarrassments  which  arise  out  of  the  very  nature  of  the 
case,  to  define  more  specifically  the  duties  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Correspondence  by  formal  regulation. 

CONSEKVATOKS’  ASSOCIATION. 

In  the  Report  of  your  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence 
for  the  vear  1861.  some  notice  was  taken  of  this  “  Institution,”  in 
response  to  a  Communication  from  the  R.  W.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson, 
Grand  Master  of  Minnesota,  From  the  documents  at  present 
under  consideration,  your  Committee  are  more  fully  informed  as 
to  the  objects  and  details  of  the  “  scheme  and  they  conceive  it 
will  be  of  advantage  to  the  Craft  to  make  it  the  subject  of  a  more 
extended  notice,  that  all  may  take  due  warning  of  its  pernicious 
and  unmasonic  tendencies  Your  Committee  acknowledge  their 
indebtedness  for  most  of  the  information  they  have  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  Address  of  Brother  James  Fenton,  R.  W.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  delivered  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  Detroit,  as  quoted  by  the  M.  W.  John  N.  McJilton,  Grand 
Master  of  Maryland,  in  his  Address  delivered  at  the  Special  Com¬ 
munication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  August  17,  1863. 

The  “  scheme”  seems  to  have  originated  with  Brother  Robert 
Morris,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky,  who  is  styled  “  Chief 
Conservator.”  The  association,  which  alleges  that  it  “has  been 
formed  of  experienced  and  devoted  Masons,”  is  styled  “  Conser¬ 
vators  of  Symbolic  Masonry.” 

Its  Plan  “  comprises  one  Conservator  in  each  Lodge.  lie  may 
appoint  two  deputies,  for  whose  prudence  and  discretion  he  will 
be  held  responsible.  The  Chief  Conservator  has  general  control 
and  management  over  the  association.  A  Deputy  Chief  Con¬ 
servator  will  be  designated  ior  every  Congressional  district. 
Every  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Senior  or  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  and  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  who  unites 
himself  with  the  association,  is  an  ex  officio  Deputy  Chief  Con¬ 
servator. 
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“In  those  States  where  the  Grand  Lodge  have  established  a 
svstem  of  lectures  more  or  less  different  from  Webb’s,  the  associa- 
tion  will  endeavor  to  effect  its  great  and  important  object  by  in¬ 
structing  one  or  more  of  its  intelligent  Masons  in  every  Lodge,  as 
above  mentioned,  and  thus  bringing  the  influence  of  truth  to  bear 
upon  the  Grand  Lodges  themselves.” 

Its  objects  are  : 

“1.  The  dissemination  of  the  ancient  and  genuine  work  and 
lectures  of  the  three  first  decrees  arranged  bv  Preston,  and  taught 
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by  Thomas  Smith  Webb. 

“  2  The  discountenancing  of  all  changes,  innovations  and  errors 
of  everv  sort,  introduced  into  the  first  three  decrees  of  Masonrv 
since  the  death  of  Webb,  in  1819. 

“  3.  A  perfect  uniformity  in  the  means  of  recognition,  the  cere¬ 
monies,  the  language  of  the  lectures,  and  every  thing  that  is 
secret  in  symbolic  Masonry. 

“  4.  The  building  up  of  schools  of  instruction  in  every  Lodge,  in 
which  the  same  work  and  lectures  shall  be  taught  that  are  taught 
every  where  else. 

“5.  Instructing  intelligent  and  ardent  masters  for  the  work 
and  responsibilities  of  Masonic  lecturers. 

“  6.  Affording  travelling  brethren  the  opportunity  to  pass 
themselves  with  honor  and  credit  in  everv  Lodsre  thev  mav  visit. 

1/  O  c J  t> 

“7.  Strengthening  the  tie  that  binds  Masons  together  by  the 
additional  tie  of  Conservators  of  the  Work. 

“  8.  The  detection  and  exposure  of  impostors. 

“  9.  Mutual  acquaintance,  conference,  counsel  and  sympathy 
amongst  the  Conservators. 

“  10.  Opening  the  way  for  a  more  intimate  communion  between 
the  Masons  of  Europe  and  America.” 

The  “  Chief  Conservator”  addresses  a  circular  entitled  “  Com¬ 
munication  Xo.  1,”  and  marked  “  Masonic  ally  confidential ,”  to 
anv  brother  he  mav  think  willing  to  enter  into  the  “  scheme,”  and 
a  desirable  member  of  the  association.  This  circular  sets  forth 
the  “  Objects”  and  “Plan,”  as  above  stated ;  and  goes  on  to  say, 
“Xo  measure  will  at  any  time  be  tolerated  which  is  opposed  to 
that  filial  affection  and  duty  due  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  which  is 
contrary  to  its  constitutional  regulations  :”  and  closes  with  an 
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“  Invitation”  to  the  brother  addressed  to  participate  “  in  this 
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great  undertaking,”  and  with  a  request  to  write  on  the  back  of  the 
circular:  “1.  What  you  think  of  the  plan?  2.  Would  you  like 
to  know  more  of  it  ?  3.  Whether  the  details  strike  you  as  pru¬ 
dent,  practicable  and  rational  ?  4.  Whether  you  will  take  hand 

in  the  same  ?  Then  send  back  the  circular  within  ten  days.” 

If  this  circular  is  returned  with  an  affirmative  answer,  “  Com¬ 
munication  No.  2,”  marked  “strictly  confidential ,”  is  sent,  which 
is  also  to  be  returned  within  ten  days  of  its  reception,  with 
answers  to  the  same  questions  as  are  put  in  “  Communication 
No.  1.”  “No.  2”  gives  “seven  details  or  features  of  the  plan,” 
to  all  of  which  assent  and  support  is  required.  Without  stating 
these  details  at  length,  they  include,  among  other  things,  “a  jour¬ 
nal,  styled  the  Conservator ,  published  for  distribution  among 
members  only;”  a  degree  entitled  “the  Conservators’  Degree;” 
and,  finally,  “  a  contribution  of  ten  dollars  in  advance  from  each 
Conservator,  as  his  subsidy  in  accomplishing  the  various  plans 
specified.”  This  contribution  serves  alike  as  the  initiation  fee 
for  the  degree  alluded  to  ;  provides  the  contributor  with  all  the 
“  auxiliaries ”  allowed  by  Webb  and  Preston  ;  pays  for  his  copy 
of  the  Conservator  “so  long  as  it  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
publish  it;  pays  his  share  of  expenses  of  lectures  to  his  Grand 
Lodge,  from  year  to  year,”  and  in  fact  all  other  outlays. 

If  this  communication  is  returned  with  the  questions  properly 
answered,  and  with  the  ten  dollars  enclosed ,  the  candidate  is 
furnished  with  a  printed  key  of  the  “  Webb-Preston”  work,  en¬ 
titled  “Mnemonics,”  and  when  ready  to  take  the  degree,  with  a 
“Manual”  of  the  ritual  thereof. 

The  very  statement  of  the  “scheme”  as  it  has  been  most 
justly  called,  is  its  own  best  comment ;  and  nothing  further,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  can  be  needed  by  any  Pennsylvania  Mason,  who 
desires  to  remain  true  to  his  allegiance  to  this  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge,  and  to  the  ancient  usages,  customs  and  landmarks 
of  the  order,  to  deter  him  from  having  anything  to  do  with  the 
project.  Its  character  well  entitles  it  to  the  severe  animadversions 
it  has  received  from  the  distinguished  brethren  already  mentioned, 
as  well  as  to  the  condemnation  it  has  met  from  several  of  the 
Grand  Lodges,  and  the  marked  disapprobation  with  which  it  has 
been  noticed  in  the  Reports  of  Committees  of  Foreign  Corres- 
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pondence,  and  the  addresses  of  Grand  Masters.  It  has  already 
worked  discord  and  confusion  within  the  jurisdictions  of  some  of 
our  sister  Grand  Lodges,  and  they  have  been  compelled  to  take 
stringent  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  the  evils  produced  by  this 
high-handed  and  most  flagrant  attempt  at  innovation. 

The  Circulars  of  Brother  Morris,  addressed  to  the  Masons  of 
Michigan  and  Missouri,  respectively,  which  are  among  the  list 
of  documents  referred  to  your  Committee,  are  written  in  a  temper 
well  befitting  a  “  Chief  Conservator,”  but  displaying  little  of  a 
true  Masonic  spirit. 

THE  STATE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Your  Committee  sincerely  rejoice  in  the  general  tone  which 
pervades  all  the  documents  submitted  to  them,  so  far  as  the  Na¬ 
tional  troubles  are  in  any  way  the  subject  of  allusion  or  remark  in 
Addresses,  Reports,  Resolutions  or  other  Papers.  Throughout 
the  whole  there  breathes  a  spirit  of  unflinching  devotion  to  the 
country  and  the  Union,  and  of  unswerving  loyalty;  yet  the  vin¬ 
dictiveness  and  unmasonic  bitterness  which  upon  occasions  were 
shown  during  the  first  outburst  of  the  Rebellion,  and  led  us  to 
think  that  some  of  our  brethren  had  forgotten  the  teachings  of  the 
altar,  have  for  the  most  part  passed  away.  Such  things  were  not 
to  be  wondered  at  in  the  beginning.  That  they  have  passed  away,  is 
cause  for  gratitude  and  congratulation  on  the  part  of  the  Craft, 
that  the  noble  principles  of  the  Fraternity  have  vindicated  their 
claims  to  an  elevating  and  ennobling  and  humanizing  tendency. 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Indiana  had  propounded  to  him 
by  a  Master  of  a  subordinate  Lodge,  the  following  question  : 

“  A  brother  in  good  standing  in  this  Lodge  has  gone  South, 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  received  a  commission  therein,  and 
is  now  in  arms  against  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
Can  the  Lodge  expel  him  ?”  To  which  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master 
replied,  that  for  that  act  alone,  he  could  not  be  expelled.  This 
decision  was  founded  upon  the  express  declarations  set  forth  in 
the  Second  Chapter  of  the  Ancient  Charges.* 

*  “of  the  civil  magistrate,  supreme  and  subordinate. 

“  A  Mason  is  a  peaceable  Subject  to  the  Civil  Powers  wherever  he  re¬ 
sides  or  works,  and  is  never  to  be  concerned  in  Plots  and  Conspiracies 
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The  Grand  Lodge  referred  the  question  to  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  who,  in  their  report,  deny  that  the  ancient 
law,  though  correctly  stated  by  the  Grand  Master,  was  correctly 
applied  by  him,  upon  the  ground  that  the  present  rebellion  being 
carried  on  by  States  associated  with  Indiana  in  general  govern¬ 
ment  relations,  is  not  such  a  “  rebellion”  as  is  contemplated  by 
and  within  the  scope  of  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  “Ancient 
Charges;”  that  is,  that  it  is  not  a  “rebellion”  within  the  State. 
The  report  closes  with  an  affirmative  answer  to  the  inquiry, 
couched  in  very  strong  and  emphatic  terms ;  but  the  Grand 
Lodge  laid  the  report  upon  the  table. 

The  decision  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  as  sustained  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  was  undoubtedly  Masonically  correct ;  and  the 
same  view  is  expressed  by  other  Grand  Lodges,  and  especially  in 
general  term's  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  in  a*  resolu¬ 
tion  passed  upon  the  Report  of  the  Committee  upon  the  Address 
of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  that  jurisdiction,  as  follows  : 

“Resolved ,  That  neither  the  Grand  Lodge  or  subordinate 
Lodges  have  the  right,  Masonically,  in  Lodge  capacity,  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  any  manner  with  Political  or  Religious  matters.” 

Nor  has  any  Grand  Lodge,  so  far  as  your  Committee  have  had 
their  proceedings  under  examination,  sanctioned  the  principle,  that 
a  member  of  a  Lodge  can  be  expelled  under  circumstances  similar 
to  those  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  of  Indiana. 

Your  Committee  may  be  pardoned  for  giving  the  following 
extracts  from  the  admirable  and  eloquent  address  of  Brother  Jacob 

against  tlie  Peace  and  Welfare  of  the  Nation,  nor  to  behave  himself  unduti- 
fully  to  inferior  Magistrates  ;  for  as  Masonry  hath  been  always  injured  by 
War,  Bloodshed,  and  Confusion,  so  ancient  Kings  and  Princes  have  been 
much  disposed  to  encourage  the  Craftsmen,  because  of  the  Peaceableness 
and  Loyalty,  whereby  they  practically  answered  the  Cavil  of  their  Adver¬ 
saries,  and  promoted  the  Honor  of  the  Fraternity,  who  ever  flourished  in 
Times  of  Peace.  So  that  if  a  Brother  should  he  a  Rebel  against  the  State ,  he 
is  not  to  he  countenanced  in  his  Rebellion ,  hoivever  he  may  he  pitied  as  an  unhappy 
Man;  and,  if  convicted  of  no  other  Crime,  though  the  loyal  Brotherhood  must 
and  ought  to  disoivn  his  Rebellion,  and  give  no  Umbrage  or  Ground  of  political 
Jealousy  to  the  Government  for  the  time  being,  they  cannot  expel  him  from  the 
Lodge ,  and  his  Relation  to  it  remains  indefeasible .” 
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Saqui,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Kansas,  delivered  at  the  Annual 
Communication,  October  21st,  1862 

“Never  in  the  experience  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  or  perhaps  of 
any  other,  has  there  been  a  time  when  the  peculiar  virtues  of  our 
Order  were  more  imperatively  needed  to  hallow  and  guide  the 
conduct  of  every  Mason  than  the  present 

“We  are  surrounded  by  circumstances  which  are  likely^  to,  and 
which  I  fear  do,  engender  asperity  and  create  feelings  injurious  to 
our  time-honored  institution,  because  calculated  to  interrupt  that 
harmony  and  fraternity  which  form  a  distinguishing  feature  of  our 
beneficient  Order. 

“  Our  common  country  is  fearfully  agitated,  and  throbs  and 
labors  in  the  throes  of  a  terrible  struggle.  Those  institutions 
bequeathed  to  American  citizens  by  the  patriot  fathers  of  the 
Revolution,  and  which  we  fondly  hoped  would  be  perpetuated, 
are  threatened  with  destruction. 

“  The  duty  of  Masons  in  the  unfortunate  struggle  which  is 
upon  us,  is  not  doubtful.  Obedience  to  the  government  is,  and 
ever  has  been,  the  duty  of  Masons,  and  it  should  be  our  pleasure, 
as  it  undoubtedly  is  our  interest,  to  comply  with  the  injunctions 
of  this  cardinal  principle  of  our  Order. 

“But  while  we  owe  fealty  and  obedience  to  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  our  obligations  to  our  Order  must  not  be  forgotten. 

“  Happily,  the  duties  which  we  owe  to  our  Order,  and  those 
due  to  our  country,  can  never  conflict.  Our  duty  to  Masonry  is  as 
plain  and  palpable  as  our  duty  to  obey  and  sustain  the  government 
of  our  country,  and  it  is  because  I  fear  that  in  the  excitement  of 
our  efforts  for  the  preservation  of  our  blood-bought  liberties,  we 
may  lose  sight  of  that  charitable  spirit  which  as  Free  Masons, 
should  ever  inspire  and  guide  our  conversation  and  conduct,  that 
I  ask,  as  I  now  do,  your  earnest  attention  to  the  subject. 

“  That  no  merely  political  conduct  can  or  does  affect  the  stand¬ 
ing  of  a  Mason,  or  alter  our  relations  of  fraternity  and  brother¬ 
hood  towards  him,  no  intelligent  craftsman  will  deny. 

“  Has,  then,  the  uncharitable  and  malignant  inspiration  of 
political  antagonism  never  desecrated  the  portals  of  our  Lodges  ? 

“  Wherever  the  baleful  shadow  of  political  rancor  casts  its 
blighting  umbrage  upon  the  altar  of  Masonry,  there  the  Masonic 
virtues  cannot  dwell. 
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“  I  thus  speak  my  opinions  explicitly,  because  I  fear  that  the 
malign  influence  which  I  deprecate,  has  already  affected  the  har¬ 
mony  of  some  of  the  Lodges  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  in  other 
Masonic  jurisdictions  there  are  those  who  occupy  an  honored 
place  in  the  Order — those  who  ought  to  be  beacon  lights  on  the 
horizon  of  Masonry — who  use  their  high  position  to  set  metes 
and  bounds  to,  and  circumscribe  and  limit  within  narrow  political 
circles,  the  universal  charity  of  Masonry. 

“  In  striking  contrast  with  such  illiberal  doctrine  is  the  noble 
language  of  the  It.  W  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  who  says  : 

1  In  war  as  in  peace,  the  Masonic  duty  and  the  Masonic  privilege 
are  alike  binding  and  reciprocal.’ 

“Brothers,  can  you  doubt  that  when  the  soothing  stream  of 
Time  shall  have  flowed  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  over  the 
graves  of  our  present  troubles  and  excitements,  the  heresies  of 
those  who  would  shape  Masonry  to  suit  popular  feeling,  will  be 
universally  condemned  ?” 

A  Special  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky ,  to 
whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master’s 
Address,  in  relation  to  Masonry  and  Civil  Government,  and  also 
a  resolution  upon  the  same  subject,  offered  by  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  presented  a  Report,  which  was  concurred  in,  and 
which  concludes  as  follows  : 

“In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  disloyalty  and  rebellion 
are  violations  of  Masonic  duty  and  propriety,  and  should  be  dis¬ 
couraged  and  discountenanced  by  all  true  Masons,  as  a  blot  and 
stain  upon  Masonic  integrity  and  virtue,  but  that  punishment 
therefor,  beyond  the  stern  disapprobation  of  the  fraternity,  must 
be  left  with  the  tribunals  which  alone  can  adequately  punish  those 
crimes  against  the  State.” 

Your  Committee  refer  with  pleasure  to  the  fact,  that  at  the 
time  the  village  of  Hampton,  Virginia,  was  destroyed  by  the 
United  States  forces,  the  records,  warrant  and  furniture  of  St. 
Tammany’s  Lodge,  No.  5,  located  in  that  village,  were  removed 
by  some  brethren  belonging  to  our  army,  and  deposited  by  Past 
Master  Chase  of  the  3d  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  for  safe  keeping  ;  and  that  the  Dis- 
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trict  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  that  portion  of  Virginia  in  which 
Hampton  is  situated,  in  expressing  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of 
Maryland  the  thanks  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  that  State,  and  • 
especially  of  the  members  of  St.  Tammany’s  Lodge,  for  the  care 
and  preservation  of  their  property,  justly  characterizes  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  as  one  “which  beautifully  exemplifies  the  principles  of 
our  noble  Order  amidst  the  fierce  and  sanguinary  warfare  now 
raging.” 

In  the  Appendix  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island,  is  printed  at  length  an  address,  dated  March 
21st,  1862,  to  the  Masons  of  South  Carolina,  by  their  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  David  Ramsay,  from  which  your  Committee  feel 
there  is  need  for  no  apology  in  making  the  following  extract : 

“Walk  circumspectly  in  the  present  evil  time,  ever  mindful 
of  solemn  undertakings  on  your  part,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God;  be  faithful  in  observance  thereof  towards  all  and  singular 
the  brethren,  whether  these  be  met  in  Lodges  dedicate,  or  only 
known  to  you  by  divers  means,  in  darkness  or  light,  in  health  or 
sickness,  in  wealth  or  want,  in  peril  or  safety,  in  prison,  escape  or 
freedom,  in  charity  or  evilmindedness,  armed  or  unarmed,  friend 
or  seeming  foe,  and  as  to  these,  most  certainly  as  towards 
brethren,  when  masonically  met  on,  by  or  with  all  due  and  regular 
intercommunication  and  intelligence.  A"ou  have  registered  words 
which  cannot  be  unspoken  or  recalled,  antedating,  as  they  will 
survive,  all  disturbance  among  men,  and  turmoils  in  State  ;  words 
which  in  fullest  force  and  meaning  should  be  ever  present  unto 
you  in  thought,  utterance  and  deed.  *  *  *  *  *  j  charge 

every  one  of  you,  in  the  name  of  our  supreme  and  universal 
Master,  to  be  mindful  how  you  are  bound  in  certain  duties  wliere- 
unto  you  have  called  Him  to  witness  your  obligations  and  per¬ 
formance,  who  will  hereafter  judge.” 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  extend  to  all  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodges  in  correspondence  with  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  the  most  cordial  and 
fraternal  assurances  of  her  Masonic  regard  and  esteem,  with  the 
expression  of  the  earnest  hope  and  most  ardent  wish  that  the 
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entire  sisterhood  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  these  United  States 
throughout  the  broad  extent  of  our  whole  country,  may  ere  long 
be  once  more  united  in  a  kindly  interchange  of  correspondence. 
Respectfully  submitted  by 

SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS, 

Chairman. 

December  28th,  1863. 

The  following  Report  was  read,  approved,  and  ordered 
to  be  spread  on  the  Minutes,  and  published : 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  0.  L.  CHARITY  FUND. 

Philadelphia,  December  28,  A.D.  18G3,  A.  L.  58G3. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 

of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  take  pleasure 
in  reporting  to  the  Grand  Lodge  their  transactions  for  the  current 
year  : 

They  have  received  for  interest  on  their  invested 

capital  the  sum  of.  .  .  .  .  .  .  $2,341  09 

And  appropriated  and  paid  for  the  use  of  the 

Board  of  Almoners  the  sum  of  .  .  $1,800  00 

Paid  the  expenses  of  the  Trust,  .  .  2  10 

— - -  1,802  10 

Leaving  a  balance  of  .....  $538  39 

They  also  received  the  annual  subscription  of  the 

Grand  Lodge  for  this  year  of .  ....  3,000  00 

To  which  add  balance  from  the  year  1862,  .  .  204  14 

Making  a  total  of  .......  $3,742  53 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures,  which 
they  have  disposed  of  as  follows  : 

In  Grand  Lodge  subscription,  .  .  .  $3,000  00 

Invested  in  United  States  5-20’s  the  sum  of  500  00 

— — -  3,500  00 


Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  . 


$242  53 
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The  fund  has  now  reached  the  pleasing  amount  of  $42,592  53 
Of  this  sum  $42,350  00  is  invested,  and  a  balance  in 

cash  of .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  242  53 

4 

$42,350  00 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  Trustees. 

JOSEPH  S.  RILEY, 

President. 


The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  respectfully  submit  the  following  Special  Re¬ 
port  : 


Brother  Riley,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  Charity  Fund,  submitted  a  report  or  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  those  Trustees  for  the  year  18C3,  as  follows  : 


Balance  from  last  Annual  Report,  ....  $204  14 

Receipts  of  Interest,  .......  2,341  09 


Payments  :  5-20  United  States  loan,  . 
Cash  paid  Treasurer  Board  of  Almoners, 
Expenses  of  Trust,  .... 


Balance  on  hand, 


$500  00 
1,800  00 
2  t0 


$2,545  23 


2,302  10 
$242  53 


He  also  exhibited  the  securities  which,  on  examination,  were 
found  to  correspond  with  their  statement  of  investments. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  T.  THOMAS, 

On  behalf  of  Committee  of  Finance. 

Philadelphia,  December  22,  1863. 


The  Grand  Secretary,  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Masonic  Loans,  submitted  the  following  Report, 
which  was  approved  and  referred  for  publication : 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  MASONIC  LOANS. 


To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  Grand  Secretary,  as  Secretary  of  the  Masonic  Loans,  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  said  Trustees,  respect¬ 
fully  submits  the  following  statement  of  their  proceedings  during 
the  past  year,  as  per  account  of  the  Treasurer,  up  to  December 
24th,  1863.  Also,  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  investments 
made  up  to  same  date,  with  a  view  of  showing  the  reduction  of 
the  debt  on  the  Loans  ordered  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 


Statement  of  the  amounts  received  and  paid  out  by  the  Trustees 
for  the  present  year,  and  up  to  this  date,  viz.,  December  24,  1863  : 


Balance  in  Treasurer’s  hand  as  per  last  Report,  .  .  .  $331  91 

Amount  received  from  tlie  Grand  Lodge,  ....  17,348  68 
Amount  received  from  the  Grand  Secretary  for  interest : 


July,  on  the  $110,000  Loan,  . 
April,  on  the  $41,000  Loan,  . 
October,  on  the  $41,000  Loan, 

Total  interest, 

7  \ 

Total  receipts, 


$361  50 
933  00 
949  50 

.  $2,244  00 


.  $19,924  59 


Amount  paid  out : 

Purchase,  $110,000  Loan, 

“  $41,000  Loan, 

Paid  interest  to  time  of  purchase, 
Total  paid  out, 


$14,650  00 
750  00 
371  85 

.  $15,771  85 


Leaving  balance  on  hand  this  date  of 


1,152  74 
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Reducing  the  debt  as  follows  : 
£110, 000  Loan,  last  report,  . 
Less  the  purchase, 

£41,000  Loan,  last  report, 
Less  the  purchase, 


£40,000  00 
14,650  00 

- £31,850  00 

£9,900  00 

750  00 

- £0,150  00 


Total  of  debt, . £41,000  00 

E.  &  O.  excepted.  - 


WM.  H.  ADAMS, 

On  behalf  of  Trustees. 


The  following  Report  from  the  Stewards  of  the 
Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund,  was  read,  approved,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing : 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STEWARDS 
OF  THE  “STEPHEN  GIRARD  CHARITY  FUND.” 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  the  “  Stewards  of  the  Stephen 
Girard  Charity  Fund,”  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  Report 
of  the  proceedings  during  the  year  1863. 

In  the  performance  of  their  official  duty  they  have  distributed 
relief  to  seventy-five  “  poor  and  respectable  brethren,”  to  wit : 


To  60  brethren  hailing  under  this  jurisdiction, 

•  • 

“  15 

“  from  foreign  jurisdictions,  to 

wit : 

1  from 

Caraccas, 

£35  00 

2  “ 

England, 

•  •  ^  • 

40  00 

1  “ 

New  Jersev,  . 

20  00 

1  “ 

Iowa, 

20  00 

1  “ 

Nova  Scotia, 

30  00 

2  “ 

New  York,  . 

55  00 

1  “ 

Gibralter, 

20  00 

1  “ 

Georgia, 

10  00 

1  “ 

Florida, 

8  00 

1  “ 

Delaware, 

15  00 
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1  from  Canada, 

1  “  South  Carolina, 

1  “  Ohio,  . 


$30  00 
30  00 
20  00 

-  $333  00 


Total  amount  of  relief  granted, 

Paid  for  Order  Book  and  Printing  Notices, 


$1,938  00 
14  00 


Total,  . 


$1,952  00 


Balance  remaining  on  hand  as  per  last  Annual  Report,  . 
Amount  appropriated  for  use  of  Stewards, 


$95  00 
2,125  00 


Total,  . . $2,220  00 

From  which  deduct  total  amount  of  relief  granted  and  ex¬ 
penses,  as  before  stated,  .  . $1,952  00 

Leaves  a  balance  on  hand  December  27tli,  1863,  .  .  .  $268  00 


During  the  year,  six  of  the  applicants  hailing  under  this  juris¬ 
diction  have  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  A  small  number  of  venera¬ 
ble  brethren  who  have  been  relieved  from  time  to  time  from  this 
fund  still  remain.  To  minister  to  their  wants  from  the  means 
placed  at  our  disposal,  is  the  most  pleasing  duty  which  could 
devolve  upon  us  in  the  performance  of  our  Masonic  obligations. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  P.  LESCIIRE, 

President. 


Tlie  Annual  Report  of  the  Almoners  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  Charity  F und,  was  read,  approved,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ALMONERS  OF  THE  GRAND 
LODGE  CHARITY  FUND  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEM¬ 
BER  27,  1863,  A.  L.  5863. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Almoners  the  undersigned  submits 
the  following  Report  of  their  proceedings  : 

Amount  received  for  distribution  from  tlie  Trustees  of  the 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund, . $1,800  00 
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Distributed  as  follows : 

134  applications  from  widows  of  deceased  members,  $1,475  OD 
5  “  from  daughters  of  “  80  00 

1  application  from  a  mother  of  a  deceased  member,  10  00 

2  applications  from  orphan  sons  of  deceased  mem¬ 

bers,  20  00 

142  applicants.  Total  amount  distributed,  $1,585  00 

- - $1,585  00 

Leaving  a  balance  unexpended  of . $215  00 

Of  the  sums  thus  distributed,  there  were  appropriated  to 
widows  and  orphans  of  members  of  Lodges  under  this 
jurisdiction : 

129  applicants,  .  .  $1,425  00 

Other  jurisdictions,  as  follows: 


Delaware, 

.  3 

4  4 

• 

• 

40  00 

New  York.  . 

.  4 

4  4 

• 

• 

65  00 

Iowa 

.  1 

44 

• 

• 

10  00 

Virginia, 

.  1 

44 

• 

5  00 

New  Jersey,  . 

.  3 

4  4 

• 

• 

30  00 

Ireland, 

.  1 

44 

• 

• 

10  00 

$1,585  00 


In  the  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  on  them,  the  Board 
of  Almoners  have  sought  to  dispense  the  charities  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  faithfully,  impartially  and  judiciously.  It  will  be  observed 
that  a  balance  remains  unexpended  of  $215.  This  does  not  arise 
from  the  want  of  applicants  for  assistance,  but  rather  to  the  more 
than  ordinary  interest  which  the  respective  classes  of  almoners 
have  exhibited,  in  seeing  that  the  charity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  worthy  recipients. 

The  number  of  new  applications  during  the  past  Masonic  year, 
induces  us  to  believe  that  in  the  future  our  sympathies  and  charity 
will  be  largely  drawn  upon  to  aid  the  suffering  and  destitute 
entitled  thereto. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ALFRED  R.  POTTER, 

President. 
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•  The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  then  delivered 
the  following  Address : 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master ,  Officers  and 
Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania: 

Brethren  : — It  is  cause  for  congratulation,  that  by  the  favor  of 
our  Supreme  Grand  Master,  the  great  Architect  of  the  Universe, 
we  are  permitted  once  more  to  assemble  in  Annual  Grand  Com¬ 
munication,  and  render  to  him  our  humble  thanks  for  the  many 
blessings  we  have  enjoyed  during  the  past  year;  and  that  har¬ 
mony,  prosperity  and  peace  reigns  throughout  our  borders. 

The  reports  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  show  an 
unusual  degree  of  prosperity ;  that  they  have  been  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  their  onerous  duties;  and  that  their  labors  have  been 
appreciated  by  the  Lodges  in  their  several  districts.  There  is, 
however,  a  proceeding  shown  by  their  records  to  which  I  most 
strongly  object :  some  of  them  have  indulged  too  freely  in  granting 
dispensations  to  enter,  pass,  and  raise — the  exercise  of  a  power  I 
have,  so  far,  invariably  declined  to  exercise,  although  strongly 
urged  in  cases  where  patriotic  citizens  have  entered  the  service 
of  our  country;  and  if  I  could  be  induced  to  grant  a  dispensation 
to  enter,  pass  and  raise,  it  would  be  in  favor  of  those  who  peril 
their  lives  in  defence  of  the  government  and  constituted  authorities 
of  our  country. 

The  rule  I  adopted  was,  for  the  individual  to  apply  in  the  usual 
form  to  a  Lodge  for  initiation  and  membership,  and  a  committee 
to  be  appointed ;  when,  if  the  report  was  favorable,  and  a  unanimous 
ballot,  I  have  not  hesitated,  upon  a  proper  representation  of  the 
fact,  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  pass  and  raise  at  the  same  meeting 
the  candidate  was  initiated.  I  have  found  it  to  work  well  and  give 
general  satisfaction. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  meeting  in  the  Hall,  and  have 
been  much  pleased  with  the  harmony  that  prevails,  and  the  general 
correctness  of  the  work;  there  are,  however,  in  some  of  them 
a  few  errors,  which  I  trust  will  be  easily  corrected.  My  visits 
have  not  been  as  frequent  as  I  could  have  wished,  having  in  the 
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commencement  of  my  administration  set  apart  two  hours  every 
evening  to  be  in  my  room  in  the  Hall,  to  give  counsel  and  advice, 
also  instruction  in  the  work  to  the  brethren  seeking  it,  and  have 
had  much  pleasure  in  my  interviews  with  them,  not  only  with 
officers  and  members  of  the  city  Lodges,  but  also  the  officers  and 
members  of  Lodges  from  various  parts  of  the  jurisdiction. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1863,  I  received  a  pressing  invita¬ 
tion  from  Lodge  No.  226,  located  at  Lebanon,  to  pay  them  a 
Grand  Visitation,  stating  they  had  never  been  visited  by  the 
Grand  Officers  since  they  received  their  warrant,  some  fifteen  }Tears 
since.  When,  on  the  20tli  of  October,  accompanied  by  the  Grand 
Secretary,  Grand  Marshal,  Grand  Pursuivant  and  two  other 
brethren,  (the  rest  of  the  Grand  Officers  being  unable  to  leave  the 
city,)  I  paid  a  Grand  Visitation  to  Mount  Lebanon  Lodge,  and 
was  most  cordially  received.  I  delivered  a  lecture  and  gave  in¬ 
structions  in  the  work  ;  I  was  much  gratified  with  the  material 
composing  the  Lodge  and  the  general  correctness  of  their  work. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  visited  man  v  of  the  Lodges  through- 
out  the  State,  but  circumstances  over  which  I  had  no  control  pre¬ 
vented.  It  is  my  intention  to  endeavor  to  make  such  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  coming  year  as  to  make  amends  for  the  past. 

By  the  communications  which  have  been  received  from  our 
sister  Grand  Lodges  in  the  loyal  States,  also  a  communication 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada,  we  learn  that  harmony  and  prosperity  prevails,  and  that 
our  relations  with  them  are  of  the  most  fraternal  kind. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  during  the  past  year  have 
continued  to  improve. 

a  i  •  *  • 

The  Grand  Lodge  debt  was  December  27th,  1862, 

Of  which  there  has  been  paid  off  this  year,  .... 

Leaving  the  amount  of  the  Grand  Lodge  debt  Dec.  27,  1863, 


The  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  was  December  27tli,  1862, 

Amount  invested  this  year, . 

Yearly  subscription  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  . 

The  fund  now  amounts,  December  27th,  1863,  to  . 


$56,400  00 
15,400  00 

$41,000  00 


$38,850  00 
500  00 
3,000  00 

$42,350  00 


/ 


/ 
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The  Stewards  of  the  Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund  have  this 
year  distributed  the  following  amounts  for  the  relief  of  poor  but 
respectable  brethren,  to  wit : 

To  applicants  from  our  own  State, 

“  “  “  »  other  States  and  countries, 

Total, . 

as  the  report  of  the  Stewards  more  fully  shows. 

The  Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  have  this 
year  paid  out  in  charity  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased 
Masons  $1,800  00,  as  their  report  will  more  fully  show. 

But  to  the  detailed  reports  of  all  Committees  having  in  charge 
the  finances  and  charities  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  will  be 
published,  I  refer  you. 

Dispensations  granted  during  the  past  year : 


To  Enter,  Pass  and  Raise, . .  .  0 

“  Pass  and  Raise, . 81 

“  Raise, .  9 

“  Pass  the  Chair, . 110 

Number  of  Grand  Lodge  certificates  issued,  ....  28 

Number  of  Masons  as  per  the  last  report,  .....  13,790 

The  report  since  is  as  follows  : 

Admissions,  ...........  195 

Initiations, . 977 

Resignations,  . . 245 

Suspended  and  expelled, . 465 

Deceased, . 233 

Number  of  Members, . 13,988 


The  same  report  also  shows  that  120  applicants  have  been  re¬ 
jected,  proving  great  caution  on  the  part  of  the  Lodges  in  keeping 
out  the  unworthy  ;  and,  brethren,  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon 
you  the  necessity  of  exercising  the  strictest  scrutiny  into  the  moral 
character  of  all  applicants  for  admission  into  our  Order,  for  admit 
an  unworthy  man  into  your  Lodge  and  you  know  not  where  the 
evil  will  end.  If  no  worse  result  should  follow,  it  is  calculated  to 
mar  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Lodge. 


$1,605  00 
333  00 

$1,938  00 
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There  is  one  other  point  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  jour  atten¬ 
tion — the  selection  of  the  Junior  Warden.  Too  much  care  cannot 

* 

be  exercised;  never  elect  an  unqualified,  incompetent  or  careless 
brother,  if  you  wish  to  see  the  Chair  of  the  Worshipful  Master 
filled  by,  one,  who  from  his  attention  and  skill  in  the  discharge  of 
its  duties,  will  do  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  the  Lodge  ;  there¬ 
fore,  brethren,  I  charge  you  to  guard  well  the  South. 

And  now  let  me  invoke  the  blessing  and  guardianship  of  the 
Great  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe  to  preserve  this  Grand 
Lodge  in  its  present  harmony  and  prosperity  ;  that  its  members 
may  be  blessed  in  all  their  just  undertakings ;  and  that  we  may 
be  permitted  again  to  meet  a  twelvemonth  hence  to  render  praise 
to  His  great  name. 

After  which  he  was  pleased  to  announce  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Appointments : 

GRAND  CHAPLAINS. 

Rev.  Bro.  John  Chambers,  Rev.  Bro.  T.  S  Johnston, 

“  H  W.  Ducachet,  “  Wm.  Cooper, 

Wm.  H.  Odenheimer,  “  John  G.  Fury, 

Peter  Russell,  “  Wm.  R.  Greis. 

“  Daniel  Washburne, 

DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 

No.  1 — Brother  Charles  M.  Howell, 

of  Lancaster,  for  the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  York  and  Adams,  and  Lodge  Xo.  309, 
at  Downington. 

2 —  Brother  Robert  A.  Lamberton, 

Of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Dauphin,  Franklin,  Cumberland,  Lebanon, 
Juniata  and  Perry. 

3 —  Brother  Joseph  L.  Stichter, 

of  Reading,  for  the  County  of  Berks,  and  Lodge  No.  254,  at  Pottstown,  and  Lodge 
Xo.  310,  at  Perkiomen  Bridge. 
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4—  Brother  George  H.  McCabe, 

of  Tamaqua,  for  the  County  of  Schuylkill. 

5 —  Brother  Wm.  L  Stewart, 

of  Hawley,  for  the  Counties  of  Monroe,  Wayne  and  Pike. 

6 —  Brother  Geo.  Sweeney, 

of  Easton,  for  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Carbon  and  Lehigh,  and  Lodge  No. 
827,  at  Hazleton. 

*1 — Brother  E.  P.  Kingsbury, 

of  Scranton,  for  the  County  of  Luzerne. 


8 —  Brother  J.  K.  Robbins, 

of  Catawissa,  for  the  Counties  of  Northumberland,  Columbia,  Montour,  Union  and 
Snyder. 

9 —  Brother  J.  H.  Humes,  ^ 

of  Jersey  Shore,  for  the  Counties  of  Clinton,  Lycoming,  Centre  and  Potter. 

10 —  Brother  John  Cresswell, 

of  Hollidaysburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Cambria,  Blair,  Huntingdon,  Mifflin,  Bedford 
and  Fulton. 

11 —  Brother  Wm.  L.  Lafeerty, 

of  Brownsville,  for  the  Counties  of  Greene,  Washington,  Fayette  and  Somerset. 

12 —  Brother  A.  M.  Pollock, 

of  Pittsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Alleghany  and  Westmoreland. 

13—  Brother  Samuel  M.  Mehard, 

of  Mercer,  for  the  Counties  of  Beaver,  Lawrence  and  Mercer. 

14 —  Brother  Samuel  B.  Hick, 

of  Meadville,  for  the  Counties  of  Crawford,  Warren,  Erie  and  Yenango. 

15 —  Brother  Ed.  S.  Golden, 

of  Kittanning,  for  the  Counties  of  Armstrong,  Jefferson,  Clarion,  Butler,  Clearfield 
and  Indiana.  _ 

"T> 

16 —  Brother  R.  C.  Simpson, 

of  Wellsboro,  for  the  Counties  of  Bradford  and  Tioga. 

IT — Brother  Franklin  Frazer, 

of  Montrose,  for  the  Counties  of  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming. 
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Senior 

Grand  Deacon, 

Junior 

Grand  Deacon , 

Grand 

it 

Steward,  -  - 

iC 

Grand 

Marshal,  -  - 

Grand 

Sword  Bearer, 

Grand 

Pursuivajit,  - 

Grand 

Tyler,  .  -  - 

Brother  N.  L.  Hatfield. 

“  Atwood  Smith. 

“  Adam  Maag. 

“  Jas.  Ferguson-. 

“  George  W.  Wood. 

“  Robert  P.  King. 

“  Frederick  Hoffman,  Jr. 
“  William  B.  Schnider. 


COMMITTEE  OX  LANDMARKS. 

Brother  Josiati  Randall,  Brother  Peter  Williamson. 

“  James  Hutchinson, 

With  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master  and  R.  W.  Pep.  Grand  Master. 


COMMITTEE  OF  FINANCE. 

Brother  William  Whitney,  Brother  Jos.  T.  Thomas, 

“  Robert  Clark,  “  John  C.  Yeager. 

“  Michael  Nisbet, 


ALMONERS  GRAND  LODGE  CHARITY  FUND. 


Bro. 

EDWARD  WIDER, 

Lodge  Xo. 

o. 

Bro. 

JAS.  LAXIXG.  Lodge  Xo. 

126. 

*4 

CHAS.  PADMORE, 

44 

3. 

44 

J.  L.  YOl’XG, 

130. 

44 

SAML.  L.  DUFFIELD, 

44 

9. 

44 

GEO.  ALKIXS, 

131. 

44 

JOHN  McGINNIS, 

44 

19. 

44 

G.  J.  BECKER,  “ 

134. 

»  4 

WM.  L.  MARSHALL, 

44 

51. 

44 

T.  S.  WOODBURY, 

1  w . 

44 

COXRAD  B.  DAY, 

44 

52. 

44 

JXO.  R.  M AXDERFIELD,  JR., 

158. 

44 

GEO.  Ij.  TAYLOR, 

44 

5'J. 

44 

J.  H.  BOSWELL, 

1S6. 

44 

H.  BAUGH, 

44 

67. 

44 

T.  L.  SIMPSOX,  “ 

197. 

44 

D.  P.  JOXES, 

44 

7L. 

44 

J.  DORLAX,  “ 

211. 

44 

A.  R.  POTTER, 

(4 

72. 

44 

D.  BRITTAIN, 

230. 

44 

GEO.  S.  MUSTIX, 

44 

9L. 

44 

G.  K.  RANDALL,  “ 

24*1. 

44 

W.  S.  STOKLEY, 

44 

114. 

44 

J.  F.  XEAL,  “ 

271. 

“ 

J.  Q.  ADAMS, 

44 

115. 

44 

S.  P.  PEDRICK,  “ 

274. 

44 

A.  R.  FtERIXG, 

44 

121. 

44 

THOS.  B.  SIMPSOX, 

289. 

44 

JXO.  B.  TEAT, 

44 

125. 

44 

HENRY  L.  SIXEXOX,  “ 

295. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Brother  Edward  Robins, 

“  George  Griscom,  “  Jas.  B.  Chandler. 

“  E.  T.  Chase, 

COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Brother  John  Rutherford,  Jr. 

“  William  H.  Adams,  “  J.  Henry  Brown. 

“  Joseph  H.  Hedges, 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING  AND  PUBLISHING. 

Brother  Joseph  S.  Riley,  Brother  Charles  Frishmuth, 

“  Wm.  C.  Stevenson,  “  Alfred  R.  Potter. 

“  George  Thomson, 

COMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS. 

Brother  James  Page,  Brother  Robert  Frazer, 

“  Henry  M.  Phillips,  “  Charles  Gilpin. 

“  John  Thomson, 

HALL  COMMITTEE.  • 

Brother  M.  Richards  Muckle,  Brother  Math.  Cartwright, 

“  John  Bolt,  “  Chas.  H.  Kingston. 

“  H.  C.  Howell, 


79 
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STEWARDS  OF  THE  STEPHEN  GIRARD  CHARITY 

FUND. 


Bro.  SAMUEL  FLOYD, 

Lodge 

No.  2. 

Bro. 

J.  WESLY  MILLER, 

Lodge  No. 

120. 

“  THOS.  ».  WATTS  ON, 

66 

r> 

O. 

66 

E.  P.  LESCURE, 

66 

130. 

“  EDWARD  HENDERSON, 

64 

9. 

66 

JOHN  B.  SQUIRES, 

66 

131. 

“  ADDISON  HINES, 

66 

19. 

Si 

PETER  A.  KEYSER, 

66 

134. 

“  JAS.  BATEMAN, 

66 

SI. 

66 

JOHN  MARTIN, 

66 

155. 

“  J.  FERGUSON, 

6  6 

52. 

66 

FRANCIS  FUNK, 

64 

158. 

“  J.  M.  DAVENPORT, 

“  / 

59. 

64 

G.  P.  LITTLE, 

66 

180. 

“  J.  WAGNER, 

64 

67. 

66 

W.  C.  PARSONS, 

64 

187. 

“  E.  B.  SCHNIDER, 

66- 

71. 

66 

M.  CARTWRIGUT, 

66 

211. 

“  JOEL  THOMAS, 

66 

72. 

6  6 

E.  C.  GRAEFF, 

66 

230. 

“  R.  B.  CONNOLLY, 

66 

91. 

66 

A.  T.  JONES, 

66 

240. 

“*  JAS.  MORRELL,  Jr., 

66 

114. 

66 

A.  REINSTEIN, 

66 

271. 

“  J.  BEENKEN, 

66 

115. 

66 

J.  W.  HORNOR, 

66 

274. 

“  FRANCIS  B.  WARNER, 

66 

121. 

66 

G.  PHILLIPS, 

66 

289. 

“  CHARLES  PEELER, 

66 

125. 

66 

L.  R.  FLETCHER, 

66 

295. 

The  IT  W.  Grand  Secretary  appointed  Brother 
Jas,  L.  Taylor,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary . 

No  further  Business  presenting  itself  the  Grand 
Lodge  closed  in  harmony  at  10  minutes  to  1  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon. 

WILLIAM  H.  ADAMS, 

Grand  Secretary, 


\ 


- , - ~ - — 


The  R.  W.  Grand  Master’s  address  is 
“  Masonic  Hall,  Philadelphia,”  Hours  12  to  1  and 
1  to  9  P.  M.,  in  G.  M.’s  Room. 


*  * 


The  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary’s  address  is 


u 


William  H.  Adams,  Masonic  Hall,  Philadelphia. 


The  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer’s  address  is 
“  Peter  Williamson,  S04  Pine  Street,  Philadelphia. 


-4  K 


Note. — Persons  having  business  with  the  Grand 
Secretary,  will  call  between  9  and  12  o’clock,  A.  M., 
and  7  and  8  P.  M. 
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Q_U  ARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 


Held  at  Philadelphia,  December  2d,  A.  D.  1868,  A.  L,  5868= 


« 


Present : 

Bro.  Richard  Yatjx,  .  . 

“  Bobt.  A.  Lamberton, 

“  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  . 

“  Alfred  R.  Potter,  . 

“  Peter  Williamson,  . 

“  John  Thomson,  .  . 

“  J.  Alexander  Simpson, 
“  P.  A.  B.  Widener,  . 

“  J.  S.  Dillinger,  .  . 

“  C.  L.  Cornman,  .  . 

“  William  Noble,  .  . 

“  George  W.  Wood, 

“  Jacob  Bennett,  .  . 

“  Joseph  H.  Boswell,  . 

“  Charles  Schnider,  . 

“  Rev.  John  Chambers, 

“  James  Page,  .  .  . 

“  William  Barger, 

“  Henry  M.  Phillips,  . 

“  Lucius  H.  Scott,  .  . 
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R.  W.  Grand  Master. 

“  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

11  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Junior  Grand  War  den. 

11  Grand  Treasurer. 

11  Grand  Secretary. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 
Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Grand  Stewards. 

Grand  Marshal. 

Grand  Sivord  Bearer. 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

Grand  Tyler. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Past  Grand  Masters 
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Bro. 

cc 

a 

tc 

u 

u 

a 

Cl 

n 

it 

a 

Cl 

C  l 


District  Deputy 

Charles  M.  Howell, 
Robert  L.  Muench, 
Robert  H.  Thomas, 
Joseph  L.  Stichter, 
Christopher  Little, 

E.  P.  Kingsbury, 
George  Sweeny, 

G.  He  Montanye, 
George  S.  Snyder, 

C.  J.  T.  McIntyre, 
George  Potts, 

Richard  Yaux,  .  .  . 


Alfred  R.  Potter 


■  ■{ 


Grand  Masters. 

Bro.  George  Metzger, 

John  Lawshe, 

Ciir.  E.  Knapp, 

G.  D.  Kughler, 

Richard  Coulter, 

A.  M.  Pollock, 

William  W.  Barr, 

C.  M.  Hoover, 

Pearson  Church, 
William  K.  Bray, 

John  Greig. 

. Representative  of  the  GEd  Lodges 
of  New  York,  Illinois,  Washing¬ 
ton  Territory,  and  Texas. 

Representative  of  the  GYd  Lodge 
of  New  Jersey. 


Cl 


l  c 


Cl 


1C 


Cl 


Cl 


tc 


It 


It 


It 


Names  of  Elected  Representatives,  and  Number  of  Lodges. 


Bro. 


U 

CC 

a 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

C  C 

c  c 

C  c 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 


Lodge  No. 

Lodge  No. 

Samuel  Floyd, 

2 

Bro. 

George  S.  Snyder, 

106 

Harlan  Ingram, 

3 

Cl 

W.  H.  H.  Gore, 

108 

Daniel  Mahoney, 

9 

it 

Hobert  Clark, 

114 

John  K.  Murphy, 

19 

a 

Franklin  B.  Colton, 

115 

John  J.  Clyde, 

21 

a 

Thomas  Brown, 

121 

John  Dorrance, 

25 

Cl 

Charles  Peeler, 

125 

Charles  M.  Howell, 

43 

it 

Andrew  J.  Boswell, 

126 

William  Noble, 

45 

Cl 

William  K.  Bray, 

130 

John  Wilson,  Jr., 

52 

cc 

B.  M.  Dusenberry, 

134 

Price  I.  Patton, 

59 

cc 

David  Klein, 

135 

James  W.  Jeffries, 

60 

a 

George  W.  Brewer, 

143 

Edward  H.  Chase, 

61 

a 

E.  C.  Wolf, 

144 

William  Briner, 

62 

Cl 

Edward  Masson, 

155 

Jacob  Laudenslager, 

61 

it 

James  Shields, 

158 

Sidney  Hayden, 

10 

Cl 

William  H.  Royer, 

186 

David  Golden, 

11 

Cl 

Edward  Matthews, 

181 

William  Barger, 

12 

a 

Samuel  Brown,  Jr., 

190 

William  L.  Drane, 

91 

Cl 

John  H.  Rheem, 

191 
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Lodge  No.  Lodge  No. 

Bro.  Michl.  B.  Herring,  199  Bro.  Thaddeus  Stearne,  292 

“  Kobert  Martin,  201  “  Dennis  F.  Dealy,  295 

“  Christopher  Little,  21G  “  Charles  D.  Manley,  298 

“  Dwight  Reed,  218  “  William  M.  Rankin,  299 

“  Joseph  Eichbaum,  219  “  H.  X.  Bowman,  302 

“  Wm.  J.  Anderson,  221  “  Wm.  D.  Curtis,  305 

“  Richard  Coulter,  225  “  C.  S.  McKean,  306 

“  Wm.  H.  Strickland,  221  “  Joseph  Rex,  308 

“  J.  B.  Wilson,  229  “  Thomas  H.  Parke,  309 

“  Daniel  Brittain,  230  “  Alfred  Slack,  318 

“  C.  F.  Wells,  231  “  C.  J.  T.  McIntyre,  319 

“  W.  C.  Hay,  234  “  Henry  A.  Saylor,  326 

“  Henry  Huhn,  238  “  Charles  F.  Shultz,  333 

“  James  Houston,  242  “  G-.  W.  Gunkel,  340 

“  John  C.  Uhle,  246  “  Robert  McClellan,  343 

“  Pierce  Butler,  249  “  Henry  Grubb,  353 

“  R.  Biddle  Roberts,  243  “  Alexander Reinstein,  359 

“  Wm.  K.  Wertman,  256  “  W.  H.  Porterfield,  363 

“  R.  H.  Ringler,  265  “  Charles  R.  Shantz,  369 

“  Samuel  J.  Rouse,  266  “  A.  J.  Fogel,  311 

“  James  F.  Xeal,  211  “  George  Metzger,  382 

“  Jas.  T.  McClellan,  213  “  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  385 

“  Henry  M.  Dechert,  214  “  C.  C.  Arensberg,  390 

11  Ruloff  Ruloffson,  211  “  William  H.  Eagle,  398 

“  J.  L.  Reifsnyder,  281  “  T.  P.  Manypenny,  400 

“  Abm.  Stout,  283  11  J.  M.  Dick,  408 

“  B.  F.  Wonderly,  284  “  A.  Clarke  Baum,  412 

“  James  Herdman,  281  “  Dayid  Engleman,  413 

“  Charles  W.  Carns,  289  “  C.  W.  Landon,  415 

“  Henry  Austin,  290  “  W.  H.  H.  Dayis,  419 

“  F.  L.  Hitchcock,  291  “  L.  A.  McCrumb,  424 

One  hundred  and  thirty  Lodges  represented. 

Grand  Lodge  opened  in  ample  form  at  ten  o’clock  and 
ten  minutes,  A.  M. 

This  being  the  communication  designated  for  that 
purpose,  the  Light  Worshipful  Grand  Master  stated 


i 
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that  the  first  business  in  order  would  be  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers  and  Trustees  to  serve  the  ensuing 
Masonic  year,  and  appointed  the  following  named 
tellers,  viz. : 

t 

On  the  election  for  R.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Bros.  A.  M.  Pollock,  Robert  Clark,  and  J.  L.  Hutchinson. 

On  the  election  for  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Bros.  C.  M.  Howell,  W.  R.  Findlay,  and  Michael  Nisbet. 

On  the  election  for  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Bros.  R.  H.  Thomas,  Dennis  F.  Dealy,  and  John  H.  Rheem. 

On  the  election  for  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Bros.  G.  D.  La  Montanye,  P.  A.  B.  Widener,  and  C.  E.  Meyer. 

On  the  election  for  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer  and  R.  W.  Grand 

Secretary. 

Bros.  John  Greig  and  J.  Atlee  White. 

On  election  for  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  and 
“  “  11  Girard  Bequest. 

Bros.  E.  P.  Kingsbury,  J.  W.  Martien,  and  Harlan  Ingram. 

The  Grand  Master  directed  that  the  first  ballot  should 
be  for  Grand  Master  only. 

The  Grand  Lodge  then  proceeded  to  ballot. 

After  report  by  the  tellers,  the  following  named 
brethren  were  announced  as  elected,  viz.: 


Bro.  Richard  Yaux,  .  .  .  R.  W.  Grand  Master. 


The  second  ballot  resulted  as  follows : 


Bro.  Robert  A.  Lamberton 
“  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  . 

“  Alfred  R.  Potter,  . 

“  Peter  Williamson,  . 

“  John  Thomson,  .  . 


Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Junior  Grand  Warden. 
Grand  Treasurer. 
Grand  Secretary. 
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Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund. 

Brothers  Joseph  S.  Riley,  Jacob  Laudenslager,  George 
Griscom,  John  Wilson,  Sr.,  and  Daniel  Brittain. 

Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest. 

Brothers  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  James  Hutchinson,  Charles 
M.  Prevost,  George  Thomson,  and  Daniel  M.  Fox. 

The  following  report  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Fund  was  received,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered 
on  the  minutes. 

REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  BUILDING  FUND. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund  respectfully  report :  That 
since  the  last  report  they  have  provided  the  balances  of  the 
$15,000  appropriated 'by  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  building  of 
the  Temple  for  1868.  The  whole  of  this  sum  will  probably  be 
expended  before  the  close  of  the  current  year.  There  is  now  a 
balance  in  the  fund  of  about  $3,000,  that  can  be  applied  to  the 
demand  that  may  be  made  by  the  Building  Committee  for  1869, 
and  the  Finance  Committee  have  reported  that  there  will  be  a 
surplus  in  the  general  fund  for  1869,  of  about  $35,000,  applicable 
to  the  building  of  the  new  Temple,  making  the  total  of  receipts 
from  these  sources  of  $38,000. 

The  Building  Committees  have  notified  the  Trustees  that 
they  will  require  to  meet  the  expenses  in  building  the  Temple, 
the  sum  of  $150,000  for  the  year  1869.  This  will  require  to  be 
raised  by  loan  or  in  some  other  shape  the  sum  of  $112,000. 

Recapitulation- — 

Amount  required  by  Building  Committee  for  ’67,  $150,000 

Balance  on  hand,  ....  $3,000 

From  general  fund  Grand  Lodge,  .  35,000 

-  38,000 

Amount  to  be  provided,  ....  $112,000 

JAMES  PAGE, 

C/dm  T.  B.  Fund. 


December  2,  1868. 
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The  Committee  of  Finance  made  the  following  re 
port,  which  was  read  and  accepted : 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  decease  of  Brother 
Robert  P.  King  was  specially  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge;  and  the  accompanying  resolutions  considered 
separately,  and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OF  FINANCE. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the 

Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  respectfully  report: 

That  in  the  prosecution  of  their  duty,  they  have  examined  the 
accounts  of  all  the  disbursing  officers  and  committees  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  year  1868,  and  have  found  them  all  to  be 
strictly  correct  and  faithfully  kept,  and  the  interests  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  carefully  guarded. 

The  two  Charity  Funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  now  stand : 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund. 


Balance  on  hand  at  last  report, 

• 

$1,585 

90 

Received  for  $20,000  City  6’s  sold, . 

• 

20,421 

53 

“  18,000  U.  S.  6’s  sold, 

• 

19,981 

25 

“  Interest  and  premium  on  gold,  . 

• 

3,233 

U 

$45,222 

39 

Subscriptions  to  Masonic  Loan,  .  .  $41,500 

00 

Paid  to  the  Board  of  Almoners,  .  .  2,100 

00 

43,600 

00 

Leaving  a  balance  with  the  Trustees  of  . 

• 

$1,622 

39 

The  Investments  consist  of — 

New  Masonic  Loan,  ..... 

• 

$41,500 

00 

United  States  5-20’s,  ..... 

• 

9,000 

00 

Mortgage  on  house  and  lot  in  Germantown,  . 

• 

3,200 

00 

• 

Total,  .... 

• 

$53,700 

00 

Which  with  the  cash  on  hand, 

• 

1,622 

39 

Makes  the  total  Fund  amount  to 

1 

$55,322 

39 
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The  accounts  of  the  Girard  Trust  showed  : 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on  hand  November  15,  1867,  .  .  .  $220  05 

Received  for  Interest  and  Premiums  in  1868,  .  3,278  95 

“  $3,000  City  6’s  sold,  ....  3,000  00 

“  $3,000  Pennsylvania  War  Loan,  .  3,000  00 

“  •  $3,000  Camden  and  Amboy  R.  R.  bonds,  3,077  92 

“  94  shares  Pennsjdvania  Railroad,  .  5,188  69 


$17,765  64 

PAYMENTS. 

Paid  Order  of  Stewards,  Pirst  Quarter,  .  $900  00 

“  “  Second  “  .  600  00 

“  “  Third  “  .  500  00 

“  “  Fourth  “  .  750  00 

Invested  in  X ew  Masonic  Loan,  .  .14,000  00 

- $16,750  00 


Leaving  balance  on  hand  of  .  .  .  $1,015  64 


The  Investments  are — 

1,242  shares  Southwark  and  Moyamensing  Gas  Loan,  $12,420  00 


City  6’s, .  3,100  00 

United  States  5-20’s, .  13,000  00 

“  7-30’s, .  1,000  00 

“  6’s  of  ’81, .  3,500  00 

Xew  Masonic  Loan, .  14,000  00 


$51,020  00 

Which  with  the  balance  on  hand  of  1,015  64 


Makes  the  total  Fund  amount  to  .  .  $52,035  64 


The  regular  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
the  year  1868,  have  been: 
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RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  November  15,  1867, 

Received  for  Dues,  Initiations,  Rents,  &c.,  from 

Lodges,  Chapters,  and  other  Ma¬ 
sonic  bodies, . 

“  for  Dispensations,  New  Warrants,  Ahi- 

man  Rezons,  and  Certificates, 
for  Rents  of  Stores,  . 

“  from  Miscellaneous  sources,  . 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  Orders  of  the  Grand  Master,  in¬ 
cluding  the  miscellaneous  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

“  Expenses  of  laying  Corner-Stone, 
“  Expenses  of  entertaining  guests  at 
laying  of  Corner-Stone 
11  Expenses  of  repairing  and  renew¬ 
ing  Regalia  of  Grand  Lodge,  . 
“  Orders  of  the  Hall  Committee,  in¬ 
cluding  making  the  new  Lodge 
Room,  . 

“  for  Printing  new  Ahiman  Rezons, 
“  for  Printing  other  matters,  . 

‘ ‘  for  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Grand 
Officers,  . 

“  for  Expenses  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters, 

11  for  Interest  on  Masonic  Loans,  . 
“  for  expenses  Brother  Schnider’s 
funeral,  . 

“  for  Insurance,  . 

Transferred  to  Building  Fund, 


$2,437  35 
1,702  75 

1,047  50 

1,110  95 


11,219  46 
1,227  00 
1,283  71 

3,325  84 

1,327  94 
5,500  00 

275  25 
200  00 
32,634  28 


Leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer, 

The  accounts  of  the  Building  Fund  for  the  year 
as  follows : 


$4,395  18 

31,413  58 

10,686  39 
17,548  33 
287  50 

$64,330  98 


63,292  03 
$975  95 

1868,  show 
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RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  November  15,  186 Y, 

Subscribed  to  the  Masonic  Loan  by  Lodges,  &c., 

“  by  the  Charity  Funds, 
Transferred  from  Grand  Lodge  general  Funds, 


$4,404  63 
64,100  00 
54,500  00 
31,120  48 


PAYMENTS. 

Paid  balance  due  on  Lot,  including  in- 


terest,  * 

.  $75,876 

96 

Contractors  on  Building, 

.  35,918 

80 

Sundry  items, 

.  2,712 

50 

Expenses  laying  Corner-Stone, 

.  3,062 

16 

for  Plans  and  Estimates, 

.  2,500 

00 

for  Conveyancing, 

504 

65 

the  Architect, 

1,950 

00 

the  Superintendent, 

.  1,950 

00 

the  Clerk,  .... 

767 

55 

the  Watchman,  . 

261 

50 

Balance  in  Grand  Treasurer’s  hands, 


$154,125  11 


125,504  12 
'  $28,620  99 


This  is  just  about  sufficient  to  meet  the  balance  of  the  appro¬ 
priation  to  the  Building  Committee  for  1868,  and  will  probably 
be  drawn  by  them  before  the  1st  of  January,  1869. 

The  Building  Fund  from  the  commencement  up  to  November 
15,  1868,  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  is  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  from  subscriptions  to  the  New  Loan,  .  $171,900  00 
from  the  General  Funds  of  the  Grand 

LodSe> .  66,065  76 


$237,965  76 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  the  Lot,  including  Interest,  .  $158,061  64 
“  Orders  Building  Committee,  .  48,220  97 

for  expenses  of 

laying  the  Corner-Stone,  .  3,062  16 

-  209,344  77 


Leaving  a  balance  as  above  stated  of  .  $28,620  99 
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The  Committee  have  been  more  than  usually  careful  in  making 
an  estimate  of  the  probable  receipts  and  expenditures  (excepting 
the  New  Temple)  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  year  1869,  and 
believe  them  to  be  as  follows  : 

RECEIPTS. 

From  Dues,  Initiations,  Rent  of  Rooms  to  Lodges, 

Chapters,  and  other  Masonic  bodies,  .  .  $46,000  00 

“  Dispensations,  Warrants,  Ahiman  Rezons  and 

Certificates,  ......  10,000  00 

“  Rents  of  Stores,  .  . .  14,000  00 

$70,000  00 

EXPENDITURES. 


Orders  of  the  Grand  Master,  including  the 


ordinary  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

$2,000 

00 

Expenses  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 

Master’s,  . . 

1,750 

00 

Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Grand  Officers, 

4,400 

00 

Orders  of  the  Hall  Committee, 

11,650 

00 

Insurance,  ...... 

200 

00 

Interest  on  Grand  Lodge  Loans,  which 

will  certainly  not  exceed 

15,000 

00 

-  35,000  00 

Leaving  a  surplus  of  ...  $35,000  00 

Which  can  be  transferred  to  the  Building  Fund. 

A  question  has  arisen  as  to  who  has  the  power  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  raising  money  to  erect  the  New 
Temple.  The  Finance  Committee  do  not  have  it  by  the  terms 
of  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  as  their  duty  is  simply  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  disbursing  officers  and  Committees,  and  suggest 
such  measures  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  collection  of 
dues,  the  economy  of  its  funds,  and  the  increase  of  its  revenues ; 
and  when  the}^  offered  the  resolution  creating  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund,  they  intended  that  those  Trustees 
should  have  full  power  over  all  the  financial  matters  connected 
with  the  building  of  the  New  Temple,  to  raise  the  money,  take 
care  of  it,  and  see  to  its  expenditure ;  but  unfortunately  the 
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wording  of  the  resolution  is  not  sufficiently  explicit ;  this  Com¬ 
mittee  therefore  respectfully  suggests  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
shall  confer  that  power  upon  the  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund 
in  more  definite  terms. 

The  Finance  Committee  cannot  close  their  report  for  1868 
without  noting  the  fact  that  since  the  last  July  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  one  of  this  Committee  has  gone  to  that  bourne 
from  whence  no  traveller  returns.  Bro.  Robert  P.  Kins;  was 
one  who  enjoj^ed  the  good  opinion  of  all  this  community,  Masons 
and  others ;  and  whatever  he  undertook,  was  done  with  energy 
and  fidelity.  His  place  both  in  our  hearts  and  in  his  labors  will 
be  difficult  to  fill,  and  the  Committee  have  passed  the  following 
resolution,  and  placed  it  on  their  minutes,  as  a  record  of  their 
feelings,  and  of  their  respect  for  him  as  a  man  and  a  Mason  : 

Resolved ,  That  while  we  do  not  murmur  at  the  dispensations 
of  an  all-wise  Providence,  yet  we  cannot  but  deeply  regret  the 
death  of  Bro.  Robert  P.  King,  and  we  feel  that  we  have  lost  a 
good  friend  and  zealous  member  of  this  Committee,  and  that  the 
order  of  Free  Masonry  mourns  for  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments. 

The  Committee  submit  the  following  resolutions  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

ROBT.  CLARK, 

W.  H.  EAGLE, 

JAS.  HERDMAK, 

FRAS.  BLACKBURNE, 

Committee  on  Finance. 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  appropriations  be  made  for  the 
year  1869,  to  wit : 

For  the  use  of  the  Hall  Committee,  .  .  .  $11,650  00 

“  Expenses  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  or¬ 
dinary  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  .  2,000  00 

“  Expenses  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 

Masters,  ......  1,750  00 

Salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Grand  Officers,  4,400  00 

“  Insurance,  .......  200  00 

Resolved,  That  the  R  W.  Grand  Master  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Grand 
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Treasurer,  on  the  first  days  of  March  and  September,  1869,  for 
such  amounts  as  may  be  required  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  new 
Masonic  Loans,  due  on  those  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund,  are  hereby 
fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  raise  money  by  mortgage  or 
otherwise,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  and  to 
take  such  other  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
object  of  raising  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  pay  for  the 
erection  of  the  New  Temple,  and  the  Grand  Officers  and  Trustees 
of  the  property  belonging  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  or  any  of  them, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  execute  such  papers  as 
may  be  requisite  to  secure  the  payment  of  any  moneys  that  may 
be  borrowed  under  the  authority  of  this  resolution. 

/ 

Grand  Lodge  closed  in  harmony  at  nine  o’clock  and 
ten  minutes,  P.  M. 


JOHN  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary . 


(§)ranb  ^2.ob0C  of  A?e«n;sglt>cmi«. 


ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 

For  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  Day, 

Philadelphia,  December  2S,  A.  D.  1S68,  A.  L.  586S. 

The  following  named  brethren  elected  at  the  Quar¬ 
terly  Grand  Communication,  held  on  December  2d, 
A.  D.  lcS68,  A.  L.  5868,  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year, 
were  this  day  duly  installed  in  their  respective  stations 
in  ancient  and  solemn  form,  as  follows: 


Bro.  Richard  Yaux,  .  .  . 

“  Robert  A.  Lamberton, 
“  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  .  . 

“  Alfred  R.  Potter,  .  . 

“  Peter  Williamson,  .  . 

“  John  Thomson,  .  ..  .  . 


R.  W.  Grand  Master. 

“  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
“  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Grand  Treasurer. 

11  Grand  Secretary. 


The  following  brethren  were  also  elected  on  the  2d 
of  December,  1868: 


Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund. 

Brothers  Joseph  S.  Riley,  Jacob  Laudenslager,  George 
Griscom,  John  Wilson,  Sr.,  and  Daniel  Brittain. 


Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest. 

Brothers  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  James  Hutchinson,  Charles 
M.  Prevost,  George  Thomson,  and  Daniel  M.  Fox. 
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The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  was  then 
pleased  to  make  the  following  appointments  for  the 
present  Masonic  year,  viz. : 

x  . 

GRAND  CHAPLAINS. 


Rev.  Bro.  John  Chambers,  ) 

William  Suddards,  V  Philadelphia. 

W.  C.  Robinson,  ) 

R.  H.  Pattison,  ]  „  ,. 

T  V  Reading. 

John  P.  Lundy,  j 

W.  H.  Dinsmore,  Schuylkill  county. 

A.  J.  G.  Dubs,  Lehigh  county. 

G.  W.  Maclaughlin,  Philadelphia. 

J.  J.  McIlyar,  Pittsburg. 

Thomas  J.  Johnson,  Lebanon  county. 

T.  Dougherty,  Carlisle. 

Robert  M.  Wallace,  Altoona. 

Henry  S.  Getz,  Mahanoy  City. 

Morrison  S.  Byllesby,  Meadville. 

James  Calder,  Harrisburg. 


u 


a 


u 


il 


u 


it 


u 


u 


a 


1 1 


u 


it 


it 


Senior  Grand  Deacon ,  . 
Junior  Grand  Deacon ,  . 
Grand  Steward ,  .  .  . 

u  a 

•  »  » 

Grand  Marshal ,  .  .  . 

Grand  Sword  Bearer ,  . 
Grand  Pursuivant,  .  . 

Grand  Tyler,  .  , 


Bro.  Harmanus  Neff. 

Lodge  No.  15o,  Philadelphia. 

“  Peter  A.  B.  Widener. 

Lodge  No.  126,  Philadelphia. 

William  Noble. 

Lodge  No.  45,  Pittsburg. 

“  Charles  L.  Cornman. 

Lodge  No.  190,  Norristown. 

“  George  W.  Wood. 

Lodge  No.  67,  Philadelphia. 

“  Orrtn  T.  Noble. 

Lodge  No.  199,  Lock  Haven. 

"  Joseph  H  Boswell. 

Lodge  No.  186,  Philadelphia. 

<l  Charles  Schnider. 

Lodge  No.  1,  Philadelphia. 
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COMMITTEE 

Bro.  Robert  Clark, 

Lodge  No.  114,  Philadelphia. 

“  Francis  Blackburne, 

Lodge  No.  2,  Philadelphia. 

“  Henry  C.  Howell, 

Lodge  No.  51,  Philadelphia. 

COMMITTEE 

Bro.  James  Page, 
r.  w.  p.  g.  m. 

“  Henry  M.  Phillips, 

R.  W.  P.  G.  M. 

“  Conrad  B.  Hay, 

Lodge  No.  52,  Philadelphia. 


ON  FINANCE. 

Bro.  James  Herdman, 

Lodge  No.  2S7,  Pittsburg. 

“  William  H.  Eagle, 

Lodge  No.  398,  Marietta. 

ON  APPEALS. 

Bro.  Robert  A.  Packer, 

Lodge'  No.  242,  Mauch  Chunk,  Carbon  co. 

“  Henry  M.  Hechert, 

Lodge  No.  274,  Philadelphia. 


COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Bro.  R.  J.  Fisher,  Bro.  R.  Biddle  Roberts, 

Lodge  No.  266,  York,  York  co.  Lodge  No.  253,  Pittsburg. 

“  Gordon  F.  Mason,  “  William  R,  Findley, 

Lodge  No.  108,  Towanda,  Bradford  co.  Lodge  No.  281,  Altoona. 

“  John  TJ.  Giller, 

Lodge  No.,  130,  Philadelphia. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

Bro.  J.  Alexander  Simpson,  Bro.  Jacob  S.  Dillinger, 

Lodge  No.  385,  Philadelphia.  Lodge  No.  333,  Allentown,  Lehigh  co 

“  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson,  “  William  A.  Morton. 

Lodge  No.  71,  Philadelphia.  Lodge  No.  43,  Lancaster  City. 

“  G.  W.  Brewer, 

Lodge  No.  143,  Chambersburg. 


COMMITTEE  ON  LANDMARKS. 


Bro.  William  Barger, 

p.  G.  M. 

“  Peter  Williamson, 

p.  G.  M. 

“  Lucius  H.  Scott, 

P.  G.  M. 


With  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master 
and 

R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING  AND  PUBLISHING. 


tc 


Bro.  William  J.  Kelly, 

Lodge  No.  59,  Philadelphia. 

J.  M.  Porter, 

Lodge  No.  152,  Easton. 

Thaddeus  Stearne, 

Lodge  No.  292,  Frankford. 


Bro.  John  Q.  Ginnodo, 

Lodge  No.  19,  Philadelphia. 

George  F.  Wiggan, 

Lodge  No.  238,  Tamaqua. 


a 


HALL  COMMITTEE. 


Bro.  John  Bolt, 

Lodge  No.  67,  Philadelphia. 

Charles  H.  Kingston, 

Lodge  No.  114,  Philadelphia. 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

Lodge  No.  125,  Philadelphia. 


u 


u 


Bro.  James  C.  Adams, 

Lodge  No.  186,  Philadelphia. 

“  Thomas  Brown, 

Lodge  No.  121,  Philadelphia. 


BUILDING  COMMITTEE  NEW  MASONIC  TEMPLE. 

Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden  Samuel  C.  Perkins. 
Bro.  James  C.  Adams, 

Lodge  No.  186. 

Daniel  Brittain, 

Lodge  No.  230. 

Thomas  Brown, 

Lodge  No.  121. 

“  Henry  J.  White, 

Lodge  No.  72. 


i  c 


L  C 


Bro.  Jacob  Laudenslager, 

Lodge  No.  67. 

Charles  H.  Kingston, 

Lodge  No.  114. 

Joseph  L.  Stichter, 

Lodge  No.  62,  Reading. 

With  the 


u 


u 


Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 

and  Junior  Grand  Warden. 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  BUILDING  FUND. 
Bro.  James  Page,  P.  G.  M.,  Bro.  Peter  A.  Keyser, 


Lodge  No.  126. 

“  John  Thomson,  P.  G.  M. 

Lodge  No.  51. 

“  Joseph  W.  Piersol, 

Lodge  No.  67. 


u 


Lodge  No.  134. 

Francis  Blackburne, 


Lodge  No.  3. 
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ALMONERS  OF  GRAND  LODGE  CHARITY  FUND. 


Lodge  No. 

Lodge  N< 

Bro. 

EDWARD  WILER, 

2. 

Bro.  JOHN  FRANKLIN, 

1S6. 

a 

C.  FRANKLIN  MAGUIRE, 

3. 

it 

EDWARD  MATTHEWS, 

187. 

tt 

SAMUEL  M.  DUFFIELD, 

9. 

tt 

ALEXANDER  M.  LONG, 

211. 

tt 

JACOB  BENNETT, 

19. 

t  t 

JAMES  L.  TURNER, 

230. 

it 

GORDON  MONGES, 

51. 

it 

JOHN  S.  STEVENS, 

246. 

tt 

JOHN  HEINS, 

52. 

tt 

HENRY  C.  YOUNG, 

271. 

tt 

PRICE  I.  PATTON, 

59. 

it 

SAMUEL  P.  PEDRICK, 

274. 

t  i 

HARMAN  BAUGH, 

67. 

it 

JAMES  W.  AUGHILTREE, 

289. 

t  t 

DAVID  P.  JONES, 

71. 

i  t 

HENRY  C.  BATON, 

295. 

a 

JOHN  REED, 

72. 

it 

J.  P.  TRAU, 

359. 

a 

R.'  LLOYD  LEE, 

91. 

a 

JOHN  RUSSELL, 

36S. 

a 

WILLIAM  S.  STOKLEY, 

114. 

1 1 

CHARLES  D.  SHANTZ, 

369. 

1 1 

GEORGE  W.  KRAFT, 

115. 

tt 

J.  E.  SALTER, 

3S0. 

tt 

THOMAS  R.  PATTON, 

121. 

1 1 

GEORGE  H.  FOWLER, 

3S4. 

tt 

CASPER  BOENNING, 

125. 

tt 

JOHN  FIELD, 

3S5. 

tt 

JAMES  LANING, 

126. 

tt 

THOMAS  C.  ROSS, 

3S6. 

tt 

JOHN  L.  YOUNG, 

130. 

a 

JAMES  D.  CAMPBELL, 

393. 

tt 

WILLIAM  T.  LEIPER, 

131. 

tt 

EDWARD  S.  EARLEY, 

402. 

tt 

GEORGE  J.  BECKER, 

134. 

1 1 

JOSHUA  T.  OWEN, 

419. 

tt 

JOSEPH  MEGARY, 

155. 

a 

WILLIAM  BRADLY, 

432. 

a 

JOHN  B.  ECKERT, 

158. 

STEWARDS  OF  THE  STEPHEN  GIRARD  CHARITY 

FUND. 


Lodge  No.  Lodge  No. 


Bro. 

JACOB  UMSTEAD, 

2. 

Bro.  PETER  DEVEREUX, 

1S6. 

tt 

HARLAN  INGRAM, 

3. 

tt 

WILLIAM  C.  PARSONS, 

187. 

1 1 

MICHAEL  MURPHY, 

'  9. 

it 

JOHN  W.  LEE, 

211. 

it 

CHARLES  TIEL, 

19. 

tt 

EDWARD  C.  GRAEFF, 

230. 

a 

STERLING  BELL, 

51. 

tt 

A.  D.  BOILEAU, 

246. 

a 

THOMAS  A.  ENGLES, 

52. 

tt 

HENRY  A.  B.  BROWN, 

271. 

it 

JOHN  M.  DAVENPORT, 

59. 

1 1 

JOHN  W.  HORNOR, 

274. 

tt 

ROBERT  HUTCHINSON, 

67. 

tt 

GABRIEL  PHILLIPS, 

2S9. 

1 t 

FRANK  S.  JOHNSON, 

71. 

tt 

DENNIS  F.  DEALY, 

295. 

it 

JOEL  THOMAS, 

72. 

tt 

FREDERICK  STAAKE, 

359. 

tt 

RICHARD  B.  CONNALL1", 

91. 

tt 

JOHN  RUSSELL, 

36S. 

ti 

JAMES  MORRELL,  Jr., 

114 

tt 

HENRY  S.  KELLER, 

369. 

tt 

JOHN  W.  LEIGH, 

115. 

tt 

JOHN  R.  WHITE, 

3S0. 

it 

GEORGE  W.  HALL, 

121. 

tt 

GEORGE  H.  FOWLER, 

3S4. 

1 1 

CHARLES  PEELER, 

125. 

it 

SAMUEL  HAWORTH, 

385. 

a 

JAMES  BLELOCH, 

126. 

tt 

HUGH  P.  SCHETKY, 

386. 

tt 

EDWARD  P.  LESCURE, 

130. 

1 1 

JOHN  M.  HOWLAND, 

393. 

1 1 

THOMAS  J.  TOWNE, 

131. 

it 

SAMUEL  McCAMBRIDGE, 

402. 

tt 

DAVID  B.  TAYLOR, 

134. 

tt 

A.  W.  BLACKBURNE, 

419. 

1 1 

JOHN  MARTIN, 

155. 

a 

WILLIAM  BRADLY. 

432. 

a 

FRANCIS  FUNK, 

15S. 
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DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS. 

1 —  Brother  Charles  M.  Howell, 

of  Lancaster  City,  for  the  Connties  of  Lancaster  and  York. 

2 —  Brother  Robert  L.  Muench, 

of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Northumberland  and 
Snyder. 

3— — Brother  Robert  II.  Thomas, 

of  Mechanicsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Frauklin,  Adams  and  Fultoi). 

4 —  Brother  Joseph  L.  Stichter, 

of  Reading,  for  the  County  of  Berks. 

5 —  Brother  Christopher  Little, 

of  Pottsville,  for  the  County  of  Schuylkill. 

6 —  Brother  E.  P.  Kingsbury, 

of  Scranton,  for  the  County  of  Luzerne. 

7 —  Brother  James  Madison  Porter, 

[Appointed  February  24,  A.  L.  5869  ] 
of  Easton,  for  the  Couuties  of  Northampton,  Monroe,  Wayne,  and  Pike. 

8 —  Brother  Robert  C.  Simpson, 

of  Wellsboro,  for  the  Counties  of  Tioga  and  Potter. 

9 —  Brother  G.  De  La  Montanye, 

of  Towanda,  for  the  Couuties  of  Bradford,  Susquehanna,  and  Sullivan. 

10 —  Brother  G.  S.  Snyder, 

of  Williamsport,  for  the  Couuties  of  Lycoming  and  Union. 

1 1 —  Brother  C.  J.  T.  McIntyre, 

of  New  Bloomfield,  Perry  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Perry,  Mifflin,  and  Juniata. 

12 —  Brother  G.  W.  Potts, 

of  Altoona,  for  the  Counties  of  Huntingdon,  Blair,  and  Bedford. 

13 —  Brother  George  Metzger, 

of  Emporium,  Cameron  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Elk,  Cameron,  McKean,  and 
Jefferson. 

14 —  Brother  John  Lawshe, 

of  Osceola,  Clearfield  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Centre,  Clearfield,  and  Clinton. 

15 —  Brother  C.  F.  Knapp, 

of  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Montour,  Columbia,  and 
Wyoming. 
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16 — Brother  G.  D.  Kughler, 

of  Greenville,  Mercer  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Butler,  Lawrence,  and  Mercer. 

1 T — Brother  Richard  Coulter, 

of  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Westmoreland  and 
Indiana. 

18 —  Brother  A.  M.  Pollock, 

of  Pittsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Alleghany  and  Beaver. 

19 —  Brother  William  W.  Barr, 

of  Clarion,  for  the  Counties  of  Clarion,  Cambria,  and  Armstrong. 

20 —  Brother  J.  C.  Acheson, 

of  Washington,  Washington  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Washington  and  Greene. 

21 —  Brother  C.  M.  Hoover, 

of  Franklin,  Venango  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Warren,  Venango,  and  Forest. 

22 —  Brother  Pearson  Church, 

of  Meadville,  Crawford  County,  for  the  County  of  Crawford. 

23 —  Brother  William  K.  Bray, 

of  Montgomery  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Bucks  and  Montgomery,  4 

24 —  Brother  John  Greig, 

of  Chester,  for  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware. 

25 —  Brother  P.  S.  McNair, 

of  Mauck  Chunk,  for  the  Counties  of  Carbon  and  Lehigh. 

26 —  Brother  William  Chatland, 

of  Brownsville,  for  the  Counties  of  Fayette  and  Somerset. 

27 —  Brother  William  Himrod,  Jr., 

of  Erie,  for  the  County  of  Erie. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  appointed 
Brother  J.  Alexander  Simpson  Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Brother  Richard 
Vaux  then  delivered  the  following  Address,  which  was 
listened  to  with  much  gratification  by  the  members  of 
the  Grand  Lodge : 


To  THE 


% 


r 


|  odjgc  of  jjjnnsgltranra : 


Brethren: 

The  Masonic  year  which  ended  yesterday,  has  gone  into 
the  past.  It  is  to  he  followed  by  its  successors  continuously 
recurring.  In  Masonry,  as  in  all  other  human  associa¬ 
tions,  the  present  is  the  perceptible,  joining  the  past  with 
the  future.  Of  this  past  Masonic  year,  it  is  my  duty  now 
to  speak ;  to  give  to  you,  my  brethren,  a  report  as  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  of  the  condition  of  the  craft  in 
this  jurisdiction  ;  and  also  of  the  work  which  it  has  been 
my  duty  and  pleasure  to  perform.  The  reflection  that  for 
good  or  for  evil,  what  has  been  done  of  duty,  or  of  duty 
omitted,  is  beyond  recall  or  amendment,  carries  with  it  a 
responsibility  which  the  most  thoughtless  cannot  consider 
without  a  seriousness  commensurate  with  its  weighty  ac¬ 
countability.  I  feel  it  now,  and  how  under  its  solemnity. 
The  year  that  has  passed,  this  epoch  in  the  history  of  the 
fraternity  in  this  jurisdiction,  what  report  has  it  to  make? 
What  errors,  faults,  or  neglected  opportunities  are  inscribed 
upon  it  ?  What,  if  it  could  be  effaced,  would  calm  retro¬ 
spect  seek  to  obliterate  from  its  pages  ?  These  are  the 
thoughts  which  come  up  unhidden,  as  looking  hack,  I 
desire  now  to  invite  your  attention  to  this  unalterable  past 
year.  I  need  your  practical  Masonic  charity,  none  more 
than  myself.  Appealing  to  its  exercise,  I  feign  would  hope 
that  you  will  judge,  as  you  would  be  judged. 
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ith  g]  ’.'if'  satisfaction  it  can  be  said,  that  the  brother¬ 
hood  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  united, 
harmonious,  satisfied,  and  devoted  to  the  supreme  Masonic 
authority  which  governs  it.  This  has  never  before  been  so 
markedly  the  spirit  which  animates  both  Lodges  and  Ma¬ 
sons  in  Pennsylvania.  The  brethren  now  feel,  they  now 
know,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  is  fully  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  necessity,  which  heretofore  has  had  but  a 
limited  influence,  of  giving  to  the  craft  that  fostering  care, 
fraternal  supervision,  Masonic  instruction  which  is  impera¬ 
tively  demanded,  as  essential  to  maintain  those  paramount 
relations  between  the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  subordinates. 
In  every  part  of  the  jurisdiction,  the  fraternal  welcome 
which  has  saluted  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  the 
best  evidence  which  could  be  offered  of  the  force  of  this 
truth.  I  consider  it  of  most  pre-eminent  importance  to  do 
all  m  my  power  to  continue  and  strengthen  these  Masonic 
ties  of  harmony  and  fraternity.  Among  Masons,  there 
should  not  be,  there  ought  not  to  be,  any  other  feeling  or 
sentiment  than  that  which  arises  exclusively  from  Masonic 
teachings  and  principles.  The  essence  of  Masonry  is  brother¬ 
hood  ;  the  type  of  brotherhood  is  confraternity  ;  the  evidence 
of  confraternity  is  a  united,  harmonious  co-operation  in  all 
Masonic  duties,  and  the  demonstration  of  these  motives 
conducing  to  such  action,  is  the  severest  obedience  to  obli¬ 
gations  self-imposed,  under  the  most  solemn  of  all  human 
ceremonies.  So  far  as  I  am  able,  I  am  determined  to  know 
nothing  among  you,  my  brethren,  but  these  teachings  and 
piiuciples  of  Free  Masonry — and  in  the  earnest  sincerity  of 
this  devotion,  I  entreat  the  brethren  to  be  of  one-  mind  in 
cheerful  obedience  to  the  same  duty. 

3 
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I  cannot  leave  the  consideration  of  this  subject  without 
expressing  my  sincere  gratification  at  the  present  condition 
of  the  craft  in  Pennsylvania.  It  has  been  heretofore  said 
in  general  terms,  that  unity  and  peace  were  the  character¬ 
istics  of  our  fraternity.  This  was  the  hope  and  wish  of  all 
who  so  expressed  themselves.  They  did  their  duty,  and 
labored  to  secure  these  results.  Put  by  personal  visits  to 
all  parts  of  the  jurisdiction,  patient  attention  to  the  wants, 
views  and  suggestions  of  the  brethren,  it  is  v7ith  just  pride 
and  most  signal  satisfaction  I  can  now  state,  that  at  this 
time  there  is  not  a  cloud  to  cast  its  shadow  on  the  broad 
surface  of  Pennsylvania’s  Masonic  jurisdiction.  The  heart 
of  every  brother  is  warmed  into  a  devotion  to  this  Grand 
Lodge  ;  his  Masonic  mind  is  now  reimpressed  with  the 
worth  and  value  of  the  principles  of  the  Order  as  he 
finds  his  faith  renewed  and  established.  The  attachment 
to  Pennsylvania  work  has  been  revived  ;  its  simple  hut  im¬ 
pressive  ceremonies  are  viewed  and  understood  as  the  true 
symbolization  of  those  great  truths  and  eternal  principles 
of  Free  Masonry,  which  exist  in  their  grandeur  and  beauty 
when  freed  from  all  extrinsic  and  mere  ostentatious  cloth¬ 
ing,  intended  too  often  as  attractive  for  those  who  are 
never  Masons  though  members  of  the  craft.  The  esoteric 
mysteries  which  Free  Masonry  holds  enfolded  within  its 
sealed  and  secured  enclosures,  can  only  he  comprehended 
by  their  own  light.  Their  perpetuity  in  their  original 
character,  can  only  he  maintained  by  the  most  unyielding 
opposition  to  every  innovation.  If  the  mind  and  heart  of  a 
brother  need  modern  novelties  to  clothe  these  mysteries 
with  that*  which  is  an  innovation,  to  be  more  comprehen¬ 
sible  or  commanding,  he  has  mistaken  an  ignis  fatuus  tor 
Masonic  light,  and  great  will  become  his  blindness. 
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Those  fraternal  relations  between  the  several  Grand 
Lodges  in  the  United  States  and  this  Grand  Lodge,  which 
were  established,  continued  and  strengthened,  by  the  wise 
£)olicy  on  which  they  now  rest,  have  in  no  instance  been 
disturbed  during  the  past  year.  The  salutation  of  Masonic 
fraternity  is  cordially  offered  to  them  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennsylvania.  It  has  become  an  axiom  arising  from 
our  Masonic  intercourse,  that,  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
one  sovereign  Masonic  authority,  no  foreign  Grand  Lodge 
has  any  right  to  intermeddle.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state 
this  proposition  to  insure  its  universal  acceptance  as  a  rule 
of  action.  The  dignity,  sovereignty,  indeed  the  very  exist¬ 
ence  of  a  Grand  Lodge  can  thus  only  be  maintained.  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  with  moderation,  but  firmness,  has  asserted  and 
supported  this  principle,  until  its  wisdom,  as  the  true  basis 
of  fraternal  intercourse,  harmony,  fraternity  and  respect,  is 
now  admitted.  The  able  report  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correspondence  through  its  chairman,  Brother 
Pisher,  will  more  fully  treat  of  the  particular  subjects 
under  its  care.  In  my  last  annual  communication  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  the  wish  was  expressed  that  brethren  of 
this  jurisdiction  visiting  other  jurisdictions  should  not  be 
subjected  to  all  those  forms  of  examination  which  therein 
are  customary,  but  with  us  are  not  regarded  as  essential 
knowledge,  precedent  to  such  visitation.  I  take  occasion 
again  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Masters  to  these  suggestions,  expressing  to  them 
m}  Masonic  regard,  trusting,  that  if  entirely  consistent 
with  their  views  of  Masonic  duty,  this  wish  may,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  complied  with. 

It  is  cause  for  Masonic  satisfaction  to  all  the  Most 
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Worshipful  Grand  Lodges,  that  the  differences  between 
/  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  and  that 
of  West  Virginia  have  been  adjusted  by  a  strict  con¬ 
formity  to  true  Masonic  principles.  We  hope  during  the 
present  year  to  he  able  to  enter  into  correspondence 
with  this  new  Grand  Lodge.  The  satisfaction  to  which 
reference  is  made,  arises  from  the  fact,  that  the  relations 
between  these  Grand  Lodges  have  been  established  with¬ 
out  the  interference  of  any  other  Masonic  authority. 
The  differences  which  existed  were  purely  Masonic,  as 
between  the  parties.  Left  to  themselves,  the  paramount 
principles  of  the  Order  at  last  overcame  the  obstacles 
which  prevented  a  harmonious  arrangement.  If  other 
Grand  Lodges  had,  by  unasked  advice  or  premature  action, 
or  the  expression  of  opinion,  created  or  strengthened  a 
spirit  of  disagreement  of  which  these  differences  might 
have  been  susceptible,  the  delay  of  final  settlement  might 
have  been  productive  of  serious  trouble.  Now  we  believe 
Masonic  harmony  exists  in  both  these  Grand  Lodges.  Let 
this  be  a  precedent  in  the  future  for  all  to  follow. 

The  brethren  in  Nova  Scotia  have  not  been  so  fortunate. 
The  troubles  there  still  exist,  and  must  so  continue  until 
the  principles  which  alone  can  end  them,  are  both  cordially 
and  fully  adopted. 

We  fear  that  our  sister  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  has 
yet  a  trial  of  her  faith  and  patience  to  undergo.  The  “  do¬ 
minion”  of  Canada  has  consolidated  Territories  in  which 
Masonic  Grand  Lodges  exist.  There  may  arise  a  question 
how  to  deal  with  these  grand  bodies.  If  they  are  to  form 
one  Grand  Lodge,  or  still  retain  their  separate  and  sover- 
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eign  Masonic  authority,  is  yet  to  he  determined.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  proposed,  we  expect  that  the  fundamental 
principle  which  underlies  a  Grand  Lodge  existence,  its 
supreme  sovereignty  within  its  borders,  will  be  maintained 
as  a  landmark  of  the  Order. 

In  Idaho,  a  Grand  Lodge  has  been  established,  in  the 
only  manner  recognized  as  Masonic.  Oregon  and  Wash¬ 
ington  Territory  both  granted  warrants  for  Lodges  in  that 
Territory.  These  Lodges  met,  formed  a  Grand  Lodge,  and 
surrendered  their  charters  to  the  Grand  Lodges  issuing 
them,  taking  from  their  own  authority  warrants  for  those 
returned.  We  welcome  our  new  sister  into  the  Masonic 


Thus  it  is  Free  Masonry  grows ;  thus  are  her  borders  en¬ 
larged  and  her  stakes  strengthened.  Without  wishing  to 
assume  “to  be  holier  than  thou,”  we  would,  in  the  most 
fraternal  solicitude  for  the  real  welfare  of  the  craft  every¬ 
where,  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  greatest  danger  to 
which  Free  Masonry  is  now  exposed,  is  from  enemies  within, 
not  those  without.  Making  members  of  the  craft,  is  not 
necessarily  making  Masons.  There  is  too  great  a  desire  to 
increase  the  number  of  members,  for  peradventure  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Masons  is  not  thereby  increased.  Strict  trial,  severe 
tests,  careful  examination,  thorough  investigation  into  fit¬ 
ness;  caution,  prudence,  due  consideration,  and  above  all 
moral  courage  to  do  the  duty  which  these  virtues  demand’ 
are  now  essential  in  all  Lodges  as  precedent  conditions  to  a 
favorable  report  on  those  who  apply  for  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masonry.  These  are  the  guards  which  are 
stationed  at  every  portal  of  the  Temple.  Woe  unto  that 
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man,  who  by  deceit  or  lack  of  examination  passes  them 
unchallenged — but  woe  to  those  who  are  thus  made  their 
associates.  Once  destroy  the  harmony  of  fraternal  unity  in 
the  craft,  and  the  enemy  is  thus  in  our  very  midst. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  thirty-one  Lodges 
lawfully  warranted  and  duly  constituted,  as  follows :  iso. 
387,  Dushore;  No.  399,  North  East;  No.  401,  Watson- 
town;  No.  402,  Philadelphia;  No.  403,  Clarksville;  No. 
404,  Northumberland;  No.  405,  Waynesburgli ;  No.  406, 
Hamburg;  No.  407,  Jacksonville;  No.  408,  Meadville;  No. 
409,  Pine  Grove;  No.  410,  Hatboro ;  No.  411,  Darlington; 
No.  412,  Tideoute ;  No  413,  Northampton ;  No.  415,  Can¬ 
ton;  No.  416,  Edenboro ;  No.  417,  Kirkwood;  No.  418, 
Pome ;  No.  419,  Philadelphia ;  No.  420,  Conshohoeken ; 
No.  421,  Osceola ;  No.  422,  Newtown ;  No.  423,  Shrews¬ 
bury;  No.  424,  Jamestown;  No.  425,  Waterford;  No.  426, 
Cressona ;  No.  427,  Newtown ;  No.  430,  Allegheny  City ; 
No.  431,  Salzburg ;  No.  432,  Philadelphia. 

There  are  now  259  working  Lodges  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  present  membership  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  2,373,  and 
the  whole  number  of  Free  Masons  is  29,340. 

Within  this  period,  with  competent  brethren,  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  have  visited  and  held  Grand  Lodges 
for  Instruction  at  the  following  points  in  the  jurisdiction : 
Watsontown,  and  constituted  a  Lodge;  Newtown,  Bucks 
county,  and  constituted  a  Lodge ;  Philadelphia,  three 
Lodges  constituted  ;  Milton  ;  Columbia  ;  Marietta  ;  ITarris- 
burgh ;  Wilkesbarre,  eighteen  Lodges  represented ;  Hones- 
dale,  three  Lodges  represented ;  Blossburgh,  five  Lodges 
represented ;  Troy,  six  Lodges  represented ;  Lewistown, 
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seven  Lodges  represented ;  Pittsburgh,  thirty-three  Lodges 
represented,  and  over  two  hundred  brethren  present ;  East 
Liberty,  dedicated  a  new  Masonic  Hall  for  Heilman  Lodge ; 
Chestnut  Hill,  and  several  Lodges  which  meet  in  this  Hall. 


DISPENSATIONS 

GRANTED. 

To  Enter,  Pass,  and  Raise, 

AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

*  0 

DISTRICTS. 

0 

To  Pass  and  Raise,  . 

7 

18 

To  Raise,  .... 

8 

7 

To  Pass  Chair,  . 

.  191 

99 

Lodges  restored  to  good  standing  in  1868,  the  same 
having  been  suspended  for  owing  two  years  dues :  Ho.  70, 
Athens ;  Ho.  108,  Towanda ;  Ho.  143,  Chambersburg ;  Ho. 
153,  Waynesburg;  Ho.  218,  Honesdale;  Ho.  237,  Bealls- 
ville;  Ho.  251,  Mercer;  Ho.  264,  Columbus;  Ho.  329, 
Greensboro ;  Ho.  336,  Gettysburg ;  Ho.  337,  Monongahela 
City ;  Ho.  324,  Mifflintown. 

Lodges  restored  to  good  standing  in  1868,  the  same 
having  been  suspended  for  non-returns :  Ho.  356,  Ten  Mile 
Village ;  Ho.  303,  Titusville ;  Ho.  239,  Freeport ;  Ho.  361, 
Hewville ;  Ho.  302,  Mechanicsburg. 


During  the  year  1867  there  were 


Admissions,  .... 

589 

Initiations,  .... 

3,681 

Rejections,  .... 

688 

Suspended  and  expelled, 

358 

Resignations,  .... 

'  838 

Deaths, . 

268 

Total  number  of  membership, 

.  26,140 

Add  for  initiations  in  past  year,  1868,  say  3,700,  and 
the  total  number  of  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  is  thus 
29,840. 
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There  appears  to  be  a  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  some 
Worshipful  Masters  and  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  which 
for  want  of  proper  instruction  may  become  a  violation  of  a 
landmark,  in  regard  to  the  charge  of  the  warrants  of  consti¬ 
tution  of  their  Lodges.  Lor  the  future  government  of  these 
officers  it  is  proper  now  to  state,  that  without  the  warrant 
no  Lodge  can  be  opened.  The  Worshipful  Master  is  prima¬ 
rily  and  absolutely  responsible  for  it.  In  his  absence  the 
Senior  Warden,  and  in  the  absence  of  both,  the  Junior 
Warden  is  the  only  recognized  officer  who  can  produce  it. 
When  all  are  absent  no  Lodge  can  be  opened.  This  is  a 
landmark.  The  proper  Masonic  authority  has  decided  that 
a  violation  of  this  landmark,  especially  as  to  the  lawful 
custody  of  the  warrants,  will  subject  the  Lodge  to  the 
penalty  of  suspension.  The  measure  of  this  penalty,  as  to 
its  duration,  of  course,  is  to  be  governed  by  a  discretion,  of 
which  the  larger  element  will  be  a  charitable  and  fraternal 
consideration  of  the  facts  in  each  particular  case.  But  the 
principle  is  now  distinctly  announced,  that  disregard  of  the 
duty  imposed  on  the  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior 
Wardens,  as  to  the  care  of  the  charters  of  Lodges,  is  to  be 
followed  by  a  penalty  on  the  Lodge  itself.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  no  case  will  ever  arise  when  the  disagreeable 
consequences  thus  referred  to  may  become  necessary.  The 
brethren,  however,  now  informed  of  this  decision,  will  no 
doubt  see  to  it,  that  their  officers  are  competent  for  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  their  respective  stations. 

When  an  application  or  petition  for  initiation  and  mem¬ 
bership  is  presented  to  a  Lodge,  it  is  referred  to  a  Commit¬ 
tee.  That  which  is  thus  required  of  this  Committee  is 
plain.  The  Lodge  charges  it,  on  its  behalf,  with  two 
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duties:  the  first,  fully  to  inquire,  and  secondly,  unani¬ 
mously  to  report.  The  Lodge  having  delegated  to  its  Com¬ 
mittee  these  duties,  a  report  is  to  he  made  how  they  were 
performed.  Every  well-instructed  Past  Master  knows  that 
a  report  to  he  signed  by  all  the  Committee,  does  not 
necessarily  require  it  to  he  the  record  of  the  same  opinion 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Committee.  I  need  not  do 
more  than  mention  this  much  of  the  course  of  proceeding. 
The  present  purpose  is  to  instruct  those  who  may  not 
he  informed,  that  a  Committee  cannot  give  up,  or  part 
with,  or  return  the  petition,  while  it  is  in  its  hands.  It 
must  report  to  the  Lodge,  and  then  the  petition  can  be 
withdrawn  by  the  petitioner  or  applicant,  through  his 
friend  in  the  Lodge,  if  no  objection  thereto  is  expressed. 
This  permits  no  further  comment  at  this  time,  in  this 
form. 

The  Grand  Lodge  Committee  on  Landmarks  have  de¬ 
cided,  after  very  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  that  it 
is  a  custom  of  the  craft,  and  to  he  so  considered,  that  when 
an  individual,  whose  place  of  residence  is  within  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  a  Lodge,  applies  to  another  Lodge  at  a  distance 
from  his  home,  friends,  and  neighbors  \  the  Lodge  to  which 
such  application  is  made  should,  in  a  lawful  manner,  ask 
the  Lodge  nearest  to  which  such  person  resides,  if  there  are 
any  objections  to  granting  the  application.  I  desire  to  in¬ 
vite  the  attention  of  the  fraternity  to  this  wise  custom.  Its 
observance  is  a  duty  becoming  more  necessary.  Free 
Masonry  never  proselytes.  It  seeks  no  strength  in  numbers 
or  dignity  from  men.  Those  who  are  well  qualified  are,  if 
found  worthy,  admitted ;  but  they  must  come  voluntarily 
and  knock  at  its  temple  doors.  Hence  it  is  kept  free  from 
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the  contaminating  and  destroying  influences  which,  are 
gathered  into  other  societies,  hidden  too  often  under  the 
specious  pretexts  that  numbers  constitute  strength,  and  the 
worldly  popularity  of  men,  unstable  as  water,  as  it  not  un- 
frequently  proves  to  he,  gives  importance  to  such  bodies. 
The  pure,  the  true,  the  just,  who  can  circumscribe  their 
opinions  and  passions  within  the  bounds  of  mutual  esteem 
and  fraternal  relations ;  who  have  self-control  and  moral 
courage  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  override  the  prejudices 
and  bigotries,  motives  and  debased  influences  of  the  outside 
world ;  who  can  perform  assumed  duties  without  regard  to 
the  strife,  contention  and  other  influences  which  actuate 
the  ignorant  and  the  arrogant,  who  in  the  world  pass  for 
wise  and  respectable  ;  such  give  lustre  to  Free  Masonry,  only 
because  they  are  true  Masons.  It  does  not  require  the 
wisdom  of  Solomon  to  know  that  the  true  Mason,  and  the 
member  of  a  Lodge,  are  not  necessarily  the  same.  Mem¬ 
bership  is  attainable  by  a  strict  compliance  with  the  severest 
tests;  but  Free  Masonry  in  its  purity,  beauty,  and  efffcacy, 
is  known  by  our  faith  in  its  sublime  principles.  This  is  not 
obtained  by  forms  or  ceremonies. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  this  broad  distinction. 
It  is  more  than  necessary,  now,  when  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
many  from  the  world,  actuated  by  its  instincts  and  motives, 
seek  membership  in  our  ancient  and  honorable  Order,  either 
to  give  them  a  respectability  among  men,  which  they  can¬ 
not  earn  for  themselves,  or  to  seek  to  use  the  power  of  this 
fraternity  for  purposes  which  are  forbidden  by  its  teachings. 
If  such  there  are,  true  Masonry  will  wilt  them  down  to 
harmless  insignificance,  and  their  existence  will  only  be 
known  in  the  craft,  by  their  awkward  efforts  to  escape  from 
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an  association  they  at  last  discover  they  are  pre-eminently 
disqualified  to  enjoy. 

By  the  opportunities  which  have  been  offered  to  ex¬ 
change  fraternal  greetings  with  the  brethren,  it  has  been 
made  apparent  that  an  absolute  necessity  exists  for  direct 
and  prompt  intercourse  in  regard  to  work  and  jurisprudence, 
between  brethren  and  Lodges,  and  an  officer  well  skilled 
and  properly  versed  and  thoroughly  qualified  for  the  duty 
of  giving  instruction.  I  need  not  more  fully  explain  this 
need.  lSror  is  it  necessary  to  do  more  than  suggest  what 
errors,  evils,  and  mischiefs  may  spring  up  from,  if  they 
have  not  heretofore  grown  out  of,  isolation,  self-dependence, 
or  a  supposed  neglect  of  the  welfare  of  Subordinate  Lodges 
by  the  Grand  Lodge.  If  I  could,  in  any  written  communi¬ 
cation,  give  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  experience  which  has 
been  obtained  in  these  visitations,  you,  my  brethren,  would 
fully  and  cordially  agree,  that  the  part  of  wisdom  would  be 
to  protect  all,  in  the  future,  from  the  misfortune  of  these 
operating  causes  of  difficulties.  It  has  been  my  constant 
effort  to  obviate  them.  In  this  effort  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters  have  each  and  all  given  their  undivided 
support.  I  take  this  public  mode  of  extending  to  them  my 
most  signal  approval  of  the  manner  they  all  discharged 
their  representative  duties.  The  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
craft  in  general,  are  under  lasting  obligations  to  them  for 
their  untiring  devotion  and  earnest  zeal  in  their  work. 

The  “  books  of  record  ”  wffiicli  each  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  keeps  and  sends  to  me  yearly  for  examina¬ 
tion,  will  one  day  be  the  most  valuable  contribution  to  our 
Masonic  history.  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master 
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Henry  M.  Phillips  in  making  the  regulation,  while  he  was 
Grand  Master,  that  these  hooks  should  he  examined  yearly, 
can  now  realize  the  advantage  he  hoped  would  he  obtained 
hy  this  rule.'  I  can  invoke  these  records  for  duty  per¬ 
formed,  labor  given,  advice  offered,  counsel  imparted,  and 
likewise  as  evidence  of  the  golden  fruits  gathered  from  this 
good  seed  sown.  It  will  he  observed  that  the  experiences  of 
the  past  year  have  justified  me  in  changing  some  of  the 
districts,  only  because  the  best  interests  of  the  Lodges  and 
the  brethren  located  therein,  required  it.  This  has  made  it 
necessary  to  relieve  some  Deputy  District  Grand  Masters 
from  further  service;  but  they  each  will  know  that  the 
cause  did  not  in  any  single  instance  arise  from  any  want  of 
fraternal  accord  or  confidence  between  us. 

This  jurisdiction  is  growing.  Every  year,  is  laying  an 
increased  tax  on  the  time  and  knowledge  of  the  Grand 
Master.  It  is  my  highest  Masonic  ambition  to  hand  it  over 
to  my  successor,  a  jewel,  bright  as  the  sun,  fair  as  the  moon, 
and  powerful  as  an  army  with  banners,  in  its  influences  for 
the  good  of  mankind.  It  is  my  fervent  prayer  that  then 
there  shall  not  be  heard  within  our  borders  a  harsh  sound 
like  that  of  a  hammer  on  iron,  nor  a  grating  on  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  ear,  like  the  sound  of  a  saw  in  the  sapless  wood. 

This  occasion  is  taken  to  advise  the  brethren  so  to  look 
after  their  places  of  meeting,  that  both  as  to  locality,  con¬ 
venience,  and  adaptation  to  its  purposes,  it  shall  be  free 
from  any  Masonic  objections.  There  are  places  of  this  kind 
that  need  improvement  in  this  respect,  and  I  know  the 
craft  will  cheerfully  conform  to  any  suggestions  now  made 
on  this  subject. 
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A  person  who  Has  been  entered  in  another  jurisdiction,  and 
removes  into  this,  with  a  demit  as  an  Entered  Apprentice, 
may,  if  the  Lodge  to  which  he  applies  for  membership  ad¬ 
mits  him  into  membership,  have  the  work  finished  by  such 
Lodge.  But  it  is  not  competent  in  any  other  case  for  one 
Lodge  to  ask  another  to  finish  work  begun  by  it,  unless  mem¬ 
bership  in  such  Lodge  is  first  obtained.  This  membership 
must  result  from  the  fixing  of  the  residence  of  such  person 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge  to  which  he  applies. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as 
unanimously  expressed  at  the  Quarterly  Grand  Communi¬ 
cation,  held  December  27,  1868,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
number  of  its  members  and  a  vast  concourse  of  the  breth¬ 
ren,  the  Grand  Officers  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  Hew 
Masonic  Temple  on  the  24th  of  last  June.  Hever  before 
in  this  jurisdiction  was  a  more  imposing  and  solemn 
ceremony  performed.  Hearty  10,000  Free  Masons  were 
present.  The  manifestations  of  respect  and  consideration 
on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  oh  that  occasion 
will  ever  be  memorable.  The  craft  felt  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  a  great  undertaking  was  about  to  be  begun 
by  the  Order,  in  which  not  only  the  Masonic  fraternity  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  of  the  world,  were  interested. 

From  almost  all  the  Masonic  jurisdictions  in  the  United 
States  evidence  was  given  of  this  feeling.  The  following 
distinguished  brethren  were  present  by  invitation : 

NEW  YORK. 

John  H.  Anthon,  .  ...  M.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master 

James  M.  Austin,  M.  D.,  .  E.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

J.  P.  Buck,  . E.  W.  District  Deputy  Grand 

Master. 

M.  W.  Past  Grand  Master. 


R.  D.  Holms,  .  . 
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DELAWARE. 

Daniel  McClintock,  .  .  .  if.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Robert  W.  Birnie,  .  .  .  R.  W.  Grand  Junior  Warden . 

J.  P.  Allmond, . R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Dr.  Winslow  Lewis,  ...  31.  W.  Past  Grand  Master . 

William  Sutton,  .  ...  31.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

N.  H.  Gould, . 31.  W.  Past  Grand  31aster. 

INDIANA. 

Solomon  D.  Bayliss,  .  ..  .  31  W.'Past  Grand  3Iaster. 

MARYLAND. 
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John  Coates,  ..... 

.  31.  W.  Grand  31aster. 

Francis  Burns,  .... 

R.  W  Deputy  Grand  31aster. 

Lawrence  Sangston,  .  . 

.  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Charles  A.  Wailes,  .  . 

R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

George  W.  Herring,  .  . 

.  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

Frederick  Woodworth,  . 

.  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

A.  McComas, . 

Grand  Chaplain. 

James  M.  Anderson,  .  . 

.  Grand  31arshal. 

William  A.  Wentz, 

Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Emanuel  Corbett,  .  .  . 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

John  M.  Miller,  .  .  . 

.  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

William  F.  Burns,  .  .  . 

Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

Francis  Lincoln,  .  .  . 

.  Senior  Grand  Steward. 

E.  B.  Royston,  .... 

.  Junior  Grand  Steward. 

A.  D.  Emmart,  .... 

.  Grand  Pursuivant. 

John  M.  Dennison,  .  .  . 

.  Director  of  Ceremonies. 

Jacob  Lights,  .... 

.  Grand  Tyler. 
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NEW 

Henry  R.  Cannon,  .  .  .  . 
Robert  Rusling,  .  .  .  . 
James  H.  Stevens,  .  .  . 

William  E.  Pine,  .  .  . 

H.  E.  Phelps,  ... 
William  S.  Whithead, 
James  Trimble,  .... 


JERSEY. 

Bl.  W.  Grand  Blaster. 

Bl.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Blaster. 
Pi.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Pi.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
P.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

Bl.  W.  Past  Grand  Blaster. 

Bl.  W.  Past  Grand  Blaster. 


Bro.  B.  R.  Shekell,  Tyler  of  Potomac  Lodge,  Washington,  D.  C. 
A.  B.  Shekell,  Washington,  D.  C.,  who  brought  the  gavel  Bro. 
George  Washington  used  at  laying  the  corner-stone  of 
the  Federal  Capitol,  at  Washington,  and  which  was  used 
on  this  occasion. 

Those  who  were  prevented  from  uniting  with  us  sent  the 
most  cordial  Masonic  greeting. 

Several  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Masters  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  favored  us  with  their  presence,  viz. :  Past 
Grand  Masters  William  Barger,  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  James 
Page,  Henry  M.  Phillips,  David  Skerrett,  John  Thomson, 
Peter  Williamson.  Those  who  were  unable  to  join  the 
Grand  Lodge  sent  sincere  regrets  at  their  absence.  Many 
District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  were  also  present. 

As  the  sun  at  its  high  meridian  on  that  St.  John’s  day 
threw  its  effulgence  on  the  wrork  and  the  ceremonial  of  the 
brotherhood;  as  it  sank  to  rest  in  the  AVest,  its  golden 
beams  tinged  with  radiance  the  face  of  nature ;  so  the  rays 
of  unity  and  harmony,  peace  and  concord  beamed  forth 
from  the  hearts*  of  the  craftsmen,  and  their  voices  gave 
united  testimony'  of  the  Masonic  satisfaction  which  saluted 
the  work  so  well  ended,  with  congratulations  and  rejoicings. 
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The  Masonic  Ritual  adapted  to  the  occasion,  and  the 
Address  I  then  made  to  the  assembled  craft,  are  hereto 
annexed. 

It  may  he  interesting  to  state  that  the  Corner-Stone  is 
five  feet,  six  and  a-half  inches  long,  two  feet  four  and  a-half 
inches  deep,  four  feet  nine  and  a-half  inches  wide;  of 
granite  from  the  Havre  de  Grace  quarry  of  Brothers  Arm¬ 
strong  &  Quinn,  and  weighed  between  nine  and  ten  tons. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  deposited  in  the  stone 
by  the  Right  "Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  John 
Thomson,  and  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer, 
Brother  Peter  Williamson. 

Copy  of  the  Holy  Bible. 

Copy  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon. 

List  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Copy  of  the  last  Annual  Publication. 

Copy  of  the  resolutions  of  Grand  Lodge  in  reference  to 
the  building  of  the  Temple. 

Copy  of  the  Masonic  Register  for  1868. 

Coins  of  the  United  States. 

“Washington”  Penny,  1791. 

“Franklin”  Penny,  1787. 

A  piece  of  wood,  cut  from  one  of  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

A  piece  of  marble,  part  of  the  Golden  Gate  of  the  Temple 
of  King  Solomon. 

A  piece  of  stone  from  the  foundation  of  the  Temple  at 
Jerusalem. 

•  A  gold  Masonic  Medal,  “Keystone.” 

A  silver  Medal  of  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Peter 
Williamson. 
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Copper  Medal  struck  in  commemoration  of  the  election 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  Grand  Master,  24th  November, 

1790. 

Fragment  of  a  foundation  stone  of  Solomon’s  Temple, 
found  forty  feet  below  the  Mosque  of  “Omar.” 

Gold  Masonic  Medal,  (circle.) 

A  silver  set  of  Lodge  Jewels  and  the  Working  Tools  of 
a  Master  Mason’s  Lodo;e. 

Biography  of  Brother  Stephen  Girard. 

Newspapers  of  the  day. 

Various  articles,  gifts  from  individual  brethren. 

The  authenticity  of  all  these  articles  deposited  was  fully 
established. 

In  the  Corner-Stone,  a  cavity  was  cut  to  contain  the 
above  articles.  The  box  containing  them  was  lead,  pre¬ 
sented  by  J.  C.  Hunter  &  Co.  This  box  was  covered  with 
a  white  marble  slab,  on  which  was  cut  the  names  of  the 
Right  W  or  shipful  Grand  Officers,  Building  Committee, 
Architect,  and  Superintendent.  This  slab  was  presented 
by  Brother  William  Struthers. 

It  is  but  just  to  state,  that  the  efforts  of  the  Building 
Committee,  the  Architect,  and  the  Superintendent,  cheer- 
fully  given  to  make  the  accommodations  so  pre-eminently 
fitting  and  proper,  were  fully  appreciated  by  the  thousands 
v  ho  were  thus  enabled  to  witness  the  ceremonies. 

.  Tlie  Committee  having  charge  of  the  construc¬ 

tion  of  the  new  Temple,  has  thus  far  faithfully  attended  to 
its  responsible  trust.  Each  member  feels  the  importance  of 

the  position  to  which  he  has  been  appointed.  The  Chair- 
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man  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Plan,  Brother  White,  has 
devoted  much  time  to  qualify  himself  for  a  full  comprehen¬ 
sion  of  the  subject  of  construction,  in  harmony  with  the 
purpose  of  the  structure.  The  Grand  Lodge  can  rest 
entirely  satisfied  with  the  manner  the  work  is  progressing. 
Right  W orshipful  Senior  Grand  W arden  Perkins,  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee,  has  given  time  and  labor,  without 
stint,  to  his  duties,  and  this  brother  deserves  the  commen¬ 
dation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  therefor.  It  was  my  decided 
conviction  when  the  Temple  was  directed  to  he  built,  that 
the  best  method  to  he  adopted  in  its  building,  was  to  avoid 
a  general  contract,  hut  to  make  special  contracts  for  each 
part  of  the  work,  as  well  as  for  the  materials,  and  require 
in  each  contract,  that  unless  the  work  and  materials  so  to  be 
furnished  were  approved  by  the  General  Superintendent  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  default  should  be  put 
upon  those  supplying  the  materials  or  performing  the  work. 
This,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has  been  adopted.  Brother  John 
Bolt,  the  Superintendent,  has,  by  the  most  strict  and  most 
praiseworthy  compliance  with  his  duty,  saved  the  Grand 
Lodge  money,  and  caused  the  work  to  be  most  thoroughly 
done.  The  foundation  is  now  completed,  and  in  order  to 
test  it,  allow  it  to  settle,  and  prevent  many  mishaps  which, 
in  so  large  a  building,  would  arise  from  lack  of  this  precau¬ 
tion,  nothing  more  will  be  undertaken  until  the  coming 
spring.  As  it  advances,  step  by  step,  the  architect,  Brother 
Windrim,  will  be  enabled  to  conform  the  plan  to  the  prac¬ 
tical  wants  of  the  craft.  When  the  edifice  is  finished,  the 
exterior,  with  its  appropriate  symbolization — without  which, 
let  me  say,  it  would  be  a  grotesque  failure,  suited  as  well 
for  any  other  purpose,  than  a  Temple  dedicated  to  the 
esoteric  mysteries  of  our  Ancient  Order — will  command  the 
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admiration  of  the  student  of  architecture,  the  friend  of 
science,  the  lover  of  the  beautiful,  and  those  who  can  be 
impressed  by  beholding  the  grand  and  expressive.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Free  Masons  for  coming  time  will  be  justified  in  enter¬ 
taining  a  noble  pride  in  this  Temple.  The  craft  everywhere 
feels  a  deep  interest  in  its  success.  While  we  maintain  with 
persistency  the  simplicity  of  our  ceremonial,  because  we 
believe  it  is  in  conformity  to  the  ancient  landmarks,  yet  we 
show  the  craft  and  the  world  in  this  Temple,  that  architect¬ 
ure  was  a  science  the  founders  of  Free  Masonry  inaugu- 
lated  as  a  Masonic  study,  and  it  has  ever  since  been  taught 
to  the  craftsmen,  to  be  perfected  as  knowledge  was  ob¬ 
tained.  Those  classic  and  renowned  structures  which  have 
exhausted  the  admiration  of  ages  and  nations,  were  the 
results  of  Masonic  knowledge  and  Masonic  skill. 

The  whole  cost  of  the  ground  and  the  work  on  the 
Temple,  from  the  beginning,  up  to  the  15th  of  November, 
A.  L.  5868,  which  is  the  end  of  the  financial  year  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $209,344.77.  Of  this 
sum,  Subordinate  Lodges  have  subscribed  $120,400.  From 
other  Masonic  sources,  $51,500;  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
Fund,  $66,065.76 ;  total,  $237,965.76.  This  shows,  on  the 
15th  of  November,  the  end  of  the  last  financial  year,  a 
balance  in  hand  unexpended  of  $28,620.99.  The  amount 
estimated  to  be  necessary  for  work  and  material  for  the 

Temple  during  the  present,  or  current  financial  year,  is 
$190,000. 

% 

I  take  this  occasion  to  request,  that  the  Committee  will 
cause  to  be  prepared  a  fire-proof  apartment  iii  this  building, 
m  which  the  ancient  ecords  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the' 
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Subordinate  Lodges  can  be  placed  for  tbeir  preservation. 
This  is  absolutely  necessary.  Many  Lodges  have  minute- 
books  and  original  and  valuable  papers,  without  the  most 
ordinary  protection. 

The  Order  in  Pennsylvania  will  most  cheerfully  contrib¬ 
ute,  either  as  individual  Masons,  or  as  Lodges,  from  time 
to  time,  the  funds  required  to  finish  this  Temple.  That 
“  the  ways  and  means”  for  the  purpose  might  be  intrusted 
to  competent  persons,  and  u  the  Building  Committee”  re¬ 
lieved  from  any  other  duty  than  erecting  the  building, 
“  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund”  were  appointed,  charged 
with  the  business  of  Finance.  These  Trustees  now  furnish 
the  money  as  the  Building  Committee  requires  it.  The 
Committee  of  Finance  of  the  Grand  Lodge  examines  these 
accounts  quarterly.  A  better  arrangement  could-  not  be 
made,  to  protect  the  funds  and  supervise  the  work  for  which 
they  are  disbursed.  My  anxious  care  has  been,  that  every 
dollar  subscribed  should  be  properly  expended,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  may  be  fully  and  entirely  satisfied  this  has 
been  done  faithfully. 

During  the  past  year  the  Masonic  duty  of  relieving  the 
distressed  has  been,  as  usual,  well  performed.  The  Trust 
Fund  devised  by  Brother  Stephen  Girard  has,  out  of  its 
income,  dispensed  $3,100.50  for  the  aid  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  brethren.  The  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund 
has  contributed  $2,565  for  the  relief  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  applicants.  This  is  independent  of  the  sums  dis¬ 
bursed  by  each  subordinate  Lodge,  to  those  who  apply 
directly  to  these  sources  of  relief.  Of  the  amount  thus 
granted,  no  record  is  made,  which  is  accessible.  The  unpre- 
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tending,  unostentatious  hand  of  Masonic  comfort,  to  those 
who  shrink  from  proclaiming  their  wants,  makes  no  record 
of  its  obedience  to  its  obligations.  The  Masonic  heart  feels 
the  duty  and  cheerfully  performs  it.  The  angel  of  mercy 
takes  cognizance  of  the  act,  and  marks  it  on  the  page  of 
the  “Book  of  Remembrance,5'  there  to  remain  among  those 
good  deeds,  which  being  pure,  of  good  report,  and  holy, 
are  eternal. 

Permit  me  here  to  suggest  that  a  fund  he  raised  by 
Lodge  contributions,  or  the  bequest  of  some  brother  who, 
like  Girard,  seeks  to  do  good,  or  by  both  united,  the  in¬ 
come  of  which  should  he  exclusively  devoted,  under  the 
care  of  a  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  the  relief  of 
the  widows  and  daughters  of  JVXasons.  There  is  a  growing 
necessity  for  such  a  fund.  Many  instances  occur  of  peculiar 
suffering  by  this  class,  which  it  is  not  always  easy,  promptly 
to  aid.  The  want  of  prompt  attention  to  these  persons  is  a 
double  cause  of  distress.  I  beg  leave  to  make  these  re¬ 
marks  now,  because  I  feel  sure  that  in  the  coming  year 
some  heart  will  be  awakened  to  their  propriety,  and  a  little 
fountain  of  Masonic  benevolence  will  begin  to  flow,  in  time 
growing  into  a  stream  of  joy  and  gladness  for  many  and 
many  worthy  of  its  benefits. 

The  Ahiman  Rezon  declares  certain  standing  committees 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  elected  at  the  Annual  Commu¬ 
nication  next  prior  to  St.  John’s  day.  All  other  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  not  so  created,  are  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Grand  Master.  The  wisdom  of  this  regu¬ 
lation  is  too  patent  to  be  discussed.  There  are  labors  for 
such  committee  to  perform  which  requires  the  frequent 
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advice  of  the  grand  officers,  and,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  duties,  a  constant  responsibility  to  them.  The  Grand 
Master  is  annually  amenable  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  as  it 
is  at  present  constituted,  to  the  craft  in  every  Lodge  in  the 
jurisdiction.  This  makes  the  Grand  Master  what  he  should 
he,  the  representative  of  the  whole  fraternity.  Every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Grand  Lodge  now  has  the  right  to  approve  or 
disapprove  of  his  administration  of  its  affairs,  and  hence 
the  Grand  Master  has  a  heavier  weight  of  responsibility 
placed  upon  him. 

Under  this  view  of  the  fundamental  law,  I  have  re¬ 
appointed  for  this  Masonic  year,  the  Building  Committee 
of  the  New  Temple,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Building 
Fund.  The  Grand  Lodge  not  having  otherwise  ordered, 
it  is  my  belief,  the  brethren  that  compose  these  Committees 
are,  by  character  as  Masons,  and  fidelity  to  their  appoint¬ 
ments,  worthy  of  the  continued  and  abiding  confidence  of 
the  craft.  Peradventure,  which  God  forbid,  necessity  should 
exist  for  a  change  in  either,  or  any  Committee,  there  is  the 
power  to  make  it  promptly. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  are 
no  Lodges  now  under  suspension  for  non-payment  of  two 
years  dues,  or  for  want  of  proper  returns,  as  provided  by 
the  Ahiman  Bezon.  Last  year,  several  Lodges,  by  inadver¬ 
tence,  were  deprived  of  their  powers  under  their  charters 
for  this  cause.  The  Grand  Lodge,  at  my  suggestion,  en¬ 
abled  me  to  grant  a  remedy  on  their  complying  with  those 
requirements  of  the  constitution.  This  mode  of  relief  was 
most  beneficial.  The  effect  of  the  penalty  has  produced  the 
result  to  which  I  now  allude. 
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At  a  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held 
January  5,  1857,  it  was  directed  that  photograph  likenesses 
of  all  the  Past  Grand  Masters  he  taken,  that  were  obtain¬ 
able,  from  which  portraits  in  oil  were  to  he  made  by  an 
artist,  to  be  chosen  by  a  special  committee  then  appointed. 
Nothing  was  done  in  this  matter  until  1867,  when  some 
photographs  were  obtained.  It  was  quite  important  to  the 
completion  of  this  collection  of  photographs,  that  efforts 
should  he  made  to  secure  as  many  likenesses  as  possible, 
and  accordingly  steps  were  taken  for  this  purpose. 
Within  the  past  year,  after  persistent  effort,  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  the  photograph  portraits  of  thirty  Past 
Grand  Masters,  and  they  are  now  in  the  Hall.  There  are 
yet  six  remaining  to  complete  the  entire  number  of  Grand 
Masters  since  1779.  There  have  -been  thirty-six  Grand 
Masters  elected  from  1779  to  1867.  The  likenesses  of  those 
yet  wanting  to  make  a  complete  gallery  are 

William  Alcock,  second  Grand  Master. 

Israel  Israel,  fifth  Grand  Master. 

Bichard  Tybout,  seventh  Grand  Master. 

Samuel  F.  Bradford,  eighth  Grand  Master. 

W alter  Kerr,  ninth  Grand  Master. 

Bayse  Newcomb,  tenth  Grand  Master. 

If  it  he  possible  to  secure  likenesses  of  any  of  these  dis¬ 
tinguished  officers  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  information  to 
enable  it  to  be  accomplished,  will  he  gladly  received. 

The  Grand  Lodge  will  be  satisfied  with  this  imperfect 
execution  of  the  work  imposed  by  the  resolution  of  January, 
1857.  The  cost  of  these  portraits  in  oil,  may  well  he  post¬ 
poned  until  the  new  Temple  is  finished.  The  material  is 
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preserved  for  the  purpose  intended,  and  thus  the  means 
to  accomplish  it  are  secured,  when  it  may  he  found  necessary. 

Reverence  for  the  past  is  one  of  our  virtues  ;  for  the  past, 
when  it  was  the  then  present,  bestowed  upon  us  its  blessings. 
Then  the  oil  of  joy,  the  corn  of  nourishment,  and  the  wine 
of  refreshment  came  to  us  in  their  seasons.  Let  us,  my 
brethren,  he  glad  to  do  what  we  can,  and  to  do  it  well,  that 
the  appropriate  honors  in  fact  and  in  memory,  may  ever  he 
offered  to  the  good  and  wise,  excellent  and  distinguished 
brethren  who,  as  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Masters  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  held  the  highest  station  the  craft  round  the 
world  could  bestow. 

i 

The  day  succeeding  each  Quarterly  Grand  Communica¬ 
tion  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  Lodge  of  Instruction  is  held 
for  those  who  are  able  to  be  present.  From  the  interest 
manifested,  and  the  very  large  attendance  of  officers  and 
members  of  subordinate  Lodges,  I  have  been  fully  rewarded 
for  the  efforts  thus  made  to  establish  uniformity  in  the  work 
of  the  craft.  The  necessity  for  these  Lodges  of  Instruction 
was  manifest.  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  for  many 
years  past,  the  greatest  irregularities  have  crept  into  the 
proceedings  of  Lodges,  near,  as  well  as  remote  from,  this 
Masonic  Hall.  Without  uniformity  in  the  most  important 
points,  in  the  action  of  these  several  constituents  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  a  door  is  left  wide  open  for  dangers  to  enter 
unobserved.  This  must  be  promptly  prevented.  All  that 
could  be  done  to  this  end,  in  the  past  year,  has  been  done, 
and  the  responsibility  shall  not  rest  on  me,  if  whatever  is 
required  to  insure  a  more  thorough  knowledge,  not  only  on 
the  part  of  Deputy  District  Grand  Masters,  but  also  by  offi¬ 
cers  of  Lodges,  is  not  imparted. '  It  is  very  essential  that 
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the  Secretaries  should  be  fully  informed  of  all  that  relates 
to  legislation,  and  the  many  subjects  to  which  they  should 
give  study  and  application.  The  regulations  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  are  such,  that  superficial  knowledge  of  their  intent 
and  mode  of  procedure,  causes  inconvenience  and  delay. 
This  is  especially  so,  if  a  different  course  in  regard  thereto 
is  adopted  by  these  officers.  It  is  expressly  to  be  under¬ 
stood,  that  whatever  advice  or  information  Lodges  or  their 
members  desire,  as  to  the  work  or  jurisprudence,  must 
he  addressed  to  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master.  This 
rule  has  been  in  operation  for  the  past  year,  and  has  so  far 
been  of  decided  advantage.  That  it  should  become  general 
in  all  cases,  is  now  to  be  made  known.  The  reasons  have 
been  heretofore  given,  and  the  subject  is  again  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  craft,  in  order  that  this  may  be  accom¬ 
plished. 

I  would  most  fraternally  caution  all  Worshipful  Masters 
to  avoid  taking  the  views  or  opinions  from  unauthorized 
sources,  on  any  subject  which  relates  to  the  work  or  proceed¬ 
ings  of  their  Lodges.  However  good  the  motive  for  giving 
such  views  or  opinions,  the  ability  to  express  them  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  often  want¬ 
ing.  This  produces  confusion,  and  the  difficulties  thus  in¬ 
tended  to  be  removed  are  magnified,  and  rendered  worse 
than  before.  There  is  now  no  need  of  volunteer  teachers. 
The  Grand  Lodge  has  approved  of  the  means  adopted  for 
this  purpose  by  the  grand  officers,  and  on  them  the  duty 
and  responsibility  are  properly  placed.  With  twenty-seven 
District  Deputies,  it  is  no  longer  a  complaint  that  instruc¬ 
tion  cannot  be  authoritatively  received. 

It  is  worthy  of  consideration  by  those  directly  interested, 
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if  it  would  not  be  well  for  each  Lodge  to  fix  a  time  certain 
each  month  for  its  regular  stated  meeting,  and  to  rescind 
the  provisions  in  the  by-laws  which  sanction  two  stated 
meetings  in  the  month.  Special  meetings  could  then  be 
held  if  necessary.  This  would  make  a  rule  common  to  all 
Lodges,  to  hold  one  stated  meeting  in  each  month,  leaving 
it  optional  with  any  to  call  extra  meetings,  as  necessity 
might  require.  Two  stated  meetings  are  not  usually  de¬ 
manded  in  four  weeks,  and  the  mode  by  which  they  are 
designated  is  not  always  as  convenient  as  a  day  or  time 
absolutely  certain.  The  suggestion  is  made  only  to  call 
attention  to  the  subject,  leaving  it  of  course  to  the  decision 
of  the  Lodges,  whose  practical  experience  best  can  deter¬ 
mine  if  it  would  be  better  to  remain  as  at  present.  A  great 
advantage  certainly  would  be  gained,  if  each  Lodge  in  the 
jurisdiction  had  a  fixed  time,  each  month,  for  its  regular 
stated  meeting. 

At  the  Annual  Grand  Communication  held  on  the  2d  of 
this  month,  the  members  present  and  the  Lodges  by  their 
representatives,  were  pleased  again  to  elect  me  to  this 
Station,  the  duties  of  which  I  have  now  performed  for 
nearly  two  years.  This  length  of  service  was  occasioned 
by  the  sad  termination  of  the  illness  of  Light  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  Goddard. 

To  have  received  a  unanimous  vote  at  the  last  election 
would  have  caused  me  to  doubt  my  fitness  for  the  station. 
The  labor  and  the  responsibility  of  the  Oriental  chair,  if 
performed  with  a  single  eye  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
craft  in  the  whole  jurisdiction,  must  of  necessity  create 
some  dissatisfaction.  At  the  Annual  Communication  for 
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the  election  of  Grand  Master,  I  determined  to  give  every 
brother  an  opportunity  to  express  his  opinion  by  his  vote. 
The  result  satisfied  me,  that  the  administration  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  under  my  charge  was  neither  negative  in  its 
character,  nor  uncertain  in  its  aims.  "With  whatever  judg¬ 
ment,  other  than  belongs  exclusively  to  the  Masonic  heart 
and  mind,  that  may  have  found  its  record  in  that  ballot,  I 
have  nothing  to  do,  and  less  to  say.  The  continued  con¬ 
fidence  which  so  large  a  majority  of  the  brethren  therein 
expressed,  is  the  surest  and  highest  evidence,  that  in  this 
ancient,  honorable,  and  growing  fraternity,  he  who  faith¬ 
fully  performs  the  trust  committed  to  him,  need  have  no 
doubt  that  he  will  obtain  the  reward  of  a  good  conscience, 
and  receive  the  approbation  of  the  brethren.  The  one  I 
now  feel,  the  other  was  so  markedly  manifested,  as  to 
silence  the  inadequate  return  of  gratitude  which  I  fain, 
would  else  seek  now,  properly  to  express. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  we  have  finished  the  review  of 
the  past  year.  I  have  entire  confidence  you  will  approve 
both  the  spirit  and  the  manner  the  duties  of  this  Station 
have  been  performed.  This  report  has  been  made,  that 
you  may  the  better  understand  the  present  labors  of  the 
Oriental  chair.  The  obligations  resting  on  the  conscience, 
of  the  Grand  Master  to  maintain  the  landmarks,  usages, 
and  customs  of  the  Order,  to  support  the  constitution, 
rules  and  regulations,  and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  preserve  its  dignity  and  sovereignty,  are  unyielding. 
More  rigid  than  the  proclaimed  inflexibility  of  the  laws  of 
the  Medes  and  Persians,  these  obligations,  supreme  and 
paramount,  demand  unqualified  obedience.  This  duty  to 
obey,  permits  no  mental  reservation  to  lessen  or  weaken  it. 
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Onerous,  and  not  unfrequently  disagreeable  as  is  its  per¬ 
formance,  the  reward  of  approbation  and  support  which  the 
true  Mason  unhesitatingly  bestows,  not  only  makes  the 
labor  light,  but  the  burden  easy.  The  integrity  of  Free 
Masonry,  its  existence  and  its  perpetuity,  depend  on  the 
fidelity  of  all  to  these  foundation  stones  of  the  Order.  If 
one  be  loosened,  stability,  steadfastness  and  security  are 
thus,  and  thereby,  put  in  peril. 

My  brethren,  there  yet  remains  a  word  to  be  spoken, 
which  will  come  to  your  ears  in  the  soft  and  muffled 
cadences  of  Masonic  sorrow.  In  our  advancement  over 
the  road  which  begins  in  life  and  ends  in  death,  longer  or 
shorter  is  the  time  of  our  journey.  At  every  sunset  we 
pitch  our  moving  tents  a  day’s  march  nearer  to  this 
journey’s  end.  One  by  one,  our  brethren  leave  us,  and  lie 
down  to  rest.  Having  kept  the  faith  and  finished  their 
work,  the  God  of  the  whole  earth,  and  the  Heaven  of 
Heavens,  of  men  and  angels,  Jehovah,  the  Eternal  Father, 
calls  them  to  lodge  in  the  Temple  invisible,  everlasting. 
Amid  that  multitude  which  no  man  can  number,  where 
the  amethyst  and  sapphire,  the  topaz,  the  jasper,  and  the 
emerald  shine  with  a  lustre  brilliant  because  of  the  holy 
halo  which  surrounds  the  “  Great  white  Throne,”  the 
jewels  of  these  brethren  are  also  seen  in  that  greater  light, 
which  exhaustless  love,  Divine  charity,  and  unbounded  and 
enduring  mercy  eternally  emit.  For  those  of  the  craft  who* 
have  thus  departed  from  among  us  during  the  past  year, 
let  us  hope,  that  in  a  sublime  degree,  they  are  enjoying 
happiness  inexpressible. 


OKATION. 


History  points  to  tlie  year  A.  M.  2992,  more  than  ten 
centuries  before  the  Christian  era,  as  the  period  when  Solo¬ 
mon  began  to  build  a  Temple  to  be  dedicated  to  the  God  of 
Israel.  This  marvellous  work  was  the  creation  of  men, 
specially  instructed  and  skilled  in  wisdom,  science  and  arts, 
which,  to  all  others,  were  unknown.  Selected  from  tribes 
and  nations  after  they  had  acquired  this  esoteric  knowledge, 
these  men  of  Tyre,  Sidonia  and  neighboring  nationalities, 
undertook  the  work  which  Solomon  required  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  his  purpose.  The  site  chosen  was  “at  Jeru¬ 
salem  in  Mount  Moriah.” 

The  associations,  sacred  and  profane,  which  cluster  around 
that  hallowed  eminence,  are  but  the  outer  covering  of  facts, 
mysteries  and  events,  which  have  made  impressions  on  the 
human  mind,  and  produced  consequences  on  the  soul  of 
man,  lasting  through  time,  and  outreaching  into  eternity. 
Xo  where  in  Christendom  can  there  be  found  an  educated 
intellect,  which  has  not  been  wrought  up  to  its  highest 
capacities  by  the  record  of  the  mighty  works,  stupendous 
mysteries,  and  miraculous  events  which  consecrate  Jeru¬ 
salem.  The  descendants  of  the  chosen  people  who  saw 
Moses,  and  heard  the  law  and  the  prophets,  look  yet,  with 
faith,  to  the  time  when  the  holy  city  shall  be  the  resting- 
place  of  the  Ark  of  their  Covenant.  The  Christian  bows 
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his  head  in  devout  adoration  as  he  contemplates  the  memo¬ 
ries  of  Olivet.  Even  the  heathen  feel  an  inexpressible  awe 
at  the  recital  of  the  histories  of  the  Caesars  and  Centurions 
who  then  reigned  and  ruled  over  Palestine.  Philosophers 
and  scholars  have  exhausted  centuries  in  a  failure  to  ex¬ 
plain,  by  human  reason,  the  unfaithfulness  of  the  records 
and  revelations  which  give  sanction  and  sacredness  to  the 
scenes  of  Gethsemane  and  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 

Amid  this  throng  who  adore,  doubt,  hope,  reason  and 
wonder,  the  fraternity  of  Free  Masons  contemplates  Jeru¬ 
salem,  Mount  Moriah,  and  the  Temple  of  King  Solomon/ 
undisturbed  by  conflicting  opinions,  and  unassailed  by  per¬ 
plexing  misgivings.  We  read  the  record  with  abiding  con¬ 
fidence  in  its  verity.  Ho  one  stone  remains  upon  another 
of  the  Temple’s  porch  or  pinnacle,  yet  we  acknowledge  the 
testimony  they  delivered,  in  establishing  the  faith  we  hold, 
and  the  lessons  it  imparts.  The  pillars,  though  overthrown 
and  destroyed,  fail  not,  even  now,  to  impress  their  strength 
and  beauty  on  the  sincerity  of  our  conviction  and  the  stead¬ 
fastness  of  our  devotion.  We  hear  to-day  the  reverbera¬ 
tions  of  this  proclaimed  evidence,  as  they  come  down  to  us 
through  the  vaulted  gallery  of  ages.  Those  who  wrought 
the  stone  in  the  quarries,  and  made  the  forests  of  Lebanon 
resound  with  the  sounds  of  labor,  were  Craftsmen  of  our 
Order,  and  their  works  have  now  a  living  tongue  among 
us.  We  know  and  recognize  the  Master  “skilful  to  work 
in  gold,  and  silver,  and  brass,  and  iron,  and  stone,  and  tim¬ 
ber,”  and  “  to  grave  any  manner  of  graving and  we  also 
recognize  the  order  of  association,  which  gave  to  the 
labor  of  all  employed,  unity,  harmony,  and  success. 
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Discarding  all  individual  interpretations  of  the  lessons 
which  were  taught  in  the  seven  years  required  to  build  the 
Temple ;  resisting  all  innovations  on  the  system  which  the 
wise  men  who  designed  and  superintended  its  erection  had 
established ;  resting  in  an  abiding  confidence  that  Solomon, 
and  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  and  Hiram  of  Tyre,  had  immu¬ 
tably  impressed  on  the  Craft,  the  results  of  their  researches 
into  the  origin  of  the  fraternity,  constituting  it,  under  their 
government,  the  expression  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge 
of  the  earliest  of  civilizations,  the  Masonic  brotherhood  to¬ 
day,  in  all  nations,  is  steadfast,  immovable,  united,  and 
powerful  for  good. 

The  primal  cause  of  this  characteristic  of  our  Craft  is 
found  in  that  continuous  devotion  to  the  ancient  land¬ 
marks,  usages  and  customs,  which  has  ever  marked  its  his¬ 
tory.  In  no  spirit  of  vain-glory,  hut  with  a  strict  regard  to 
that  verity,  which  is  the  inner  life  of  history,  we  can  declare, 
that  the  perpetuity  of  Free  Masonry ;  its  steadfastness ;  its 
resistance  to  all  innovations ;  its  fidelity  to  its  original 
constitution,  have  been  established  by  the  commanding  co¬ 
operation  of  unity,  obedience,  and  reverence.  Amid  the 
convulsions  which  have  overturned  dynasties,  uprooted  sys¬ 
tems,  desolated  society,  and  destroyed  peoples,  convulsions 
caused  by  the  vigor  of  antagonisms,  which  social  organiza¬ 
tion  has  permitted  or  provoked,  our  Brotherhood,  pro¬ 
foundly  impressed  by  the  virtues,  teachings  and  principles 
by  which  it  originated,  has  stood  in  the  grandeur  of  its 
equanimity,  conscious  of  an  unshaken  adherence  to  these 
organic  laws. 

Peaceable  in  all  its  works ;  fearing  God ;  obeying  the 
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civil  magistrate,  Free  Masonry  obtrudes  neither  its  princi¬ 
ples  nor  its  practice  on  public  notice.  Retiring  from  the 
gaze  of  the  world,  seeking  nothing  from  its  favor,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  its  power  or  opinions,  Masonry  lives  by  a  law  unto 
itself,  which  for  nearly  three  thousand  years  has  preserved 
it  to  be  a  light  and  a  lesson  to  mankind.  Hoary  in  its 
antiquity,  it  receives  from  all  enlightened  and  thinking 
men  the  homage  which  cultivated  intelligence  ever  freely 
bestows  on  the  ancient  and  the  honorable.  In  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  its  duties,  or  in  the  exercise  of  its  rights  inherent  by 
length  of  possession,  inherent  by  immemorial  custom  and 
usage,  inherent  as  existing  prior  to  any  present  form  of 
human  government,  it  comes  before  the  world,  challenging 
a  respect  and  consideration,  which  not  even  an  untutored 
savage  would  deny. 

Thus,  at  this  time,  the  Masonic  fraternity  is  engaged  pub¬ 
licly  in  a  most  interesting  ceremony.  Here,  in  your  pres¬ 
ence,  my  Brethren,  we  have  laid  a  Corner-Stone  on  which 
to  build  a  Temple,  to  be  dedicated  to  its  mysteries.  Masonry 
has  mysteries  and  rites  which  are  secret  from  all  who  are 
not  qualified  to  comprehend  them.  These  it  has  preserved 
for  ages.  Is  it  forbidden  to  keep  in  silence  that  which  is 
only  to  be  made  manifest  in  the  all-knowing  Time?  To 
u  know  thyself”  has  been  a  study  of  the  human  mind  since 
man  was  made  in  the  image  of  his  Creator,  and  what  yet  is 
known  ?  The  soul,  its  nature,  essence  and  origin,  its  present 
and  its  future,  the  relations  it  holds  to  Will  and  Conscious¬ 
ness,  its  moral  attributes,  the  laws  which  it  obeys,  and 
its  energies  for  good  or  evil,  are  secrets  God  has  reserved, 
not  here  or  now  to  be  divulged.  Man  beholds  the  inscru¬ 
table,  yet  to  be  unsealed.  God  has  not  uttered  all  his 


knowledge,  nor  communicated  to  man  all  his  wisdom. 
Tlie  world  around  us  lias  its  mysteries.  From  the  highest 
order  of  cieated  things,  through  all  degrees  of  the  Divine 
workmanship,  the  unrevealed  is  found  under  the  seal  of 
Secrecy.  Behold  the  tiniest  wild-flower,  hiding  itself  among 
the  rocks  on  the  hill-side,  as  the  first  rays  of  sunlight  kiss 
its  dev  -wet  petals  and  display  its  blushing  beauties ;  are 
these  all  the  secrets  hidden  in  its  calyx  ?  It  will  emit  its 
perfume  as  incense,  wave  its  leaves  in  sign  of  worship,  how 
to  the  gentle  wind  in  token  of  obedience,  and  at  sunset, 
with  head  declining  as  if  in  the  posture  of  prayer  for  pro¬ 
tection,  will  trustingly  fold  itself  up  under  the  canopy  of 
the  sky,  and  beneath  the  watchful  stars,  to  await  in  faith 
the  coming  morrow;  but  it  has  not,  the  while,  revealed 
those  secrets  God  gave  it  to  keep ;  and  it  will  not ! 

Masonry  has  also  secrets  which  are  not  to  he  made  mani¬ 
fest  till  the  time  for  declaring  all  things.  For  whatever 
cause  attacked,  by  either  the  ignorant,  the  wicked,  the 
scoffer,  the  faithless,  or  the  false,  the  Brotherhood  is  pledged 
to  maintain  itself  now  and  hereafter,  as  aforetime.  We 
laugh  to  scorn  the  futile  efforts  of  men  either  ignorant 
or  mistaken,  u  deceitful  above  all  things  and  desperately 
wicked,  who  seek  notoriety  by  their  otherwise  resultless 
assaults  on  this  Fraternity;  Against  all  hostilities  it  is 
protected  by  a  security,  consecrated  by  the  centuries. 

M  e  have  laid  this  Corner-Stone.  Our  ceremonies  are  not 
novelties  to  dazzle  or  deceive.  They  are  intended  neither 
to  gratify  pride  nor  manifest  power.  We  have  not  the 
right  to  change  or  alter  them.  As  our  Order  originally 
received  them,  so  they  have  remained  unto  this  present, 
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and  so  tliey  must  go  forward  into  the  hereafter.  They  are 
the  expressions  of  meanings  and  characteristics  which  cus¬ 
tom,  older  than  our  language,  permits  us  thus  to  communi¬ 
cate.  The  Temple  we  propose  to  erect  is  to  he  devoted  to 
our  ceremonial  and  symbolic  rites  and  mysteries.  Guarded 
by  the  science  of  architecture,  the  wisdom  of  the  ages,  the 
virtue  of  purity  in  heart,  the  unselfishness  of  charity,  the 
obedience  of  faith,  the  silence  of  reverence,  the  strength  of 
unity,  and  the  unbroken  promises  of  God,  it  will  stand,  as 
a  refuge  and  a  fortress  of  the  Craft,  like  a  great  rock  in  a 
weary  land.  In  its  hallowed  enclosure  the  light  of  Masonry 
will  ever  illumine  those  who  seek  virtue  and  knowledge. 

The  profane,  the  schismatic,  and  the  agitator,  can  never 
defile  it,  for  to  them,  its  doors  are  barred  by  those  virtues, 
they  neither  appreciate  nor  comprehend.  Selfishness  is  so 
abashed  by  the  sublime  rebuke  of  an  unostentatious  benevo¬ 
lence,  that  it  fails  in  the  arrogance  which  else  would  nerve 
it,  to  seek  an  entrance  through  its  guarded  portals. 

Within  this  Temple  our  successors  will  assemble  to  work 
the  same  work  we  have  performed,  as  our  fathers  before  us 
have  done  in  their  day  and  generation.  When  this  Temple 
shall  have  been  finished,  those  who  gather  together  at  its 
dedication  will  oiler  up  to  God  the  same  prayer  King  Solo¬ 
mon  did  at  Jerusalem  when  he  completed  the  work  God 
first  promised  King  David  that  he  should  undertake,  but 
which  afterwards  lie  intrusted  to  King  Solomon.  On  that 
day,  the  Brotherhood  of  Free  Masons,  in  the  Temple  built 
on  this  Corner-Stone,  will,  with  one  accord,  say : 

“Oh  Lord  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God  like  Thee  in  the 
heavens  nor  in  the  earth. 


59 


“  Yet  have  Thou  respect  to  the  prayers  of  Thy  servant 
and.  to  his  supplication,  0  Lord  my  God,  to  hearken  unto 
the  cry  and  to  the  prayer  which  Thy  servant  prayeth 
before  Thee  to-day. 

66  That  Thine  eyes  may  be  oj)en  toward  this  house  day 
and  night,  even  toward  the  place  of  which  Thou  hast  said, 
]\fy  name  shall  be  there ;  that  Thou  mayest  hearken  unto 
the  prayer  which  Thy  servant  shall  make  toward  this  place. 

“When  the  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  is  no  rain,  be¬ 
cause  they  have  sinned  against  Thee;  if  they  pray  toward 
this  place,  and  confess  Thy  name,  and  turn  from  their  sin, 
when  Thou  afflictest  them : 

“  Then  hear  Thou  in  heaven,  and  forgive  the  sin  of  Thy 
servants,  and  of  Thy  people,  Israel,  that  Thou  teach  them 
the  good  way  wherein  they  should  walk ;  and  give  rain 
upon  Thy  land,  which  Thou  hast  given  to  Thy  people  for 
an  inheritance. 

“  If  there  he  in  the  land  famine,  if  there  be  pestilence, 
blasting,  mildew,  locusts,  or  if  there  be  caterpillar ;  if  their 
enemy  besiege  them  in  the  land  of  their  cities ;  whatsoever 
plague  or  whatsoever  sickness  there  be : 

4  Then  hear  Thou  in  heaven  Thy  dwelling-place,  and  for¬ 
give,  and  do  and  give  to  every  man  according  to  his  ways, 
whose  heart  Thou  knowest;  for  Thou,  even  Thou,  only 
knowest  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men.” 

Well  may  the  world  wonder ;  well  may  the  spirit  of  de- 
struction,  which  assails  the  holy,  the  ancient  and  the  estab¬ 
lished,  falter  and  grow  weary  ;  well  may  the  profane  mock, 
vdiile  this  great  Brotherhood,  defying  all  the  enemies  of 
human  institutions,  advances  with  Time,  leaving  its  frailties 
behind.  Since  Greece  wras  the  home  of  those  mysteries 
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which  have  made  Eleusis  immortal;  and  Jerusalem  the 
holy  repository  of  those  more  sublime,  supernatural,  divine 
and  eternal,  our  rites  and  ceremonies  have  made  indelible 
impressions  on  the  mind  of  mankind. 

Now,  in  our  age  of  unrest  and  dissension,  we  in  unity  and 
harmony,  begin  the  foundation  of  a  structure,  dedicated  to 
principles  of  amity,  and  faith,  everlasting  in  their  nature, 
and  in  their  origin  antedating  all  modern  institutions. 
Before  the  Pyramids  were  built ;  before  architecture  and 
sculpture  had  .crowned  with  their  trophies  the  Acropolis  of 
Athens ;  before  the  wolf-nursed  twins  had  marked  the 
earliest  limits  of  imperial  Pome ;  whilst  Druidical  rites 
were  celebrated  in  the  oaken  groves  of  Britain,  and  the 
primeval  inhabitants  roamed  over  this  undiscovered  West¬ 
ern  World,  Masonry  existed,  and  taught  its  perpetual 
lessons  of  virtue,  charity  and  fraternity. 

With  what  austere  assuredness  Free  Masons  contemplate 
their  history !  With  what  unfaltering  faith  they  foreknow 
their  future !  Science,  in  her  explorations  now,  at  Nineveh 
and  Jerusalem,  is  revealing  cumulative  testimony,  covered 
by  the  incrustations  of  ages,  in  corroboration  of  our  Masonic 
teachings.  Science  is  thus  giving  to  Masonic  Truth  a  resur 
rection.  The  stone  which  Time  rolled  over  her  sepulchre, 
to  seal  it,  has  crumbled  into  dust,  and  she  reclaims  her  im¬ 
mortality. 

Thus,  Brethren,  we  close  the  labors  of  to-day.  Let  the 
ceremonies  we  have  performed  serve  to  revive  in  us  that 
faith,  which  our  Order  professes.  Let  us  renew  here,  at  the 
foundation  of  our  Temple,  our  devotion  to  the  principles 
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which  bind  the  Brotherhood  together.  May  our  children’s 
childien,  in  the  generations  to  come,  as  our  fathers  did  in 
the  genei  ations  that  have  passed,  proclaim,  with  triumphant 
praise,  “  In  strength  we  establish  our  house !”  Let  us  learn 
Masonic  wisdom  from  the  ages.  Voiceful  it  calls  from  off 
the  mountains,  rising  rugged  and  hoary  out  of  the  deepen¬ 
ing  daikness  of  the  Past,  till  its  echoes  resound  from  the 
impenetrable  vastness  of  the  Future.  Let  us  listen,  that  we 
may  understand  what  is  comprehensible  in  the  Present.  It 
is  thus  God  uttereth  speech,  and  showeth  knowledge. 


CEREMONIES 


ON 

LAYING  THE  CORNER-STONE 

FOIl  THE 

NEW  MASONIC  TEMPLE. 

ST.  JOHN'S  DAY,  JUNE  24th,  586  8. 


I.  The  Procession  will  be  formed  on  Broad  Street,  south 
of  Chestnut  Street,  under  printed  orders  from  the  Grand 
Marshal. 

II.  The  Procession  will  halt  when  the  left  arrives  at  Arch 
and  Broad  Streets,  moving  South.  The  Grand  Lodge  and 
Grand  Officers  will  then  pass  through,  the  line  being  in 
open  order,  and  the  Brethren,  by  the  regulation,  uncovered. 

III.  The  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Officers  take  the 

positions  assigned  them,  the  Grand  Officers  at  their  Stations 

and  Places. 

(62) 
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IV.  When  order  is  obtained — 

1.  The  R.  W.  Grand  Chaplain  makes  the 
OPEETN'G  PRAYER. 

W e  come  before  Thee,  Thou  Great  and  Eternal  God  and 
Father,  maker  of  worlds  and  ruler  of  men,  to  offer  to  Thee 
our  adoration  and  praise,  our  prayers  and  thanksgiving. 
W e  pray  Thee  to  bless  the  work  now  begun,  with  the  corn 
of  strength,  the  wine  of  refreshment,  and  the  oil  of  joy.  We 
implore  Thee  to  bless  the  great  Brotherhood  of  Free  Masonry 
here,  and  everywhere,  and  give  to  it,  unity,  harmony,  and 
prosperity.  We  ask  Thee  of  Thy  great  mercy  to  preserve 
and  protect  us,  and  have  compassion  for  those  who  suffer, 
and  he  the  God  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  of  our 
Brethren.  Be  pleased  to  teach  us  our  work,  that  we  may 
ever  revere  Thy  holy  name,  and  obey  Thy  divine  laws,  so 
that  in  all  our  labors  we  may  have  respect  to  those  in  au¬ 
thority  over  us,  as  they  and  we,  are  accountable  to  Thee, 
the  only  wise  God,  blessed  forever.  Look  down  from 
heaven,  Thy  dwelling-place,  0  Thou  who  created  the  earth 
and  the  sea,  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  and  pour  out  upon 
this  fraternity  of  men  like  blessings  which  aforetime  Thou 
didst  upon  our  fathers.  0  Thou  omniscient,  omnipotent 
and  omnipresent  God,  hear  us,  he  with  us,  and  grant  us  Thy 
salvation.  And  when  we  shall  have  ended  our  labors  on 
earth,  may  Thou,  0  Father  of  light  and  love,  who  art  plen¬ 
teous  in  mercy,  guide  us  up  to  Thy  throne,  that  we  may, 
with  those,  who  in  white  raiment  and  crowns  of  glory,  with 
harps  in  their  hands,  sing  the  songs  of  joy  and  deliverance 
and  redemption,  throughout  the  endless  ages  of  eternity. 
Amen. 
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2.  MASONIC  ANTHEM. 


Written  for  the  occasion. 

Music  composed  and  arranged  by  Brother  W.  P.  Cunnington. 

In  every  clime,  from  age  to  age, 

Masons  performed  tlieir  mystic  rite, 

Craftsmen,  scholar,  poet,  sage, 

Met,  and  beheld  Masonic  light. 

In  every  clime,  in  every  nation, 

Masons  their  Temple  built  in  peace, 

From  corner-stone  to  dedication, 

No  discord  caused  their  work  to  cease. 

Apprentice,  Craft,  and  Master  Mason, 

Each  his  allotted  task  performed, 

And  in  whatever  place  or  station, 

Devoted  faith  his  work  adorned. 

Strong  in  this  faith,  in  bonds  united, 

Which  hostile  men  essay  to  sever, 

Our  solemn  vows  to  each  are  plighted, 

To  be  a  Brotherhood  forever. 

Masons  here  lay  a  sure  foundation, 

Amid  their  prayers  and  joyous  lays, 

On  which  to  build  a  habitation, 

Now,  as  it  was  in  ancient  days. 


Then  ask  of  God  his  choicest  blessing, 
That  Masons’  work  may  perfect  be. 
And  Masonry,  each  heart  possessing, 
The  Craft  may  dwell  in  unity. 


9 
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The  Grand  Marshal  then  proclaims — 

Silence — Silence-— Silence  ! 


r 
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Y.  The  E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  addresses  the 
Grand  Master. 

Eight  Worshipful  Sir: 

“  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  most  ancient  and  honorable 
fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging,”  haying 
unanimously  resolved,  at  Grand  Quarterly  Communica¬ 
tions,  held  December  18th,  A.  L.  5865,  December  17th, 
A.  L.  5866,  and  June  5th,  A.  L.  5867,  to  build  on  this  site 
a  new  Masonic  Temple,  the  members  and  brethren  are 
now  here  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the 
impressive  ceremony  of  laying  the  Corner-Stone  of  the 
Edifice.  The  Grand  Lodge,  at  a  Grand  Quarterly  Com¬ 
munication,  held  December  27th,  A.  L.  5867,  requested 
you,  Worshipful  Sir,  to  perform  this  work.  The  necessary 
arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  intrusted  with  their  preparation,  and  I  have 
now  the  pleasure  to  present  to  you  the  Chairman  of  that 
Committee. 

1.  Address  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee, 
to  the  E.  W.  Grand  Master  : 

Eight  Worshipful  Sir: 

The  Committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing 

# 

the  Corner-Stone,  and  making  the  arrangements 
for  its  being  laid,  have  completed  their  labors.  It 
is  now  ready,  Eight  Worshipful  Sir,  to  be  made 
the  Foundation  Stone  of  this  new  Temple. 
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VI.  INVOCATION 

By  the  R.  W.  Grand  Chaplain. 

Supreme  Architect  of  heaven  and  earth,  we  render  Thee 
our  thanksgiving  and  praise  for  the  Masonic  Order,  its 
establishment  and  its  prosperity,  and  as  members  of  which 
we  are  now  assembled  to  praise  Thee  and  magnify  Thy 
holy  name.  Teach  us,  we  pray  Thee,  to  feel  and  know  our 
dependence  on  Thee  always,  that  by  all  our  works,  begun, 
continued,  and  ended  in  Thee,  we  may  give  Thee  glory,  for 
Thou  art  Jehovah,  our  Father  and  our  God.  And  0,  as 
Thou  didst  aforetime  appear  unto  Thy  servant  Moses  in  a 
flame  of  fire,  out  of  the  midst  of  a  hush,  enkindle  we  beseech 
Thee  in  our  hearts  a  flame  of  true  devotion  and  reverence 
for  Thee,  brotherly  kindness  to  each  other,  and  of  charity 
to  all  mankind.  And  now  to  Thee,  King  Eternal,  the  only 
wise  God,  be  both  honor  and  glory  from  everlasting  to  ever¬ 
lasting.  Amen. 

Response  by  the  Brethren.  Amen,  so  mote  it  he,  Amen. 

VII.  The  R.  W  Grand  Master  directs  the  R.  W.  Grand 
Treasurer  to  place  the  articles,  coins,  and  other  valuable 
gifts  in  the  Corner-Stone. 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Master  then  directs  the. 

R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  to  read  a  list  of  the  articles  so 
deposited,  the  Resolutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  relation 
to  the  new  Temple,  the  list  of  the  Building  Committee,  and 
the  list  of  Lodges  and  Grand  Officers. 
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IX.  MASONIC  ANTHEM. 

Written  for  the  occasion. 

Music  composed  and  arranged  by  Brother  W.  P.  Cunnington. 

Sons  of  the  Mystic  tie, 

Brothers  in  Free  Masonry, 

Your  voices  raise, 

In  joyous  anthem  of  triumphant  praise, 

To  the  Great  Architect  of  all : 

On  Him  we  call, 

For  He,  ’tis  He  alone, 

Who  in  our  hearts  is  the  foundation  stone. 

While  here  to-day 
A  corner-stone  we  lay 

Our  Temple’s  symbolry 
Of  God  and  Virtue,  Science,  Masonry, 

Faith,  Hope  and  Charity, 

Lights  in  our  Fraternity 

Beam  as  the  light  above. 

Then  may  Jehovah,  Father,  God,  his  love, 

Send  to  us  a  dove, 

To  bless  us  all, 

To  bless  us  all, 

Great  Architect !  on  Thee,  on  Thee  we  call. 

Sons  of  the  Mystic  tie, 

Brothers  in  Free  Masonry, 

Your  voices  raise, 

In  this  your  anthem  of  triumphant  praise. 

X.  The  R.  AT.  Grand  AIaster  then  addresses  the  R.  AT. 
Deputy  Grand  Master— 

R.  AT.  Deputy  Grand  AIaster  : 

It  is  my  will  and  pleasure,  that  the  Corner-Stone  of  the 
Xew  Masonic  Temple  he  now  laid.  You  will  announce  the 
same  to  the  R.  AT  Senior  Grand  AAr arden,  that  he  may 


<18 

announce  it  to  the  It.  W.  Junior  (Iran d  Warden,  with 
directions  then  to  proclaim  the  same  to  the  Brethren,  that 
all  present  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

1.  The  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  then  addresses 

the  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  W arden  : 

It  is  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master’s  will  and 
pleasure,  that  the  Corner-Stone  of  the  Yew 
Masonic  Temple  be  now  laid.  You  will  an¬ 
nounce  the  same  to  the  R.  W.  Junior  Grand 
W arden,  with  directions  then  to  proclaim 
the  same  to  the  Brethren,  that  all  present 
may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

2.  The  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden  then  addresses 

the  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden  : 

It  is  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master’s  will  and 
pleasure,  that  the  Corner-Stone  of  the  Yew 
Masonic  Temple  he  now  laid.  You  will 
proclaim  the  same  to  the  Brethren,  that  all 
present  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

3.  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden: 

Brethren,  take  notice,  it  is  the  R.  W.  Grand 
Master’s  will  and  pleasure,  that  the  Corner- 
Stone  of  the  Yew  Masonic  Temple  be  now 
laid  on  this  site.  Brethren,  you  will  there¬ 
fore  govern  yourselves  accordingly. 

4.  The  R.  W.  Grand  Master  then  addresses  the  R. 

W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  : 

Right  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brother,  you  will 
see  that  the  Craftsmen  have  well  and  truly 
prepared  the  Corner-Stone  to  be  laid  by  me. 
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5.  The  E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  then  addresses 

the  E.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden: 

Brother  E.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden,  you 
will  now  see  that  the  Craftsmen  have  pre¬ 
pared  the  Stone,  and  that  it  is  True  and 
Trusty.  Test  it  with  the  Plumb,  and  report 
to  me  if  you  are  satisfied  with  the  work  of 
the  Craftsmen. 

6.  The  E.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden  then  leaves  his 

Station  with  the  Plumb,  and  proceeds  to  the 

Stone,  tests  it,  and  says : 

E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  I  find  the  Stone 
plumb,  and  the  Craftsmen  have  prepared  the 
Corner-Stone,  True  and  Trusty. 

7.  The  E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  then  addresses 

the  E.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden: 

Brother  E.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden,  you 
will  now  examine  and  satisfy  yourself  if  the 
Craftsmen  have  worked  well.  Try  the 
Stone  with  the  Level,  and  report  to  me  the 
result  of  your  examination. 

8.  The  E.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden  then  leaves  his  . 

Station  with  the  Level,  and  proceeds  to  the 

Stone,  tries  it,  and  says : 

E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  I  find  this 
Corner-Stone  level,  and  that  the  Crafts¬ 
men  have  worked  well. 
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9.  The  E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  then  proceeds 
to  the  Stone  with  the  Square,  tests  and  tries 
it,  then  returns  to  his  Station  and  says : 

E.  W.  Grand  Master,  I  find  the  Corner- 
Stone  of  this  Masonic  Temple,  Tried,  True, 
Trusty,  Plumb,  Level,  and  Square,  and 
that  the  Grand  Oeeicers  have  approved  the 
work,  and  have  found  it  well  and  duly 
prepared,  and  that  the  Craftsmen  have 
worked  well. 

10.  The  E.  W.  Grand  Master  then  addresses  the 

E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  E.  W.  Senior 
Grand  Warden,  and  E.  W.  Junior  Grand 
Warden. 

Eight  Worshipful  Brothers,  you  will  proceed 
•to  the  Stone,  while  the  laborers  and  hearers 
are  laying  it  in  its  proper  position,  at  the 
northeast  angle  of  the  foundation,  you  will 
try  it  with  the  Plumb,  Level,  and  Square, 
and  report  to  us  if  it  is  well  and  duly 
prepared. 

11.  The  Stone  is  then  lowered  to  its  bed,  tried  by 

the  Grand  Officers,  who  return  to  their 
Stations,  and  the  E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master 
says: 

E.  W.  Grand  Master,*  the  Corner-Stone  is 
placed  due  East  and  West,  and  is  now 
ready  to  be  laid. 
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MUSIC. 

.Gbaxd  Hallelujah  Chorus. 

Written,  and  music  arranged  by  Brother  W.  P.  Cunnington. 

Hallelujah !  Hallelujah ! 

For  the  Lord.  God  omnipotent  reigneth, 

The  kingdom  of  this  world  is  become 
The  kingdom  of  our  Lord. 

And  He  shall,  reign  forever  and  ever, 

King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords. 

Hallelujah !  Hallelujah ! 

12.  The  Senior  and  Junior  Grand  Deacons  then 
go  to  the  Stone  with 

THE  TROWEL  AXD  THE  GAVEL. 

XI.  The  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  preceded  by  the  Grand 
Marshal  and  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  then  proceeds  to  the 
Stone,  takes  the  Trowel  from  the  Junior  Grand  Deacon, 
puts  cement,  then  takes  the  Gavel  from  the  Senior  Grand 
Deacon,  strikes  the  Corner-Stone  three  times  with  the 
Gavel,  returns  to  his  Station,  and  says: 

1.  WE,  RICHARD  VAUX,  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Masonic 
Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging,  declare  this 
Corner-Stone  to  he  Plumb,  Level,  and  Square, 
and  so  duly  laid  according  to  the  Ancient 
Usages,  Customs,  and  Landmarks  of  Eree 
Masonry,  and  may  the  Great  Architect  of 
Heaven  and  Earth  bless  the  work  here  begun, 
and  make  it  memorable  to  the  latest  genera¬ 
tions. 
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2.  MUSIC. 

Composed  and  arranged  by  Brother  W.  P.  Cunnington. 

Now  the  corner-stone  is  firmly  laid, 

Here  shall  the  Temple  stand  : 

The  glory  of  our  noble  Craft, 

Let  God  be  praised  ; 

He  is  always  gracious 
To  His  servants. 

Exalt  and  glorify  Him  evermore  ; 

The  corner-stone  now  firmly  laid. 

Let  God  be  praised. 

Amen,  “so  mote  it  be.” 

3.  The  Grand  Stewards  then  proceed  to  the  Stone, 

with 


CORU,  WIRE,  OIL. 

4.  The  Grand  Officers  then  proceed  to  the  Stone, 

and  the  Steward,  presenting  to  the  R.  W. 
Deputy  Grand  Master  the  Cornucopia,  he 
drops  the  Corn  on  the  Stone,  and  says : 

May  plenty  he  showered  down  on  the  people 
of  this  ancient  Commonwealth,  and  may  the 
labors  of  the  Craft  be  refreshed  by  the 
Great  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect 
gift. 

5.  The  Steward  then  presents  the  Wine  to  the  R. 

W.  Senior  Grand  Warden,  who  pours  it  on 
the  Stone,  and  says : 

May  the  health  of  the  Craftsmen  employed  in 
erecting  this  Temple  be  preserved  to  them, 
and  may  the  Supreme  Architect  bless  and 
prosper  their  labors. 
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6.  The  Steward  then  presents  the  Oil  to  the  R.  W. 

Junior  Grand  “Warden,  who  drops  Oil  on  the 

Stone,  and  says: 

May  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  World  vouch¬ 
safe  unity,  peace,  and  prosperity,  to  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  nations 
of  the  earth ;  preserve  and  protect  the  Fra¬ 
ternity  of  Free  Masons;  make  the  virtues 
of  the  Craft  a  lesson  to  the  world,  and  the 
labors  of  the  Craftsmen  easy,  and  their 

burdens  light. 

* 

7.  The  officers  return  to  their  places. 

MUSIC. 

Music  arranged  by  Brother  W.  P.  Cunnington. 

Come,  Father  of  the  poor,  to  earth  ; 

Come  with  Thy  gifts  of  iirecious  worth  ; 

Come,  light  of  all  of  mortal  birth  ! 

What  e’er  without  Thy  aid  is  wrought, 

Or  temple  proud,  or  wisest  thought, 

Is  vain  without  Thy  blessing  sought. 

O  grant  us,  Lord,  who  trust  in  Thee, 

And  hold  the  faith  in  unity, 

Thy  precious  gift  of  charity. 

XII.  The  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  then 
presents  the  Architect  to  the  Grand  Mast  saying: 

Right  Worshipful  Sir: 

Let  me  present  to  you,  Brother  Windrim,  chosen  to 
be  the  Architect  of  the  Xew  Temple.  He  has  his  Crafts¬ 
men  ready  for  the  work,  and  desires  you  to  give  him  the 
designs  frorfi  the  trestle-hoard,  and  the  tools  of  the  workmen. 

1.  The  R.  W.  Grand  Master  then  hands  him  plans 

and  tools,  and  intrusts  him  with  the  work. 

6 
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XIII.  MUSIC. 

Music  arranged  by  Brother  W.  P.  Cunnington. 

Jerusalem  the  golden, 

With  milk  and  honey  blest, 

Beneath  thy  contemplation 

Sink  heart  and  voice  oppressed, 

I  know  not,  O  I  know  not, 

What  social  joys  are  there  ! 

What  radiancy  of  glory, 

What  light  beyond  compare. 

They  stand,  those  halls  of  Zion, 

.  Conjubilant  with  song, 

And  bright  with  many  an  angel, 

And  all  the  martyr  throng ; 

The  Prince  is  ever  in  them, 

The  daylight  is  serene  : 

The  partners  of  the  blessed 
Are  decked  in  glorious  sheen. 

There  is  the  throne  of  David, 

And  there  from  care  released, 

The  shout  of  them  that  triumph, 

The  song  of  them  that  feast ; 

And  they  who  with  their  Leader, 

Have  conquered  in  the  fight, 

For  ever  and  for  ever 

Are  clad  in  robes  of  white. 

XIY.  The  Grand  Marshal  then  proclaims — 
Silence — Silence — Silence  I 


Brethren: 

Take  notice,  that  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brothei 
Richard  Vaux,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  be¬ 
longing,  has  this  day,  at  this  place,  laid  the  Corner-Stone 
of  the  new  Masonic  Temple — 


WISDOM !  STRENGTH ! !  FRATERNITY  1 !  1 
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XV.  The  R.  W.  Grand  Master  then  delivers  the 

O  RATION. 

m 

XVI.  ANTHEM.  , 

With  one  consent  let  all  the  earth 
To  God  their  cheerful  voices  raise  ; 

Glad  homage  pay  with  awful  mirth, 

And  sing  before  Him  songs  of  praise. 

Convinced  that  He  is  God  alone, 

From  whom  both  we  and  all  proceed  ; 

We  whom  He  chooses  for  His  own, 

The  flock  that  He  vouchsafes  to  feed. 

/ 

O  enter  then  His  temple  gate, 

Thence  to  His  courts  devoutly  press  ; 

And  still  your  grateful  hymns  repeat, 

And  still  His  name  with  praises  bless. 

For  He’s  the  Lord,  supremely  good, 

His  mercy  is  for  ever  sure  ; 

His  truth,  which  always  firmly  stood, 

To  endless  ages  shall  endure. 


XVXI.  Benediction  by  R.  W.  Grand  Chaplain. 

May  the  blessings  of  God  Almighty,  who  made  the 
heaven  and  the  earth,  and  all  worlds,  and  they  who  dwell 
therein,  be  with  us  all,  and  remain  with  us,  now  and  for 
ever.  Amen. 

XVIII.  The  bands  will  then  play  the  Grand  March, 
written  by  Brother  Ritter  expressly  for  this  occasion. 
After  which,  the  Grand  Officers,  with  their  guests,  will, 
with  the  Masonic  Music,  return  to  the  Hall.  The  Marshals 
of  Lodges  will  collect  their  members  and  return  to  their 
place  of  Meeting. 


( 


DECISION 

OP  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  LANDMARKS. 


We  agree  tLat  the  following  is  the  just  interpretation  of 
the  Ahiman  Rezon: 

A  petition  cannot  he  withdrawn  from  any  Committee  of 
a  Lodge  appointed  to  investigate  and  report.  It  cannot  he 
withdrawn  either  before  report  made,  or  after  report  made, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Lodge. 

WILLIAM  BARGER, 

PETER  WILLIAMSON, 

L.  H.  SCOTT, 

RICHARD  VAUX, 

R.  H.  LAMBERTON, 

« 

Committee  on  Landmarks. 


December  18,  A.  L.  5868. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 


The  Committee  os  Correspondence  of  tlie  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennsylvania,  viz.:  Brothers  J.  R.  Fisher,  G.  F.  Mason, 
John  U.  Giller,  R.  Biddle  Roberts,  II.  F.  Beardsley,  begs 
leave  to  make  the  following  report  by  its  Chairman : 

Soon  after  the  appointment  of  the  Committee,  and  before 
he  had  received  any  communications  from  any  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  other  jurisdictions,  the  Chairman  was  taken  sick, 
and  for  many  weeks  was  unable  to  attend  to  business. 
Afterwards  he  was  absent  from  the  State  for  more  than  a 
month,  and  since  his  return  has  been  almost  continually 
employed  in  his  official  duties,  greatly  accumulated  in 
consequence  of  his  former  sickness.  He  has,  however,  stolen 
from  the  hours  usually  devoted  to  exercise  and  repose,  suffi¬ 
cient  time  to  enable  him  to  peruse  the  reports  transmitted 
to  him,  and  now  lays  before  you  the  report  of  his  labors. 
Although  many  of  the  details  given  may  not  be  interesting, 
he  hopes  that  he  has  culled  many  gems  of  eloquence  and 
dowers  of  rhetoric  that  will  brighten  somewhat  the  pages 
of  this  report  and  add  to  their  interest,  at  least  with  those 
who  love  to  look  upon  Masonry  as  a  wise  and  beautiful  crea¬ 
tion,  and  a  theme  worthy  the  eloquence  of  the  orator  and 
the  song  of  the  bard. 

The  Committee,  on  account  of  the  residence  of  its  members 
in  different  and  widely  separated  parts  of  the  State,  have 
not  been  called  together  to  deliberate  upon  a  report,  and 
that  submitted  is  the  production  of  the  Chairman  alone ; 
who  is  solely  responsible  for  the  many  errors  and  imperfec¬ 
tions  it  may  contain. 

In  referring  to  “  the  Ahiman  Rezon,”  we  find  that  to  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  is  referred  all  communica¬ 
tions  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  from  other  Grand  Lodges, 
together  with  such  subjects  as  may  require  the  special  con¬ 
sideration  of  that  body,  or  which  they  may  think  proper  to 
submit  to  it :  to  examine  the  transactions  of  other  Grand 
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Lodges  ufor  the  preceding  year ,  and  select  therefrom  such 
matter  as  may  be  material  for  publication 

Taking  a  literal  view  of  their  duty,  the  Committee  have 
not  written  a  treatise  on  all  or  any  of  the  matters  which 
have  occupied  the  attention  of  other  grand  jurisdictions, 
but  have  made  copies,  extracts  from  addresses  and  other 
proceedings,  when  ^hey  appeared  to  he  of  general  interest, 
and  have  treated  the  report  of  each  grand  organization 
separately.  We  have  done  this  because  we  believed  that 
method  would  give  the  fraternity  a  better  idea  of  the  trans¬ 
actions  of  the  Order  abroad  ;  and  disseminate  more  informa¬ 
tion  to  those  Lodges  which  are  located  outside  of  the  great 
and  beautiful  city  which  is  the  centre  of  Free  Masonry  in 
Pennsylvania ;  and  because  out  of  that  locality  the  large 
mass  of  our  brethren  have  no  opportunity  of  informing 
themselves  of  the  transactions  of  the  craft  beyond  our  own 
borders.  If  we  have  innovated  upon  the  course  pursued  by 
our  predecessors,  we  believe  the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  Grand 
Officers  will  view  the  proceeding  with  that  charity  “  which 
is  not  easily  provoked/7  and  which  “  thinketh  no  evil.77 

In  making  our  extracts  from  the  reports  received,  we 
have  in  hut  a  few  instances  given  the  action  of  Grand 
Lodges  upon  questions  of  jurisprudence ;  the  construction 
given  by  them  to  their  several  constitutions  and  by-laws,  or 
to  the  several  acts  of  misconduct  in  brethren  which  call  for 
discipline,  or  the  manner  of  enforcing  it.  All  these  things 
belong  exclusively  to  the  several  Grand  Lodges  within  their 
respective  limits.  We  in  Pennsylvania  have  taken  the 
position  that  each  Grand  Lodge  is  absolutely  supreme 
within  its  jurisdiction,  and  will  submit  to  no  interference 
with  our  affairs  by  any  other  Grand  Lodge.  We  therefore 
consider  it  our  duty  to  avoid  all  cause  of  offence  to  other 
jurisdictions,  by  abstaining  from  a  criticism  of  their  actions, 
unless  they  transcend  the  well  known  and  undisputed  land¬ 
marks  of  the  Order.  Most  of  the  questions  which  we 
observe  have  been  decided  during  the  past  year  on  these 
subjects  by  other  Grand  Lodges,  have  been  determined  by 
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our  own  tribunals,  and  we  look  to  them  and  them  alone  for 
our  guidance.  By  pursuing  this  course  without  deviation, 
we  prevent  ourselves  from  being  involved  in  any  of  those 
acrimonious  discussions  in  which  we  are  sorry  some  other 
Committees  of  Correspondence  have  been  engaged. 

"We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  proceedings  from  the 
following  Grand  Lodges,  to  wit : 


1.  MAINE. 

2.  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

3.  MASSACHUSETTS. 

4.  CONNECTICUT. 

5.  RHODE  ISLAND. 

6.  NEW  JERSEY. 

7.  DELAWARE. 

8.  MARYLAND. 

9.  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

10.  VIRGINIA. 

11.  TENNESSEE. 

12.  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

13.  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

14.  GEORGIA. 

15.  ALABAMA. 

16.  MISSISSIPPI. 

17.  LOUISIANA. 


18.  ARKANSAS. 

19.  TEXAS. 

20.  OHIO. 

21.  MICHIGAN. 

22.  MISSOURI. 

23.  IOWA. 

24.  WISCONSIN. 

25.  ILLINOIS. 

26.  MINNESOTA. 

27.  KANSAS. 

28.  NEBRASKA. 

29.  CALIFORNIA. 

30.  OREGON. 

31.  NEVADA. 

32.  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

33.  IDAHO  TERRITORY. 

34.  COLORADO  TERRITORY. 


We  have  received  reports  from  none  of  the  following 
Masonic  Jurisdictions : 

VERMONT.  NEW  YORK. 

KENTUCKY.  INDIANA. 

W e  have  also  received  reports  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Canada,  England,  and  the  Grand  Orient  of  France. 

W e  have  also  received  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  what 
purports  to  be  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Vova  Scotia  and  West 
Virginia.  Since  the  last  report  by  the  B.  W.  Grand 
Master,  acting  as  Chairman  ex  officio  of  this  Committee,  we 
have  not  received  any  information  which  changes  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  this  Grand  Lodge  with  the  so-called  Grand  Lodges 
of  either  Vova  Scotia  or  West  Virginia.  The  rule  adopted 
with  such  general  approval  of  its  Masonic  justice,  and  indeed 
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as  Masonic  law  in  regard  to  tlie  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada, 
must  govern  in  both  these  cases.  That  rule  strictly  stated 
is  this :  A  Grand  Lodge  to  he  so  considered,  must  he  the 
only  supreme,  sovereign  Masonic  authority  within  its 
boundaries.  In  both  Hova  Scotia  and  West  Virginia,  there 
is  a  conflict  of  Masonic  authority  as  to  this  very  question. 
Having  before  us  the  experience  of  the  difficulties  in  Hew 
York,  when  ill-judged  and  untimely  interference  by  other 
Grand  Lodges  intensified  the  trouble  and  delayed  its  adjust¬ 
ment,  we  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  per¬ 
mitting  that  question  of  jurisdiction  to  be  settled  by  those 
directly  concerned,  yielding  recognition  when  the  principle 
we  have  affirmed  be  established  as  paramount  in  Masonic 
jurisprudence. 

MAIHE. 

On  the  fifth  of  May,  A.  L.  5868,  the  Annual  Communi¬ 
cation  met  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  Portland.  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Timothy  J.  Murray  delivered  his  annual  address. 
In  it  he  states,  “  that  much  attention  is  being  paid  to  the 
study  of  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,” 
*  *  that  during  the  year,  new  Masonic  Halls  were  dedi¬ 
cated  at  Eastport,  East  Dixmont,  Portland,  Buxtons,  South 
Berwick,  Horth  Anson,  Solon,  Bredton,  Houlton,  and 
at  Ellsworth. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  was  invited  to  visit  St.  John’s, 
Hew  Brunswick,  for  the  purpose  of  consecrating  the  new 
Grand  Lodge  of  that  province  and  installing  the  Grand 
Master  elect ;  he  was  prevented  from  attending ;  but  expresses 
the  hope  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  will  at  once  extend 
a  cordial  greeting  to  our  young  and  most  worthy  sister.  In 
his  address  he  considers  the  question:  “Is  it  Masonic  to 
make  nominations  of  the  officers  to  be  voted  for  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  a  Lodge  ?  ”  This  question  is  answered 
in  the  negative. 

On  the  subject  of  rejected  candidates  coming  from  other 
States,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is  of  opinion  “  that  they 
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cannot  be  legally  made  Masons,  without  the  consent  of  the 
proper  authority  in  the  jurisdiction  where  rejected.  Ho 
Lodge  can  interfere  with  the  business  of  another  Lodge,57 
and  this  he  deems  “  a  rule  of  universal  application,  without 
regard  to  particular  jurisdictional  lines.55  As  regards  to 
lion-affiliated  Masons,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  recom¬ 
mends  that  all  “who  are  enjoying  all  the  privileges  of  the 
institution,  and  contribute  nothing  to  its  welfare,  should 
have  a  tax  placed  upon  them.55 

He  also  remarks  “that  in  the  West  a  portentous  cloud 
appears  to  be  gathering,  destined  in  the  hopes  of  our 
enemies  to  overwhelm  the  institution  and  sweep  the  last 
vestige  of  Masonry  from  our  land.  This  condition  of 
affairs  places  upon  us  a  responsibility,55  he  remarks,  “and 
the  proper  manner  in  which  to  meet  this  is  of  much  im¬ 
portance.55 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  it  appears  that 
the  amount  of  the  charity  fund  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
invested  is  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Returns  it  appears 
that  the  whole  number  of  working  Lodges  in  the  state  of 
Maine  are  one  hundred  and  forty-seven ;  number  of  mem¬ 
bers,  thirteen  thousand  and  one ;  number  of  initiations  for 
the  year,  sixteen  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

HEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hew  Hampshire, 
at  a  semi-annual  Communication  held  at  Manchester,  on 
the  27th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1866,  A.  L.  5866,  was 
only  transmitted  to  us  from  that  State  during  the  present 
year.  At  that  Communication  the  principal  business  trans¬ 
acted  was  a  vote  of  censure  upon  Brothers  Julius  Gootman, 
George  W .  Lord,  and  J ohn  X.  Boynton,  for  preparing  and 
publishing  a  book  purporting  to  contain  the  work  and  lec¬ 
tures  approved  by  that  Grand  Lodge.  We  think  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  unusually  mild.  Expulsion  from 
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the  Order  ought  to  have  been  the  highest  punishment,  and 
the  contempt  of  every  Mason  ought  to  follow  the  offenders 
to  their  graves.  Their  sin  was  the  unpardonable  sin  against 
Masonry.  The  proceedings  of  a  Communication  held  June 
12,  1867,  was  also  received.  The  address  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  John  JI.  Rowell  is  an  able  paper,  but  as  it 
refers  to  matters  of  interest  only  to  that  locality,  we  will 
not  further  refer  to  it. 

A  report  was  made  by  a  Committee  to  consider  the  stand¬ 
ing  and  condition  of  Masons  initiated  by  “  Army  Lodges.” 
The  report,  which  was  adopted,  considers  them  Masons,  and 
no  Masonic  power  can  in  their  opinion  fix  any  other  status 
upon  them,  except  as  a  punishment  for  some  Masonic  crime 
of  which  they  have  been  duly  convicted.  They  consider  the 
granting  of  dispensations  for  these  Lodges  of  doubtful 
expediency. 

The  number  of  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  is  sixty ; 
the  number  of  members,  five  thousand  and  five. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

/ 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  held  their  Annual 
■Communication  for  the  year  ending  27th  of  December,  1867, 
on  that  day,  at  the  Hew  Masonic  Temple,  Boston,  M.  W. 
Charles  C.  Dome,  Grand  Master. 

The  case  of  Brother  Dean,  ML  M.  of  Berkshire  Lodge, 
who  was  suspended  from  his  office  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter,  is  one  of  great  interest.  So  much  so,  that  we  have  given 
the  report  of  R.  W.  Brother  William  S.  Gardiner  on  the 
subject,  accompanied  by  a  statement  of  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  on  his  report. 

“By  the  Constitution,  as  well  as  by  the  ancient  regulations 
of  Masonry,  the  M.  W.  Master  of  a  Lodge  cannot  be  dealt 
with  by  his  Lodge,  hut  must  he  tried  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
Section  2  of  Article  IY,  Part  III,  of  our  Constitution,  con¬ 
tains  all  there  is  to  govern  us  in  the  investigation,  and  is  in 
the  following  language : 
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“  It  shall  not  be  competent  for  a  Lodge  to  try  its  Master. 
Any  five  members  of  the  Lodge,  or  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  may,  however,  impeach  him  before  the  Grand 
Master,  who  shall  order  an  investigation  of  the  charges,  and 
if  in  his  opinion  they  are  well  founded,  and  of  a  character 
to  justify  the  proceedings,  he  may  suspend  the  delinquent, 
and  summon  him  to  appear  at  the  ensuing  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  he  dealt 
according  to  the  regulations  and  usages  in  such  cases 
established. 

“  It  is  certainly  worthy  of  mention,  that  this  is  the  first 
case  ever  brought  before  the  Grand  Lodge  so  far  as  your 
Committee  have  been  able  to  discover.  iSTo  precedent  can 
therefore  he  found  in  our  history  for  such  a  trial.  The 
constitutions  themselves  are  extremely  brief  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject/  From,  the  documents  presented  to  your  Committee,  it 
appears  that  in  May  last  the  W orshipful  Master  of  Berkshire 
Lodge  was  regularly  impeached  before  the  Grand  Master,  by 
five  members  of  his  Lodge,  and  that  on  the  twenty-second 
of  that  month  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  suspended  him  from 
his  office,  and  placed  the  Senior  Warden  in  his  chair. 

“  It  also  appears  that  at  the  last  Quarterly  Communication 
this  suspension  was,  by  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  continued 
in  force  until  this  meeting.  The  Master  was  not  summoned 
to  appear  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  J une  last,  but 
your  Committee  sitting  in  vacation,  made  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  that  he  summon  him  to 
appear  at  this  Communication.  Your  Committee  believed 
that  in  referring  this  subject  to  them,  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Grand.  Lodge  that  the  Committee  should  point  out  the 
course  to  be  pursued  in  a  case  of  so  much  importance  and 
novelty,  and  that  it  was  not  intended  that  they  should  go 
further.  The  reasons  for  this  conclusion  will  appear  from 
the  following  recommendation : 

u  I.  The  first  step  to  be  taken  is  the  impeachment  of  the 
Master.  This  is  to  be  done  by  five  members  of  his  Lodge, 
or  by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  District  in 
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which  the  Lodge  is  located.  This  impeachment  corresponds 
to  the  accusations  or  charges  mentioned  elsewhere  in  the 
Article  above  referred  to,  and  consist  of  the  particular 
charges  reduced  to  writing  and  properly  signed,  upon  which 
the  Master  is  finally  to  he  tried.  He  is  to  be  impeached 
before  the  Grand  Master,  i.  e .,  the  charges  are  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  him. 

u  II.  The  Grand  Master  is  to  order  an  investigation  of  the 
charges  preferred,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if,  in  his 
opinion,  they  are  well  founded  and  of  a  character  to  justify 
further  action ;  because  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  should  not 
be  suspended  upon  frivolous  charges,  nor  upon  serious 
charges,  if  there  be  not  good  reason  to  suppose  they  are  well 
founded.  The  Grand  Master  is  to  satisfy  himself  either  by 
personal  investigation,  or  by  ordering  it  to  be  made  by  dis¬ 
interested  and  discreet  brethren ;  having  satisfied  himself 
that  the  charges  are  well  founded  and  of  a  character  to 
justify  the  proceedings. 

“  III.  He  may  suspend  the  delinquent,  and  summon  him  to 
appear  at  the  ensuing  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Sus¬ 
pension  may  follow  after  an  investigation  by  the  Grand 
Master,  or  by  his  order.  In  the  present  case  the  Master  was 
suspended,  and  therefore  the  investigation  required  must 
have  taken  place.  The  investigation  spoken  of  in  the  order 
of  reference  to  your  Committee,  could  not  have  contemplated 
the  investigation  preliminary  to  suspension,  so  that  they 
have  not  considered  it  to  be  a  part  of  their  duty  to  investi¬ 
gate  matters  which  the  Grand  Master  had  already  done. 
It  is  not  absolutely  required  that  the  Grand  Master  should 
suspend  the  Master ;  but  if  he  does,  he  must  summon  him  to 
appear  before  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  is  the  only  way  in 
which  jurisdiction  can  be  obtained  over  the  Master.  In  de¬ 
fault  of  the  summons,  not  another  further  step  can  be  taken. 
He  should  have  every  opportunity  given  him  to  appear  and 
show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  dealt  with ;  to  object  to 
the  charges ;  if  he  sees  fit  to  request  delays,  and  interpose 
such  other  objections  as  he  may  deem  necessary  ;  in  other 
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words,  no  action  can  be  taken  adverse  to  the  accused  until 
he  has  been  summoned  to  appear.  This  summons  should  be 
issued  in  compliance  with  the  provision  of  the  first  clause  of 
the  first  section  of  Article  IY,  giving  the  Master  the  consti¬ 
tutional  time  of  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  should  also  be  served,  by  order  of 
the  Grand  Master,  with  a  copy  of  the  charges.  The  fact 
that  the  Master  has  not  been  summoned,  is  sufficient  reason 
why  your  Committee  have  not  taken  any  step  in  the  matter 
of  investigation. 

u  I  v  .  At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  before  which  the 
Master  is  summoned,  he  should,  be  solemnly  called,  and  if  not 
present,  the  Grand  Lodge  will  take  such  action  upon  his  de¬ 
fault  as  it  may  deem  proper.  If  present,  the  charges  should 
be  read  to  him,  and,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  he 
should  be  called  upon  ‘to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be 
dealt  with  according  to  the  regulations  and  usages  in  such 
cases  established that  is,  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not 
be  tried  according  to  the  regulations  and  usages  in  the  Arti¬ 
cle  IY,  referred  to  above.  If  he  is  unable  to  show  such 
cause  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand 
Master  should  then  call  upon  him  to  plead  to  the  charges. 
He  may  plead  specially  or  generally;  i.  <?.,  he  may  plead 
specially  that  he  has  not  been  regularly  summoned,  that  a 
copy  of  the  charges  had  not  been  served  upon  him,  or  that 
the  charges  are  insufficient  or  informal ;  or  he  may  plead 
generally,  that  he  is  not  guilty.  If  he  pleads  specially,  the 
Grand  Lodge  must  determine  upon  the  sufficiency  of  his 
answer.  If  he  pleads  that  he  is  not  guilty,  then  he  is  to  be 
tried  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  Article  IY,  above  referred 
to,  directs  minutely  the  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  trial  of  an 
accused  Brother.  The  trial  of  a  Master  is  only  the  change 
of  the  forum.  So  far  as  possible,  every  step  should  be  fol¬ 
lowed  in  the  trial  according  to  the  constitutional  require¬ 
ments  in  the  case  of  a  Brother  accused  before  his  Lodge. 
The  trial  of  a  Master  before  the  Grand  Lodge  should  not  be 
less  formal  than  that  of  a  Brother  by  the  Craft.  There  are, 


86 


however,  some  of  these  steps  which  cannot  he  taken  by  rea¬ 
son  of  its  peculiar  membership.  There  are  many  grave 
reasons  why  it  should  not  sit  day  after  day,  for  the  purpose 
of  hearing  testimony.  It  would  he  impossible  to  keep  the 
Brothers  together,  coming  as  they  do  from  distant  parts  of 
the  State,  and  prepared  to  leave  their  homes  for  a  short  time 
only.  Your  Committee  therefore  believe  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  would  he  empowered  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  take 
the  testimony  on  one  side,  and  the  other  of  such  witnesses 
as  the  Grand  Master  by  his  written  order  should  direct,  and 
that  the  accused  should  have  ample  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  when  and  where  the  evidence  should  he  given.  We 
can  force  obedience  to  the  process  of  the  Grand  Lodge  only 
upon  those  who  are  of  the  household  of  the  faithful,  and  if 
it  should  he  required  to  take  the  evidence  of  persons  not 
Masons  residing  at  a  distance,  there  would  he  no  way  of 
obtaining  it,  unless  by  going  where  the  witnesses  reside.  In 
this  particular  case  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  take 
some  such  means  to  obtain  the  evidence,  as  most,  if  not  all 
the  witnesses  on  both  sides,  reside  more  than  one  hundred 
miles  from  the  Grand  East,  so  that  if  the  rule  was  enforced, 
that  the  witnesses  must  be  produced  before  the  Grand  Lodge, 
no  trial  could  be  had.  But  your  Committee  believe  that 
this  Committee  appointed  to  take  testimony  should  have  no 
discretionary  powers,  except  to  exclude  hearsay  evidence ; 
that  they  should  take  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  subject  to 
such  objections  as  either  party  may  see  lit ;  to  make  and  re¬ 
port  it  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  without  any  opinion,  comment, 
or  recommendation ;  and  upon  this  evidence,  the  accused 
should  be  tried,  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  accordance  with 
the  Constitution.  The  Master  cannot  be  tried  by  his  Lodge, 
and  it  would  seem  as  if  he  should  not  be  tried  by  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  They  should  not  only  not  affect 
the  judgment  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  any 
opinion  of  their  own,  but  they  should  reserve  their  own 
judgment  until  the  accused  had  been  heard,  and  the  evidence 
discussed,  and  the  complainants  had  also  had  opportunity  to 
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present  tlieir  views.  The  impropriety  therefore  of  the 
Committee  making  any  recommendation  to  the  prejudice  of 
either  party  becomes  apparent.  It  would  he  unjust  to  them¬ 
selves,  and  prejudicial  to  a  fair  investigation  of  the  charges. 
With  this  view,  your  Committee  have  considered  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  did  not  intend  that  they  should  report  such 
recommendations,  as  in  their  judgment  may  he  proper  for 
the  final  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  concerning  the  accusa¬ 
tions,  or  the  evidence  either  for  or  against  them,  which 
would  bias  the  fair  judgment  of  the  High  Tribunal  before 
which  the  W orshipful  Master  is  to  he  tried. 

“  Hr.  Albert  G.  Mackay ,  in  his  4  Principles  of  Masonic  Law,’ 
p.  825,  remarks:  ‘In  trials  conducted  by  Grand  Lodges, 
it  is  usual  to  take  the  preliminary  testimony  in  a  committee, 
but  the  final  decision  must  always  he  made  in  the  Grand 
Lodge.’ 

“  W  After  the  evidence  has  been  submitted  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  carefully  read,  the  accused  has  the  privilege  of 
addressing  the  Grand  Lodge  by  counsel,  (being  of  the  craft.) 
The  accusers  should  also  have  the  same  right. 

“  The  question,  ‘  Is  the  accused  guilty  or  not  guilty  ?’  should 
he  distinctly  put  to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
accordance  with  the  Constitution.  If  the  accused  should 
he  found  guilty,  the  punishment  for  the  offence  can  then  he 
determined  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

“  In  the  conduct  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Master  of  a 
Lodge,  by  the  course  recommended,  the  right  of  the  accused 
would  he  preserved,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
would  he  preserved  in  an  affair  of  such  great  importance. 

“It  will  he  observed  that  the  constitutions  use  the  word 
4  impeachment  ’  in  this  connection,  and  that  it  is  not  elsewdiere 
made  use  of  in  connection  with  any  other  officer  or  member 
oi  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  term  was  undoubtedly  taken 
from  the  English  practice  of  impeachment  before  the  Lords 
by  the  Commons  of  r Great  Britain,  ‘  which  was  a  present¬ 
ment  to  the  Most  High  and  Supreme  Court  of  Criminal 
Jurisdiction  by  the  House  of  Commons.’  The  Worshipful 
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Master  is  thus  impeached  by  a  certain  Member  of  bis  Lodge, 
and  tried  by  bis  peers  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  is  onr 
4  most  high  and  supreme  Masonic  Court.’  The  act  itself  is 
a  solemn  one,  when  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from 
all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  assemble  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  a  brother,  who  has  been  selected  to  preside  over  bis 
brethren,  and  who,  because  be  has  been  thus  selected  and 
installed  into  bis  official  position,  is  a  peer  in  Masonry,  and 
made  eligible  to  the  highest  position  of  confidence  which  the 
whole  craft  can  bestow.” 

44  Respectfully  submitted, 

44  William  S.  Gardiner, 

44  William  D.  Coolidge, 

44  H.  Chickering.” 

This  report  was  subsequently  taken  up  and  considered, 
the  party  complained  of  having  bad  notice  to  appear  and 
answer  to  the  charges,  and  upon  being  called  and  not  answer¬ 
ing,  the  matter  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  with 
instructions  to  take  testimony,  &c. 

In  Pennsylvania  it  has  been  held  that  a  Lodge  cannot  rep¬ 
rimand  its  Worshipful  Master  for  bis  actions  as  Worshipful 
Master ;  and  Brother  Barger,  in  bis  report  made  last  year  in 
the  case  of  the  appeal  of  Brother  Martin  from  the  action  of 
Lewistown  Lodge,  No.  203,  said  :  44  The  history  of  the  craft 
does  not  furnish  a  due  and  lawful  precedent  for  such  pro¬ 
ceedings  by  a  subordinate  Lodge.” 

In  North  Carolina  the  Grand  Lodge  decided  that  no  sub¬ 
ordinate  Lodge  can  try  its  Master  on  any  charge  brought 
against  him  during  bis  continuance  in  office,  be  being  amen¬ 
able  only  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State ;  but  in  case  of 
gross  misconduct,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  may  suspend 
him  until  the  next  Annual  Communication,  when  the  case 
will  be  tried. 

In  Texas  the  trial  of  a  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Lodge  is 
provided  for  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
the  manner  is  specially  detailed  in  which  the  Grand  Lodge 
is  to  proceed. 
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A  new  Masonic  Temple,  erected  in  Boston,  was  dedicated 

June  24,  A.  L.  5867.  The  ceremonies  were  grand  and  im¬ 
posing. 

Massachusetts  is  divided  into  sixteen  Masonic  Districts. 
"Whole  number  of  Masons  in  all  the  districts,  seventeen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-six ;  number  installed  dur- 
ing  the  year  is  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-five ; 
whole  number  of  Lodges,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  was  held  at  Masonic  Hall,  in 
the  city  of  Hartford,  on  the  18th  of  May,  A.  L.  5868.  M. 
W.  William  Shober,  Grand  Master.  In  his  able  address 
we  find  the  following  beautiful  tribute  to  our  Order :  “  Free 
Masonry  is  something  more  than  a  mere  system  of  forms 
and  ceremonies— it  is  a  living  reality,  a  tangible  good ;  and 
while  it  does  not  claim  to  be  religion  or  even  a  substitute  for 
religion,  it  has  nevertheless  a  direct  tendency  to  make  all 
men  better  who  will  practise  its  teachings.  It  inculcates 
every  virtue,  and  discountenances  every  form  of  vice.  It 
teaches  its  votaries  to  he  temperate  in  all  things;  to  be 
fearless,  though  not  reckless  in  maintaining  the  right ;  to 
he  cautious  and  prudent  in  the  indulgence  of  thought,  word, 
and  action;  to  practise  the  strictest  and  most  inflexible 
integrity  in  all  its  dealings/5 

_  ^rom  the  report  of  the  several  Lodges,  which  number 
eighty-seven,  it  appears  that  they  are  composed  of  eleven 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  members,  and  that 
the  initiations  during  the  year  were  one  thousand. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

% 

M.  W.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Grand  Master.  We  have  the 
proceedings  of  several  meetings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodo-e 
for  the  year,  A.  L.  5867.  The  proceedings  are  altogether 


90 


of  local  interest.  We  will  refer  to  a  single  one  of  them. 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge  was  incorporated  by  the  legislature 
of  that  State.  A  number  of  members  were  suspended  and 
others  expelled.  They  presented  a  petition  for  restoration 
on  the  ground  that,  at  the  time  of  such  suspension  and  ex¬ 
pulsion,  they  were  members  of  the  corporation,  and  claimed 
that,  notwithstanding  the  act  of  suspension  and  expulsion, 
they  were  entitled  to  all  their  rights  in  the  property  of  the 
corporation  and,  per  consequence,  of  the  Lodge.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  reported  in  favor  of  their  restoration,  believing  that 
there  has  been  sufficient  discipline  administered  to  them, 
but  also  as  a  wholesome  example  to  others,  and  recom¬ 
mended  their  restoration  ;  but  the  question  as  regards  their 
right  to  restoration  as  corporators  was  not  decided.  A 
proper  view  of  this  subject  is  taken,  by  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Coates,  of  Maryland,  in  his  address  to  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  that  State,  on  the  11th  of  May  last,  and 
which  we  insert  in  our  review  of  the  Masonic  report  of 

that  State,  and  notice  with  commendation. 

/ 

NEW  JERSEY. 

We  have  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  this  State  at  the  Eighty-first  Grand  Annual  Communica¬ 
tion,  at  the  city  of  Trenton,  on  the  21st  and  23d  days  of 
January,  5868.  M.  W.  William  Silas  Whitehead,  Grand 
Master.  His  address,  which  is  very  able,  is  confined  almost 
entirely  to  matters  of  a  local  character.  He  himself  com¬ 
plains  “  that  very  little  of  interest  has  transpired  during 
the  Masonic  year,  beyond  the  usual  routine  of  my  office.” 
He  mentions  the  demise  of  William  Kerwood,  Past  Senior 
Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey,  who  died 
on  the  22d  of  January,  1867,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  and  of 
John  R.  Crockett,  also  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden,  who 
died  on  the  7th  of  July,  1867,  aged  sixty-five  years,  and 
he  recommends  that  suitable  action  be  taken  in  memory  of 
the  brethren.  There  is  one  passage  in  the  address  of  the 
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W orshipful  Master,  so  true  and  so  beautiful  that  we  cannot 
resist  here  inserting  it. 

“  The  Mason  who  subordinates  the  Church  to  the  Lod^e 

© 

errs,  and  errs  grievously.  Each  has  its  proper  mission  and 
its  appropriate  sphere.  But  the  mission  of  the  Church  is 
higher  and  more  sacred  than  that  of  the  Fraternity.  Masonry 
is  of  human  origin  ;  it  claims  no  Divine  commission.  It  does 
not  profess  to  be  able  to  reconcile  God  and  man;  it  is 
powerless  to  change  the  human  heart.  These  are  the  pre¬ 
rogatives  of  Omnipotence.*  *  *  The  mission  of  Masonry 
is  rather  with  the  present  than  with  the  hereafter,  rather 
with  things  temporal  than  with  things  eternal.  Its  labors 
and  influence  are  directed  to  ameliorate  the  conditions  of 
human  life.  *  *  *  It  concedes  to  the  Church  the  more 
honored,  influential  and  sacred  positions ;  but  strives  in  its 
own  peculiar  way,  and  by  its  own  peculiar  influence,  as  a 
handmaid  of  the  Church,  to  assist  her  in  every  good  and 
perfect  work.” 

Xurnber  of  Lodges,  ninety-one ;  number  of  members,  six 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

DELAWARE. 

The  Sixty-second  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  was  held  at  the  Free 
Masons'  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  on  the  27th  day  of 

June,  A.  L.  5868.  M.  W.  Daniel  McClintock,  Grand 
Master. 

The  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and -the  address  of 
the  Grand  Master,  relate  only  to  matters  of  interest  to  the 
members  within  his  own  jurisdiction.  He,  however,  thus 
refers  to  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  “  of  our  new  Masonic 
Temple  ”  at  Philadelphia. 

“It  was  my  pleasure,  in  company  with  Brother  John  P. 
Allmond,  Grand  Secretary,  and  Brother  R.  W.  Birnie, 
Grand  Junior  Warden,  to  be  able  to  accept  the  kind  invi¬ 
tation  of  M.  W.  Richard  Yaux,  Grand  Master  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  extended  to  all  tlie  elective  Grand  Officers  of  this 
jurisdiction,  to  participate  in  the  ceremony  of  laying  the 
corner-stone  of  the  new  Masonic  Temple  in  Philadelphia,  on 
St.  John’s  day,  June  24th,  A.  L.  5868.  Every  courtesy  was 
extended  to  us,  as  was  to  all  the  guests,  prominent  positions 
being  assigned  us  and  complimentary  cards  to  the  banquet. 
The  procession  was  the  largest  of  the  kind  ever  in  the 
country.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  assisted  by  his  Grand  Officers.  The  arrange¬ 
ments  were  complete,  and  those  who  were  fortunate  enough 
to  he  present  can  but  regard  it  as  one  of  the  happiest 
Masonic  events  in  their  lives.  The  Gavel  used  on  this 
occasion  was  the  one  used  by  Washington  in  laying  the 
corner-stone  of  the  Capitol.  The  oration,  which  was  elo¬ 
quent  and  appropriate,  was  delivered  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Number  of  Lodges  twenty-three;  number  of  initiations 
during  the  Masonic  year,  ninety-two;  whole  number  of 
Master  Masons,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

MARYLAND. 

We  have  received  the  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  of  November  18th,  19th, 
and  20th,  A.  L.  5867 ;  and  of  July  5th,  August  14th,  Sep¬ 
tember  19th  and  28th  of  the  Grand  Stewards  Lodge ;  and 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  May  11th  and  12th,  A.  L.  5868  ;  and 
of  the  Grand  Stewards  Lodge  of  December  7th  and  26th, 
A.  L.  5867;  and  of  the  2d  and  10th  of  January,  10th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  and  3d*  of  April,  A.  L.  5868.  Most  Worshipful  John 
Coates,  Grand  Master.  These  proceedings  partake  almost 
altogether  of  a  local  character. 

In  his  annual  address  the  Grand  Master  congratulates  the 
Order  “  that  the  new  temple,  to  the  completion  of  which 
every  true  Masonic  heart  looks  with  deep  and  abiding  in¬ 
terest,  is  progressing  with  a  rapidity  unparalleled  in  the 
histor}^  of  similar  edifices  within  our  city,  (Baltimore ;)  and 
when  the  Top  Stone  is  carried  up,  I  trust  it  will  long  remain 
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as  a  monument  to  the  liberal  and  refined  taste  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Maryland.” 

He  also  mentions  with  pleasure  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maryland,  with  about  two  hundred  brethren,  together  with 
the  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  present  at  the  laying  of  the  foundation  stone  of  the 
Antietam  National  Monument. 

At  the  Semi-annual  Communication  of  the  11th  of  May, 
A.  L.  5868,  he  calls  their  attention  to  the  fact, 

“  That  notwithstanding  a  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
passed  in  May,  1867,  positively  forbidding  it,  some  of  the 
Lodges  again  applied  for  Incorporation  Acts  from  the  last 
Legislature.  It  is  a  grave  matter  of  concern  to  fraternity, 
and  should  receive  the  attention  its  serious  gravity  demands. 

“  When  a  Lodge  is  incorporated  by  an  Act  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture,  it  becomes  a  subject  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  just  as 
an  individual  citizen,  with  certain  exceptions.  It  not  only 
acquires  the  right  to  hold  and  convey  real  estate,  and  invest 
personal  property  in  the  name  of  the  old  Lodge,  but  it  also 
renders  itself  liable  to  he  sued  in  its  corporate  capacity  ,  and 
submits  itself  and  its  concerns  to  the  control  of  the  courts 
of  law.  By  the  rules  of  government  of  our  Institution,  a 
brother  who  feels  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  his  Lodge  has 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  If,  however,  he 
should  be  fractious,  and  indisposed  to  submit  himself  to  the 
adjudication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  has  the  power,  if  the 
Lodge  be  incorporated,  to  appeal  directly  to  a  judicial  tribu¬ 
nal  ;  and  if  he  has  been  expelled  by  his  Lodge  for  a  Masonic 
oflence  justifying  such  punishment,  courts  of  law  have  the 
power  to  restore  the  offending  brother  into  complete  and 
full  membership  in  the  Lodge  from  which  he  has  been  ex¬ 
pelled.” 

W e  think  the  resolution  referred  to  is  worthy  of  adoption 
by  every  Grand  Lodge ;  and  we  note  the  remarks  of  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  as  worthy  of  special  commendation. 
Had  it  been  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ehode  Island, 
the  difficulty  to  which  we  referred  in  the  notice  of  the  pro- 
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eeedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  would  not 
have  occurred.  We  have  several  times  heard  the  subject 
of  the  incorporation  of  subordinate  Lodges  spoken  of  with 
approbation  by  Pennsylvania  Masons.  Its  adoption,  in  our 
opinion,  would  be  pregnant  with  incalculable  evil. 

Humber  of  Lodges,  sixty-one  ;  number  of  Master  Masons, 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-four. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

An  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  held  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
commencing  on  the  5th  of  November,  5867. 

The  affairs  of  this  jurisdiction  appear  to  be  in  a  flourish¬ 
ing  condition.  At  the  close  of  the  Masonic  year  it  consisted 
of  sixteen  subordinate  Lodges  and  two  thousand  and  four¬ 
teen  members.  It  holds  communication  with  foreign  Lodges, 
and  its  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Italian  Masonry,  and  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Peru,  is  quite  extensive,  and  although  we  cannot  present  any 
of  it  to  our  readers  in  this  report  on  account  of  its  length, 
we  recommend  it  as  worthy  of  perusal.  It  plainly  shows 
that  the  bond  of  Masonic  Brotherhood  is  confined  to  no 
clime  or  country,  but  is  as  universal  as  the  genial  glow  of  a 
morning  sun. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1867,  M.  W.  Master  George  C. 
Whiting  ceased  from  his  earthly  labors,  and  was  succeeded 
by  W.  M.  R.  B.  Donaldson. 

The  late  Grand  Master  Whiting  occupied  the  honorable 
position  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  from  the  year  1857  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
held  in  his  lifetime  several  honorable  official  positions  under 
the  United  States  Government  at  Washington.  Past  Grand 
Master  B.  B.  French,  who  knew  him  intimately,  said,  in 
speaking  of  him,  “  His  great  and  noble  heart !  His  human 
bosom  was  not  large  enough  to  hold  it,  and  its  impulses 
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went  abroad  in  acts  of  kindness  and  generosity  that  led  all 
who  knew  him  to  exclaim,  ‘  Go  to  George  C.  Whiting,  and 
if  he  has  the  power  to  do  yon  a  kindness  you  may  be  sure 
he  will  do  it.’” 

Brother  Grand  Visitor  and  Lecturer  John  Lockie  having 
called  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  to 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  Lodges  in  that  jurisdiction  desired 
the  privilege  of  introducing  music  in  the  work  of  the  several 
degrees;  this  suggestion  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  most  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  immediately  carried  it 
into  effect. 

We  cannot  part  with  our  Brethren  of  the  District  with¬ 
out  giving  an  extract  from  their  proceedings  at  an  Annual 
Communication  held  on  the  5th  of  November,  1867: 

“Brother  Past  Grand  Master  B.  B.  French  presented  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  a  piece  of  the  sperm  candle  carried  by 
Past  Grand  Master  Alexander  McCormick,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  funeral  of  our  illustrious  Brother  General  George 
Washington,  accompanying  the  presentation  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  remarks:  On  Monday,  June  3,  1867,  Mrs.  McCormick, 
widow  of  William  J.  McCormick,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  to  me 
well  known,  and  who  was  formerly,  for  many  years,  Post¬ 
master  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
presented  to  me  the  accompanying  piece  of  a  candle,  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  it  was  borne  in  the  hand  of  Alexander  McCor¬ 
mick,  the  father  of  William,  in  the  Masonic  procession  at 
the  burial  of  General  Washington,  in  the  old  tomb  at  Mount 
Vernon,  on  Wednesday  the  18th  of  December,  1799,  and 
that  Brother  McCormick  always  said  that  he  entered  the 
tomb  with  Washington’s  remains,  holding  this  candle  in 
his  hand. 

“  On  one  end  of  the  fragment,  as  may  be  seen,  is  inscribed 
the  word  “Washington;”  on  the' other,  “Died  14th  Dec., 
1779;”  which  inscriptions,  Mrs.  McCormick  assured  me, 
were  made  by  the  hand  of  Brother  Alexander  McCormick. 

“  This  candle,  it  will  be  observed,  is  of  spermaceti.  The 
Masonic  history  of  the  preparations  made  by  Alexandria 
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Lodge,  Ho.  22,  to  attend  the  funeral,  informs  us  that  “  the 
Deacons  of  the  Lodge  were  directed  to  have  the  Orders 
cleaned  and  prepared,  and  to  furnish  spermaceti  candles  for 
them.” — Hayden's  Washington ,  page  198. 

“  When  presented  to  me,  this  candle  was  wrapped  in  the 
pieces  of  paper  which  now  surround  it,  one  of  which  is  a 
fragment  of  a  Baltimore  paper,  dated  January  31,  1820. 
Immediately  about  the  candle  were  fragments  of  very  thin 
paper,  written,  upon,  no  piece  of  which  was  over  an  inch 
square,  and  most  of  it  in  pieces  not  as  large  as  the  finger 
nail.  It  was  so  fragile  and  brittle  that  it  could  not  be 
handled  in  the  most  delicate  manner  without  its  falling  into 
still  more  minute  pieces. 

“  The  writing  was  undoubtedly  a  brief  account  of  the 
death  of  Washington  and  the  interment  of  his  remains, 
written  by  Brother  McCormick,  and  wrapped  around  the 
candle.  I  took  great  pains  to  decipher  all  that  remained 
of  the  writing,  much  the  largest  part  of  which  has  been 
lost. 

u  The  following  is  a  copy  of  every  word  and  letter  that 
remained : 

“  Ge - Wa -  Saturday,  being  Dec.  14,  1799.  —  th, 

he  was  interred  in - under  the - ,  a  Lodge - 

- ter  of  said  Lodge - ,  Lodge  Ho.  15 - Fed - 

to  him - ” 

“  It  may  be  presumed,  from  the  fragmentary  words  above, 
that  a  part  of  the  memorandum  was  somewhat  as  follows : 

“General  Washington  died  on  Saturday,  being  Dec.  14, 
1779.  On  the  18th  he  was  interred  in  the  tomb  at  Mount 
Vernon,  under  the  auspices  of  a  Lodge  from  Alexandria^ 
he  being  the  first  Master  of  said  Lodge.  Lodge  Ho.  15,  of 
the  Federal  City,  aided  in  doing  honor  to  him.” 

“  The  paper  crumpled  so  in  my  efforts  to  decipher  the 
writing  upon  it  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  pre¬ 
serve  it. 

“  This  piece  of  candle  has  been  carefully  preserved,  and  is, 
without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  exactly  what  it  purports 
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to  be.  Its  appearance,  the  inscriptions  upon  it,  the  paper 
which  surrounded  it,  the  asseveration  of  Mrs.  McCormick 
as  to  the  great  care  taken  of  it  by  the  Messrs.  McCormick, 
father  and  son,  all  go  to  prove  conclusively  that  it  is  what 
Brother  Alexander  McCormick  said  it  was — the  candle  he 
carried  in  his  hand  at  the  Masonic  funeral  of  our  Brother 
George  Washington. 

“Alexander  McCormick  was,  as  we  all  know,  the  Second 
Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  He  held  that  office  in 
1812  and  1818. 

“He  was  Master  of  Federal  Lodge,  (then)  Ho.  15,  when 
this  Grand  Lodge  was  formed. 

“  These  facts  add,  if  anything  can,  to  the  value  of  this 
relic,  which  I  regard  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  that 
this  Grand  body  can  possess. 

“  I  now  present  it  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  box  in  which  it  is  presented  was  made  by 
myself,  and  I  hope,  while  the  candle  is  preserved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  that  it  may  be  kept  in  this  box,  and  that  it 
may  be  regarded,  when  I  have  passed  away,  as  a  slight 
memorial  of  one  of  your  Past  Grand  Masters,  who  has 
always  endeavored  to  perform  faithfully  every  Masonic 
duty.” 

As  we  copy  this  we  cannot,  without  feelings  of  inexpres¬ 
sible  pain,  refer  to  the  occasion  on  which  this  fragment  of 
candle  was  lighted,  and  almost  think  we  see  its  fitful  glare 
cast  over  the  resting  place  of  the  honored  dead.  Then  his 
beloved  Virginia  was  the  pride  of  all  her  loving  sisters. 
How  she  is  an  outcast  amongst  them — the  light  of  her 
candle  is  also  extinguished,  and  rightfully  or  wrongfully 
(we  will  not  here  determine)  she  is  denied  the  privilege  of 
giving  her  voice  in  the  choice  of  one  to  occupy  the  place 
first  held  by  her  beloved  "Washington.  The  work  of 
Masonry  is  to  restore  peace  within  her  borders.  Will  not 
every  brother  henceforth  strive  to  bring  about  so  longed  for 
a  consummation?  Let  it  not  be  said  that  there  lingers 
about  the  mouldering  bones  of  Mount  Vernon  more  real 
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fraternal  feeling  than  dwells  in  the  Lodges  of  living  Free 
Masons. 

Number  of  Lodges,  sixteen;  number  of  Master  Masons, 
per  last  report,  two  thousand  and  fourteen  ;  number  entered, 
five  hundred  and  twenty-three ;  number  passed,  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-three ;  number  raised,  four  hundred  and 
sixty-four. 

VIRGINIA. 

A  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Virginia,  was  begun  and  held  in  the  city  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  on  the  9th  of  December,  A.  L.  5867.  M.  W.  Edward 
H.  Lane,  Grand  Master. 

Early  in  his  address  the  Grand  Master  takes  occasion  to 
refer  to  the  matter  of  most  intense  interest  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  “  Old  Virginia,”  namely,  the  New  Grand  Lodge  of 
West  Virginia.  The  Grand  Master  says:  “I  would  state 
that,  as  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge,  our  relations  with  all 
other  Grand  Lodges  are  of  the  most  friendly  character,  and 
the  best  of  fraternal  feeling  exists,  with,  perhaps,  one  excep¬ 
tion  ;  that  is,  the  Lodge  styled  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West 
Virginia ;  and  as  to  this  I  feel  assured,  from  the  action  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  at  our  last  Grand  Annual  Communica¬ 
tion,  and  the  advice  of  the  M.  W.  Brother  William  J.  Bates 
to  the  Lodges  located  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
State  now  called  West  Virginia,  that  this  difficulty  will 
soon  he  adjusted  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  result  in  our  recognizing  that  Grand  Lodge, 
thereby  restoring  fraternal  relations  between  the  two  Grand 
Bodies.” 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  says : 
“  The  consideration  which  induced  the  establishment  of 
their  Grand  Lodge,  were  such  as  would  readily  have  been 
appreciated  by  this  body,  if  they  had  been  made  known  to 
it,  with  any  assurance  that  the  brethren  of  West  Virginia 
desired  separation,  and  its  assent  asked  in  advance  of  the 
action  taken.  Virginia,  masonically,  and  if  it  were  proper 
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to  say  so  here,  politically,  never  desired  to  retain  her  juris¬ 
diction  over  a  reluctant  constituency.  Hers  has  always 
been  the  spirit  of  the  Ancient  Patriarch,  4  Let  there  be  no 
strife  between  me  and  thee,  and  between  my  herdsmen  and 
thy  herdsmen,  for  we  he  brethren.  Go  ye  to  the  West,  and 
we  will  go  to  the  East.”  Entertaining  these  feelings,  with 
wounded,  but  still  maternal  pride,  she  will  follow  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  West  Virginia  in  its  future  history,  ready  and 
willing,  whenever  occasion  may  present  itself,  to  manifest 
the  sincerity  of  her  interest  by  every  act  o£  courtesy  and 
affection.” 

The  special  Committee  on  this  subject  are  more  practical. 
The  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia  was 
on  condition  that  a  majority  of  the  thirty-three  Lodges  in 
West  Virginia  should  desire  to  separate,  and  return  their 
charters,  and  pay  off  their  dues  to  December,  1865  ;  and  the 
conditions  not  being  complied  with,  hut  on  the  contrary  a 
number  of  Lodges  having  expressed  a  purpose  to  remain 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  as 
long  as  they  could,  the  Committee  reported  this  resolution : 
44 Resolved ,  That  should  this  Grand  Lodge,  from  a  desire  to 
maintain  fraternal  relations  with  our  seceding  brethren  of 
West  Virginia,  hereafter  extend  Masonic  recognition  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  which  has  been  formed  in  that  State,  yet  this 
Grand  Lodge,  wrhile  it  would  not,  subsequent  to  such  recog¬ 
nition,  create  any  new  subordinate  Lodges  within  the  State 
of  West  Virginia,  would  also  not  undertake,  (without  the 
consent  of,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  Masonic  delinquency 
on  the  part  of  such  subordinate  Lodges  within  the  State  of 
West  Virginia,  chartered  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  now 
working  under  such  charters,  as  wish  to  remain  under  its 
jurisdiction,)  to  revoke  any  charters,  or  in  any  manner  dis¬ 
solve  the  connection  of  such  subordinate  Lodges  with  this 
Grand  Lodge,  as  it  knows  of  no  Masonic  law  or  usage  which 
would  justify  such  a  procedure.” 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  refers  to  a  matter  of 
Masonic  importance.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  in 
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1865,  reported:  “It  is  contrary  to  Masonic  law  and  usage 
to  confer  the  degrees  upon  persons  so  maimed  that  they 
cannot  conform  to  the  ritual,  and  are  incapable  of  pursuing 
their  worldly  avocations,  if  they  should  he  necessitated  so 
to  do.  And  where  doubt  exists  upon  these  points,  applica¬ 
tion  should  he  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Master, 
stating  fully  the  character  of  the  disability,  and  in  a  proper 
case  a  dispensation  should  he  granted  to  confer  the  degrees.” 
To  which  he  says :  “  If  no  doubt  exists  as  to  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  the  applicant,  then  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
exercise  of  the  dispensing  power.  If  doubt  does  exist,  and 
this,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  every  hundred  can  only  be 
solved  by  a  personal  inspection,  then  the  mere  fact  of  such 
doubt  should  settle  the  question  against  the  applicant.  An 
idea  prevails  among  some  Masons,  that  the  Grand  Master 
can  dispense  with  any  of  her  requirements.  A  very  mis¬ 
taken  one.  The  Grand  Master  is  as  much  bound  to  observe 
himself,  and  see  that  others  preserve,  the  landmarks,  as  the 
humblest  Master  Mason.” 

TEHHESSEE. 

"We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  revised  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee,  and  also  of  their  edicts  and 
resolves,  amended  and  corrected  at  last  Annual  Communi¬ 
cation  for  1867. 

We  have  also  received  the  annual  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee,  held  at  Nashville  on  the  first 
Monday  of  October,  A.  L.  5868.  M.  W.  William  Joseph, 
Grand  Master. 

In  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  he  notices  the  death 
of  Brother  John  S.  Goddard,  Grand  Master  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  an  appropriate  manner;  and  pays  a  feeling  and 
just  tribute  to  his  memory  as  a  Masonic  officer,  a  man  and 
a  brother. 

In  the  same  address  he  remarks  at  considerable  length, 
on  the  duty  of  obedience  to  Masonic  law.  He  gives  an 
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exposition  of  the  law  and  its  offices.  He  notices  the  laxity 
often  found  in  the  examinations  made  by  committees  as 
regards  the  true  character  of  candidates  for  initiation.  He 
remarks,  that  the  fact  that  a  candidate  is  not  an  immoral 
man  is  not  sufficient.  He  must  positively  he  a  good  man 
and  true,  and  under  the  tongue  of  good  report.  Negative 
characters  neither  make  good  citizens,  or  good  Masons. 
It  does  not  follow  that  he  who  is  not  had  is  necessarily 
good.  Goodness,  virtue  and  worth  are  active  qualities,  and 
these  are  essential  to  entitle  an  applicant  to  a  favorable  re¬ 
port  from  a  committee.  He  also  discusses  the  question 
“  Whether  a  Mason  whose  character  stood  fair  with  his 
church  and  the  world  at  the  time  of  his  initiation,  hut  was 
afterwards  ascertained  to  have  been  previously  guilty  of 
larceny,  can  he  expelled  for  that  reason.”  He  declares  that 
he  can,  and  gives  as  his  reason,  “  that  by  the  concealment  of 
his  crime,  he  has  perpetrated  a  fraud  upon  the  Order.”  The 
reason  is  doubtless  good,  hut  a  stronger  reason — that  by  his 
crime  he  is  rendered  infamous  and  become  an  unfit  associate 
for  Masons — might  have  been  given.  This  address  is  rich 
in  expositions  of  Masonic  law,  is  beautifully  and  elegantly 
written,  hut  extracts  cannot  he  made  from  it  with  advan¬ 
tage,  the  whole  ought  to  be  read  to  enable  any  brother  to 
appreciate  its  merits. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  regrets  “that  eight 
Grand  Lodges  whose  proceedings  have  heretofore  been  wel¬ 
come  visitors  to  the  table,  have  not  been  received.  W e  are 
sorry  to  find  that  Pennsylvania  is  amongst  the  number.” 
We  can  assure  our  brethren  in  Tennessee,  that  the  fault  lies 
with  the  agents  who  assort  or  carry  the  mail,  and  not  with 
our  good  and  worthy  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Rev.  Brother  A.  J.  Buird,  D.I).,  delivered  the  annual 
address.  It  is  a  most  eloquent  production ;  we  make  one  or 
two  extracts  from  amongst  many  passages  worthy  of  in¬ 
troduction  into  this  report : 

“  Allow  me  to  close  this  part  of  my  address  by  an  allusion 
to  that  significant  word  in  such  common  use  in  the  Lodge, 
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‘Labor/  How,  where,  and  for  what  do  yon  labor?  Yon 
mnst  study  to  know  the  design  of  the  Great  Master.  Yon 
must  take  the  working  tools  and  go  down  into  the  rugged 
quarry  of  your  own  heart,  take  the  light  with  you,  and  there 
faithfully  put  to  the  test  each  rising  motive,  thought,  and 
intention.  Gird  up  your  loins  with  true  courage,  and  make 
good  proof  of  your  workmanship.  This  is  the  way,  time 
and  place,  to  learn  to  subdue  your  passions,  and  improve 
yourself  in  Masonry  ;  and  mightier  is  he  that  ruleth  his 
spirit  than  he  that  taketh  a  city.  The  trials  and  triumphs 
of  the  last  few  years  should  admonish  us  to  watch  and  be 
sober.  Never  before  was  it  the  lot  of  this  venerable  institu¬ 
tion  to  weather  a  storm  of  such  vast  desolation.  Many  and 
great  were  the  temptations  to  cut  loose  from  its  moorings 
and  drive  upon  the  sea  of  universal  confusion.  Scarcely  an 
institution  civil,  political,  or  ecclesiastical,  that  has  survived 
the  storm,  and  full  many  a  wreck  of  past  greatness,  is  yet 
drifting  upon  the  sullen  and  troubled  billows.  The  genius 
of  destruction  even  now  seems  to  delight  in  the  vast  variety 
of  the  general  catastrophe.  *  *  *  ****** 

“  In  all  the  fury  and  rage  of  evil  passion,  not  a  single 
voice  charged  this  institution  of  deviating  from  its  true 
sphere.  In  the  prison,  on  the  field,  and  along  the  desolate 
and  cindered  walks  of  destroyed  homes,  full  many  a  sufferer 
found  rest,  refreshment,  shelter,  and  a  friend  beneath  its 
old  ivy-grown  arch.  Who  does  not  rejoice  to  know  that 
there  is  a  bow  of  sympathy  and  hope  too  high  to  be  reached 
by  the  evil  thunders  of  human  passion ;  or  obscured  by  the 
gloom  of  the  sin  of  men !  ‘We  speak  that  we  do  know,  and 
testify  that  we  have  seen.’” 

We  have  also  received  a  pamphlet,  in  memoriam  of  R. 
W.  Charles  A.  Fuller,  late  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Tennessee,  containing  an  account  of  his  funeral 
obsequies,  and  a  sketch  of  his  life. 

A  few  hours  before  his  death  he  called  a  brother  Mason 
to  his  bedside,  and  gave  him  his  last  message  to  the  breth¬ 
ren  of  the  Order. 
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“  Tell  them,”  he  said,  that  my  last  request  is,  that  they 
will  give  an  united  and  earnest  support  to  the  4  Masonic 
Orphans’  Home.’  Bid  them  a  long  and  last  farewell. 
Thank  them  for  the  many  acts  of  kindness  shown  me ;  say 
to  them  that  should  my  spirit  be  permitted  to  revisit  earth, 
there  is  no  place  I  would  sooner  he  than  with  the  brethren 
in  the  Grand  Lodge.” 

We  also  received  a  copy  of  the  revised  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee,  with  their  edicts  and  resolves, 
amended  and  corrected  at  the  session  of  1867. 

H ORTH  CAROLINA. 

We  have  received  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
of  December  2d,  3d,  and  6th,  A.  L.  5867.  Right  Worshipful 
R.  W.  Dost,  Deputy  Grand  Master  acting  as  Grand  Master. 

This  Grand  Lodge  seems  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
twenty  new  Lodges,  chartered  at  the  last  Communication, 
having  been  duly  organized  and  at  work. 

Fraternal  relations  exist  between  this  Grand  Lodge,  by 
an  exchange  of  Representatives,  and  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Brazil,  the  Grand  Orient  of  Portugal,  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Hew  Grenada,  the  Grand  Orient  of  Venezuela,  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Uruguay,  the  Grand  Orient  of  the  Dominican 
Republic,  and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili. 

It  also  appears  that  Brother  James  Banks,  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  was  appointed  Historian  of 
Masonry  for  the  jurisdiction  of  Horth  Carolina.  He  has 
now  completed  the  work :  it  will  contain  about  four  hundred 
pages,  and  give  a  history  of  every  Lodge  in  the  State. 
When  published  we  recommend  that  it  be  patronized  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

It  having  been  lately  ascertained  that  twelve  Past  Grand 
Masters  of  Horth  Carolina  are  still  living,  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  procure  portraits  of  these  worthies.  This 
having  been  done  their  portraits  now  adorn  the  wall  of  that 
Grand  Lodge. 
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The  number  of  Lodges  existing  in  this  jurisdiction  is 
two  hundred  and  three.  Eighty  having  gone  out  of  exist¬ 
ence.  Total  membership  returned,  eleven  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

W e  have  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Most  W orshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  Masons  of  South  Carolina, 
at  the  annual  communication  of  November,  5867.  Most 
Worshipful  James  L.  Orr,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  the  opening  of  his  address,  returns 
his  sincere  thanks  to  those  Grand  Lodges  who  have  evi¬ 
denced  their  Masonic  feeling  for  sufferings  produced  by  the 
ravages  of  war,  and  the  failure  of  crops  in  that  jurisdiction, 
by  making  liberal  contributions  for  their  relief.  We  are 
sorry  to  say  that  our  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  is  not 
amongst  the  number  of  those  which  contributed  to  the 
necessities  of  the  brethren  of  South  Carolina.  Whether  it 
is  now  too  late  to  do  that  good  work,  we  leave  our  Grand 
Lodge  to  determine. 

The  Grand  Master  also  states  that  he  has  granted  during 
the  year,  dispensations  for  opening  nine  new  Lodges. 

Number  of  Lodges,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one.  Num¬ 
ber  of  members  not  stated. 

GEORGIA. 

A  Grand  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia, 
was  opened  in  due  form  on  the  30th  of  October,  A.  L.  5867. 
M.  W.  William  A.  Love,  Grand  Master. 

In  the  excellent  address  of  the  Grand  Master  occur  the  fol¬ 
lowing  remarks :  “  I  do  not  consider  it  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  Masonry,  or  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  institu¬ 
tion,  that  the  odious  names,  by  which  offences  are  generally 
known,  should  be  spread  upon  our  journal,  and  be  pro¬ 
claimed  to  the  world,  by  which  our  enemies  may  be  fur- 
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nished  with,  material  for  abuse.  Such  exposure  is  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  divine  principles  of  Masonry,  and  not  demanded 
by  justice,  nor  sanctioned  by  charity.  Therefore,  offences 
committed  by  brethren,  should  he  exposed  to  the  world 
only  by  their  Masonic  names,  such  as,  Unmasonic,  or  gross 
Unmasonic  conduct.” 

And  these  two  aphorisms :  “  Recollect  that  it  is  not  the 
business  of  Masonry  to  engage  in  political  strife.  Masonry 
cannot  have  anything  to  do  with  a  brother’s  political  or 
religious  opinions.”  • 

Full  and  able  reports  were  made  in  writing  by  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  the  Southern 
Masonic  Female  College,  exhibits  a  very  practical  manner 
of  sustaining  such  institutions.  “  In  order  to  permanently 
endow  the  College,  we  recommend  that  it  be  made  the  duty 
of  the  Master  of  every  Lodge  to  see,  in  person,  every 
member  of  his  Lodge,  and  make  an  appeal  to  him,  to  sub¬ 
scribe  twenty  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  five  annual  instalments, 
as  follows :  At  the  end  of  the  first  year,  four  dollars,  and 
the  interest  on  twenty ;  at  the  end  of  the  second  year,  four 
dollars,  and  the  interest  on  sixteen,  and  so  on,  till  the  whole 
be  paid.”  The  Committee  to  whom  this  report  was  referred, 
reported  a  resolution,  “  that  each  subordinate  Lodge  be 
requested  to  contribute  the  fees  received  for  initiating,  pass¬ 
ing,  and  raising  one  candidate  each  year,  to  the  College,  to 
be  used  in  educating  the  daughters  of  indigent  Brethren, 
living  and  dead.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  had  before  them  the 
vexed  question  as  to  maimed  persons  ;  and  they  wisely  re¬ 
port  that,  in  their  opinion,  “  a  strict  adherence  to  the  old 
Constitution  is  the  only  safe  and  certain  remedy,  and  should 
be  insisted  on.”  The  candidate  must  be  “  hale  and  sound  ” — 
perfect  in  all  his  limbs,  as  a  man  should  be. 

The  Committee  on  Donations  reported  a  resolution  of 
thanks  “to  all  Masonic  Brethren,  Lodges,  and  Chapters, 
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that  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  relieve  the  sickness  of 
the  poor  in  Georgia,”  which  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
is  eloquent,  and  in  the  main  good  tempered. 

The  volume  containing  the  Georgia  proceedings,  contain 
the  “  Edicts  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  the 
Grand  Constitution,  Rules  of  Order,  and  Standard  of  By- 
Laws  ;  Old  Constitutions,  and  Ancient  Regulations  and 
Forms  for  Trial.”  Compiled  hy  R.  W.  Brother  Samuel 
Lawrence.  # 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  two  hundred  and  sixty-two 
working  Lodges,  recognized  under  this  jurisdiction ;  four¬ 
teen  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  names  on  the 
lists ;  and  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one  initiations.  u  The 
Lodges  which  have  not  made  returns,  would  show  another 
one  thousand  or  more.” 

ALABAMA. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama,  was  held  at  Montgomery,  December  2d  and  6th, 
6867,  Wilson  Williams,  M.  W.  Grand  Master.  In  his 
address,  speaking  of  the  ravages  the  late  war  has  made,  he 
remarks :  “  Masonry  in  the  extension  of  her  charity  knows 
no  hounds,  and,  like  good  and  true  Masons,  our  brethren  in 
different  parts,  of  the  United  States,  have  come  to  our 
relief.” 

A  portion  of  the  address  is  devoted  to  Masonic  law  and 
‘  the  duty  of  Masons  to  obey  it.  Its  absoluteness  is  con¬ 
sidered,  and  the  method  pointed  out  in  which  it  should 
he  enforced,  the  trial  proceeded  with,  and  the  punishment 
inflicted.  It  also  treats  of  the  duty  of  Masons  to  inform 
themselves  not  only  of  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Order,  hut 
of  its  history  as  a  moral  science.  The  whole  paper  is 
worthy  of  careful  perusal.  It  is  a  close,  well-digested  argu¬ 
ment  ;  and  as  it  does  not  consist  of  glittering  generalities, 
extracts  cannot  he  made  from  it  without  marring  its  per¬ 
fection. 


From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  on  deceased 
soldiers,  it  appears,  that  the  number  of  Masons  belonging  to 
the  several  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  as  far  as  reported, 
who  lost  their  lives  in  the  service  of  the  “  Confederate 
States,”  amounts  to  seven  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the 
reports  of  many  Lodges  yet  to  he  received  will  increase 
the  number.” 

dumber  of  Lodges  represented,  one  hundred  and  forty; 
number  delinquent,  forty-three;  number  of  members  re¬ 
ported,  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

■ ' 

The  Fiftieth  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  held  on  the 
20th  of  January,  A.  L.  5868. 

The  Grand  Master  M.  W.  John  P.  Lamkin,  congratulates 
his  brethren  on  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  their 
organization  as  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons.  He  says :  “  With 
but  few  and  slight  exceptions,  nothing  has  occurred  within 
this  jurisdiction,  during  the  past  year,  to  mar  our  peace  or 
interrupt  our  labors.”  “  But,  my  brethren,  we  cannot  dis¬ 
guise  the  fact,  that  we  are  entering  upon  the  most  unpropi- 
tious  year  known  to  our  history.”  “  FTever  in  the  annals 
of  Free  Masonry  in  this  country,  has  there  been  a  time 
when  we  were  more  urgently  called  upon  to  exercise  that 
brightest  ornament  of  our  profession — Charity.” 

“  The  question  has  frequently  been  presented,  c  Can  a 
Lodge  lawfully  tax  its  members,  or  exact  contributions 
from  them  beyond  the  amounts  prescribed  by  its  by-laws  V 
I  have  uniformly  decided  that  it  cannot.” 

The  Committee  on  Destitution  and  Eelief  present  a 
doleful  picture  of  the  distress  prevalent  in  this  State.  In 
regard  to  the  Orphans’  Home,  located  at  Lauderdale  Springs, 
they  presented  the  following : 

“According  to  the  information  furnished  the  Committee 
by  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Home,  it 
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appears  there  are  ninety  orphans  of  deceased  Masons,  now 
in  the  Home  in  a  very  destitute  condition.  Their  claim 
upon  our  sympathy  and  help  is  unquestionable.  We  there¬ 
fore  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following : 

“ Resolved ,  That  as  a  Grand  Lodge  we  recognize  and 
heartily  approve  the  Orphans’  Home,  at  Lauderdale  Springs, 
and  cordially  recommend  it  to  the  sympathy  and  respect  of 
the  Craft,  wheresoever  dispersed  around  the  globe. 

u Resolved ,  That  each  subordinate  Lodge  within  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  he  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to 
pay  to  the  agent  of  the  Home,  the  Lev.  T.  S.  Abernethy, 
Jr.,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  orphans  of  Masons,  now  in 
that  institution,  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  or  such  sum  as  they 
may  see  fit,  for  each  member  of  each  subordinate  Lodge.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  report,  contrary  to  the 
decision  of  the  Grand  Master,  “  that  a  Mason  cannot  hold 
membership  in  two  Lodges  at  the  same  time.”  u  The 
impropriety  would  seem  to  be  apparent,  as  one  instance  may 
demonstrate:  A  Mason  being  d  member  of  two  Lodges 
might  be  the  Master  of  one,  the  other  Lodge  might  arraign, 
and  try,  and  suspend  him,  and  thereby  deprive  the  other 
Lodge  of  its  Master.” 

On  the  subject  of  taxing  members,  the  Committee  report 
“  that  Lodges  have  the  power  of  taxing  the  amount  of  con¬ 
tributions  from  the  members  for  Lodge  dues;  and  having 
control  of  that  matter,  may  change  the  amount  of  dues  to 
any  sum  they  may  deem  expedient,  for  raising  funds  for 
Masonic  purposes.  This  fund,  so  raised,  is  at  the  control  of 
the  Lodges,  and  may  be  used  for  charitable  or  other  Masonic 
purposes.” 

There  appears  to  be  no  report  on  foreign  correspondence. 

Humber  of  Lodges,  three  hundred  and  eight;  Master 
Masons  reported,  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  ;  initiations,  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two. 
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LOUISIANA. 

Tlie  Fifty-sixth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
•  Lodge  of  Louisiana  was  held  at  New  Orleans,  February 
10th-15th,  1868,  A.  L.  5868.  Abel  J.  Norwood,  M.  W. 
Grand  Master.  In  his  address  the  Grand  Master  eloquently 
says : 

“ The  angel  of  death  has  been  hovering  over  our  State;  our 
cities,  our  towns  and  villages,  and  country  plains  have  felt 
his  chilling  presence,  and  many  an  aching  heart  and  lonely 
hearthstone  mourn  the  departure  of  loved  ones  during  the 
year  just  closed.  Neither  bright  intellect,  nor  lovely  form, 
nor  high  character,  nor  modest  worth  have  sufficed  to 
turn  aside  the  fatal  shaft,  but  all  alike  have  yielded  and 
now  mingle  in  the  dust.  But  we  thank  God  that  in 
these  times  of  sad  visitations  of  desolation  and  sorrow,  the 
brightest  features  of  our  nature  come  forth,  and  Charity 
and  Benevolence,  with  constant  vigil  and  tender  hands 
strive  hard  to  equal  the  necessity.  The  Good  Samaritan 
still  lives,  and  our  noble  institution  is  no  laggard  in  her 
ministrations  to  the  sick  and  sorrowful.  The  records  of 
our  ‘Belief  Lodge,7  and,  I  trust,  the  unwritten  records  of 
each  brother’s  heart,  will  show,  that  we  have  not  been  deaf 
to  the  calls  of  brotherly  love  and  relief.” 

The  reports  of  different  committees  show  that  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Lodges  are,  in  every  particular,  better  and  more 
flourishing  than  at  any  former  period.  That  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  nearly  free  from  debt,  and  would  cancel  all  its 
liabilities  on  very  short  notice,  and  that  after  discharging 
them,  all  its  available  assets  would  amount,  on  the  first  day 
of  January,  1868,  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars  and 
ninety-nine  cents. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  another  committee  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  cancelled  all  the  indebetedness  to  them  for 
dues  up  to  the  first  of  January,  1867,  thus  enabling  every 
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brother  to  start  anew  in  his  Lodge  without  being  embar¬ 
rassed  by  the  debt  he  contracted,  during  the  late  terrible 
civil  war,  on  the  books  of  his  Lodge. 

We  also  learn  from  other  reports  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
has  purchased  spacious  and  convenient  grounds  in  New 
Orleans  for  the  site  of  a  new  Masonic  Temple,  and  that  the 
Masonic  Cemetery  Committee  have  obtained  grounds  suit¬ 
able  for  their  purposes,  and  that  some  of  the  brethren  have 
erected,  and  others  are  preparing  to  erect,  fine  marble 
pointed  tombs  upon  their  lots. 

Accompanying  the  report  is  a  “  Historical  Table,”  giving 
the  record  of  the  Lodges  which  founded  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  1812,  and  those  created  by  it  since  its  foundation.  A 
very  few  have  forfeited  their  charters,  and  many  are  marked 
as  “extinct”  their  Masonic  light  having  gone  out  upon 
their  altars,  or  their  existence  merged  with  a  more  pros¬ 
perous  or  better  located  organization. 

The  number  of  working  Lodges  in  Louisiana  at  the  time 
of  the  report  were  one  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

ARKANSAS. 

The  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas  met  on  Monday,  the  4th  of  November, 
A.  L.  5867.  Brother  E.  H,  English,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  a  very  elaborate 
and  eloquent  oration.  He  refers  to  the  recent  troubles 
briefly  but  well :  “  Illustrative  of  the  influence  of  Masonry 
over  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  men,  may  I  be  per¬ 
mitted,  without  intending  to  tread  upon  forbidden  ground, 
to  allude  to  a  striking  contrast  ?  Whilst  extreme  partisans 
among  the  profane  have  been  clamoring  for  the  blood  and 
extermination  of  the  Southern  people,  the  Masons  of  the 
North ,  rising  above  the  passions  and  prejudices  engendered 
by  the  late  unhappy  war,  have  been  sending  bread  into  the 
South  to  feed  her  impoverished  and  starving  families.” 

“  Our  people  have  no  great  need  for  poor-houses,  and  not 
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much  fancy  to  live  in  them.  The  career  of  life  has  a  sad 
and  humiliating  termination  when  it  eventuates  in  a  public 
home  for  the  aged  and  friendless.  I  never  knew  an  aged 
Mason,  or  widow  or  orphan  of  a  Mason,  in  Arkansas,  to  be 
driven  for  food  and  shelter  to  a  poor-house. 

“  Some  years  back  the  brethren  at  Pine  Bluff  got  up  a 
grand  enterprise  of  erecting  a  home  for  the  destitute  widov:s 
of  Masons,  and  had  me  down  there  to  lay  the  corner-stone, 
and  deliver  an  oration  on  the  occasion.  Much  enthusiasm 
prevailed,  the  contributions  poured  in,  and  the  house  was 
built ;  hut  our  good  old  Brother  Brownfield,  the  kind- 
hearted  and  zealous  projector  of  the  enterprise,  utterly 
failed  to  persuade  a  solitary  Mason’s  widow  to  go  and 
make  it  her  home,  and  the  house  was  converted  into  an 
Academy  !” 

Arkansas  prefers  a  school  to  an  asylum. 

The  following  is  among  the  Grand  Master’s  decisions : 

“10.  Two  Masons  fall  out,  quarrel,  pass  the  lie,  and  come 
to  blows — parted — sorry  for  it,  confess  the  wrong  to  the 
Lodge,  and  offer  to  make  any  concessions  required ;  must 
the  Lodge  forgive  them  ? 

“ Repentance  and  confession  are  treated  as  atoning  virtues 
in  religion,  and  as  mitigating  virtues  in  moral  associations. 
It  is  only  in  the  civil  tribunals  where  the  penal  law  is 
administered  with  sternness,  and  its  administrator  is  legally 
inexorable,  that  repentance  and  confession,  however  sin¬ 
cere,  are  unavailing.  Masonry  is  a  moral  order.  In  dealing 
with  its  offending  members,  it  does  not  attach  the  conse¬ 
quence  to  repentance  and  confession ,  that  the  church  does,  on 
the  one  hand  ;  nor  disregard  them  altogether,  as  the  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  penal  code  does,  on  the  other.  It  takes  the  me¬ 
dium  ground,  and  treats  them  as  mitigating,  attaching 
more  or  less  consequence  to  them,  according  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  offence,  and  the  attending  circumstances,  of  which 
the  Lodge  must  judge  in  its  investigations  and  trials.” 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Usage  reported  the 
following  decisions  worthy  of  notice : 
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“7th.  We  agree  that  when  the  rules  of  a  church  lead  a 
Mason  to  renounce  Masonry,  as  a  matter  of  conscience,  it  is 
not  a  matter  for  Masonic  discipline. 

u8th.  Your  Committee  decide,  as  the  Grand  Lodge  has 
heretofore  decided,  that  a  Mason  may  he  a  member  of  more 
than  one  Lodge.  It  is  a  question  purely  of  policy,  which 
each  jurisdiction  settles  for  itself.  We  concur  that  being 
merely  near-sighted  is  not  such  a  defect  as  prevents  a  man 
from  becoming  a  Mason,  where  the  defect  is  not  so  great  as 
to  prevent  the  candidate  from  attending  to  his  ordinary 
avocation. 

“  9th.  W e  concur  in  the  opinion  that  a  Fellow  Craft  can 
he  tried  upon  charges,  and  if  guilty,  punished ;  that  one 
who  believes  in  God,  but  does  not  believe  in  the  Bible,  can 
be  made  a  Mason,  if  otherwise  worthy ;  that  a  suspended 
Mason  can  be  tried  upon  charges  and  expelled,  while  under 
his  former  sentence.” 

There  appear  to  be  two  hundred  and  four  Lodges  in  this 
jurisdiction. 

MISSOURI. 

The  Forty-seventh  Annual  Communication  met  on  Octo¬ 
ber  14,  A.  L.  5867.  Most  Worshipful  and  Reverend  John 
I).  Yineil,  Grand  Master.  The  address,  though  very  flowery 
and  full  of  enthusiasm,  is  very  practical.  We  make  the 
following  extracts : 

u  Though  the  workmen  fall,  the  work  still  goes  on.  And 
why?  Because  of  the  great  inherent  principles  that  vitalize 
the  Masonic  institution.  I  speak  not  of  the  progress  of  the 
work ,  which  many  regard  as  the  only  evidence  of  prosperity 
and  vitality,  viz. :  increase  in  numerical  strength.  It  is  the 
well-settled  and  profound  conviction  of  my  judgment  that, 
in  very  many  respects,  progress  is  not* improvement” 

“An  unusually  large  number  of  petitions  have  been  pre¬ 
sented,  praying  for  4  official  permission5  to  receive  candidates 
who  had  lost  limbs  of  various  kinds,  feet,  legs,  fingers, 
hands  and  arms,  rendered  thereby  physically  defective  be- 
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yond  question.  Indeed,  my  refusal  to  comply  with  the 
ardent  wishes  of  some  has  called  down  upon  me  quite  a 
storm  of  displeasure.  One  pert  brother  abused  me  not  a 
little  for  my  firm  maintenance  of  the  law  refusing  to  allow 
a  Lodge  to  confer  the  second  and  third  degrees  on  an  En¬ 
tered  Apprentice  who  had  lost  his  right  arm  above  the 
elbow,  hut  used  very  expertly  an  artificial  arm.  His  stric¬ 
tures  upon  my  decisions  and  upon  the  law  were  quite 
refreshing  ! 

“It  would  he  quite  interesting  to  this  body,  and  all  intel¬ 
ligent  Masons,  to  read  the  reasons  assigned  and  'pressed 
upon  me  why  I  should  extend  official  clemency  and  permis¬ 
sion.  Some  of  the  more  potent  considerations  were  that 
the  worthy  characters  held  high  official  positions ,  or  had 
‘fought  nobly  ’  in  the  bloody  war  of  parties.” 

“  Since  the  adjournment  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  seventeen 
months  ago,  portions  of  our  jurisdiction  have  been  fearfully 
visited  by  a  blighting  epidemic,  especially  St.  Louis.  The 
destroying  angel,  as  of  old,  sped  forth  on  dark  wing,  enter¬ 
ing  homes  where  hitherto  all  had  been  light  and  joy.  How 
many  paled  in  his  presence  and  drooped  at  his  touch !  The 
dark  shadow  that  crossed  so  many  domestic  thresholds  in 
city  and  county,  unannounced  passed  the  sacred  portals  of 
Masonry,  regardless  of  Tyler  and  drawn  sword,  and  shrouded 
our  mystic  temple  in  weeds  of  woe.  For  he  summoned 
from  our  ranks  many  of  the  noblest  and  best,  and  hurried 
them  through  the  misty  vale  to  the  undiscovered  land.  *  * 
*  *  During  the  cholera  season  of  1866,  while,  perhaps, 
ten  thousand  Masonic  hearts  heat  with  heavy  throbbings  in 
Missouri  for  the  suffering  and  the  falling,  the  blackest  cloud 
of  gloom  that  ever  darkly  swept  the  horizon  of  this  juris¬ 
diction  suddenly  arose.  On  the  11th  of  August,  1866,  An¬ 
thony  O’Sullivan,  the.Solon  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  was  called 
from  the  earnest  labors  of  life  by  the  desolating  scourge 
that  then  hung  like  a  pall  over  this  teeming  city.” 

“Can  a  Master  Mason  belong  to  any  Lodge  that  will 
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receive  him,  or  must  he  join  the  nearest  Lodge  to  his 
residence  ?”  is  a  question  he  asks,  and  thus  answers : 

“  When  any  one  becomes  a  Master  Mason,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  great  world-wide  family  or  brotherhood,  and  may 
select  any  given  'portion  of  that  family  as  his  local  abode  or 
place  of  membership,  even  though  he  reside  elsewhere.  But 
what  is  lawful  is  not  always  expedient. 

“ A  Lodge  is  defined  by  our  Grand  Lodge  to  he  4  Seven  or 
more  Master  Masons,  duly  assembled,  with  the  Holy  Bible, 
Square  and  Compass,  a  Book  of  Constitutions,  and  a  Charter 
or  Dispensation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  authorizing  them  to 
meet  and  work.’  ” 

Most  Worshipful  Brother  S.  H.  Saunders,  Past  Grand 
Master,  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

44 Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  appoint  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  digest  of  Masonic  law  of  this  jurisdiction,  and 
report  it  to  the  next  Grand  Lodge,  and  when  approved  by 
the  Grand  Body,  to  he  published  in  the  printed  proceedings.” 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  say,  under 
the  Pennsylvania  caption : 

44The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  complained 
at  not  having  received  reports  from  other  jurisdictions  in 
return,  and  we  must  congratulate  them  upon  having  re¬ 
ceived  any,  for  Pennsylvania  is  a  large  State,  and  unless 
full  post-office  directions  he  given  a  document  stands  a  poor 
chance  to  find  its  owner.” 

The  number  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  is  two  hundred 
and  fifty. 

IOWA. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  assembled  at  Des  Moines,  on  the  2d 
of  June,  A.  L.  5868.  Most  Worshipful  Keuben  Mickel, 
Grand  Master. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  Master  states  that  during  the 
Masonic  year  just  closed  he  has  granted  dispensations  for 
the  formation  of  twenty-one  new  Lodges,  and  that  he  has 
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given  to  them  appropriate  and  suggestive  names,  rather 
than  that  of  the  town  in  which  they  have  been  located. 
From  these  names  we  select  some  by  way  of  example :  “  Pro¬ 
gress,”  “Fidelity,”  “Gavel,”  “Silver  Urn,”  “Toleration,” 
“Compass,”  &c.,  &c. 

He  states  that  he  has  refused  a  great  many  applications 
for  dispositions  to  ballot  for  and  confer  degrees  out  of  time, 
and  that  he  “  has  steadily  refused  such  dispensations  in  all 
cases  where  it  appeared  that  the  emergency  stated  as  a 
reason  for  asking  for  them  seemed  to  have  suggested  to  the 
appellant  the  necessity  of  his  being  made  a  Mason,  and  sud¬ 
denly  opened  his  eyes  to  the  importance  ”  of  being  one. 

He  also  states  “  that  unusual  peace  and  tranquillity  have 
prevailed  amongst  the  Lodges”  under  his  jurisdiction,  and 
“as  a  consequence  there  has  been  very  little  necessity  for 
discipline.” 

He  also  states  that  schools  for  Masonic  instruction  have 
been  opened  on  several  occasions  and  at  different  points, 
with  manifest  benefit.  He  also  notices  the  establishment 
of  a  Masonic  newspaper,  named  “The  Evergreen,”  within 
his  jurisdiction,  and  that  its  reception  by  the  craft  has  been 
such  as  to-  place  the  question  of  its  permanent  success  be¬ 
yond  a  doubt.  Past  Eminent  Master  Guilbert,  of  Dubuque, 
is  the  editor-in-chief. 

He  takes  appropriate  notice  of  the  death  of  Past  Grand 
Junior  Warden  John  Lockwood  Corse. 

The  address  is  a  well-written  business  paper,  and  contains 
much  matter  of  local  interest. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  an  invitation  from  Most 
Worshipful  Richard  Yaux,  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania, 
inviting  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  to  attend  the  laying  of 
the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Masonic  Temple  at  Philadelphia, 
which  was  appropriately  referred. 

Brother  Guilbert  made  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  and  read  extracts  therefrom,  hut 
as  it  was  not  finished,  it  was  received,  and,  when  completed, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Appended  to  the  report  is  a  list  of  the  several  Lodges  in 
the  State,  their  officers  and  members. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  is  gotten  np  in 
very  handsome  style,  and  is  adorned  with  a  tine  steel  en¬ 
graving  representing  Grand  Master  Mickel.  Will  not  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  follow  this  good  example, 
and  order  a  similar  embellishment  to  accompany  the  next 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body  ? 

WISCONSIN. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  this  State  convened  at  Masonic 
Temple,  in  the  City  of  Milwaukee,  June  9th,  A.  D.  1868, 
A.  L.  5868,  M.  W.  Harlow  Pease,  Grand  Master. 

In  the  annual  address  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  reference 
is  made  to  the  death  of  two  of  the  Past  Grand  Officers  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin,  to  wit :  Brother  Simon  N. 
Strong,  Past  Grand  Deputy  Master,  who  died  on  the  sixth 
of  December,  1867,  and  whom  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
calls  “  a  zealous  Mason,  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him:”  and  also  Brother  S.  S.  Doggett,  Grand  Treasurer  for 
ten  years,  and  of  whom  it  is  said  that,  “  as  a  man  and  a 
Mason,  his  character  is  too  well  known  to  require  any 
words  of  eulogy.  His  life  and  his  death  speak  for  him 
more  eloquently  than  human  lips  can.” 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  we 
note  the  following  remarks  on  the  subject  of  u  Physical 
Qualifications:”  “Can  an  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow 
Craft,  becoming  subsequently  maimed,  be  advanced  ?  ” 

“  The  question  was  prominently  brought  before  the  Craft 
by  several  Grand  Lodges,  hut  we  regret  that  many  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  at  their  Annual  Communications  in  1867, 
passed  it  by  in  silence.  *  *  *  The  question  is  one  of  impor¬ 
tance  and  perhaps  of  doubt ;  it  has  been  raised,  therefore  it 
must  he  met,  and  adjudicated.  Let  it  he  discussed  with 
candor,  examined  carefully  and  acted  upon  understandingly. 
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The  question  has  been  decided  differently  by  different  Grand 
Lodges.  Yew  York,  Maine,  Connecticut,  Arkansas,  Ohio, 
and  Georgia,  held  that  this  disqualification  applies  only  to 
the  Entered  Apprentice  degree.  Yorth  Carolina,  Louisiana, 
California,  Tennessee,  Virginia  and  Missouri,  hold  that  it 
extends  to  all  the  degrees.” 

In  remarking  upon  the  “  Increase  of  the  Order,”  the  Com¬ 
mittee  say : 

“  Upon  an  examination  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges,  we 
find  in  all  jurisdictions,  not  only  a  large  increase  in  the 
members,  hut  also  in  the  number  of  Lodges.  In  Grand 
Masters’  addresses,  in  reports  of  Committees  on  Fellow 
Craft,  we  find  constant  warnings  of  the  dangers  threatening 
the  Craft,  by  too  rapid  increase.  The  warning  cannot  he 
given  too  often.  We  hope  to  hear  it  in  every  Grand 
Master’s  address,  in  the  report  of  every  Committee  on  Fellow 
Craft,  and  promulgated  by  every  Master  who  presides  in 
the  Craft.  Every  Grand  Lodge  should  adopt  every  reason¬ 
able  safeguard  within  its  power  against  a  too  rapid  increase 
of  the  Order.  Let  us  prevent,  if  possible,  the  institution 
from  becoming  popularized.  *  *  *  *  It  is  fearful  to  behold 
and  it  makes  one  shudder,  to  contemplate  the  awful,  rapid 
increase,  both  in  Lodges  and  members  in  some  jurisdictions. 
*  *  *  And  we  are  fearful  that  if  our  Brethren  continue  for 
a  few  years  longer,  in  some  jurisdictions,  to  increase  so 
rapidly,  they  will  find  themselves  in  that  lamentable  posi¬ 
tion  so  forcibly  expressed  by  the  two  following  simple  words, 
viz. :  4  powerful,  weak.’  ” 

W e  notice  nothing  else  worthy  of  special  consideration  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Yumber  of  Master  Masons,  seven  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirteen;  Fellow  Craft,  three  hundred  and  eighty-six ; 
Entered  Apprentices,  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  num¬ 
ber  of  Lodges,  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine. 
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ILLINOIS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  met  in  Annual  Grand  Com¬ 
munication  on  October  1st,  A.  L.  5867.  Most  Worshipful 
Jerome  R.  Gorin,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  reported  that  he  had 
granted  dispensations  to  form  and  open  fifty-seven  new 
Lodges,  since  the  last  Grand  Communication.  He  also 
praises  the  craft  for  the  many  fine  halls  erected  in  that 
State,  among  them  two  in  Chicago,  of  which  he  says:  “It 
is  worth  a  visit  to  Chicago  to  see  these  splendid  evidences 
of  the  refined  taste  and  large  liberality  of  the  Craftsmen, 
under  whose  hands  they  have  been  completed.”  After 
those  references  to  the  prosperity  and  the  special  business  of 
the  Order  in  that  State,  he  specifies  under  their  several 
heads,  many  matters  worthy  of  consideration  by  Masons  in 
general. 

JEWELRY. 

“  The  use  of  Masonic  Emblems  for  the  purpose  of  adverT 
tising  or  attracting  business,  for  show,  or  excessive  orna¬ 
ment,  is  becoming  a  great  evil  that  needs  the  regulating 
hand  of  the  Grand  Lodge.”  The  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  this  address,  earnestly  recommended  “  that  persons 
using  emblems  for  said  purposes,  be  expelled  from  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry.” 

AVOUCHMENTS. 

“The  law  of  this  jurisdiction  is  clear:  That  no  visitor 
shall  be  permitted  to  sit  in  Lodge  until  some  brother,  known 
as  such ,  shall  vouch  in  open  Lodge,  or  to  the  Master  at  the 
time  of  opening,  that  he  has  sat  with  him  in  open  Lodge ; 
and  in  addition  to  this,  the  vouching  brother  should  be 
able  to  state  in  what  degree  he  sat  with  him.” 

SECRECY  0E  THE  BALLOT. 

“  It  is  not  supposable,  among  Master  Masons,  that  there 
are  any  who  would  reject  a  candidate  through  malice,  envy, 
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ill-will,  anger,  jealousy,  or  spleen ;  if  any  Lodge  has 
admitted  to  its  fold  any  who  can  be  guilty  of  such  base 
conduct,  it  is  her  misfortune— -perhaps  her  fault — and  for 
which  there  is  no  Masonic  remedy.’5  *  *  *  “  The  rejec¬ 

tion  of  a  candidate,  when  declared,  is  to  he  shared  in  silence 
by  every  brother,  no  matter  how  unpleasant ;  for  if  any  one 
state  how  he  voted,  he  violates  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot, 
and  thereby  violates  his  obligation.55 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  book  entitled  “  A  General  History  of  Free  Masonry,55  by 
Emanuel  Heboid,  a  distinguished  Brother  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France,  after  speaking  well  of  its  historical 
character,  proceeds  to  condemn  the  work  in  very  eloquent 
terms. 

The  only  question  of  jurisprudence  reported  upon  is, 
whether  Germans  who  are  unable  to  speak  the  English 
language,  can  apply  to  a  Lodge  working  in  the  German 
language  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  they  reside. 
The  Committee  reported  in  the  negative,  and  say :  “  That 
every  Lodge  has  full  and  complete  right  to  determine  upon 
the  qualifications  of  every  applicant  for  Masonry,  living 
within  its  own  territorial  jurisdiction,  whether  the  appli¬ 
cant  speak  our  language  or  another.55 

Humber  of  Lodges,  five  hundred  and  sixty ;  Masons, 
twenty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-four,  re¬ 
ported  and  estimated. 

The  Appendix  contains  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws, 
and  the  Beport  on  Correspondence  is  very  voluminous,  and 
full  of  interesting  matter. 

TEXAS. 

From  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas,  trans¬ 
mitted  to  us,  it  appears  that  the  Thirty-second  Annual  Com¬ 
munication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State  was 
held  at  Houston,  on  the  second  Monday  of  June,  5868. 
John  R.  Fretmell,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
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From  the  annual  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  it 
appears  u  that  the  past  season  was  one  of  unusual  sickness ; 
and  within  the  hounds  of  that  jurisdiction  the  dark  wing  of 
the  angel  of  death  appeared  to  overshadow  the  whole  land. 
Men  deserted  their  usual  avocations,  and  occupied  them¬ 
selves  in  nursing  the  sick  and  burying  the  dead.  Our  own 
beloved  Order  had  heroes  in  this  unequal  combat,  and 
Masons  took  their  stand  in  the  front  rank  of  danger.” 

The  Grand  Master  mentions  the  death  of  Past  Grand 
Master  William  B.  Ochiltree,  and  Henry  R.  Cortmell,  Past 
Grand  Junior  Warden,  during  the  year,  though  neither  of 
them  died  of  the  prevailing  disease. 

He  also  states  that  his  experience  teaches  him  “  that 
Masonry  has  become  too  popular  with  the  masses,  and  that 
in  that  very  popularity  lies  her  greatest  danger.  As  her 
numbers  increase,  so  will  the  envy  and  jealousy  of  her  ene¬ 
mies  be  aroused.” 

Having  in  full  remembrance  the  scenes  of  former  persecu¬ 
tions,  and  the  reasons  that  promoted  them,  he  thinks  the 
cheapening  of  Masonry  one  of  the  prominent  causes.  He, 
therefore,  has  refused  to  issue  a  single  dispensation  for  the 
conferring  of  degrees.  “I  cannot  call  to  mind,”  he  says,  “a 
case  in  which  the  interests  of  Masonry  have  been  subserved 
by  conferring  the  degrees  out  of  the  legal  time.” 

He  states  that  during  the  year  he  issued  several  warrants 
to  distinguished  brethren  to  lay  corner-stones  of  Masonic 
Lodges  and  other  public  buildings,  and  for  constituting 
Lodges  chartered  at  the  last  communication. 

He  states,  “  That  in  the  exercise  of  a  strong  desire  to  ele¬ 
vate  and  maintain  our  beloved  institution  to  that  standard 
of  excellence  to  which  she  is  justly  entitled,  I  have,  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  been  induced  to  order  many  investigations 
and  trials,  and  to  order  the  arrest  of  the  charters  of  several 
Lodges.”  We  have  examined  the  reports  of  these  trials 
and  investigations,  but  find  nothing  in  them  of  interest  to 
this  Grand  Lodge,  or  worthy  of  special  remark ;  but  we 
have  noticed  the  fact  principally  to  show  the  great  vigilance 
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of  Grand  Master  Fret  well,  and  the  vehemence  of  his  desire 
that  no  unworthy  person  should  he  permitted  to  claim 
Masonic  fellowship  within  his  jurisdiction. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  make  proper  mention 
of  the  death  of  our  late  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Goddard, 
and  say  they  rejoice  “that  his  mantle  has  fallen  upon  one 
who  evinces  both  the  ability  and  zeal  necessary  to  carry  out 
successfully  the  important  work  devolving  upon  him.” 

From  an  examination  of  the  whole  report,  consisting  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-five  octavo  pages,  we  are  happy  to 
say  that  Masonry  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  “  in  the  State 
of  the  Lone  Star.” 


OHIO. 

W  e  have  received  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  begun  and 
holden  at  Cincinnati,  October  15th,  5867.  Brother  Howard 
Mathews,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master’s  annual  address  is  short,  referring 
principally  to  local  matters.  Mention  is  made  of  the  death 
of  Brother  Platt  Benedick,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one  years ;  also  of  Grand  Senior  Deacon  Brother  Milton  L. 
Eider,  aged  thirty-one  years,  who,  during  their  whole  lives, 
had  exemplified  in  their  daily  walk  and  conversation,  the 
principles  and  teachings  of  Free  Masonry.  Beference  is  also 
made  of  the  growing  disposition  among  subordinate  Lodges 
to  seek  for  acts  of  incorporation  by  the  Legislature  ;  and  the 
idea  of  so  doing  or  desiring  it  done,  is  strongly  condemned. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  we 
make  the  following  extracts :  “In  the  course  of  our  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  various  proceedings,  we  have  been  struck  with 
the  many  conflicting  and  contradictory  decisions  on  ques¬ 
tions  of  Masonic  jurisprudence,  as  promulgated  by  different 
Grand  Masters  and  Grand  Lodges.”  “We  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  at  present  the  question  of  a  uniform  code 

of  Masonic  jurisprudence  is  of  more  real  importance  to  the 
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general  welfare  of  the  fraternity,  than  the  old  and  compara¬ 
tively  insignificant  question  of  uniformity  of  work.'7 

The  Committee  also  say :  “  This  year,  1867,  is  the  Third 
Semi-centennial  Anniversary  of  the  revival  of  Masonry.  On 
the  24th  of  d  une,  1717,  four  Lodges  in  the  city  of  London 
formed  the  first  Grand  Lodge,  and  elected  Brother  Anthony 
Sayer  the  first  Grand.  Master.  From  this  small  beginning 
came  all  The  Masonic  Lodges  and  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
world.77  u  One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  there  were  only 
four  Lodges  in  the  world,  all  located  in  the  city  of  London, 
blow  they  are  numbered  by  thousands,  scattered  through¬ 
out  the  civilized  world.77 

Number  of  Lodges,  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  ;  number 
of  members,  twenty  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Most  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
Michigan,  convened  at  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Detroit, 
on  the  second  Wednesday  of  January,  (8th,)  A.  L.  5868. 
M.  W.  S.  C.  Cofiinbury,  Grand  Master. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-one  Lodges  were  represented  by 
delegates.  The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form, 
whereupon  the  Grand  Master  delivered  his  address. 

In  reading  this  address  we  could  not  but  be  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  it  emanates  from  one  whose  soul  is  im¬ 
bued  with  the  beauties  of 'Masonry,  and  who  labors  in  his 
high  office  with  zeal  and  ability,  the  effects  of  which  enable 
him  to  say,  “that  during  the  past  year  prosperity  and  suc¬ 
cess  have  crowned  our  Masonic  labors.77  He  states,  u  That 
from  all  that  can  be  gathered  from  abroad,  it  appears  that 
Masonry  is  still  rising  in  importance  throughout  the  civil¬ 
ized  world,  that  our  institution  is  permanently  impressing 
itself  upon  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and  that  from  the 
Southern  States  mystic  voices  announce  that  our  sacred 
altar  is  again  erected  where  war  lately  spread  desolation  and 
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carnage,  *  *  *  reuniting  and  healing  np  the  broken 

and  disordered  social  elements.” 

The  Grand  Master  also  states  that  in  pursuance  of  an 
invitation  accepted,  the  Grand  Lodge  took  charge  of  the 
ceremonies  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Michigan  Sol¬ 
dier’s  Monument  about  to  he  erected  at  Detroit,  on  the  last 
Anniversary  of  American  Independence.  The  ceremonies 
of  which  were  very  imposing. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  also  gives  his  decisions 
on  many  questions  of  Masonic  law,  none  of  which  need  he 
stated,  as  all  of  them  have  long  since  been  decided  by  the 
proper  Masonic  authority  of  Pennsylvania. 

He  also  recommends  to  the  brethren  within  his  jurisdic¬ 
tion  the  promotion  of  Life  Insurance  Societies,  by  the  pay¬ 
ment  annually  of  small  sums  of  money  into  a  common  fund, 
so  that,  when  a  member  dies,  his  widow  or  legal  representa¬ 
tives  shall  receive  as  many  certain  sums  as  there  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  association. 

He  renews  at  great  length  the  action  “  of  a  Religious  Con¬ 
vention,”  so  called,  which  lately  assembled  in  Illinois,  for 
prayer  and  consultation  upon  the  following  topics : 

1.  The  relation  of  the  present  Secret  Orders  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion. 

2.  The  duty  of  professing  Christians  in  relation  to  them. 

3.  The  propriety  of  calling  a  Rational  Convention  upon 
the  subject. 

“But  as  this  Convention  closed  their  labors  by  adopting  a 
resolution  which  debars  from  the  Church  and  the  Sacrament 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  all  who  belong  to  Secret  Orders  or 
Societies ;  and  another  which  restrains  the  members  of  the 
Convention  from  supporting  any  one  for  an  office,  or  civil 
or  political  trust,  who  belongs  to  a  Secret  Order,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  would  dismiss  the  subject  by  merely  remarking,  ‘By 
their  fruits  you  shall  know  them.’  ” 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  urges  each  brother  to 
pursue  a  course  of  virtue  and  temperance,  and  remarks  that 
whilst  with  some  there  may  be  a  palliation  found  in  the  cir- 
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cnmstances  of  education  and  the  whole  surroundings  of  life, 
there  can  he  no  such  excuse  for  a  Mason,  because  “  he  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  high  and  honorable  men,  who  call  him  brother, 
and  encouraged  and  supported  in  well  doing  by  their  exam¬ 
ple.  They  guide  his  footsteps  to  a  fountain  of  purity,  and 
open  before  his  eyes  a  halo  of  ‘moral  light.  A  thousand 
influences  are  brought  to  hear  upon  his  conduct — a  thousand 
restraints  upon  his  moral  action.5’ 

He  also  states  that  during  the  last  year  he  has  granted 
eighteen  dispensations  for  new  Lodges. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  states  that  during  the 
past  year  he  has  visited  and  instructed  thirty  new  Lodges, 
acting  under  dispensations  and  charters,  and  has  visited  and 
supervised  the  work  of  about  forty  of  the  older  Lodges,  and 
lauds  the  wisdom  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  adopting  the 
“ National  System  of  Lectures  and  Work”  as  their  standard 
and  guide. 

Upon  a  full  survey  of  the  report,  we  cannot  avoid  coming 
to  the  conclusion  that  Masonry  is  in  a  flourishing  condition 
in  Michigan. 

Humber  of  Lodges,  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  ;  number 
of  members  not  given. 


MIHHESOTA. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota  held  its 
Fifteenth  Annual  Communication  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul, 
commencing  October  22d,  A.  H.  1867,  A.  L.  5867.  M.  W. 
C.  W.  Hash,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  annual  address,  states  that  he 
has  granted  twelve  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new 
Lodges  during  the  year  past. 

In  referring  to  the  distress  at  the  South,  the  Grand 
Master  says :  “  The  devastations  of  war,  the  disorganized 
condition  of  the  country,  and  the  almost  total  failure  of  the 
crops,  have  produced  very  great  suffering  and  destitution  in 
the  Southern  States.  More  than  sixty  thousand  persons 
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were  reduced  to  want  and  actual  starvation,  and  the  cry 
was  for  bread.  Our  duty  as  Masons  was  clear,  which  is  to 
feed  the  hungry  and  destitute,  to  clothe  the  naked,  to  soothe 
and  cherish  the  disconsolate,  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted, 
and  in  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  forgive  the  errors  of  the 
past,  remembering  that,  to  forget  is  noble,  to  forgive  divine, 
and  the  kind  offices  of  Masonry  are  fraught  with  Brotherly 
Love,  Charity,  Harmony ,  and  Peace  ” 

The  Grand  Master  then  states  that  he  issued  a  circular  to 
the  Lodges  and  brethren  in  his  jurisdiction,  and  we  are  glad 
to  find  that  “  the  appeal  was  not  in  vain,”  for  over  $2,800 
was  raised,  and  forwarded  for  distribution  to  those  in  need 
and  want  in  the  Southern  States. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  says :  “  While  I  speak 
memory  recalls  that  during  the  past  year  two  eminent 
Masons  have  passed  from  their  labors  here  below,  and  have 
been  summoned  to  that  undiscovered  country  from  whose 
bourne  no  traveller  returns.  Most  Worshipful  Brother  John 
L.  Goddard,  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  July  17th,  1867, 
in  Philadelphia,  aged  fifty-five  years,  and  Most  Worshipful 
Brother  George  Carlyle  Whiting,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  September  4th, 
1867,  aged  fifty-one  years.  By  the  death  of  Brother  John 
L.  Goddard,  the  fraternity  of  Pennsylvania  have  lost  an  ar¬ 
dent  friend,  and  the  Masonic  Order  at  large  one  of  its  most 
active  and  useful  members.  Peace  be  to  his  ashes.” 

A  special  Committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  suitable 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Minnesota  on  the  death  of  these  two  eminent  brethren,  who 
made  quite  a  lengthy  report,  from  which  we  extract  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

“  The  writer  knew  each  of  the  deceased  Most  Worshipful 
Brethren  for  many  years,  *  *  *  and  must  be  permitted 

to  say  that  the  eulogistic  remarks  of  our  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  are,  in  each  instance,  appropriate  and  well  deserved. 
In  conclusion  your  Committee  would  respectfully  offier  the 
following  resolutions : 


126 


a Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota  has  heard 
with  profound  regret  of  the  decease  of  those  eminent  Ma¬ 
sons,  the  M.  W.  John  L.  Goddard  of  Pennsylvania,  and  M. 
W.  George  C.  Whiting,  Grand  Master  of  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  high  appreciation  in 
which  their  memories  are  held  in  this  jurisdiction,  that  the 
Grand  Secretary  he  directed  to  devote  a  mourning  page  to 
each,  inscribed  with  his  name,  age,  and  Masonic  rank. 

u Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  our  printed  proceedings  he 
transmitted  to  the  families  of  the  deceased.” 

We  find  in  these  proceedings  nothing  else  of  special  im¬ 
portance  to  notice. 

Number  of  Lodges,  fifty-five ;  number  of  members  not 
given. 

KANSAS. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Kansas, 
convened  in  the  city  of  Leavenworth,  October  15t.h,  A.  D. 
1867,  A.  L.  5867.  M.  W.  M.  S.  Adams,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  says :  During  the  past 
year  I  have  issued  seventeen  dispensations  for  the  formation 
of  new  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  feelingly  refers  to  the  death  of  Jacob 
Saqui,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas, 
and  also  to  that  of  Brother  John  L.  Goddard,  late  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
upon  the  announcement  of  whose  death  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Kansas,  it  was 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  extends  its 
heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  which  mourns  the  loss  of  a  Grand  Master  who,  by 
iiis  virtue,  will  ever  be  kindly  remembered  by  many 
Brothers  of  this  jurisdiction.” 

The  Grand  Master,  in  referring  to  the  physical  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  candidates,  makes  the  following  remarks. 
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u  It  was  determined  in  the  early  history  of  the  Order  of 
Masonry,  when  operative  only,  that  the  candidate  must  be 
‘  a  man  free-horn,  of  mature  age,  and  of  good  report,  hale  and 
sound,  not  deformed  or  dismembered  at  time  of  making,’ 
yet  it  is  too  plainly  to  be  seen,  that  in  some  jurisdictions  this 
rule  has  been  fearfully  relaxed,  and  to  such  an  extent  that, 
in  some  instances,  candidates  having  such  deformities  or  in¬ 
firmities  as  prevent  them  from  assuming  the  proper  posi¬ 
tions  to  receive  the  degrees  have  nevertheless  been  in  some 
way  made  Masons,  notwithstanding  the  ancient  rule  on 
that  subject.  In  fact  within  the  past  few  weeks  I  have 
received  a  communication  from  a  chartered  Lodge  in  this 
jurisdiction  informing  me  that  they  had  elected  a  certain 
man  to  receive  the  degrees  of  Masonry  in  the  Lodge,  who 
had  anchylosed  knee-joints,  and  asking  for  a  dispensation, 
that  in  initiating,  passing  and  raising  the  candidate,  the 
usage  of  this  Order  might  he  waived  in  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  positions  which  the  candidate  is  unable  to  assume  on 
account  of  the  aforesaid  physical  defects.  I  felt  it  to  he 
my  duty  to  refuse  their  requests,  but  promised  to  lay  the 
matter  before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Communication.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  this  Grand  Lodge  pass  a 
resolution  making  it  imperative  on  the  subordinate  Lodges 
of  this  jurisdiction  to  observe  the  ancient  rule  in  all  its 
strictness,  rather  than  allow  such  innovations  as  that  con¬ 
templated  by  the  Lodge  referred  to.” 

Number  of  Lodges,  sixty -two ;  number  of  members, 
two  thousand  and  forty-two. 

NEBRASKA. 

We  have  received  from  this  section  of  Masonic  jurisdic¬ 
tion  a  pamphlet  of  five  hundred  and  four  pages,  handsomely 
printed,  containing  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  held  at 
the  city  of  Omaha,  on  September  23d,  1867,  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  a  Grand  Lodge  for  what  was  then  the  territory 
of,  but  now  the  State  of,  Nebraska,  and  a  report  of  the 
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proceedings  of  the  several  Annual  Communications  of  said 
Grand  Lodge,  for  the  years  A.  D.  1858  to  A.  L.  5868,  which 
shows  a  great  increase  both  in  the  number  of  brethren  and 
Lodges.  The  First  Annual  Communication  had  representa¬ 
tives  from  five  Lodges,  the  whole  membership  of  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  one  hundred  and  forty  Master  Masons.  The  Tenth 
Annual  Communication  held  at  Omaha,  on  the  19th  day  of 
June,  1867,  had  representatives  from  fifteen  Lodges,  the 
membership  of  the  Lodges  reported  numbering  six  hundred 
and  eighty-nine.  At  the  Fourth  Annual  Communication, 
held  at  Brownsville,  June  5th,  5860,  Brother  J.  T.  Kinney 
delivered  an  eloquent  oration.  We  extract  from  it  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Order  in  the  Territory, 
from  the  year  1855  to  the  year  1861 : 

/“In  1855,  the  seeds  of  our  Order  were  first  planted  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Missouri  river  (at  Bellevue)  by  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  devoted  brethren,  and  a  dispensation  granted  by  the 
^  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  with 
Brother  L.  B.  Kinney  as  its  Master.  The  country  being 
inhabited  mostly  by  Indians,  the  soil  was  very  unpropitious 
for  its  growth,  hut  it  was  fertilized  by  the  constant  care, 
labor,  and  expense,  of  faithful  brethren.  Hence,  we  find, 
in  the  said  territory,  within  six  years,  six  Lodges  organized 
and  successfully  at  work,  and  all  represented  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  its  Fifth  Annual  Communication.” 

‘In  another  portion  of  the  same  address,  the  objection  that 
Masonry  is  a  secret  society  is  answered  thus :  “  It  is  said, 
ours  is  a  secret  society.  This  is  a  stale  and  oft-repeated 
objection,  and  at  this  day  almost  unworthy  an  answer.  Go, 
objector,  and  lay  your  case  before  the  United  States  Senate. 
Keorganize  and  change  that  body,  as  that  is  a  secret  assem 
bly  whenever  engaged  in  executive  session.  When  you  have 
accomplished  this,  go  to  the  Presidential  mansion  and  break 
up  the  secret  Cabinet  meetings  ;  throw  open  the  doors  of  the 
White  House,  and  make  all  the  proceedings  of  the  President 
and  his  Cabinet  public.  When  you  are  engaged  in  your 
work  of  reform,  visit  all  the  Grand  Jury  rooms  in  the 
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country :  for  you  will  find  them  occupied  by  a  body  of  men 
who  have  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  conduct  all  their  delibera¬ 
tions  in  secret  and  keep  whatever  may  occur  before  them 
veiled  from  the  public  gaze.  Do  not  weary  in  well-doing,  or 
faint  while  engaged  in  a  supposed  good  cause ;  throw  open 
the  doors  that  lead  to  the  love-feast,  where  the  Spirit  of  the 
Most  High  is  often  copiously  manifested,  and  overthrow  the 
custom  of  our  Methodist  brethren.  In  the  prosecution  of 
your  efforts,  enter  and  destroy  the  secrecy  and  sanctity  of 
the  family  circle,  and  publish  them  upon  the  house-tops ; 
destroy  and  prevent  all  secret  correspondence,  and,  in  place 
of  allowing  people  to  think,  compel  them  to  talk  so  that 
every  thought  can  be  known.  When  you  have  overthrown 
all  the  secret  societies  and  constitutions  of  men,  and  exposed 
all  that  is  said,  done,  and  written,  to  the  hearing  of  the  whole 
world,  your  work  of  reform  has  scarcely  commenced.  So  far 
you  have  been  dealing  with  the  work  of  man.  The  Supreme 
Being  is  veiled  in  mystery.  His  ways  are  inscrutable,  and 
past  finding  out.  His  counsels  are  secret,  and  not  revealed 
to  the  children  of  men.” 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Tenth  Annual  Communication, 
held  at  Omaha,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1867,  Most  Worshipful 
R.  W.  Thomas,  Grand  Master,  in  his  annual  address,  says : 

“  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  announce  the  continued  pros¬ 
perity  and  advancement  of  Free  Masonry  in  Nebraska.  The 
annual  returns  of  the  Lodges  show  an  increased  gain  m6st 
gratifying.  Masonry,  throughout  the  land,  is  still  advancing 
with  giant  strides,  and  will  continue  its  onward  march  till 
time  shall  be  no  more.  Its  mission,  its  characteristics,  insure 
such  results.  The  unfortunate  rupture  in  our  government, 
it  is  true,  did  not  fail  in  its  withering  influence,  for  a  time, 
upon  the  institution.  War,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
blasts  all  within  its  reach ;  and  while  divisions  and  heart¬ 
burnings  may  have  arisen  between  Masons  in  the  sections 
of  the  country  for  a  time  hostile,  and  which  may  never  be 
healed,  yet,  during  a  war  so  bitterly  unjust,  Free  Masonry, 
like  God’s  angel  of  mercy,  hovered  over  many  battle-fields, 
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ministered  its  loving  charities,  relieved  suffering,  preserved 
the  ashes  of  honored  dead:  its  principles  of  brotherly  love 
did  stand  the  fiery  trial :  the  obligations,  to  which  all  swear 
fealty  who  bow  the  naked  knee  at  the  altar,  exhibited  a 
binding  force  strong  as  links  of  steel,  and,  in  many  ways 
and  instances,  the  majestic  character  and  regal  worth  of  the 
great  institution  was  proven.  Whatever  may  have  been, 
or  yet  may  be,  the  extent  of  estrangement,  let  no  healing 
efforts  he  spared.  By  acts  of  kindness,  relief,  and  brotherly 
love,  ‘quench  the  smoking  flax.5  Our  friends,  whose  homes 
have  been  desolated  by  war,  ask  for  bread  for  themselves 
and  families.  Let  Free  Masons  of  the  North,  whose  store¬ 
houses,  through  the  smiles  of  Providence,  are  well  filled, 
contribute  liberally  and  as  becomes  the  great  emergency.” 

On  the  subject  of  dispensation,  it  is  remarked: 

“  I  have  received  applications  almost  without  number, 
asking  special  dispensations,  permitting  Lodges  to  declare 
applications  for  initiation  and  degrees  in  cases  of  emergency, 
and  to  act  upon  them  without  the  usual  delay.  In  most 
cases  I  have  granted  the  dispensation,  provided,  ‘suitable 
proficiency  in  the  preceding  degree  be  made.’  I  have  done 
so,  however,  only  because  it  has  become  a  custom  in  this 
jurisdiction.  I  believe  it  to  be  wrong  in  principle  and  prac¬ 
tice,  even  a  violation  of  the  usages  of  the  Order  of  Free 
Masonry.  I  have  been  a  Mason  twenty-three  years,  and  I 
have  never  known  a  case  of  emergency  attended  with  good 
results.  *  *  *  It  is  an  imposition  both  upon  the  candidate 
and  the  Order.  I  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  pro¬ 
hibit  such  violation  by  positive  enactment.” 

The  Committee  on  Uniformity  of  Work  reported,  “  That 
six  years  ago  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska  adopted  the 
‘Webb  Work,’  more  properly  styled  the  ‘Ancient  York 
Work,’  as  the  genuine  work  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry.” 

“Having  satisfied  ourselves,  then,  of  the  authenticity  of 
that  work,  we  have  since  been  pursuing  our  labors  upon  the 
Masonic  edifice  unconscious  of  any  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  master  workmen  to  interfere  or  change  the  designs 
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then  placed  on  the  trestle-board  for  the  guidance  of  the  Craft. 
And  your  Committee  confidently  hope  there  is  now  no  desire 
to  remove  this  early  landmark  of  Masonry  in  Nebraska.” 

“When  Webb  received  his  Masonic  catechism  from  his 
English  teacher,  Preston,  over  seventy  years  since,  it  was 
recognized  as  the  true  ritual  by  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
United  States,  excepting  that  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  was 
imparted  to  the  subordinate  Lodges  throughout  the  land  by 
his  pupils- — Gleason,  Cross,  Barney,  Cushing,  and  others ; 
and  the  venerable  Samuel  Millson,  the  contemporary  of 
Webb  and  his  pupils,  still  lives  to  hear  testimony  to  the 
authenticity  of  the  ritual  as  preserved  in  the  State  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  in  which  he  was  formerly  Grand  Lecturer.” 

From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Orphans’  School, 
we  learn  that  measures  are  being  taken  to  form  an  institu¬ 
tion  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  deceased  Masons. 
The  Committee  recommend  “  the  Grand  Lodge  to  lay  a  tax 
upon  the  membership  in  the  State,  to  he  collected  and  paid 
as  other  dues  from  subordinate  Lodges,  and  to  he  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  set  apart  as  an  Educational  Fund,”  the  said 
tax  annually  to  he  assessed,  and  the  amount  of  the  tax  “  one 
dollar  upon  each  and  every  member  of  each  subordinate 
Lodge  in  the  State.” 

Appropriate  notice  is  also  taken  of  the  death  of  Brothers 
J ohn  L.  Goddard  and  William  H.  Adams,  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  we  find  a  memorial  page  devoted  to  each : 


IN  MEM  OR  I  AM. 

JOHN  L.  GODDARD, 

RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  GRAND  MASTER, 
GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
DIED,  JULY  17,  A.  L.  5867. 

Another  light  has  gone  ont. 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 
WILLIAM  H.  ADAMS, 

RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  GRAND  SECRETARY, 
GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 

DIED,  FEBRUARY  11,  A.  L.  5866. 

His  work  was  well  done. 


CALIFORNIA. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California,  was  held  at  San  Francisco  on  the  8th 
to  the  12th  of  October,  A.  L.  5867.  Most  Worshipful  Gil¬ 
bert  Burnet  Clairborne,  Grand  Master.  In  his  address, 
which  is  quite  a  business  paper,  he  gives  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  in  cases  of  the  formation  of  new  Grand  Lodges  out  of 
part  of  the  territory  formerly  belonging  to  old  ones,  as  was 
done  in  West  Virginia,  that  it  requires  the  assent  of  the 
majority  of  the  chartered  Lodges  in  our  own  dominion,  be¬ 
fore  in  it  a  new  Grand  Lodge  can  he  established,  such 
majority  not  to  he  less  than  three  chartered  Lodges,  and 
that  the  Lodges  presuming  to  assume  and  exercise  sove¬ 
reign  powers,  shall  have  first  honestly  discharged  themselves 
of  former  allegiance. 

On  the  subject  of  the  recognition  of  persons  made  Masons 
in  Soldiers’  Lodges,  he  lays  down  the  following  rule  for  the 
guidance  of  subordinate  Lodges :  “  As  a  condition  prece¬ 
dent  to  examination,  proof  shall  be  required  under  seal  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  from  which  the  dispensation  emanated, 
that  the  Lodge  from  which  the  applicant  hails  was  legally 
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established  under  the  laws  of  such  jurisdiction,  and  that  his 
name  is  borne  upon  the  roll  of  members.” 

From  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  the  catalogue 
appended  to  the  report,  it  appears  that  California  has  a 
Grand  Lodge  Library,  consisting  of  purely  Masonic  works, 
numbering  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  bound  volumes, 
and  it  is  said  “  to  be  the  largest  library  of  purely  Masonic 
works  to  be  found  on  the  continent.” 

From  the  reports  of  the  several  Standing  Committees,  w^e 
have  full  evidence  that  the  Order  is  in  a  flourishing  condi¬ 
tion  in  California.  Twelve  years  ago  they  had  but  seventy- 
eight  subordinate  Lodges,  now  they  have  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two.  Then  the  membership  was  about  twenty-six  hun¬ 
dred,  now  it  is  seven  thousand  and  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight.  Then  the  receipts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  were  very 
small,  now  they  amount  (or  did  during  the  last  year)  to  the 
sum  of  nineteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

The  report  contains  a  list  of  all  the  Grand  Officers  elected 
since  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California,  on 
the  18th  of  April,  A.  L.  5850,  to  the  present  time. 

OREGOK 

“  The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Oregon ,”  commenced  its  Eighteenth 
Annual  Communication  at  the  Masonic  Hall  in  the  city  of 
Portland,  on  Monday,  22d  of  June,  A.  L.  5868.  Most 
Worshipful  Aveny  A.' Smith,  Grand  Master. 

In  the  Grand  Master’s  address,  in  speaking  of  the  causes 
which  should  be  the  subject  of  Masonic  discipline,  he  says : 
“  There  can  be  no  question  in  the  mind  of  any  intelligent 
Mason  in  Oregon,  that  habitual  drunkenness  and  gambling 
are  offences  which  not  only  warrant,  but  demand ,  the  judi¬ 
cious  exercise  of  Masonic  discipline.” 

The  Grand  Master  also  refers  to  a  vice  which  he  fears  is 
too  common  among  Masons,  in  the  following  language:  “I 
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am  also  sorry  to  say,  brethren,  that  profanity  has  been  and 
is  now  indulged  in  by  many  members  of  the  Masonic  insti¬ 
tution,  to  such  an  extent  that  my  attention  has  been  called 
to  it  in  and  out  of  the  Order.  This  evil,  so  prevalent  at  the 
present  time,  should  receive  the  consideration  of  this  and  all 
other  Grand  Lodges  of  Masons,  if  they  would  exert  that 
moral  power  and  influence  which  the  intelligent,  the  good, 
the  true  in  society,  should  wield  over  others,  and  which 
Masons  should  seek  above  all  things  else.  A  Mason  who 
believes  it  right  for  him  to  curse  and  swear,  and  utter  the 
name  of  God  in  any  other  manner  than  with  awe  and  rever¬ 
ence,  due  from  the  creature  to  his  Creator,  ignores  the  moral 
law  and  is  false  to  his  professions  and  his  duty,  and  is  of 
greater  injury  to  Masonry  than  all  the  anti-Masons  in  the 
world,  with  all  their  slanderous  interpretations.  *  *  * 

Then  let  me  admonish  you  to  wipe  away  from  the  institu¬ 
tion  the  reproach  from  this  time  onward,  by  saying  to  the 
profane,  when  they  approach  the  threshold  of  our  Mystic 
Temple,  Thus  far  thou  mayest  go,  and  no  farther.” 

Our  Uncle  Toby  said :  “  Our  army  swore  terribly  in  Flan¬ 
ders.”  We  fear  our  Oregon  brethren  have  followed  its  bad 
example. 

The  Grand  Master  also  refers  to  the  death  of  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  following  words : 

“  During  the  past  year  another  of  our  esteemed  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Past  Grand  Secretary  C.  J.  Tren chard, 
has  been  called  from  his  labors  here,  to  render  an  account 
of  his  stewardship  to  the  Grand  Master  above.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  this  dispensation  may  be  sanctified  to  our  good, 
and  that  we  may  all  consider  that  in  the  midst  of  life  we 
are  in  death.”  We  find  on  the  memorial  page  the  following 
inscription : 

0.  J.  TREUCHARD, 

Past  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon , 

Born,  June  20th,  A.  D.  1827,  in  Kent  County,  Maryland. 

Died,  October  6th,  A.  D.  1867,  at  Astoria,  Oregon, 

Aged  40  tears. 
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The  remainder  of  the  proceedings  are  devoted  to  matters 
of  local  interest. 

dumber  of  Lodges,  forty-five ;  number  of  members,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  three. 


NEVADA. 

The  Third  Annual  Grand  Communication  was  held  on 
the  17th  day  of  September,  A.  L.  5867,  M.  TV.  John  C.  Cur¬ 
rie,  Grand  Master,  with  representatives  of  nine  warranted 
Lodges,  and  delegates  from  one  Lodge  under  dispensation. 

In  the  commencement  of  his  address  the  Grand  Master 
feelingly  refers  to  the  letter  received  from  R.  TV  Grand 
Master  Richard  Vaux,  A.  Y.  M.,  hearing  date  July  23, 
A.  L.  5867,  announcing  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
R.  TV.  Brother  John  L.  Goddard,  Grand  Master  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

But  one  decision  of  importance  is  recorded,  viz. :  “  Charges 
had  been  preferred  against  a  brother  for  unmasonic  conduct, 
and  a  commission  of  seven  members  was  appointed  to  try 
him.  In  the  meantime  he  had  fled  from  justice.  Notice 
was  sent  to  him  by  private  hand,  which  notice  had  failed 
to  reach  him.  He  was  subsequently  caught,  tried  by  civil 
tiibunal,  and  found  guilty  of  the  offence  which  constituted 
the  charge  of  unmasonic  conduct.  Pending  these  proceed¬ 
ings  three  of  the  commissioners  had  left  the  jurisdiction, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge  was  absent  from  the  State. 

The  question  was,  4  How  are  we  to  proceed  V  My  reply  was 
as  follows : 

44 1.  The  summons  may  he  served  upon  him  personally, 
though  in  prison ;  and  though  he  may  not  be  able  to  appear 

in  pemon,  he  can,  if  he  sees  fit,  appear  before  the  commission 
by  attorney. 

44  2.  A  majority  of  the  commissioners  can  act. 

44  3.  T  ou  can  appoint  a  secretary  pro  tem. 

4.  All  the  evidence  needed  is  the  record  of  his  conviction 
in  th£  civil  court.” 
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The  following  observation  is  noticeable :  “  I  have  granted 
no  dispensation  for  new  Lodges.  The  growth  of  our  Fra¬ 
ternity  here,  fortunately,  is  gradual,  and  so  far  as  my  knowl¬ 
edge  extends,  is  a  healthful  one.  This  being  the  case,  new 
members  assimilate  more  readily  with  the  older  brethren, 
and  the  result  is  a  greater  unity,  with  less  liability  to  dis¬ 
cord  and  confusion  among  the  workmen.” 

Brother  Robert  H.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  on  Corres¬ 
pondence,  presented  the  report  of  that  committee,  in  which  the 
following  reference  to  Pennsylvania  is  made :  “  The  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  hand 
of  Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  and  is  a  well-prepared,  court¬ 
eous,  and  dignified  paper.  The  plan  of  preparation  of  this  re¬ 
port  is  unique.  First  comes  a  file  list  of  proceedings  received, 
&c.  No  review  is  had  of  the  proceedings  received,  under 
the  name  of  each  jurisdiction  specially;  hut  general  subjects 
are  taken  up  and  discussed,  and  the  course  or  action  of  the 
several  jurisdictions  thereon  is  grouped,  so  to  speak,  each 
subject  by  itself,  in  one  part  of  the  report.  The  plan  has 
several  advantages,  the  most  obvious  of  which  are,  the  pre- 
sentation  of  a  subject  at  one  view,  instead  of  several  detached 
and  scattered  notices,  and  the  bringing  of  the  report  within 
a  much  smaller  compass  than  is  usually  occupied  by  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Correspondence.  On  the  other  hand,  it  curtails 
the  range  of  notice ,  comment  and  argument,  and  excludes  the 
reproduction  of  many  beautiful  thoughts  with  which  the 
pages  of  their  reports  are  generally  embellished.”  After  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  Portland  donation,  the  report  concludes :  “  And 
we  close  our  review  with  the  fervent  prayer — God  bless  the 

NOBLE-HEARTED  BRETHREN  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  1  ” 

Number  of  Lodges,  ten ;  Master  Masons,  seven  hundred 
and  five  ;  initiated,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

TERRITORY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  Territory  of  Washington  was  held  on  the  18th  of 
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September,  A.  L.  5867.  M.  W.  Thomas  M.  Peed,  Grand 
Master. 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  we  copy  the  fol¬ 
lowing  :  “  A  case  came  up  in  Port  Townsend  Lodge,  the 
circumstances  of  which  I  will  briefly  give.  A  party  claim¬ 
ing  to  have  received  the  decrees  of  Masonry  several  years 
ago  in  Pennsylvania,  and  never  having  had  an  opportunity 
of  visiting  a  Lodge,  or  of  making  himself  proficient  in  the 
work  and  lectures,  applied  for  admission  as  a  visitor,  with 
a  view  of  affiliating  with  the  Lodge,  if  found  worthy,  but 
upon  trial  could  not  pass  the  requisite  examination- — in  fact, 
had  forgotten  nearly  all  he  ever  knew  about  Masonry,  hence 
was  denied  admission.  But  not  being  disposed  to  remain  in 
this  embarrassing  position,  he  at  once,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge,  communicated  with  the  Lodge 
in  Pennsylvania  wherein  he  alleged  he  was  made  a  Mason, 
and  in  response  received  therefrom  a  certificate ,  under  seal  of 
the  Lodge,  that  he  (or  a  man  bearing  his  name)  was  duly 
entered,  passed  and  raised  therein  at  a  certain  date,-— all 
which  corresponded  with  the  statements  of  the  party  him¬ 
self.  The  question  then  submitted  for  discussion  was:  “  Can 
the  Lodge  receive  him  as  a  visitor,  on  the  strength  of  the 
certificate,  without  the  usual  examination  ?”  *  *  *  Th e 

general  law  of  Masonry  is,  that  without  proper  personal 
avouchment,  the  applicant  must  undergo  ‘  strict  trial  and 
due  examination/  and  thus  prove  himself  worthy  before  ad¬ 
mission.  Neither  a  certificate,  demit,  nor  diploma,  is  of  itself 
any  Masonic  evidence  of  the  identity  of  the  holder,  or  that 
he  is  in  any  degree  legally  qualified  to  visit  a  Lodge  of  Ma¬ 
sons.  There  must  be  corroborative  testimony  sufficient  to 
remove  all  doubts,  and  to  prove  the  genuineness  of  the  cer¬ 
tificate  and  personal  identity  of  the  party  claiming  its  ben¬ 
efit,  before  it  becomes  of  any  real  value.  Is  or  is  this  sufficient. 
It  only  adds  some  degree  of  evidence,  which  must  have  its 
due  weight  and  bearing  on  a  personal  examination,”  &c. 

“  In  order  to  aid  the  Lodge  in  the  disposition  of  this  case, 
I  suggest  that  a  committee  be  authorized  to  examine  the 
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party  in  the  three  degrees  of  Masonry — that  the  examina¬ 
tion  be  open,  free  and  unrestrained  on  his  part,  without  any 
promptings  by  the  committee ;  and  if,  upon  such  examina¬ 
tion,  coupled  with  the  other  facts  in  evidence,  they  were 
fully  satisfied  of  his  identity,  and  of  his  having  been  entered, 
passed  and  raised  in  a  regular  Lodge  of  Masons,  and  remains 
in  good  standing,  he  should  he  admitted  and  have  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  all  needful  information  in  those  points  wherein  he 
may  have  proved  deficient.” 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  do  not  report  any  re¬ 
view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  but  afterwards  there  appears  the  following  resolution, 
introduced  by  Bro.  Evans,  and  unanimously  adopted : 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  due 
to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  beauti¬ 
ful  copy  of  their  proceedings,  presented  through  P.  W. 
Bro.  Richard  Vaux,  Grand  Representative  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  we  renew  the  occasion  to  express  our  thanks  to 
that  Representative  for  his  active  interest  in  the  Grand 
Lodge.” 

Rumber  of  Lodges,  twelve ;  Master  Masons,  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy;  Initiated,  twenty-five. 

IDAHO  TERRITORY. 

We  have  received  the  proceedings  of  a  Convention  held 
at  Idaho  City,  in  the  Territory  of  Idaho,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
for  said  Territory.  Representatives  were  present  from  three 
Lodges  chartered  by  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon,  and  one  by  and  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
Washington  Territory. 

The  Convention  was  duly  organized  by  calling  Past  Mas¬ 
ter  George  H.  Coe  to  the  Chair  and  appointing  Past  Master 
P.  E.  Edmondson,  Secretary.  A  Lodge  of  Master  Masons 
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being  opened  in  due  form,  Most  Worshipful  George  Id.  Coe 
was  elected  Grand  Master;  Brother  P.  E.  Edmondson, 
Grand  Secretary,  and  other  brothers  Grand  Senior  and 
J unior  Wardens  and  Beacons  ;  after  which  the  usual  com¬ 
mittees  were  appointed. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
Oregon  was,  with  the  necessary  alterations,  adopted  as  the 
Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Resolutions  were  passed 
directing  the  Grand  Secretary  to  correspond  with  the  Grand 
Masters  and  Grand  Secretaries  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  and  inform  them  of 
the  organization  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  that  the  charters 
under  which  the  respective  Lodges  are  now  acting  be  re¬ 
turned  as  soon  as  they  can  be  replaced  by  charters  from  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  also  “j Resolved]  That  the  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  be  ordered  to  have  one  fmndred  copies  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Convention  and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  printed ; 
and  that  he  send  one  to  each  Grand  Secretary,  and  request 
a  copy  of  their  proceedings  in  return.” 

We  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
recognize  the  newly-formed  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho,  and 
enter  into  Masonic  relations  with.  her. 

COLORADO. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Col¬ 
orado  met  on  the  first  Monday,  being  the  7th  of  October, 
A.  L.  586/.  Most  Worshipful  Chase  Withrow,  Grand 
Master. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  Master  says:  “Many  things 
denote  the  prosperity  of  the  institution.  I  am  afraid  it  is 
becoming  too  popular  for  its  own  prosperity.  Petitions  for 
new  Lodges  in  places  which  have  just  sprung  up,  or  that 
have  received  a  fresh  start  from  some  sudden  freak  of  for¬ 
tune,  are  frequently  presented.  Those  presented  to  me  I 
have  almost  invariably  refused,  thinking  a  little  delay  in 
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the  matter  could  work  no  possible  harm  to  them,  and  might 
he  best  for  the  institution.  Popularity  and  prosperity  are 
not  synonymous  terms.  When  so  much  work  is  done  in 
such  haste,  some  of  it  must  be  badly  done.” 

And  again :  “  Brethren,  Masonry  is  getting  to  be  too 
much  of  a  machine ;  it  is  treated  as  though  it  consisted 
merely  of  forms  and  ceremonies.  This  should  not  be. 
Masters  of  Lodges  should  strive  to  make  their  meetings  in¬ 
teresting  and  attractive.  Mere  forms  of  ritual,  no  matter 
how  quaint  or  unusual,  become  stale  when  nothing  else  is 
heard  night  after  night.  Mere  making  of  Masons  or  con¬ 
ferring  degrees  is  not  all  of  Masonry.  Ours  is  intended  to 
be  a  social  institution ;  it  is  intended  to  cultivate  and  ma¬ 
ture  the  intellectual  as  well  as  the  moral  features  of  man’s 
character.  Masters  should  be  selected  who  are  competent 
to  instruct  their  Lodges  in  something  more  than  the  ritual.’ 

*  *  *  *  “  Something  ought  to  be  done  to  attract  to  the 
Lodge  brethren  who  can  instruct  us.  We  have  such  men 
in  the  Order  who  would  be  glad  to  devote  a  small  part  of 
their  time  to  imparting  instruction  upon  Masonic  subjects, 
which  are  not  now  thought  of  by  a  large  part  of  our  Masons.” 

There  appear  to  be  nine  working  Lodges  in  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  and  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  members ;  increase 
of  members,  ninety-seven. 

CANADA. 

We  have  received  the  proceedings  of  an  Especial  Com¬ 
munication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  held  at  the  city 
of  Ottawa ;  also  at  its  Twelfth  Annual  Communication, 
held  at  the  city  of  Kingston,  on  the  10th  day  of  July,  A.  L. 
5867.  William  Meson,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  says :  “  The  Koyal  Pro¬ 
clamation,  which  gave  light  and  power  to  the  great  work  in 
which  our  statesmen  have  been  so  long  engaged,  has  been 
issued  by  our  most  gracious  Sovereign,  and  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  takes  her  position  among  the  powers  of  the  earth. 
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Tills  binding  together  of  the  scattered  fragments  of  an  em¬ 
pire  by  closer  union,  not  only  doubles  our  material  strength 
but  our  moral  influence  also,  and  must  exercise  a  powerful 
effect  in  knitting  still  more  closely  the  tie  of  reverence  and 
affection  which  binds  us  to  our  beloved  motherland.” 

On  the  subject  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  having  Provin¬ 
cial  Grand  Lodges  in  each  Province,  the  Grand  Master 
says :  “  I  readily  admit  that  there  is  something  peculiarly 
pleasing  in  the  idea  of  uniting  all  the  members  of  our 
Fraternity,  who  reside  in  the  various  Provinces  now  con¬ 
federated  together,  into  one  Grand  Body,  and  while  contem¬ 
plating  also  the  probability  of  important  territorial  additions 
still  to  be  made  to  the  new  Dominion,  I  must  confess  that  I 
entertain  grave  doubts  whether  a  union  embracing  such  an 
immense  extent  of  country  would  have  a  tendency  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  best  interests  of  Masonry  on  the  continent.  In 
Great  Britain,  as  you  are  well  aware,  there  is  no  General 
Grand  Lodge,  and  in  the  neighboring  Pepublic  each  State 
has  a  Grand  Lodge  which  exercises  supreme  Masonic  autho¬ 
rity  in  her  own  jurisdiction.  In  the  year  1859,  the  subject 
of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  for  the  TJ  nitecl  States  was  brought 
before  a  committee  of  Grand  Officers  for  consideration,  and 
by  referring  to  my  address  of  that  year  you  will  find  that  I, 
at  that  time,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  creation  of  a 
General  Grand  Lodge,  having  jurisdiction  over  the  several 
States  of  the  Union,  would  neither  be  expedient  nor  de¬ 
sirable.” 

The  next  subject  referred  to  is  the  establishment  of  a 
Masonic  Asylum,  which  is  opposed,  but  the  erection  of  a 
building  for  Grand  Lodge  purposes  is  advocated,  though  it 
is  advised  that  before  it  is  commenced  it  should  be  deter¬ 
mined  whether  “  our  boundaries  are  to  be  enlarged,  or 
whether  our  jurisdiction  is  to  remain  as  at  present.”  Any 
change  in  the  lex  non  scripta  of  Masonry  is  opposed,  because 
u  a  system  which  has  come  down  to  us  from  our  fathers  in 
the  mystic  art  is  not  to  be  rashly  interfered  or  tampered 
with ;  and  if,  through  inadvertence,  or  because  it  seemed 
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more  consistent  with  our  modern  notions,  any  change  has 
crept  in,  I  would  gladly  favor  an  immediate  return  to  the 
old  paths  and  traditions  of  our  Order,  for  as  an  ancient 
writer  quaintly  remarks,  4  They  are  the  chronicles,  the  reg¬ 
isters  of  the  age  they  were  made  in,  and  speak  the  truth  of 
history  better  than  a  hundred  of  your  printed  communica¬ 
tions/  ”  The  Grand  Master  also  states  that  he  has  made 
arrangements  for  an  exchange  of  representations  with  the 
several  other  Grand  Bodies  with  whom  his  Grand  Lodge 
have  not  heretofore  been  in  communication,  namely,  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Kansas,  and  the  Grand 
Orients  of  Cuba,  Brazil,  New  Grenada,  Venezuela,  Uruguay, 
Portugal,  Mexico,  Italy,  and  Chili. 

Their  finances  seem  to  be  in  a  good  condition  as  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  which  shows  the 
amount  of  cash  and  assets  to  be  $22,759.67. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  report  having  received 
the  proceedings  of  thirty-five  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United 
States,  but  make  no  mention  of  the  receipt  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

Initiations  for  the  past  year,  eleven  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  ;  passed,  for  the  past  year,  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  ;  raised,  for  the  past  year,  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  ;  number  of  members,  seven  thousand. 

ENGLAND. 

1.  The  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  United  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  England, 
holden  at  Free  Mason’s  Hall,  London,  March  4th,  1868. 
The  Bight  Honorable  the  Earl  De  Grey  and  Bipon,  Deputy 
Grand  Master  as  Grand  Master. 

The  main  feature  of  the  proceedings  was  the  re-election, 
“  with  only  one  dissentient,”  of  the  Bight  Honorable  Thomas 
Dundas,  Earl  of  Zetland,  Baron  Dundas,  of  Aske,  in  the 
county  of  York,  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  Custos  Botulorum  of 
the  North  Biding  of  Yorkshire,  K.  T.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  who 
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was  proclaimed  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year,  and  saluted  according  to  ancient  form.  The 
present  year  completing  the  quarter  century  of  his  term  of 
office,  it  was  moved  and  carried  that  a  just  tribute  of  respect 
be  paid  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Victor  A.  Williamson,  Past  Grand  Master,  moved 
“  that  a  grant  of  one  hundred  guineas  he  made  out  of  the 
fund  of  general  purposes  to  the  Palestine  Exploration 
Fund.”  The  Palestine  Exploration  Fund  was  connected 
with  a  society  for  the  scientific  investigation  of  the  archae¬ 
ology,  geology,  physical  geography,  and  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  Holy  Land,  in  connection  with  Biblical  his¬ 
tory.  He  considered  that  anything  which  had  for  its  object 
the  fuller  elucidation  and  illustration  of  the  Holy  Volume, 
u  anything  that  would  enable  us  more  fully  to  appreciate  and 
realize  the  wonderful  events  which  had  happened  in  the 
Holy  Land,  would  he  entitled  to  the  esteem  and  support  of 
Masons  more  particularly,  for  there  was  nothing  that  Masons 
were  more  proud  of  than  to  trace  their  origin  hack  to  those 
great  men  of  old,  who,  under  the  direction  of  King  Solomon, 
raised  that  wonderful  building,  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem. 
Yet,  in  spite  of  the  elaborate  description  of  its  details  in  the 
sacred  volume,  and  in  the  history  of  Josephus,  nothing  was 
really  known  of  its  architecture  and  its  general  style. 
Eighteen  hundred  years  ago  it  was  predicted  that  the  tem¬ 
ple  should  he  destroyed,  that  not  one  stone  should  be  left 
upon  another.  The  prophecy  has  been  fulfilled  with  awful 
accuracy.  The  temple  lies  buried  in  its  own  ruins — in  the 
ruins  of  no  less  than  seventeen  different  sieges ;  and  the 
limits  and  features  of  the  ancient  city,  though  strongly  de¬ 
fined  by  nature,  have  been  absolutely  obliterated,  and  can 
only  be  traced  by  digging  forty,  fifty,  and,  in  some  places, 
one  hundred  feet  deep,  before  the  line  of  the  pavement  of 
the  ancient  city  can  he  reached.  It  is  to  remove  this  veil  of 
obscurity  that  this  society  is  now  concentrating  its  chief 
energies,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  would  be  placing  itself  in  a 
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false  position,  would  be  repudiating  all  Masonic  traditions, 
if  it  did  not  aid  and  assist  in  this  cause.” 

“  The  person  who  is  superintending  the  excavations  on  the 
spot,  is  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Order,  Brother  Charles 
Warren,  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  a  Past  Master  of  a  Lodge, 
and  a  P.  E.  P.  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  Brother  Warren, 
by  his  judgment  and  discretion,  had  conciliated  the  good¬ 
will  of  all  classes  of  people  out  there,  and  had  overcome  the 
religious  prejudices  among  the  inhabitants,  which,  for  cen¬ 
turies,  had  prevented  strangers  from  ever  setting  foot  on 
those  places  where  the  excavations  were  now  being  carried 
on.”  Carried  unanimously. 

2.  Proceedings  at  the  Annual  Grand  Festival,  holden  at 
Free  Mason’s  Hall,  London,  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1868. 
The  Right  Honorable,  the  Earl  of  Zetland,  K.  T.,  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  on  the  Throne. 

The  Grand  Master  drew  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  the  wicked  attempt  that  had  been  made  on  the  life  of  His 
Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  in  one  of  the  dis¬ 
tant  colonies  of  the  Crown,  and  that,  too,  at  a  moment  when 
His  Royal  Highness  was  assisting  at  a  work  of  charity.  His 
Lordship  moved  that  a  loyal  address  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  the  Queen,  expressing  the  abhorrence  felt  by  the 
members  of  the  Craft  at  the  dastardly  attack  that  had  been 
made  on  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  and  of  congratulation  that 
the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  had  been  mercifully 
pleased  to  spare  the  life  of  His  Royal  Highness. 

In  conformity  with  the  resolution  then  adopted,  an  ad¬ 
dress  was  drawn  up,  transcribed  on  vellum,  signed  by  the 
Most  W orshipful  Grand  Master  and  the  Right  W orshipful 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  countersigned  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  Home  Depart¬ 
ment,  to  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty. 
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To  tlie  address  the  following  answer  was  received: 

“  My  Lord  : 

“  I  have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  Queen  the  loyal 
and  dutiful  address  of  the  Grand  Master^  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  officers  and  brethren  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  England,  in  reference  to  the 
atrocious  attempt  upon  the  life  of  His  Loyal  Highness,  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh,  and  I  beg  to  inform  your  Lordship  that 
Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  receive  the  address  very  gra¬ 
ciously. 

u  I  am,  my  Lord, 

“  Your  Lordship’s  obedient  servant, 

“  Gathome  Hardy.” 

The  Earl  of  Zetland, 

19  Arlington  St.,  S.  W. 

3.  Quarterly  Communication,  holden  at  Free  Yrason’s 
Hall,  London,  on  June  3d,  1868.  The  Right  Honorable 
the  Earl  of  Zetland,  K.  T.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  on  the 
Throne. 

The  Board  of  General  Purposes  reported  some  important 
questions,  which  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
one  of  which  was,  that  it  appeared  by  the  returns  made  by 
the  Jordan  Lodge,  Ho.  201,  London,  that  more  than  five 
candidates  for  Free  Masonry  had  been  initiated  in  that 
Lodge  in  one  and  the  same  day,  without  having  obtained  a 
dispensation  for  so  doing.  And  not  only  were  seven  candi¬ 
dates  initiated  on  the  same  day,  hut  they  were  all  intro¬ 
duced  and  obligated  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Brother  the  Rev.  W.  X.  Reland  Bedford,  Past  Grand 
Chaplain,  defended  the  custom  as  being  one  practised  in 
some  Lodges,  and  denied  that  there  was  any  tradition  or 
unwritten  law  forbidding  the  practice,  and  contended  that 
when  King  Solomon  initiated  his  Masons  he  did  not  stop  to 
consider  that  it  was  necessary  to  obligate  them  one  by  one. 
The  acting  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Brother  J.  Havers,  oh- 
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served  that  the  days  of  King  Solomon  had  long  gone  by, 
and  that  the  practice  in  those  days  might  he  hardly  so 
judicious  and  suited  for  adoption  at  the  present  time.  The 
discussion  resulted  in  the  suspension  of  the  offending  Lodge. 

4.  An  Especial  Grand  Lodge,  holden  at  the  Palatine  Hall, 
Lancaster,  on  June  17th,  1868,  for  laying  the  foundation 
stone  of  the  Koyal  Albert  Asylum  for  idiots  and  imbeciles 
of  the  Horthern  counties.  Present,  the  Eight  Honorable 
the  Earl  of  Zetland,  K.  T.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Hartington,  M.  P.  Prov.  Grand  Master  for  Derby¬ 
shire,  as  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

5.  An  Especial  Grand  Lodge,  holden  at  Free  Mason’s 
Hall,  London,  July  1st,  1868.  A  Grand  Lodge  of  Emer¬ 
gency.  The  Eight  Honorable,  the  Earl  of  Zetland,  Grand 
Master,  on  the  Throne. 

Eev.  Eobert  J.  Simpson,  Grand  Chaplain,  moved  for  a 
Committee  “  to  carry  out  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Quar¬ 
terly  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  4th  of  March 
last,  in  reference  to  the  celebration  of  the  Twenty-fifth  An¬ 
niversary  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master’s  accession 
to  office  as  Grand  Master  of  England.” 

Brother  Simpson  prefaced  his  motion,  by  saying :  u  He 
would  only  further  observe  that  he  thought  this  a  fitting 
occasion  on  which  might  he  shown  to  the  world  the  solution 
of  the  problem,  which  probably  had  never  before  been  shown, 
whereby  men  of  all  political  and  religious  opinions,  men  of 
the  highest  and  lowest  rank,  men  of  every  class  in  society, 
can  meet  together  for  a  great  and  holy  purpose,  possessed 
with  a  national  spirit,  possessed  with  a  religious  character, 
possessed  also  with  allegiance  to  the  sovereign  of  our  native 
land,  and  affection  and  regard  for  the  Chief  of  our  great 
Order.  It  was  a  delightful  and  happy  thing  to  feel  that  all 
had  met  here  together  without  compromise  of  principle,  yet 
on  one  common  ground,  and  that  all  unite  in  paying  respect 
to  our  Grand  Master,  and,  in  fact,  act  on  those  old  princi- 
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pies  that  have  been  consecrated  by  the  prestige  of  eighteen 
centuries : — Honor  all  men,  love  the  brotherhood,  fear  God, 
honor  the  King.*’ 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  Committee  chosen,  u  with 
power  to  add  to  their  number.” 

FRAHCE. 

W e  have  received  the  “  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  Official  Journal  of  French  Masonry,”  for  the  months 
of  ^November  and  December,  1867,  and  January,  February, 
and  March,  1868. 

It  appears  that  the  French  Lodges  are  in  trouble,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  ecclesiastical  interference.  In  the  January  number 
of  the  Bulletin,  the  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Council 
of  the  Order,  of  the  23d  of  December,  shows  that  a  Lodge 
called  u  Les  vrais  amis  reunis  a  1*0.  de  Bedarieux,”  had  been 
closed,  (mise  en  sommeil.)  A  brother  inquired  the  cause  of 
the  closing  of  the  Temple  of  Bedarieux.  The  reply  was  that 
“  it  was  principally  owing  to  the  manoeuvres  and  calumnies 
of  the  clergy,  which  have  been  such,  in  the  country,  that 
they  have  brought  disunion  in  families,  and  that  the  vet¬ 
erans  themselves  of  Masonry  dare  not  avow  themselves  F ree 
Masons.”  But  the  Worshipful  of  the  Lodge  uses  the  follow¬ 
ing  bold  language : 

“  But  if  we  are  for  the  time  on  the  ground,  we  are  not 
yet  quite  annihilated;  and  if  it  please  God,  we  will  rise  up 
again  one  day,  and  have  the  conviction  stronger  and  more 
earnest  on  account  of  the  struggle.  W e  will  erect  then  our 
Temple  upon  a  basis  so  solid,  that  it  will  not  more  he  possi¬ 
ble  to  overthrow,  or  even  to  shake  it.” 

M.  l’ahhe  de  Segur,  at  Amiens,  having  published  a  pam¬ 
phlet  against  Free  Masons,  in  the  December  number  of  the 
Bulletin  are  presented  “  many  facts,  showing,  in  former 
times,  a  different  ’  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  church 
towards  Masonry.”  “  These  facts  speak  for  themselves,  and 
show  how  the  regular  clergy  of  1774  differed  in  opinion  with 
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the  secular  clergy  of  1867.”  A  long  list  of  Masons  is  given, 
comprising  many  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  church 
and  state.  The  paper  was  prepared  by  M.  Houssioux,  and 
published  first  in  the  Journal  d’Amiens.  He  says:  “We 
will  not  reply  to  M.  l’abbe,  we  will  only  show  how  the  dig¬ 
nitaries  of  the  Homan  Church  have  changed  their  opinion 
of  us ;  and  how  their  language  differs  from  that  of  M.  l’abbe 
de  Segur.”  “  Hear  le  R.  P.  Roth,  a  distinguished  preacher, 
and  member  of  an  order  of  monks,  ( religieux  minime ,)  orator 
of  the  Lodge,  in  his  discourse  of  the  24th  of  April,  1774. 
This  passage  is  remarkable:  4  Such  is,  in  effect,  the  essential 
spirit  of  Masonry,  its  temple  is  the  emblem  of  wisdom,  dis¬ 
cretion  is  its  base,  charity  the  frontispiece,  liberty  the  device, 
equality  the  support,  the  spirit  of  dominion  has  no  entrance 
there,  no  pretension  is  there  admitted.  Would  that  the 
spirit  that  animates  me  might  inflame  the  hearts  of  all  Ma¬ 
sons  to  understand  and  propagate  the  glory  and  happiness 
of  Masonry!’” 

In  the  February  number  of  the  “  Bulletin,”  is  published 
in  full  the  “  Pastoral  Letter  of  his  Eminence  Le  Cardinal  de 
Bonard,”  Archbishop  of  Lyons,  against  Free  Masonry,  with 
these  mottoes  in  the  title :  “  Free  Masonry  condemned  by  the 
Pope ;”  “  It  is  not  possible  to  be  a  true  Catholic  Christian 
and  a  Free  Mason.”  The  publishers  of  the  “  Bulletin  ”  think 
that  the  best  answer  to  it  is  its  publication  by  them  in  full. 

It  appears  from  the  proceedings  of  the  French  Council  of 
the  Order,  that  the  sciences  receive  consideration  perhaps 
unknown  in  this  country. 

“  The  President  called  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
subscription  opened  in  favor  of  the  enterprise  of  Captain 
Lambert,  the  design  of  which  is  to  find  a  passage  for  ships 
by  the  Horth  Pole.  He  thought,  and  the  Grand  Master, 
with  whom  he  had  conferred  thinks  with  him,  that  it  would 
be  well  to  associate  French  Masonry  with  that  enterprise,  as 
well  as  to  all  such  the  success  of  which  can  promote  the  na¬ 
tional  honor ;  and  to  subscribe  a  certain  sum  in  favor  of  the 
enterprise,  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France. 
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“  The  Council  accepted  the  proposition  unanimously.  Bro¬ 
ther  Josias  demanded  that  they  ‘fix  the  figure’  of  the  sub¬ 
scription  at  five  hundred  francs.  That  proposition  was 
adopted.  And  they  prayed  the  Grand  Master,  4  if  it  was 
his  will  and  pleasure,’  to  remit  that  sum  in  the  name  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France,  to  the  President  of  the  Geographi¬ 
cal  Society.” 

The  two  Masonic  Authorities,  the  Grand  Orient,  General 
Mellinet,  Commandant  of  the  Rational  Guard,  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter,  and  the  Supreme  Council,  Viscount  de  la  Jonquiere, 
Grand  Commander,  celebrated  together  the  u  Fete  Solstitiale 
D’Hiver;”  the  one  on  the  27th,  and  the  other  on  the  28th  of 
December.  This  union  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite  with  the  Grand  Orient  and  Council  of  the  Order 
according  to  the  French  Rite  was  very  harmonious,  and  will 
he  productive  of  good  results.  There  are  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  Lodges  under  the  Grand  Orient. 

An  essay  in  the  May  number  of  the  “  Bulletin,”  on  the 
subject  of  the  Scotch  Rite  Masons,  says  that :  “  It  is  incon¬ 
testable  that  Free  Masonry  was  brought  into  France  by 
three  illustrious  English  Brothers ;  Lord  Derwentwater,  le 
chevalier  Maskelyne  and  Vecuyer  IF Heguettz,  in  1725  ;  that 
the  work  then  introduced  was  the  forms  used  in  England, 
observed  by  the  French  for  fifty  years,  and  called  the  York 
Rite,  a  name  that  it  has  always  kept,  in  memory  of  the  sit¬ 
ting  of  the  Fraternity  established  in  the  city  of  that  name, 
having  a  chronology  of  Grand  Masters,  going  back  to  the 
year  227  of  the  Christian  era. 

The  political  refugees  in  the  suite  of  the  Prince  Charles 
Edward,  when  they  returned  from  Scotland  pretended  to 
communicate  primitive  Masonry  ,  and  claimed  for  the  Ancient 
Lodge  of  Scotland  an  antiquity  much  greater  than  that  of 
York. 

COKCLTJDIKG  REMARKS. 

Several  subjects  of  Masonic  interest  have  been  mooted  in 
some  of  the  Grand  and  subordinate  Lodges,  during  the 
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period  we  have  liad  under  review.  We  will  refer  to  some  of 
them.  The  first  is  that  of  the  form  of  procedure  against 
the  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Lodge  for  offence,  misconduct, 
or  moral  delinquency  while  in  office.  In  our  notice  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  we  have 
given  at  length  the  report  of  a  Committee  on  that  subject, 
and  also  the  mode  of  procedure  in  other  jurisdictions  in  such 
cases,  because  we  are  not  aware  of  any  provision  in  the 
Constitution  of  our  own  Grand  Lodge  on  the  subject,  or  any 
precedent  that  may  he  a  guide,  should  such  a  case  occur. 

Granting  dispensations  for  Military  Lodges  is  another 
matter  that  has  attracted  considerable  attention,  and  been 
the  subject  of  much  debate.  The  prevailing  opinion  seems 
to  he  that  their  organization  has  been  an  injury  to  the 
Order.  The  fact  that  they  were  granted  during  our  revolu¬ 
tionary  struggle,  and  are  common  in  the  army  of  Great 
Britain,  seemed  to  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  adopting  this 
practice  during  the  late  civil  war.  But  the  Grand  Lodges 
in  this  country  have  not  followed  the  precedent  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  set  them.  That  Grand  Lodge  enacted 
a  system  of  regulations  for  the  government  of  Military 
Lodges.  Before  it  established  a  Lodge  it  required  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  battalion, 
or  company,  in  which  it  was  to  he  instituted,  and  when  the 
military  body  was  disbanded  to  which  it  was  attached,  the 
warrant  was  returned  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  subor¬ 
dinate  one  ceased  to  exist.  Another  difference  is,  that  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  British  army  are  enlisted  for  a  long 
period  of  years,  and  the  recruit  generally  becomes  a  soldier 
for  life.  But  in  this  country,  the  term  of  service  is  for  a 
few  years,  even  in  the  regular  army,  and  during  a  war  our 
levies  are  frequently  made  for  a  few  months.  But  whatever 
may  be  the  ultimate  determination  of  the  Grand  Lodges  as 
to  their  establishment  in  future,  the  question  of  what  is  the 
status  of  a  now-affiliated  member  of  one  of  these  Lodges,  is 
one  which  is  almost  daily  pressing  itself  upon  our  considera¬ 
tion.  The  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that  they  are  Masons 
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and  entitled  to  recognition  as  such,  if  they  can  make  them¬ 
selves  known  and  are  worthy ;  that  a  strict  examination 
of  their  qualifications  ought  to  he  required,  and  proof  that 
the  Lodge  in  which  they  were  initiated  had  been  duly  or¬ 
ganized  by  proper  Masonic  authority.  By  the  application 
of  these  safeguards  the  apprehended  evil  may  he  palliated, 
if  not  entirely  prevented. 

We  are  pleased  to  observe  that  some  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  are  paying  much  attention  to  Masonic  libraries. 
The  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  a  library  of  more  than  two 
thousand  volumes.  That  of  California  is  the  largest  and 
most  judiciously  selected  one  in  America ;  and  contains 
many  rare  volumes  of  great  value  and  interest.  In  the 
way  of  acquiring  a  library,  our  own  Grand  Lodge  has  made 
some  progress,  we  may  say  a  respectable  beginning,  hut  not 
commensurate  with  the  wealth  and  resources  of  that  body. 
Our  opinion  is  that  an  annual  appropriation  should  he  made 
for  this  purpose,  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Grand 
Master,  or  of  a  Committee  of  which  he  ought  to  he  ex-officio 
Chairman.  We  do  not  mean  that  this  fund  should  he 
expended  in  accumulating  the  mass  of  trash  that  passes  by 
the  name  of  u  Masonic  literature  ”  gotten  up  to  sell,  nor  do 
we  mean  that  it  shall  be  composed  of  magazines,  newspa¬ 
pers,  or  reviews  devoted  ostensibly  to  the  interest  of  the 
Order ;  hut  to  volumes  of  history,  biography  and  science,  as 
well  as  to  Masonry.  Masonry  has  a  history  reaching  far 
back  into  the  past.  A  history  of  order,  of  science,  of  philan¬ 
thropy,  of  progress,  of  noble  struggles  against  tyranny,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  man.  This  history  ought  to  be 
read,  and  the  more  it  is  studied  the  more  will  our  esteem 
for  the  institution  be  enhanced.  But  many  individual 
Masons  have  a  history  also.  Many  of  the  greatest,  most 
learned  and  best  men  of  Pennsylvania,  have  been  Masons. 
The  recollection  of  their  actions  and  their  virtues  are 
rapidly  fading  away.  Even  now  many  of  them  are  tradi¬ 
tional. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Maine  and  Hew  Jersey  have  Com- 
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mittees  on  Masonic  history.  That  of  North  Carolina  several 
years  ago  appointed  a  “  Masonic  Historian.”  He  has  finished 
his  work,  and  the  history  of  Masonry  in  that  commonwealth 
will  shortly  he  published. 

W e  also  observe,  with  satisfaction,  that  there  is  a  strong 
desire  that  a  regular  system  of  correspondence  between  the 
Grand  Lodges  throughout  the  world  should  be  established. 
Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  now  Bight  Worshipful  Senior 
Grand  Warden,  in  his  report  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Correspondence  for  the  year  1864,  gave  such  a 
measure  his  warm  approval,  and  pointed  out,  in  convincing 
terms,  its  many  advantages.  The  utility  of  such  an  in¬ 
tercourse  is  not  denied ;  but  the  means  by  which  it  is 
to  he  effected  seems  to  he  the  difficulty  preventing  its  con¬ 
summation. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  communicated  with 
“  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Netherlands,”  on  the  occasion  of 
the  demise  of  His  Highness  Prince  Frederick,  who  had 
been  Grand  Master  of  that  body  for  a  period  of  fifty  years, 
by  resolution.  That  mode  may  answer  for  important  occa¬ 
sions,  but  not  for  general  intercommunication.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York  has  correspondence  with  more  than 
thirty  Grand  Lodges  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States  ; 
hut  as  we  have  not  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  their  last  Annual  Communication,  we  cannot 
accurately  state  the  number.  The  Grand  Lodges  of  North 
Carolina,  Louisiana,  and  Canada,  have  large  foreign  corre¬ 
spondence.  Those  Grand  Lodges  forward  credentials  to  well- 
known  brethren  residing  abroad,  and  accredit  them  as  their 
Bepresentatives  near  the  Grand  Lodges  with  which  the  com¬ 
munication  is  desired. — thus  establishing  between  the  two 
Grand  Lodges  a  communication  similar  in  character  to  that 
which  one  government  establishes  with  another  in  their 
commercial  and  political  relations.  We  have  found  no  in¬ 
stance  in  which  the  foreign  organization  thus  addressed  has 
not  responded  by  accrediting  in  return  an  American  resident 
as  her  Bepresentative,  unless  it  he  in  some  cases  where  the 
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addressing  Grand  Lodge  is  not  recognized  as  lawfully  con¬ 
stituted  by  the  Masonic  jurisdiction  from  which  it  seceded, 
and  of  which  it  declared  itself  independent.  We  believe  no 
better  method  can  be  adopted  to  effect  this  object  than  that 
of  exchanging  Representatives.  Such  an  exchange  being 
once  established,  each  Grand  Lodge  in  America  will  have  a 
Representative  near  every  other  Grand  Lodge  of  the  world, 
as  well  known  in  Masonic  circles  as  our  Foreign  Ministers 
are  to  the  Courts  to  which  they  are  accredited. 

The  reports  of  several  Grand  Lodges  also  show  that  there 
is  an  increasing  tendency  adverse  to  continuing  the  practice 
of  granting  dispensations  for  conferring  any  of  the  degrees 
in  Masonry ;  that  many  Grand  Masters  absolutely  decline 
to  sanction  the  practice  at  all ;  whilst  others  recommend  the 
adoption  of  prohibitory  clauses  in  their  Grand  Lodge  consti¬ 
tutions.  All  agree  that  generally  it  is  attended  with  evil 
consequences,  and  that,  in  the  large  majority  of  cases,  the 
initiated  could  not  have  received  a  clear  ballot,  in  his  own 
vicinity,  amongst  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  We 
also  observe  that  there  is  a  more  strict  and  rigorous  observ¬ 
ance  of  Masonic  landmarks  and  Masonic  law  everywhere 
inculcated  and  enforced  than  formerly,  and  that  the  charac¬ 
teristic  of  the  Masonic  age  is  obedience  to  Masonic  law. 
We  also  remark,  with  satisfaction,  that  through  the  whole 
country  Masonry  is  increasing  in  wealth,  in  numbers,  and 
respectability  ;  that  in  many  jurisdictions  halls  for  Masonic 
purposes  are  being  erected  ;  schools  for  the  education  of  the 
children,  of  deceased  brethren  are  being  established,  or  are 
already  in  successful  operation  ;  whilst  in  some  jurisdictions 
funds  are  created  and  are  daily  accumulating,  the  proceeds  of 
which  are  expended  in  educating  children  in  seminaries  of 
learning,  not  established  or  exclusively  supported  by  the 
Order.  In  many  others  large  charity  funds  exist,  the  in¬ 
terest  of  which  is  applied  to  the  support  of  needy  brethren, 
their  widows  and  orphans ;  and  in  some  it  is  proposed  to 
endow  establishments  for  their  habitation  and  support,  and 
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that  Masonic  cemeteries  are  being  consecrated  in  all  our 
large  cities  for  the  repose  of  the  dead.  All  these  things 
prove  that  the  Order  is  in  a  most  flourishing  condition. 

W e  are  well  aware  that  many  brethren  hold  the  opinion 
that  Masonry  is  making  a  too  rapid  and  unhealthy  advance. 
Whilst  we  admit  the  advance,  we  cannot  agree  that  it  is 
unhealthy,  because  we  find  that  at  the  same  time  there  is  a 
determination  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  Order,  by  en¬ 
forcing  stricter  examinations  into  the  qualifications  of  can¬ 
didates  for  initiation,  and  accepting  only  those  who  are 
known  to  be  positively  good. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  in  some  localities  fears  are  ex¬ 
pressed  that  the  Order  may  again  become  the  subject  of  per¬ 
secution.  The  Grand  Master  of  Michigan,  in  his  annual 
address,  refers  to  this  subject.  In  the  appropriate  place  we 
have  given,  at  large,  his  reasons ;  but  we  have  no  fears  on 
that  subject.  We  well  remember  that  at  our  outset  in  life 
we  witnessed  such  a  persecution.  Then  a  wild  and  reckless 
crusade  was  preached  against  the  Order,  and  an  effort  was 
made  to  destroy  its  existence  and  disfranchise  all  who  would 
not  renounce  their  allegiance  to  the  institution ;  but  the 
effort  ultimately  failed,  and  thus  will  all  such  efforts  end. 
Ages  have  rolled  away  since  they  who  founded  Masonry 
have  rested  from  their  labors.  They  have  left  upon  the 
pages  of  history  no  record  of  their  names.  But  their  work 
still  endures.  Their  children  and  their  children’s  children 
have  perpetuated  it.  Philosophical,  political,  and  religious 
systems  have  arisen,  and  grown  to  greatness,  side  by  side 
with  Free  Masonry ,  and  then  have  vanished  away.  They 
taught  false  doctrines,  or  propagated  unsubstantial  dogmas 
or  theories  inconsistent  with  the  enlightenment  and  prog¬ 
ress  of  social  existence.  But,  standing  under  the  shadow 
of  uncounted  years,  Masonry  still  exists,  endowed  with  all 
the  strength  and  vigor  of  its  youth,  and  all  fhe  maturity  of 
its  manhood,  only  because  its  teachings  and  examples  are 
inherently  good,  and  calculated  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  man  in  every  position  of  life  and  in  every  form  of  society. 
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We  believe  Masonry  is  destined  to  endure  until  there  shall 
no  longer  exist  on  earth  either  sin,  suffering,  or  sorrow,  and 
until  unbounded  love  shall  dwell  in  every  heart,  and  peace 
shall  hold  her  sway  over  every  land. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ROBERT  J.  EISHEE, 

Chairman. 


The  Animal  Eeport  of  the  Almoners  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  Charity  Fund  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  minutes : 


REPORT  OF  ALMONERS  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE 

CHARITY  FUND. 

V 

Philadelphia,  December  28,  1868,  A.  L.  5868. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 

Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Lodge 

of  Pennsylvania : 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Charity  Fund,  I  herewith  present  the  account  of  money  received 
and  disbursed  by  the  Almoners  for  the  Masonic  year  ending  St. 
♦  John’s  day,  December  21,  1868,  A.  L.  5868. 


The  Almoners  received  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Charity  Fund  during  the  year: 


For  the  quarter  ending  March  21,  . 

“  “  June  21, 

u  September  21, 
December  21, 


.  $1,000  00 
400  00 
400  00 
1,000  00 


* 


Total  amount  received  during  the  year,  .  $2,800  0  0 
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The  Almoners  have  disbursed  during  the  time  named  : 


1st.  To  138  widows  of  deceased  brethren 
2d.  To  14  orphans  “ 

3d.  To  1  mother  of  a  deceased  brother 
Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  . 


.  $2,375  00 
285  00 
15  00 
125  00 


$2,800  00 


Of  the  number  of  applicants  relieved,  there  were — 


From  this  jurisdiction,  .  .....  125 

From  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  4 


a  a 

it  it 

it  it 

ii  it 

a  ti 

a  a 

a  a 

a  a 

a  a 


South  Carolina,  2 

Iowa,  3 

North  Carolina,  2 

Virginia,  5 

New  York,  3 

New  Jersey,  3 

Kentucky,  2 

Scotland,  2 

Ohio,  2 
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Respectfully  submitted, 

PRICE  I.  PATTON, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Almoners. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Stewards  of  the  Stephen 
Girard  Charity  Fund  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  minutes: 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STEWARDS 
OF  THE  STEPHEN  GIRARD  CHARITY  FUND. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  the  “  Stewards  of  the  Stephen 
Girard  Charity  Fund,”  submits  the  following  report  of  their 
proceedings  during  the  year  ending  December  27,  1868 : 

In  the  performance  of  tbeir  official  duty,  they  have  distributed 


■1  ^  fmJ 

lo  i 

relief  to  one  hundred  and  five  “poor  and  respectable  brethren,” 
to  wit : 

To  77  brethren  hailing  under  this  jurisdiction,  $2,010.  50 
To  29  brethren  hailing  from  foreign  jurisdic¬ 
tions,  to  wit  : 


2  from  Connecticut, 

•  •  • 

$40 

00 

1 

it 

V  ermont, 

•  •  • 

20 

00 

2 

a 

New  York, 

•  •  • 

40 

00 

1 

a 

Canada,  . 

•  •  • 

30 

00 

3 

a 

Delaware,  . 

• 

•  • 

120 

00 

1 

it 

West  Virginia, 

•  •  • 

30 

00 

1 

u 

New  Mexico, 

•  •  • 

20 

00 

2 

a 

East  Virginia, 

•  •  • 

50 

00 

1 

a 

Illinois, 

•  •  • 

30 

00 

1 

a 

Kentucky, 

•  •  • 

30 

00 

1 

a 

Washington,  D. 

C.,  . 

20 

00 

1 

u 

California, 

•  •  • 

30 

00 

1 

it 

Indiana, 

•  •  • 

20 

00 

1 

a 

Georgia, 

#  •  • 

30 

00 

2 

a 

South  Carolina, 

•  •  • 

45 

00 

1 

a 

Scotland, 

•  •  • 

30 

00 

1 

a 

Jamaica, 

•  •  • 

50 

00 

1 

tt 

Germany, 

•  •  • 

20 

00 

1 

a 

Equador, 

*  •  • 

20 

00 

1 

Li 

Algiers,  Africa, 

•  •  • 

30 

00 

1 

a 

Prussia, 

•  •  ■ 

15 

00 

1 

a 

Ireland,  . 

S'  •  •  • 

10 

00 

1 

a 

Wales, 

•  •  • 

30 

00 

760  00 


Total  amount  of  relief  granted,  . 

.  $2, no 

50 

Paid  W.  Mann’s  bill  for  stationery, 

4 

00 

“  Stein  &  Jones’  bill  for  printing  notices,  . 

10 

00 

Total,  .... 

$2,184 

50 

Leaves  a  balance  on  hand  December  27,  1868,  . 

% 

55 

00 

$2,839  50 
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* 


Per  Contra — 

Balance  remaining  on  hand  as  per  last  Annual  Report,  $89  50 

Amount  appropriated  for  use  of  Com.  No.  1,  .  .  90000 

“  “  “  No.  2,  .  600  00 

“  “  “  No.  3,  .  .  500  00 

“  “  “  No.  4,  .  750  00 

Total,  .....  $2,839  50 

During  the  year  several  of  the  applicants  hailing  under  this 
jurisdiction  have  departed  this  life,  and  the  Board  of  Stewards 
have  to  deplore  the  sudden  decease  of  one  of  its  most  efficient 
and  reliable  members,  Bro.  James  S.  Shindler,  of  Lodge  No.  52, 
who  never  failed  whilst  in  life  in  devotion  to  the  duties  of  his 
appointment,  in  the  discharge  of  which  he  ever  manifested  a 
most  commendable  zeal,  that  it  may  be  appropriately  said  of 
him,  “  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant.” 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

E.  P.  LESCURE, 

President. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest  (June  3,  1868) 
presented  their  Annual  Report,  which  was  read,  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  the  accompanying  resolution  adopted : 


REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  GIRARD  BEQUEST. 

To  the 

Eight  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 

and  Masonic  Jurisdiction  thereunto  belonging : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest  respectfully  report  that 
thej'  have  received  since  their  last  Annual  Report,  dated  April 
19,  A.  L.  5867  : 

From  Interest  and  dividends  on  Investments,  .  .  $3,338  90 

“  Premium  on  Gold,  ......  537  84 

“  Interests  on  deposits  in  saving  fund,  .  .  22  88 

Making  a  total  income  of 


.  $3,899  62 
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Brought  forward — ■ 

Making  a  total  income  of  ...  $3,899  62 
To  which  add  balance  on  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the 

Bequest  at  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  .  149  34 

Makes  a  total  of  ....  $4,048  96 

To  which  add  net  proceeds  of  stocks  sold  under  the 
direction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  their  Quarterly 
Communication  June  5,  A.  L.  5867,  .  .  .  14,266  61 

Makes  the  entire  amount  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 

X  Trustees, . $18,315  57 

Of  this  sum  the  Tru  stees  have  invested  in  the  Xew 
Masonic  Loan,  as  per  same  resolution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  the  sum  of .  14,000  00 

Leaving  a  balance  of  .  .  .  .  $4,315  57 

Out  of  which  the  Trustees  have  paid  on  orders  of  the 
R.  W.  Grand  Master,  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Treas¬ 
urer  for  the  Stewards  of  the  Girard  Charity 

Ruud . $3,450  00 

And  for  one  share  Pennsylvania  Railroad 

stock,  balance  for  Scrip  Certificate,  .  19  00 

-  3,469  00 

Balance, . $846  57 

Leaving  a  balance  on  deposit  in  the  Pennsylvania  Company  for 
Insurances  on  Lives  and  Granting  Annuities  of,  say  $846.57, 
which  with  the  estimated  income  from  investments  will,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Trustees,  justify  an  appropriation  of  $2,500  for 
charitable  purposes. 

They,  therefore,  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $2,500  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Stewards  of  the  Stephen  Girard 
Charity  Fund,  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  A.  L.  5869,  to  be 
drawn  for  in  the  usual  manner. 

There  have  been  very  material  changes  in  the  investments  of 
the  Fund,  by  direction  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  since  the  last 
report. 
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At  the  Grand  Quarterly  Communication  of  June  5,  A.  L.  5867, 
he  Trustees  were  authorized  and  requested  to  change  such  of 
their  investments  as  they  may  find  convenient  into  the  New 
Masonic  Loan. 

They  therefore  sold  the  $6,100  of  City  6’s,  for  the  sum 

of  (net)  .........  $6,208  50 

The  $3,000  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  bonds  for 

(net)  .........  2,632  23 

The  98  shares  Pennsylvania  Railroad  for  (net)  .  .  5,425  88 

$14,266  61 

Realizing  $14,266.61,  of  which  the  sum  of  $14,000  was  immedi¬ 
ately  invested  in  the  New  Masonic  Loan. 

The  Investments  of  the  Bequest  now  are  as  follows,  to  wit.  : 
New  Masonic  Loan,  Certificates  Nos.  57,  58,  60,  61, 

and  62, . $14,000  00 

Three  Certificates  Pennsylvania  6  per  cent.  War  Loan 
of  1861,  Nos.  427,  428,  and  429,  of  $1,000  each, 

Seven  Certificates  for  1,242  shares  Southwark  and 
Moyamensing  Gas  Loan,  of  $10  each,  Nos.  165,  168, 

169,  172,  177,  200,  and  211, . 

Twelve  U.  S.  6  per  cent.  5-20  bonds,  $1,000  each,  Nos. 

849,  911,  912,  913,  68,337,  68,338,  68,339,  68,340, 

68,346,  67,559,  4,791,  and  4,792,  .... 

Two  U.  S.  6  per  cent  bonds,  5-20  Loan,  of  $500  each, 

Nos.  176  and  2,591,  ...... 

Three  U.  S.  6  per  cent,  bonds  of  ’81,  $1,000  each, 

Nos.  7,177,  7,178,  and  7,179, . 

One  U.  S.  6  per  cent,  bond  of  ’81,  No.  581, 

One  U.  S.  6  per  cent,  bond  5-20s,  interest  January 
and  July,  No.  7,766, 

Rond  and  mortgage  of  the  Sunbury  Masonic  Hall 
Association,  ........ 

Total  Investments,  par  value,  .  .  .$50,920  00 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

on  behalf  of  the  Trustees, 

SAMUEL  H.  PERKINS, 

Chairman. 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  A.  D.  1868,  A.  L.  5868. 


3,000  00 

12,420  00 

12,000  00 

1,000  00 

3,000  00 
500  00 

1,000  00 

4,000  00 
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The  Annual  Report  of  the  Hall  Committee  was  read, 
approved,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes : 

REPORT  OF  THE  HALL  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Eight  Worshipful  Grand  Master , 

Officers  and  Members  of  the 

Grand  Lodge,  A.  Y.  M. 

Sirs  and  Brethren  :  The  Hall  Committee  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  as  a  report  of  their  operations  during  the  Masonic  year  just 
closed. 

The  appropriations  accorded  for  their  use  for  the  year  1868 
were  : 

For  Fuel  .........  $1,100  00 

For  Gas .  2,900  00 

For  Taxes  .........  2,800  00 

For  Water-rent  and  Sewerage  .  .  .  .  68  00 

For  hire  of  Women  .......  468  00 

For  hire  of  Laborer  .  .  .  .  .  .  416  00 

For  Incidentals  .......  2,300  00 

Together  .  .....  $10,052  00 


To  this  must  be  added  amount  of  special  appropria¬ 
tion  made  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  (special)  session  held 


December  27,  1867,  for  . 

.  $1,500 

00 

Making  an  aggregate  of 

.  $11,552 

00 

The  expenditures  were : 

For  Fuel  ..... 

.  $649 

75 

For  Gas  ..... 

2,741 

13 

For  Taxes  ..... 

.  .  .  .  2,506 

02 

For  Water-rent,  &c. 

71 

30 

For  hire  of  Women  . 

468 

00 

For  hire  of  Laborer 

.  .  .  .  468 

00 

‘For  Incidentals 

.  3,847 

59 

Total  amount 

.  $10,751 

79 
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Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $800.21  to  the  credit  of  the 
Committee. 

The  items  which  were  in  excess  of  the  appropriations,  were 
Water-rent,  &c.,  for  $3.30. 

Hire  of  Laborer,  by  reason  of  an  increase  of  compensation  for 
his  services,  $52.00.  And  Incidentals  for  $41.59. 

In  the  item  of  incidentals  your  Committee  had  estimated  for 
the  pumping  of  water  from  the  sub-cellars,  the  sum,  of  $800; 
this,  however,  did  not  reach,  and  they  were  compelled  to  over¬ 
draw  on  this  one  item  alone  to  amount  of  $306.33.  Fortunately 
the  sums  unexpended  on  the  items  of  Fuel,  Gas,  and  Taxes,  were 
sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  the  excess  of  expenditure  for  clear¬ 
ing  the  cellars  of  water,  as  included  in  the  general  item  of  inci¬ 
dentals,  and  leave  a  balance  of  $800.21  unexpended  on  the 
general  appropriation. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  held  December  21,  1861,  the 
following  was  passed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Hall  Committee  be  directed,  and  are  hereby 
authorized  to  have  a  suitable  room  constructed  for  the  use  of  the 
Grand  Master,  over  the  main  entrance  of  the  Hall,  adjoining  to 
and  communicating  with  the  room  now  occupied  b}^  the  Grand 
Treasurer ;  and  that  the  room  in  the  third  story,  now  used  as 
the  Grand  Officers’  room,  be  made  a  Lodge  room  for  the  use  of 
subordinate  Lodges ;  the  cost  of  the  whole  arrangement  not  to 
exceed  $1,500. 

Under  this  resolution  your  Hall  Committee  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  carry  out  the  instructions,  and  have  the  satisfaction  of 
communicating  to  your  body  that  they  have  expended  $1,493.13, 
being  $6.21  less  than  the  amount  appropriated. 

This  sum  might  have  been  less  if  your  Committee  had  simply 
constructed  the  room  for  the  Grand  Master’s  use  ;  but  finding 
that  the  story  above  would  make  a  good-sized  and  eligibly 
located  committee  room,  your  Committee  availed  themselves  of 
the  advantage  offered  to  add  an  additional  room  to  the  Hall, 
thereb}^  increasing  the  meeting  facilities  of  the  Brotherhood,  and 
adding  at  the  same  time  additional  revenue  to  the  treasury  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  in  placing  the  so-called  East  Committee  room, 
since  comfortably  fitted  up,  at  the  disposition  of  Lodges  for 
special  meetings  at  a  very  reasonable  rate  of  rental.  This  room, 
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we  learn,  has  been  occupied  since  its  completion  and  up  to  the 
first  day  of  December  forty-one  times,  realizing  an  amount  of 
$328.  It  will  be  perceived  that  in  a  comparatively  short  time 
the  expense  of  improvement  will  be  reimbursed  to  the  treasury  of 
this  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge.  The  appropriations  asked 
for  by  the  Committee  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  the  Hall, 
repairs,  fuel,  gas,  taxes,  &c.,  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year, 
amount  to  $11,313.  This  includes  a  sum  of  $1,100,  should  the 
water  require  the  attention  it  did  the  past  year  ;  also  $950,  which 
may  be  required  ere  long  for  new  veils  and  fixtures  thereto  in 
the  Grand  Chapter  room,  the  present  ones  being  so  old  and 
w’orn  as  to  be  barely  able  to  sustain  their  own  weight. 

Your  Committee  regret  exceedingly  their  inability  to  keep  the 
annual  expenditures  at  a  lower  figure,  but  the  usual  wear  and 
tear  of  the  building,  becoming  older  with  each  additional  year, 
and  used  b}T  the  thousands  of  brethren  who  frequent  the  same, 
cause  us  to  foreshadow  a  gradual  annual  increase,  until  such 
time  as  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  Yew  Temple  on 
Broad  street  will  permit  of  our  vacating  and  disposing  of  the 
present  one,  we  hope  to  the  advantage  of  this  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  BOLT, 

Chairman  Hall  Committee. 

Philadelphia,  December  28,  1868. 


The  Building  Committee  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  read,  accepted,  and  the  accompanying  reso¬ 
lutions  adopted: 

REPORT  OF  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  : 

The  Building  Committee  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  respect¬ 
fully  report : 

That  since  the  date  of  their  last  report,  June  3,  1868,  the  work, 
with  some  unforeseen  drawbacks  to  be  particularly  mentioned 
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hereafter,  has  been  steadily  and  successfully  prosecuted  as  far 
as  practicable,  till  the  cold  weather  put  a  stop  to  active  building 
operations.  Though  as  much  has  not  been  accomplished  as  was 
proposed  in  the  last  report  of  the  Committee,  yet  a  point  has 
been  reached  which  places  the  work  in  a  satisfactory  position 
for  the  winter.  It  was  intended  and  expected  to  have  carried 
the  entire  walls  up  to  the  first  floor  of  joists,  and  to  have  had 
this  floor  laid  by  the  1st  of  the  present  December.  The  found¬ 
ations  have  been  finished,  and  the  walls  of  the  entire  struc¬ 
ture  carried  up  to  pavement  grade  only.  This  preserves  the 
banks  from  breaking  away  and  falling  in,  and  the  entire  masonry 
thus  far  completed  has  been  securely  covered  in  to  protect  it 
from  the  weather. 

The  most  serious  drawback  encountered  by  the  Committee 
has  been  in  the  construction  of  the  foundation  for  the  tower  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  Broad  and  Filbert  streets.  It  was  con¬ 
sidered  absolutely  essential  by  the  Committee  as  well  as  by  the 
architect,  that  to  make  this  foundation  perfectly  secure,  in  view 
of  the  immense  weight  which  was  to  rest  upon  it,  the  excavation 
should  be  carried  down  to  water  gravel.  This  point,  it  was 
believed,  from  the  experiments  which  had  been  made,  would  be 
reached  at  a  depth  of  about  eighteen  feet  below  the  curb.  And 
in  fact  a  layer  of  water  gravel  was  reached  at  a  depth  but  little 
exceeding  our  expectations.  A  thorough  examination,  however, 
disclosed  the  fact  that  this  layer  did  not  exceed  two  or  three 

feet  in  thickness.  Below  this  was  a  stratum  of  sand  and  clay, 

♦ 

the  thickness  of  which  could  only  be  ascertained  by  the  actual 
progress  of  the  excavation.  The  result  showed  that  it  was  from 
ten  to  twelve  feet  thick,  and  of  a  most  treacherous  and  embar¬ 
rassing  character.  It  was  composed,  in  great  measure,  of  the 
worst  kind  of  quicksand,  extending  in  many  places  below  the 
water  level,  and  under  this  quicksand,  and  in  some  places  inter¬ 
spersed  with  it,  was  a  stiff  clay.  Whenever  the  sand  came  in 
contact  with  water,  it  gave  way  and  ran  out  from  below,  causing 
the  banks  above  to  fall  in,  and  rendering  the  work  of  excavation 
at  the  same  time  difficult  and  dangerous.  To  reach  the  water 
gravel  underlying  the  sand  and  clay,  the  excavation  had  to  be 
carried  to  a  depth  of  from  four  to  six  feet  below  the  water  level. 
During  the  summer  the  progress  of  the  work  was  further  im- 
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peded  by  violent  and  continued  storms  of  rain,  filling  the  exca¬ 
vation,  washing  away  the  banks  by  direct  action,  and  undei  mining 
them  by  the  wetting  and  running  out  of  the  quicksand  from 
below.  Large  portions  of  the  banks  caved  in,  and  a  portion  of 
Filbert  street  broke  into  the  excavation.  Asa  measure  of  pre¬ 
caution,  this  street,  from  Juniper  to  Broad  street,  was  closed  by 
permission  of  the  authorities,  which  was  readily  granted. 

These  unexpected  difficulties  greatly  increased  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  the  Committee  and  of  all  employed  in  the  work,  and 
rendered  necessary  an  unlooked-for  and  heavy  expenditure  in 
the  erection  and  operation  of  the  pumps  necessary  to  keep  the 
excavation  free  from  water  while  the  foundation  was  being  laid, 
in  the  necessary  precautions  against  accident  from  the  giving  way 
of  the  banks,— in  the  removal  of  the  great  amount  of  material,— 
and  in  the  increased  expense  of  material  for  the  foundation  car¬ 
ried  to  so  great  a  depth  and  laid  below  the  water  level.  The 
foundation,  however,  was  finally  laid  and  completed  without 
accident  or  injury  to  any  one.  Its  extreme  depth  is  thirty-one 
feet  below  the  curb  at  Broad  and  Filbert ;  it  rests  upon  a  firm 
bottom  of  coarse  water  gravel ;  the  first  four  courses,  extending 
some  six  or  seven  feet  from  the  bottom,  as-  far  as  there  is  any 
probability  of  the  water  rising  at  any  time,  are  laid  in  Rosendale 
cement;  and  the  character  of  the  material  and  workmanship  can¬ 
not,  it  is  believed,  be  surpassed.  No  fears  need  be  entertained 
but  that  it  will  prove  firm  and  enduring,  and  amply  sufficient  for 
all  the  weight  that  can  be  placed  on  it. 

In  addition  to  the  drawback  experienced  from  the  increased 
difficulties  and  labor  in  the  construction  of  the  foundation  for 
the  tower,  your  Committee  have  been  delayed  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  work  by  the  failure  of  the  original  contractor  for  the 
clearing;  and  excavation  of  the  lot  to  comply  with  his  engage- 
ments, — by  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  ceremonies  of  lay¬ 
ing  the  corner-stone,— and  by  the  great  care  and  caution  required 
in  the  selection  of  the  granite  for  the  exterior  of  the  entire  build- 
in  o'  and  in  the  arrangement  and  details  of  the  contracts  for 
furnishing  this  material. 

The  corner-stone  was  laid  on  St.  John’s  day,  June  24,  1868; 
and  notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  persons  in  attendance, 
and  the  anxiety  of  all  to  witness  the  imposing  ceremonies  of  the 
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occasion,  and  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  work  consequent 
upon  the  proceeding,  the  Committee  are  gratified  to  state  that 
not  a  single  accident  occurred  to  interfere  with  the  success  of 
the  undertaking. 

The  corner-stone  itself  was  presented  by  Messrs.  Armstrong 
&  Quinn,  from  their  quarries  at  Port  Deposit,  Maryland  ;  the 
leaden  box  to  contain  the  articles  deposited  in  the  stone  was 
presented  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Hunter  &  Co. ;  and  the  marble  tablet 
suitably  inscribed  and  used  as  a  cover  for  the  cavity,  by  Brother 
William  Struthers.  Proper  acknowledgment  of  these  several 
gifts  has  been  made  by  the  Committee. 

After  a  very  careful  and  thorough  examination  of  the  subject  of 
the  material  to  be  employed  for  the  exterior  of  the  building,  and  a 
comparison  of  different  specimens  of  granite  submitted  for  their 
inspection,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  responsibility  of  the  parties 
offering  to  contract,  your  Committee  decided  that  the  Broad  and 
Filbert  street  fronts  should  be  constructed  of  Quincy  gi  anite, 
and  the  Juniper  and  Cuthbert  street  fronts  of  Fox  Island 
granite ;  and  that  the  contract  for  the  former  be  awarded  to 
H.  Barker  &  Brothers,  and  for  the  latter  to  Bodwell,  Webster 
&  Co.  These  contracts  have  required  the  greatest  care  in  their 
preparation,  involving,  as  they  do,  probably  the  largest  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  expense  of  the  entire  building.  No  pains  have  been 
spared  to  secure  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  every  re¬ 
spect.  The  contractors  have  agreed,  and  the  contracts  will  so 
stipulate  that  no  liability  is  to  be  incurred  beyond  such  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  appropriations  which  may  be  made  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  from  year  to  year,  as  the  Committee  shall  designate  for 
this  specific  purpose.  The  preparation  of  the  necessary  legal 
documents  to  insure  the  supply  of  the  material  from  the  iden¬ 
tical  quarries  selected  by  the  Committee,  so  as  to  secure  beyond 
doubt  the  uniformity  in  the  respective  exterior  fronts,  has  neces¬ 
sarily  involved  a  delay  which  has  prevented  the  completion  and 
execution  of  the  contracts.  The  contractors  have,  however, 
delivered  such  material  as  has  been  necessary  for  the  present 
purposes  of  the  building ;  and  their  standing  and  responsibility 
gives  every  assurance  that  these  important  contracts  will  be 
carried  out  in  entire  good  faith. 

Upon  consultation  with  the  municipal  authorities  in  reference 
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to  the  drainage  required  for  the  building,  it  was  found  that  the 
Juniper  street  culvert,  into  wdiich  it  was  originally  intended  to 
carry  the  drainage,  was  liable  to  obstruction,  which  rendered  it. 
unreliable  for  the  purpose.  A  sewer  has  therefore  been  con¬ 
structed  from  the  Broad  street  front  to  the  west  side  of  Broad 
street,  and  thence  northward  to  the  Arch  street  sewer.  This,  it 
is  believed,  will  provide  ample  means  of  drainage,  and  guard 
against  all  danger  of  overflow. 

It  is  proposed,  for  the  greater  security  and  protection  of  the 
premises,  to  keep,  during  the  winter  season,  some  two  or  three 
carpenters  employed  in  the  preparation  of  material,  which  will 
be  required  in  the  coming  spring.  For  the  accommodation  of 
these  carpenters  a  portion  of  the  interior  cellar  walls  has  been 
enclosed  and  roofed  in.  The  presence  of  these  workmen  during 
the  day-time,  and  of  the  watchmen  employed  by  the  Committee 
during  the  night,  will  prevent  the  pilfering  of  material  and  in¬ 
jury  to  the  work  already  completed,  by  evil  disposed  persons, 
who  are  ever  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  opportunities  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  absence  of  watchfulness  and  care. 

During  the  coming  year  it  is  proposed,  as  stated  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  June  3,  1868, 
to  carry  up  the  building  to  the  top  of  the  first  string  course  on 
the  exterior,  (being  the  second  floor  level)  including  the  laying 
of  the  second  floor  beams.  To  do  this  will  require,  according 
to  careful  estimates  by  the  Committee,  aided  b}r  the  architect, 
the  following  sums  : 

For  materials  and  labor  from  the  top  of  the  base  course  (first 
floor  level,)  upwards,  including  the  iron  beams  for  the  first 
and  second  floors  .  .  .  .  .  .  $153,084  00 

For  the  completion  of  the  work  originally  intended 
to  be  finished  this  year,  but  delayed  from  the 
causes  heretofore  mentioned  ....  31,000  00 

For  contingencies  ......  5,000  00 

Making  a  total  of,  say  ....  $139,084  00 

The  Committee  will  therefore  ask  of  the  Grand  Lodge  an 
appropriation  for  the  year  1869  of,  say  $190,000.  It  is  believed 
that  the  means  can  readily  be  secured  by  a  judicious  disposal  of 
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the  mortgages  already  executed  on  the  lot  at  Broad  and  Filbert 
streets,  by  subscriptions  to  the  new  Masonic  Loan,  and  by  the 
appropriations  from  the  general  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

It  is  but  just  to  state,  that  the  actual  expenditures  and 
expenses  as  estimated,  exceed  but  little  the  estimates  of  the 
architect  as  based  upon  the  original  plans,  and  without  the  ex- 
*  tra  expense  consequent  upon  unforeseen  and  unavoidable  contin 
gencies,  and  upon  the  change  in  the  plans. 

The  vacancies  in  the  Committee  caused  by  the  resignations  of 
Brothers  Past  Grand  Master  Henry  M.  Phillips  and  John  IT. 
Giller,  were  filled  by  the  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master  by 
appointment  of  Brothers  John  Q.  Ginnodo  and  Thomas  Brown. 
Brother  Phillips  having  been  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Senior  Grand  Warden,  ex  officio  a 
member,  was  elected  Chairman  in  his  place. 

The  Committee  deem  it  but  just  to  acknowledge  in  their  report 
the  skill,  faithfulness,  and  attention  of  the  architect  and  superin¬ 
tendent  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  the  prompt,  thor¬ 
ough,  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  several  contractors 
employed  have  carried  out  their  engagements.  It  is  believed 
that  for  excellence  of  material  and  character  of  workmanship 
the  work  thus  far  accomplished  cannot  be  surpassed. 

The  Committee  respectful^  submit  the  following  resolutions, 
and  ask  their  adoption  by  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  actions  of  the  Building  Committee  in 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  be 
approved. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  work  on  the  New  Masonic  Temple  for  the 
vear  1869. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS, 

Chairman. 


December  28,  18C8 — A.  L.  5868. 
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16 
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16 
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3 
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9 
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3 
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4 

15 

62 
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6 

24 

67 
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7 

70 
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3 
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13 

72 
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153 

Waynesburg . 

1 

6 

12 

18 

73 

155 

Philadelphia . 

1 

33 

1 

9 

11 

8 

366 

156 

Dunmore  Centre . 

20 

1 

15 

8 

1 

158 

1  158 

Philadelphia . 

2 

20 

5 

1 

2 

7 

385 

163 

Monroeton . 

2 

12 

1 

4 

1 

63 

164 

Washington . 

9 

23 

4 

28 

6 

1 

77 

186 

Philadelphia . 

3 

7 

3 

2 

4 

6 

378 

187 

Philadelphia . 

2 

11 

3 

8 

4 

7 

279 

190 

Norristown . 

1 

12 

3 

3 

1 

152 

194 

Selin’s  Grove . 

1 

16 

2 

4 

1 

170 

197 

Carlisle . . . 

2 

18 

6 

1 

98 

199 

Lock  Haven . 

7 

16 

1 

3 

175 

203 

Lewistown . 

3 

6 

6 

4 

1 

96 

211 

Kensington ,  Phila.  co. 

1 

20 

6 

1 

2 

1 

346 

216 

Pottsville . 

5 

14 

5 

7 

2 

197 

218 

TTonesd.ale . 

3 

23 

3 

2 

2 

136 

219 

Pittsburg . 

6 

21 

12 

4 

2 

2 

236 

220 

Hollidau  sbur  a . 

13 

2 

3 

3 

109 

221 

Pittsburg . 

2 

29 

5 

1 

8 

1 

203 

222 

Minersville . 

18 

9 

3 

93 

223 

Allegheny  City . 

5. 

22 

6 

3 

3 

156 

224 

Danville . 

12 

3 

1 

87 

1  225 

Greensburg . 

2 

13 

5 

1 

1 

i 

110 

j  226 

Lebanon . 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

142 

227 

Reading . 

3 

38 

21 

1 

2 

303 

1  228 

Uniontown . 

2 

11 

1 

3 

2 

88 

229 

Rochester . 

3 

31 

4 

3 

2 

1 

122 

230 

Port  Richmond, 

Philadelphia  co . . . . 

2 

17 

3 

1 

2 

4 

255 

231 

Pittsburg . 

2 

9 

2 

1 

1 

79 

232 

Jersey  Shore . 

5 

1 

1 

2 

51 

233 

Pittston . 

4 

4 

5 

2 

5 

3 

128 

234 

Meadville . 

4 

18 

3 

3 

15 

1 

179 

236 

Chester . 

11 

2 

6 

160 

237 

Bcalsville . 

1 

6 

1 

2 

81 

238 

Tamaqua . 

3 

16 

3 

1 

2 

99 

239 

Freeport . 

7 

12 

1 

3 

1 

2 

54 

240 

Montrose . 

2 

15 

1 

5 

1 

203 

241 

Warren . 

4 

11 

9 

2 

2 

92 

242 

Mauch  Chunk . 

2 

10 

4 

7 

1 

119 

243 

New  Castle . 

6 

15 

5 

9 

86  . 

244 

Kittanning . 

3 

6 

5 

20 

5 

82 

245 

Doylestown . 

2 

13 

1 

10 

1 

165 
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Philadelphia . 

2 

24 

6 

2 

4 

340 

247 

Mansfield, . 

1 

24 

5 

1 

78 
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Tunkhannock . 

1 

9 

11 

4 

1 

75 

249 

Carbondale . 

1 

15 

4 

o 

O 

4 

2 

109 

250 

Sharon . 

3 

14 

1 

15 

76 

251 

Piercer . *  . . . . 

13 

6 

5 

82 

252 

Fayette  City . 

7 

1 

1 

68 

253 

Pittsburg . 

13 

12 

2 

110 

254 

Pottstown . . 

26 

3 

121 

255 

Shamokin . 

8 

16 

7 

9 

68 

256 

Milton . 

14 

7 

10 

20 

1 

103 

258 

Conneautville . 

4 

7 

3 

2 

10 

99 

259 

New  Rriahton . 

4 

6 

2 

9 

78 
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Carlisle . 

4 

17 

1 

4 

4 

77 
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261 

Providence . 

2 

16 

2 

4 

1 

■ 

100 

262 

Orrstown . 

13 

. 

1 

28 

263 

Laceyville . 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

83 

264 

Columbus . 

1 

10 

1 

6 

87 

265 

Bloomsbury . 

4 

33 

2 

4 

1 

165 

1  266 

York . 

8 

2 

5 

203 

267 

Tremont . 

1 

28 

13 

1 

99 

268 

Bellefonte . 

2 

17 

3 

1 

109 

269 

Birmingham . 

4 

18 

6 

1 

2 

1 

140 

270 

Schuylkill  Haven  . . . 

1 

5 

1 

3 

60 

271 

Philadelphia . 

4 

12 

7 

6 

1 

176 

272 

Butler . 

4 

23 

3 

65 

273 

Athensville . 

12 

2 

1 

77 

274 

TEes£  Philo-delphia.. . . 

24 

7 

5 

14 

3 

167 

275 

Latrobe . 

-* 

1 

3 

5 

1 

86 

276 

Bronkville . 

27 

10 

2 

1 

1  ^5 

!  277 

Clarion . 

1 

24 

15 

87 

1  278 

Johnstown . 

4 

9 

4 

1 

i 

1 

103 

279 

Carmichaels . 

1 

10 

6 

51 

281 

Altoona . 

2 

4 

8 

2 

3 

119 

282 

Hollidaysburg . 

5 

1 

4 

2 

88 

283 

Bethlehem . 

5 

9 

2 

6 

4 

1'3 

284 

Catasauqua . 

4 

31 

3 

4 

115 

i  285 

St.  Clair . 

9 

1 

i 

70 

1  286 

Columbia . 

10 

8 

3 

4 

1 

103 

287 

Pittsburn . 

8 

28 

3 

245 

i  288 

Allegheny  City . 

2 

8 

2 

78 

!  289 

Philadelphia . 

5 

3 

3 

1 

180 

290 

Greenville . 

6 

17 

4 

4 

8 

3 

109 

291 

Scranton . 

6 

11 

2 

3 

2 

111 

292 

Frankford ,  Phila.  Co. 

1 

31 

15 

2 

4 

2 

256 

294 

Ashland . 

1 

22 

3 

3 

2 

1 

123 

295 

Philadelphia . 

2 

7 

1 

6 

o 

186 

296 

Germantown  Phila  Co. 

. 

31 

1 

24 

228 

297 

Canonsburq . 

8 

2 

1 

3 

66 

298 

Media . 

2 

5 

2 

2 

78 

299 

Muncy . 

1 

6 

4 

86 

300 

Huntingdon . 

8 

11 

6 

3 

144 

301 

Waverly . 

2 

7 

2 

2 

1 

81 

302 

Mechanicsburg . 

1 

19 

2 

133 

303 

Titusville . 

21 

45 

13 

11 

201 

304 

Albion . 

. 

21 

6 

96 

305 

Hawley . 

8 

1 

3 

55 

306 

Troy . 

28 

13 

15 

116 

307 

Womelsdorf . 

9 

i 

84 

308 

Fort  Washington .... 

15 

. 

72 

309 

Downinytown . 

4 

16 

1 

1 

21 

1 

97 

310 

Trappe . 

1 

5 

4 

55 

311 

Mount  Bethel . 

2 

9 

1 

. 

4 

73 

312 

Kbensburg . 

7 

6 

54 

313 

Indiana . 

7 

7 

7 

5 

47 

314 

Clearfield . 

1 

9 

1 

4 

7 

52 

315 

Shipvensbura . 

4 

2 

4 

59 

316 

Franklin . 

11 

2 

1 

4 

1 16 

317 

Wellsboro ’ . 

3 

5 

2 

1 

12 

1 

77 

318 

Allegheny  City . 

2 

25 

6 

•  ••••• 

5 

1 

136 

319 

j Yew  Bloomfield . . 

2 

11 

7 

1 

63 

1 
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320 

Bedford  . 

25 

1 

2 

101 

321 

East  Liberty . 

8 

3 

71 

322 

West  Chester . 

3 

5 

1 

7 

1 

2 

117 

323 

Scranton . 

3 

18 

1 

2 

4 

2 

108 

324 

Wijf.intown . 

1 

7 

3 

77 

325 

Stroudsbura . 

17 

5 

1 

101 

326 

Trexlert.own . 

1 

22 

2 

112 

327 

TTa?leton . 

2 

15 

2 

89 

328 

Lack son . 

5 

1 

1 

6 

55 

329 

Greensboro 5 . 

5 

4 

1 

59 

330 

TTa.mli.nton . 

3 

21 

8 

75 

331 

TAgonier . 

8 

2 

44 

332 

Plymouth . 

2 

1 

3 

38 

333 

Allentown . 

6 

11 

13 

2 

1 

157 

334 

Scad, ford,.. 

2 

7 

2 

7 

71 

335 

Montour  smile . 

5 

1 

42 

336 

Gettysburg  . 

2 

31 

1 

88 

337 

Monongahela  City..  . . 

3 

7 

1 

5 

1 

75 

338 

Great  Bend . 

8 

15 

6 

5 

1 

97 

339 

Hyde  Park, . 

4 

26 

2 

1 

2 

1 

86 

340 

Garrett? s  Siding  . 

9 

1. 

87 

341 

Factoryville . 

16 

1 

1 

2 

1 

75 

342 

Comic,  r  sport. . . 

5 

4 

2 

5 

76 

343 

Cochransville . 

11 

3 

9 

1 

118 

344 

ffi] ford, . 

3 

12 

4 

1 

1 

59 

345 

Scranton . 

12 

4 

1 

4 

1 

48 

346 

Connell,  strl.lle. 

8 

1 

1 

1 

42 

347 

Gi.ra.rd,  . 

4 

13 

4 

1 

2 

77 

348 

TTa.nover . 

4 

2 

3 

2 

32 

349 

Ca.ta.wissa. 

5 

18 

3 

75 

350 

Blossburg . 

1 

28 

3 

3 

7 

1 

107 

351 

EnoT.ni.lle . 

12 

5 

47 

352 

Chester  City. 

3 

2 

1 

46 

353 

Oxford . 

2 

11 

1 

1 

1 

60 

354 

Shirk  shinny  . 

12 

2 

1 

35 

355 

Blairsville . 

8 

1 

3 

3 

35 

356 

Ten.  Mile  Villa ne. 

2 

6 

2 

42 

357 

Mafia  non  Ci.t.n 

1 

22 

2 

69 

358 

Snm.p.y'Rct- 

4 

9 

4 

2 

54 

359 

Philadelphia,  . 

3 

5 

1 

1 

53 

360 

Susquehanna  Depot. . 

1 

21 

10 

79 

361 

ISevmill.e 

3 

17 

3 

5 

49 

362 

Erie . 

16 

40 

13 

1 

119 

363 

Oil,  Ci.t.n  . 

6 

29 

4 

10 

85 

364 

Millp.rsbn.ra. . 

4 

6 

2 

44 

365 

Corny 

8 

33 

10 

1 

83 

366 

Union  Mills . 

2 

25 

11 

•  %  •  •  • 

3 

74 

367 

Pearling . 

11 

1 

30 

368 

Philadelnhi  a 

1 

11 

25 

369 

Philadelphia  . 

4 

74 

17 

1 

2 

111 

370 

Mi.tfl.i.nhn.rn . . 

2 

17 

5 

1 

52 

371 

Thom  rtson  town. 

4 

12 

1 

1 

28 

372 

Sna.rt.a.n.sh  i/.ra. 

13 

2 

1 

21 

373 

Ti.oaa.  . 

11 

24 

374 

Manchester 

2 

23 

5 

1 

38 

375 

Mr.  Keesport.  . 

2 

21 

6 

2 

41 

376 

Mr.  Veyt.own  .  . 

1 

25 

44 

r 
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No.  of  Lodge. 

WHERE  HELD. 

Admissions. 

Initiations. 

Rejections. 

Suspens’ns  or 

Expulsions. 

Resigned. 

Deceased. 

Number  of 

Members. 

1  377 

Kurtztown . 

8 

14 

2 

31 

378 

Mount  Carmel.  . 

7 

12 

1 

1 

26 

379 

Riclqway . . .  . . 

4 

30 

4 

1 

46 

380 

Philadelphia . 

4 

41 

53 

381 

Newport . 

4 

10 

22 

382 

Emporium . 

4 

47 

4 

61 

383 

Coatesville . 

6 

4 

1 

1 

31 

384 

Nicetown ,  Phila.  Co.. 

28 

4 

48 

385 

West  Philadelphia . . . 

11 

42 

386 

Philadelphia . 

5 

92 

7 

109  | 

388 

Smethport . 

7 

1 

21 

389 

West  Middlesex . 

1 

7 

1 

•  •  •  •  •  a 

23 

390 

Lawrenceville . 

10 

32 

6 

50 

391 

Philipsburq . 

7 

33 

7 

48 

392 

Erie . 

22 

6 

38 

393 

Philadelphia . 

72 

83 

395 

Kingston . 

9 

9 

1 

. | 

29 

396 

Easton . 

18 

33 

397 

Williamsport . 

2 

2 

13 

398 

Marietta . 

9 

4 

21 

400 

Jenkintown . 

1 

. 1 

I 

6 

RECAPITULATION 

• 

FOR  THE  YEAR  A.  L.  5867. 

Admissions, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

589 

Initiations, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

3,681 

Rejections, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

6S8 

Suspensions  and  Expulsions, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

358 

Resignations, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

838 

Deaths, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

268 

Number  of  Members, 

• 

•  • 

• 

• 

.  26,140 
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LODGES  CONSTITUTED  IN  1868. 


I 


387  'Dushore . Constituted  February  6,  1868. 


399 

North  East . 

CC 

January  23, 

CC 

401 

Watsontown . 

cc 

CC 

16, 

CC 

402 

Philadelphia . 

cc 

cc 

13, 

cc 

403 

Clarksville . 

cc 

February  26, 

cc 

404 

Northumberland . 

cc 

CC 

3, 

cc 

405 

Waynesburg . 

cc 

CC 

5, 

c<. 

406 

Hamburg . 

cc 

March 

18, 

cc 

407 

Jacksonville . 

CC 

CC 

11, 

cc 

408 

Meadville . 

a 

January 

20, 

Si 

409 

Pine  Grove . . 

CC 

April 

21, 

cc 

410 

Hatboro ’ . 

cc 

CC 

9, 

cc 

411 

Darlington . 

cc 

CC 

30, 

cc 

412 

Tidioute . 

cc 

May 

20, 

cc 

413 

Northampton . 

CC 

June 

11, 

cc 

415 

Canton . 

cc 

April 

28, 

cc 

416 

Edinboro> . 

cc 

September  8, 

cs 

417 

Kirkwood . 

cc 

July 

2, 

cc 

418 

Rome . 

cc 

June 

27, 

ii 

419 

Philadelphia . 

cc 

CC 

9, 

Si 

420 

Conshohocken . 

cc 

August 

15, 

cc 

421 

Osceola . 

cc 

July 

22, 

cc 

422 

Newtown . 

cc 

CC 

8, 

cc 

423 

Shrewsbury . 

cc 

September  8, 

cc 

424 

Jamestown . 

cc 

CC 

10, 

cc 

425 

Waterford . 

C  w 

November  10, 

cc 

426 

Cressona . 

cc 

CC 

5, 

cc 

427 

Nwtown . 

cc 

CC 

6, 

cc 

429 

Harmony . 

cc 

January 

5, 

1869. 

430 

Allegheny  City . 

cc 

October 

29, 

1868. 

431 

Saltzburg . 

cc 

November  30, 

cc 

432 

Philadelphia . 

cc 

December 

22, 

cc 
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Grand  Lodge  closed  in  harmony,  at  twelve  o’clock 
and  forty-five  minutes  P.  M. 

JOHN  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary . 
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QUARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION, 


Held  at  Philadelphia,  December  1st,  A,  D.  1869,  A.  L.  5869. 


Present : 


Bro.  Richard  Yaux,  .  .  . 

“  Robert  A.  Lamberton, 
*•  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  . 
“  Alfred  R.  Potter. 

Peter  Williamson,  . 
u  John  Thomson,  .  .  . 

J.  Alexander  Simpson, 
“  C.  F.  Knapp,  .... 
u  William  Himrod,  Jr., 

“  Thomas  S.  McNair, 

••  George  S.  Snyder,  .  . 

•4  Robert  H.  Thomas, 

“  William  R.  Findley,  . 

Robert  L.  Muench,  . 
u  Charles  M.  Howell,  . 

A.  M.  Pollock,  .  .  . 
**  William  K.  Bray,  .  . 

C.  M.  Hoover,  .  .  . 
**  Joseph  L.  Slighter,  . 
G.  D.  Kugler,  .  .  . 

E.  P.  Kingsbury,  .  . 
“  James  M.  Porter,  .  . 

Pearson  Church,  .  . 
“  Christian  Little,  .  . 

“  George  Metzger,  .  . 

“  JAMES  C.  ATCHESON, 

“  William  Citatland,  . 


JR.  W.  Grand  Master. 

“  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

u  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

u  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

u  Grand  Treasurer. 

u  Grand  Secretary. 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary . 


District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 
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u  R.  II.  Pattison,  .  .  . 

“  Geo.  W.  pEAcLAu ghlin, 
u  Harmanus  Neff,  .  . 
“  P.  A.  B.  WlDENER,  .  . 

“  George  W.  Wood,  .  . 
u  Orrin  T.  Noble,  .  . 
“  Joseph  H.  Boswell,  . 

‘ 4  Charles  Schnider, 

“  James  Hutchinson, 

“  D.  C.  Skerrett,  .  .  . 

;  ‘  Lucius  H.  Scott,  .  . 

1  u  Henry  M.  Phillips,  . 


Bro.  Richard  Vaux,  .  . 

“  Alfred  R.  Potter, 

“  Joseph  II.  Livingston, 


Grand  Chaplains. 

Senior  Grand  Beacon. 
Junior  Grand  Beacon. 
Grand  Marshall. 
Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
Grand  Pursuivant. 
Grand  Tyler. 

i 

Past  Grand  Masters. 


j-  Bepresentative  of  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  Mew  York ,  Illinois ,  South 
Carolina ,  Alabama ,  Texas  and 
Washington  Territory. 
Bepresentative  of  the  G.  L.  of  Mew 
Jersey. 

j  Bepresentative  of  the  G.  L.  of  Mis - 
l  souri. 


One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  Lodges  represented. 

Grand  Lodge  opened  in  ample  form  at  ten  and  a  half 
o’clock,  A.  M. 


This  being  the  time  fixed  for  the  election  of  Grand 
Officers,  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
R.  W.  Grand  Master,  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and 
R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Bros.  Pearson  Church,  James  Herdman,  Robert 
Clark,  George  S.  Snyder,  William  R.  Findley? 
William  H.  Eagle,  Robert  H.  Thomas,  James  C. 
Acheson  and  C.  M.  Hoover,  having  been  apjiointed 
tellers,  announced  that  the  following  officers  were  duly 
elected,  to  wit; 


Bro.  Robert  A.  Lamberton,  .  B.  W.  Grand  Master. 

“  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  .  .  ••  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

11  Alfred  R,  Potter,  .  .  ‘w  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Bros.  B.  Biddle  Egberts,  James  M.  Porter  and 
H.  J.  White,  haying  been  appointed  tellers,  announced 
that  Bro.  Robert  Clark  had  been  duly  elected  R.  W. 
Junior  Grand  Warden. 

The  Grand  Lodge  then  went  into  an  election  for 
Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Secretary,  Trustees  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  Charity  Fund,  and  Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest. 

Bros.  C.  M.  Howell,  W.  K.  Brexizee,  Charles 
E.  Meyer,  William  Himrod,  Jr.,  Charles  D.  Free¬ 
man  and  Charles  H.  Kingston,  haying  been  appointed 
tellers,  reported  the  following  as  the  result,  to  wit: 

Bro.  Peter  Williamson,  .  .  Ii.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  John  Thomson,  ....  “  Grand  Secretary. 

Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund. 

Bro.  Joseph  S.  Riley,  Bro.  John  Wilson,  Sr., 

“  J.  Laudenslager,  “  Daniel  Brittain. 

u  George  Griscom, 


Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest. 

Bro.  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  Bro.  George  Thomson, 

*  “  James  Hutchinson,  “  Jacob  Bennett. 

“  Charles  M.  Preyost, 


The  following  communication  was  received,  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  services  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  laying  of 
the  corner  stone  of  the  monument  in  Fairmount  Park, 
erected  to  the  memory  of  Alex.  Yon  Humboldt: 


8  — 


Philadelphia,  Oct.  11th,  1869. 

To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Gentlemen  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Humboldt  festival,  it  was  unamimously 

Besolved ,  To  express  our  deep  and  lasting  sense  of  obligation  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  for  performing  the  impressive  ceremony 
of  laying  the  corner  stone  for  a  monument  of  Alexander  Yon 
Humboldt  on  the  13th  of  September.  We  hope  the  time  will  not  be 
far  distant  when  we  may  invite  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
witness  the  completion  of  the  work  which  was  begun  under  their 
auspices. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

Most  respectfully  yours, 

Oswald  Seidenstickek, 

Corresponding  Sec reta i -y. 


The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee 


on  Finance: 


3HEP0HT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Finance  Committee  respect/ Lilly  report: 

That  during  the  Fiscal  Year  1869,  they  have  made  the  usual 
periodical  examinations  of  the  accounts  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Grand  Treasurer,  Hall  Committee,  Building  Committee,  Trustees  of 
the  Building  Eund,  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  and 
of  the  Girard  Bequest:  all  of  which  have  been  found  correct  and 
agreeing  with  their  vouchers,  bank  books,  &c. 

The  accounts  of  the  Grand  Secretary  show  that  he  has  received 
during  the  year 

S3, 130  00  .  .  .  .  For  Dispensations 

106  00  .  .  .  .  For  Certificates,  and 

459  40  .  .  .  For  Aliiman  Rezons. 

Total,  S3, 695  40 


—  9  — 

His  interest  accounts  show  : 

That  he  had  a  balance  on  hand  November  15th,  1808, 
And  during  the  year  has  received  from  the  Grand 

Lodge  funds, . 

And  for  interest  on  his  deposits,  .... 

Total, . 

Out  of  which  he  has  paid  for  interest  on  the  Masonic 
Loans,  ...•••••' 

Leaving  in  his  hands.  . 

And  there  still  remains  interest  which  has  not  been 
called  for,  amounting  to 


The  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  show  : 

RECEIPTS. 


( 


Balance  on  hand  November  15tli,  1868, 
Received  for  Dues,  Masonic  Rents,  &c., 
u  u  Dispensations,  Warrants,  &c., 
u  Rents  of  Stores, 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  Orders  of  Grand  Master,  .  .  .  $  3,249  04 

u  Expenses  of  D.  D.  Grand  Masters,  .  2,031  13 

u  Salaries  and  Expenses  Grand  Secre- 


tary’s  Office, 

.  3,130  00 

u 

Expenses  of  Grand  Treasurer, 

38  26 

u 

Salary  of  Grand  Tyler, 

257  80 

u 

Orders  of  Hall  Committee, 

.  8,369  45 

u 

Expenses  Committee  of  Finance, 

691  10 

a 

For  Printing,  .... 

.  1,134  70 

it 

Interest  on  Masonic  Loans, 

,  12,000  00 

Transferred  to  Building  Fund, 

.  40,000  00 

u  “  Sinking  Fund,  . 

3,765  50 

Insurance,  .  . 

200  00 

Leaving  balance  with  Grand  Treasurer  of . 


$  407  94 

12,000  00 
12  03 

.$12,479  97 

11,762  33 
$  717  64 

$1,291  85 


$  975  95 
51,807  56 
10,327  '92 
13,125  00 

$76,236  43 


$74,867  58 
$  1,368  85  • 


The  Hall  Committee  have  not  expended  all  their  appropriation,  as 
will  be  seen  by  their  own  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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The  Building  Committee 


Have  expended  as  follows  : 

In  the  month  of  February,  . 

.  $  125  00 

u  “  March, 

.  584  65 

u  u  April, 

.  1,097  00 

“  “  May,  . 

.  .  .  .  .  5,533  35 

u  u  June,  . 

.  19,625  20 

“  “  July,  . 

.  5,694  41 

“  u  August, 

.  23,003  46 

u  44  September, 

.  25,849  68 

44  October, 

. 18,151  98 

Up  to  15th  of  November, 

.  14,493  36 

Total, 

$114,157  59 

The  operations  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund  have  been  very 
successful.  In  the  management  of  the  moneys  coming  into  their 
possession,  they  have  by  judicious  temporary  investments  earned  for 
the  Grand  Lodge  the  sum  of  $4,256  75  in  the  shape  of  interest. 

Their  own  report  will  give  the  details  of  their  doings. 

The  two  Charity  Funds  show  their  usual  good  management. 

Tiie  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund 


Had  a  balance  on  hand,  November  15,  1868,  of  .  .  $1,622  39 

And  their  Receipts  for  Interest  and  Premium  during 


the  present  year,  have  been 

•  •  < 

.  3,407  92 

They  have  paid  the  Almoners  this  year,  . 

$4, .000  00 

$5,030  31 

And  their  Expenses  have  been  . 

2  62 

— 

$4,002  62 

Leaving  balance  in  their  hands  of 

•  •  • 

$1,027  69 

Their  Investments  are  : 

In  United  States  5.20’s, 

•  ♦  • 

$  9,000  00 

In  New  Masonic  Loan, 

•  •  • 

41,500  00 

In  Mortgage  on  property  in  Germantown. 

• 

3,200  00 

$53,700  00 

In  these  investments  the  brethren  will  notice  there  is  a  mortgage 

on  property  in  Germantown  for  $3,200. 


Your  Committee  think  that  it  might  be  to  the  interest  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  call  in  that  loan,  and  invest  it  in  the  Yew  Masonic  Temple 

o 

Loan. 


The  Girard  Trust 


Had  a  balance  on  hand,  Yov.  loth,  1868,  of 

•  • 

$1,015  64 

Their  receipts  during  1869  for  Interest,  Premiums,  &c. 

,  3,297  42 

$4,313  06 

They  have  paid  the  Stewards,  .  .  .  $2 

And  bought  $1,000  Lehigh  Yavigation 

,750  00 

Gold  Loan . 

911  25 

— 

$3,661  25 

Leaving  balance  on  hand,  Yov.  loth,  1869,  of 

•  • 

$  651  81 

Their  Investments  are  : 

Southwark  and  Moyamensing  Gas  Loan,  . 

$12,420  00 

United  States  5.20’s  of  1867, 

13,000  00 

“  “  “  “  1865, 

1,000  00 

“  “  6’s  “  1881, 

3,500  00 

Pennsylvania  War  Loan,  .... 

3,000  00 

Yew  Masonic  Loan,  ..... 

14,000  00 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Yavigation  Gold  Loan,  . 

1,000  00 

Sunbury  Masonic  Loan  Association,  . 

4,000  00 

Total,  .... 

•  • 

$51,920  00 

*  The  Finance  Committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the  brethren  to 
the  last  of  the  above  investments,  to  wit :  $4000  Sunhury  Masonic 
Loan  Association. 

This  amount  was  loaned  to  the  brethren  of  S unbury  Apiil  1st,  186  < . 
to  assist  in  building  a  Yew  Masonic  Hall,  and  they  contracted  lO  pa} 
0  per  cent,  interest  and  $1,000  of  the  principal  on  the  1st  da}  s  of  April, 
in  the  years  1868,  1869,  1870  and  1871.  Thus  far  they  have  not  paid 
a  cent  of  either  principal  or  interest,  and  this  Committee  think  that 
some  method  should  be  adopted  to  compel  payment  of  at  least  that 
which  is  due  under  the  contract,  if  not  of  the  whole  sum  loaned. 

r 

According  to  the  instructions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the  Committee 
assumed  the  direction  of  the  issue  of  the  Yew  Masonic  Temple  Loan. 

Handsome  certificates  were  prepared,  and  subscriptions  received  as 

\ 

follows : 


In  the  month  of  April, 

“  “  May, 

“  “  June, 

“  “  July, 

“  “  August,  . 

“  “  September, 

“  “  October,  . 

To  the  fifteenth  of  November, 


$  8,850  00 
43,325  00 
34,600  00 
16,475  00 
11,950  00 
34,500  00 
5,500  00 
7,000  00 


Total, 


$162,200  00 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  subscriptions  are  now  falling  off  very 
materially,  and  as  the  requirements  of  the  Building  Committe  wrill 
increase  as  the  building  of  the  Temple  advances,  it  is  necessary  that 
some  means  shall  be  adopted  to  stimulate  the  efforts  of  the  brethren 
to  more  active  exertion  in  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the  New  Loan. 

At  the  creation  of  this  New  Loan  a  resolution  was  adopted  “that 
five  per  cent,  of  the  receipts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be  appropriated  for 
its  redemption,”  and  the  Finance  Committee  were  instructed] to  cause 
that  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund  as  a 
Sinking  Fund. 

This  has  been  done,  and  the  per  eentage  for  this  year,  amounting  to 
$3,765  50,  has  been  paid  to  the  said  Trustees. 

By  the  death  of  Bro.  W.  W.  Davidson,  the  position  of  Clerk  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  became  vacant,  and  this  vacancy  was  filled  by  the 
Finance  Committee  appointing  Bro.  Joseph  H.  Boswell,  P.  M.  of 
No.  186,  as  successor  to  Bro.  Davidson. 

The  Committee  estimates  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  year  1870,  will  be  as  follows  : 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on  hand,  .... 
For  Dues,  Masonic  Rents,  &c.,  &c.,  . 

“  Dispensations,  Warrants,  &c.,  &c., 
“  Rents  of  Stores,  .... 

Total,  . 


.  $  1,368  85 

.  50,000  00 

.  10,000  00 

.  14,000  00 


$75,368  85 


EXPENDITURES. 


For  Expenses  of  Grand  Master, 

“  Ordinary  Expenses  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  ...... 

“  Expenses  of  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,  .... 

11  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Grand 
Officers,  ..... 

“  Orders  of  the  Hall  Committee, 

‘  ‘  Insurance, . 

“  Interest  on  Loans,  .... 
“  the  Sinking  Fund,  .  .  .  . 

Leaving  a  surplus  of 
which  can  go  to  the  Building  Fund. 


$  1,500 

00 

o 

o 

00 

2,000 

00 

4,400 

00 

11,163 

00 

200 

00 

30,000 

00 

3,700 

00 

$54,403  00 
$20,905  00 


An  examination  of  the  Grand  Lodge  accounts  show  that  there  is 
due  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  from  Subordinate  Lodges,  the  sum  of  $1,627  50, 
of  which  the  following  named  Lodges  owe  sums  over  .$20,  none  of  them, 
however,  amounting  to  two  years,  dues  : 


Sunbury,  .  Lodge 

Ho 

To  wanda, 

ll 

a 

108, 

Drumore  Centre, 

ll 

Ll 

156, 

Uniontown, 

ll 

l  L 

228, 

Warren, 

ll 

u 

241, 

Media, 

ll 

Li 

298, 

Greensboro’  . 

L  L 

LL 

329, 

Great  Bend, . 

u 

LL 

338, 

Knoxville,  . 

ll 

LL 

351, 

Hewville, 

u 

LL 

361, 

Emporium,  . 

ll 

LL 

382, 

Dusbore, 

u 

LL 

387, 

$160  00 
.  201  00 
21  00 
.  102  00 

.  122  00 

.  Ill  00 

25  70 

.  .  .  146  00 

86  50 
81  00 
.  149  00 

62  50 
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Our  present  financial  position  may  be  set  down  as  follows 


ASSESTS, 


Hall  on  Chestnut  Street,  . 

ISTew  Masonic  Temple,  Cost  of  Lot,  . 
Expended  to  date,  *  . 


$156,793  16 
1S6,936  85 


$350,000  00 


Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  ..... 
Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund,  ..... 

Building-  Fund, . .  . 

Sinking  Fund,  ........ 

Amount  due  from  Subordinate  Lodges,  (see  Sche¬ 
dule  A.,) . 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer, 


3,730  01 
54,729  69 

52,571  81 
114,091  93 
3,765  50 


4,244  44 
1,368  85 

$924,502  23 


LTAWLTTIES. 


Xew  Loan,  1st  Series, . $162,200  00 

“  2d  “  186,000  00 

Balance  due  to  Subordinate  Lodges,  (see  Schedule  B,)  281  58 

Surplus, .  576,020  65 


$924,502  23 


§ 

Schedule  A. 

Balances  due  from  Subordinate  Lodges  i 


Lodge  No. 

22, 

$100 

00 

Carried  forward, 

• 

$3308 

89 

u 

52, 

1 

00 

Lodge  No. 

308,  . 

91 

00 

u 

72, 

095 

00 

u 

309,  . 

4 

00 

u 

91, 

454 

50 

i  i 

312,  . 

9 

50 

a 

108, 

201 

00 

u 

318,  . 

9 

00 

u 

134, 

523 

50 

u 

320,  . 

1 

00 

u 

135, 

237 

50 

(.  t 

329,  . 

25 

70 

u 

150, 

21 

00 

u 

331,  . 

9 

•U 

00 

u 

104, 

2 

20 

u 

330,  . 

135 

00 

u 

218, 

GO 

00 

L  C 

338,  . 

140 

00 

iC 

224, 

154 

50 

■  a 

344,  . 

50 

u 

228, 

102 

00 

u 

345,  . 

20 

00 

u 

241, 

122 

00 

u 

340,  . 

10 

00 

C  i 

254, 

190 

00 

i.  i  • 

351,  . 

80 

50 

u 

259, 

2 

00 

a 

301,  . 

81 

00 

u 

270, 

1 

00 

C  i 

382,  . 

149 

00 

i  i 

273, 

5 

00 

u 

387,  . 

65 

20 

u 

270, 

35 

00 

u 

397,  . 

00 

12 

L  i 

279, 

4 

00 

u 

410,  . 

2 

04 

u 

297, 

50 

a 

411,  . 

2 

00 

u 

298, 

111 

00 

u 

423,  . 

24 

u 

300, 

8 

50 

u 

425,  . 

1 

82 

a 

301, 

12 

09 

u 

432,  . 

1 

QQ 

66 

> 

a 

302, 

193 

00 

Grand  Council, . 

39 

00 

S3, 308  89  $4,244  44 


After  the  close  of  the  Fiscal  Year,  (Nov.  15th,  1809,)  the  following 
Lodges  paid  the  above  balances,  viz  : — 


Lodge  No. 

u 

u 


72, 

Lodge  No.  91, 

Lodge  No. 

134, 

135, 

“  218, 

u 

224, 

254, 

“  276, 

u 

302, 

308, 

“  330, 

u 

397. 

u 


Schedule  B. 


Balances  due  to  Subordinate  Lodges. 


Lodge  No.  GO,  .  .  .  1 

?  2  50 

Carried  forward,  . 

.  $152  75 

1 1 

106,  .  .  . 

1  00 

Lodge  No.  356,  .  . 

6  75 

u 

152,  .  .  . 

8  00 

LL 

362,  .  . 

3  00 

l  c 

227,  .  .  . 

50 

LL 

370,  .  . 

2  00 

u 

234,  .  .  . 

1  00 

LL 

390,  .  . 

2  00 

LL 

236,  .  .  . 

1  00 

LL 

399,  .  . 

4  38 

LL 

237,  .  .  . 

92  00 

LL 

404.  .  . 

/ 

7  80 

LL 

238,  .  .  . 

2  00 

LL 

406,  .  . 

5  53 

L  L 

243,  .  .  . 

2  00 

LL 

407,  .  . 

36  50 

LL 

258,  .  .  . 

5  00 

LL 

408,  .  . 

6  25 

c  c 

275,  .  .  . 

3  00 

LL 

413,  .  . 

6  60 

LL 

283,  .  .  . 

6  00 

LL 

416,  .  . 

8  74 

L  L 

294,  .  .  . 

10  00 

LL 

417,  .  . 

6  40 

LL 

296,  .  .  . 

2  00 

L  L 

418,  .  . 

14  52 

u 

305,  .  .  . 

2  00 

L  i 

424,  .  . 

6  35 

LL 

317,  .  .  . 

3  50 

LL 

422,  .  . 

7  60 

LL 

321,  .  .  . 

3  00 

LL 

426,  .  . 

2  33 

LL 

324,  .  .  . 

1  50 

LL 

427,  .  . 

1  06 

LL 

• 

«-N 

o 

CO 

CO 

25 

LL 

430,  .  . 

92 

LL 

339,  .  .  . 

1  50 

L  L 

431,  .  . 

10 

LL 

341,  .  .  . 

5  00 

— 

$281  58 


The  Committee  submit  the  following  resolutions  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  foregoing  suggestions. 


Very  Respectfully  and  Fraternally, 


ROBERT  CLARK, 

W.  H.  EAGLE, 

HENRY  C.  HOWELL, 
JAMES  HERDMAN, 
FRANCIS  BLACKBURNE, 


i 

|  Committee 

i 

071 

I 

i  Finance. 

J 


Resolved ,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  requested  to  collect  the  mortgage  of  $3,200  on 
property  in  Germantown,  in  such  manner  and  time  as  will  give  the 
least  inconvenience  to  the  mortgagor. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  requested  to  take  such  measures  as  may  he  necessary  to  enforce 
a  compliance  of  the  contract  with  the  Sunbury  Masonic  Loan  Associa¬ 
tion,  relating  to  the  Loan  of  $4,000  on  their  Hall  ;  and  either  to  collect 
the  amount  now  due,  or  the  whole  amount  of  $4,000,  with  interest,  as 
in  their  judgment  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  appropriations  be  made  for  the  year 
1870: 


Tor  the  Expenses  of  the  Grand  Master,  . 

“  Expenses  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 

Masters, . 

“  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Grand  Officers 
and  their  Offices,  • 

“  Ordinary  Expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

“  Orders  of  the  Hall  Committee, 

Tor  Insurance, . 


$  1,500  00 

2,000  00 

4,400  00 
1,500  00 
11,163  00 
200  00 


Resolved ,  That  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  be,  and  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Grand 
Treasurer  on  the  first  days  of  March  and  September,  1870,  for  such 
amounts  as  may  be  required  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  Masonic  Loans 
coming  due  on  those  days. 


The  report  was  approved  and  resolutions  adopted. 

h 


The  Trustees  of  the  Building 
report,  which  was  approved  : 


Fund  made  the  following 


EEPOBT  OF  TBUSTEE3  OF  BUILDING-  FUND. 

/ 

The  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund  respectfully  report : 

That  the  operations  of  the  fund  during  the  past  quarter  have  been 
as  follows : 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  report, 

Subscriptions  to  loan  as  follows  : 

August  15th  to  August  31st,  1869, 

September  1st  to  September  30th,  “ 

October  1st  to  October  31st, 

November  1st  to  November  15th,  “  •' 

Received  for  Old  Material,  .... 
a  “  Interest  on  Temporary  Loans,  . 


$121,161  48 

$4,750  00 
34,500  00 
5,500  00 
7,000  00 
1,216  74 
1,262  27 


$175,390  49 
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Paid  Orders  of  the  Building  Committee  as  follows  : 


Prom  August  15tli  to  31st,  1869, 
u  September  1st  to  30tli,  u 
u  October  1st  to  31st,  '  u 
u  November  1st  to  15th,  “ 
Expenses  of  Committee,  . 


$  2,800  00 
25,849  18 
18,151  98 
14,493  36 
4  04 


61,298  56 


Leaving  a  balance  of, 
Accounted  for  as  follows  : 


$114,091  93 


City  Warrants  on  hand  amounting  to  . 
Temporary  Loans  on  Collateral  Security, 
Balance  in  Bank,  .... 


$11,612  18 
90,000  00 
12,479  75 


$114,091  93 


Of  the  appropriation  to  the  Building  Committee  for 

1869,  amounting  to . 

They  have  already  spent, . 


$190,000  00 
114,159  79 


Leaving  a  balance  of 


$75,840  21 


Which  deducted  from  the  balance  on  hand  as  before  stated  leaves  a 
surplus  of  $38,251  72,  towards  the  appropriation  for  1870. 


The  brethren  responded  admirably  to  the  appeal  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  funds,  but  it  will  not  do  for 
them  to  relax  their  efforts.  The  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  inform  us  that  the  surplus  revenue  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  Receipts  will  probably  be  for 

1870, . .  .  $20,000  00 

While  the  Subscriptions  to  the  Loan  at  the  present 

rate  will  not  reach, .  100,000  00 

And  the  surplus  carried  over,  say  .  .  .  40,000  00 

This  makes  a  total  of  .  .  .  .  $160,000  00 

for  the  year  1870,  beyond  which  the  Trustees  cannot  advise  an 
expenditure,  without  further  exertions  by  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  Finance  Committee  have  transferred  to  the  Trustees  the  sum  of 
$3,765  50  being  five  per  cent,  of  the  Receipts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
1869,  and  this  sum  is  the  commencement  of  a  Sinking  Fund  for  the 
extinguishing  of  our  debt,  as  per  resolution  of  Grand  Lodge,  April 
7th,  1869. 


For  the  edification  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  Trustees 
will  now  give  an  account  of  the  Fund  from  the  commencement  to  the 
present  time. 


n 


The  whole  amount  received  has  been  as  follows  : 

From  the  Surplus  Funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  .  £104,180  24 

1st  or  6  per  cent.  Loan  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  186,000  00 
2d  or  7t3o  per  cent.  “  “  “  “  102,200  00 

Interest  received  on  Temporary  Loans,  .  .  4,256  <5 

Received  for  Old  Material,  .....  1,210  <4 

£457,859  73 


u 


;  i 


PAYMENTS. 


Paid  for  the  Ground, 

Orders  of  Building  Committee  in  1807, 


Expenses  of  Trustees, 


£150,793  10 
3,549  93 
69,229  33 
114,157  59 
37  79 


Leaving  balance  on  hand  as  before  stated. 


£343,707  80 
£114,091  93 


J.  PAGE,  Chairman , 
JOS.  X.  PEIRSOL, 
JOHN  THOMSON, 
FRS.  BLACKBURNE. 


The  Building  Committee  reported  as  follows : 

BEPOBT  OF  THE  BUILDING-  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania: 

The  Building  Committee  of  llie 

New  Masonic  Temple  respectfully  report : 

That  since  their  report  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
December  last,  the  work  has  progressed  as  satisfactorily  as 
could  have  been  reasonably  hoped.  The  few  delays  which  have 
prevented  the  completion  of  the  work  proposed  for  the  present 
year,  at  as  early  a  da}T  as  was  intended,  have  not  occasioned  any 
serious  detriment.  Active  operations  were  resumed  as  early  in 


the  spring  as  the  weather  seemed  to  justify,  and  have  been 
pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  At  the  close  of  the  season  last 
year,  the  entire  foundations  had  been  completed,  and  the  walls 
carried  up  to  pavement  grade.  During  the  j^ear  just  closing,  the 
first  and  second  floors  have  been  laid,  the  exterior  walls  carried 
up  to  the  top  of  the  first  string  course,  upon  the  Filbert,  Juniper 
and  Cuthbert  Street  fronts,  and  upon  the  Broad  Street  front 
with  the  exception  of  the  centre  portion :  and  all  the  interior 
walls  have  been  completed  to  the  same  height.  The  building 
has  progressed  far  enough  to  give  some  idea  of  the  magnificence 
and  solidity  which  its  appearance  will  present  when  completed : 
and  an  examination  of  the  work  must  satisfy  every  one  of  the 
thoroughness  and  care  exercised  in  its  execution.  The  Com- 
mittee  have  resolved  to  make  the  building  fire  proof  throughout. 

The  reports  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund  and  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  presented  at  this  Communication,  give  full 
information  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
New  Temple,  up  to  November  15tli,  1869,  and  of  the  financial 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  enterprise  at  that  date.  The 
balance  of  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand 
(190,000)  dollars  made  December  28tli,  1868,  for  the  present  year, 
which  appeared  by  those  reports  to  be  unexpended  November 
15tli,  1869,  will  have  been  mostly  expended  when  the  work  is 
finally  suspended  for  the  winter.  It  is  now  being  rapidly  closed, 
and  in  a  few  days  all  active  operations  on  the  building  will  have 
ceased  until  the  spring.  The  expenditures  have  very  nearly 
tallied  with  the  estimates  upon  which  the  appropriation  for  the 
year  was  based. 

During  the  coming  year  it  is  proposed,  in  accordance  with  the 
views  presented  in  the  report  of,*  the  Building  Committee,  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  June  3d,  1868,  to  carry  up  the 
building  to  the  window  sills  of  the  third  story,  which  will  require, 
according  to  the  estimates,  two  hundred  thousand  (200,000) 
dollars  ;  and  this  sum  has  already,  by  resolution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  adopted  at  the  Quarterly  Communication,  December  1st, 
1869,  been  appropriated  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  during 
the  year  1810.  The  necessaiy  orders  for  the  granite  work 
have  been  given,  so  that  no  delay  in  its  delivery  may  be  antici¬ 
pated  ;  and  the  Committee  have  hopes  that  should  the  financial 
condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  warrant  a  further  appropriation 
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in  the  course  of  the  next  few  months,  they  will  be  able  to  carry  the 
work  still  further,  and  have  the  building  under  roof  by  the  close 
of  the  building  season.  This  can  be  accomplished  in  the  opinion 
of  your  Committee  without  hurrying  the  work  in  such  a  degree 
as  to  impair  its  solidity,  and  be  really  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  securing  the  building  from  the  weather  and 
giving  more  time  for  a  careful  and  thorough  finishing  of  the  interior. 
A  vigorous  pushing  of  the  New  Loan  will,  it  is  believed,  secure 
the  necessary  means  for  the  accomplishing  of  this  desirabe 
result. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

■  _  SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS, 

Dece^ieeb.  2/tli,  1869.  Chairman  Building  Committee. 

This  report  was  approved,  and,  on  motion  of  Brother 

Peekixs,  an  appropriation  of  $200,000  was  made  for  the 
year  1870. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund 
reported  : 


REPORT  OP  THE  TRUSTEES  G.  L.  CHARITY  FUND. 


To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 


The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund , 

respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  received,  from  the  various 
sources  of  Revenue,  from  November  15,  1868. 

to  November  15,  1869. 

/  •  ♦  •  • 

Balance,  as  per  last  report,  .... 

Total  Receipts,  .... 
They  have  appropriated  and  paid  upon  orders 
issued  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand 

Master  for  the  Board  of  Almoners,  .  84,000  00 

For  the  Expenses  of  the  Trust,  .  .  '2  62 

Total  Payments,  .... 

Balance  in  hands  of  the  Trustees  in  Bank, 

Securities  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees, 


83,407  92 
1,622  39 


85,030  31 


4,002  62 
81,027  69 
853,70Q  00 


9 
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Tlie  accompanying  Statements,  marked  A.  and  B.,  will  show  the 
details  of  the  Receipts  and  Payments,  as  well  as  the  amount  and 
character  of  securities  held  by  the  Trustees  for  the  Fund  comjnitted  to 
their  charge. 

JOSEPH  S.  RILEY,  Chairman . 
JACOB  L  AITDEX SLAG  E  R , 

JOHX  WILSOX, 

DAXIEL  BRITTAIX. 

Trustees  of  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund . 

STATE MEXT  A. 

Showing  the  Receipts  and  Payments  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Charity  Fund,  for  the  Yean'  ending  November  15 th,  1869. 


RECEIPTS. 


Xov.  15,  1868,  To  balance  due  the  Fund  in  Bank, 

Jan.  6,  1869,  “  six  months,  Interest 

on  $8,500  U.  S.  5-20’s,  .  .  $255  00 

Premiums  on  $255  at  341,  87  97 

-  |342  97 

Jan.  28,  To  six  months,  Interest  on 

Mortgage  of  $3,200,  .  .  .  .  96  00 

March  2,  To  six  months,  Interest  on 

$41,500  Masonic  Loan,  ....  1,245  00 

May  4,  To  six  months,  Interest  on  $500 

IT.  S.  5-20’s, . $15  00 


Premium  on  $15  at  354,  .  5  35 

-  20  35 

July  8,  To  six  months,  Interest  on 

$8,500  U.  S.  5-20’s.  .  .  .  $255  00 

Premium  on  $255  at  34§,  .  88  61 

-  $343  61 

July  29,  To  six  months,  Interest  on 

Mortgage  of  $3,200, .  96  00 

Sept.  1,  To  six  months,  Interest  on 

$41,500,  Masonic  Loan,  .  .  .  1,245  00 

Xov.  3,  To  six  months,  Interest  on 

$500  U.  S.  5-20’s,  .  .  .  .  $15  00 

Premium  on  $15  at  26f.  ,  3  99 

- 18  99 


$1,622  39 


3,407  92 


$5,030  31 


SI, 000  00 


PAY3IEXTS. 


Dec.  2,  1868,  By  cash  paid  Almoners, 

Dec.  2, 1868,  u  u  u  Expenses  of  the 


Trust,  1868, 

.  2  62 

Jan.  16,  1869,  B}'  cash  paid  Almoners, 

.  1,000  00 

April  7,  u  “  “  “  ££  . 

500  00 

July  6,  k*  u  i£  *£  ££ 

500  00 

Oct.  6,  k£  ££  ££  ££ 

.  1,000  00 

4,002  62 


Balance  due  the  E  und,  81,027  69, 
Philadelphia.  November  loth,  1869, 


STATEMENT  B. 


Showing  the  amount  and  character  of  the  Securities  now  held  in  trust 

for  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund . 


Cert.  No.  2,102  U.  S.  5-20's.  1862,  Begistered, 

8500  00 

3,051  ££  5-20’s,  1867, 

5,000  00 

9,221  ££  5-20’s.  ££  ££ 

1,000  00 

£>  9,222  ££  5-20’s,  ££ 

1,000  00 

££  9,223  ££  5-20’s,  ££  u 

1,000  00 

t£  2,448  ££  5-20’s,  ££  £- 

500  00 

9,000  00 

££  3  New  Masonic  Loan, 

1,000  00 

63  u  “  “  . 

20,500  00 

u  74.  u  u  a 

20,030  00 

41,500  00 

Mortgage  on  House  and  Lot,  Germantown, 

No  change  in  the  Securities  this  year. 

Total  Securities  as  above,  853,700  00. 

•  « 

3,200  00 

853,700  00 

Philadelphia,  November  15th,  I860, 

Report  approved. 
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The  report  of  the  Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Charity  Fund  was: 

Grand  Lodg-e  Charity  Fund, 

December  24 th,  1869,  A.  L.  5SG9, 

To  the  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 

of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  : 

On  behalf  of  the  Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund, 
I  respectfully  report: 

That  during  the  year  ending  this  date,  they  have 
received  for  distribution  from  the  Trustees  of  the 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  ....  $3,000  00 

Balance  unexpended  as  per  last  report,  .  .  125  00 

From  Williamson  Lodge,  ISTo.  369,  a  donation  of  250  00 

Whole  amount  received  during  the  year,  .  .  $3,315  00 


They  have  distributed  during  the  same  time : 

1st,  To  158  applicants  from  widow’s  of  deceased 

brethren,  .......  $3,015  00 

2d,  To  9  Orphans  of  deceased  brothers,  .  .  180  00 

3d,  “  1  Mother  of  a  “  brother,  .  .  25  00 

4th,  u  1  Unmarried  Sister  of  a  deceased  brother,  15  00 


Total  amount  distributed,  ....  3,235  00 

Leaving  an  unexpended  balance,  ,  T  .  140  00 


$3,315  00 


Of  the  number  relieved  there  were  : 


10t  applicants  from 
29 

1  “  “ 

1  44  “ 

^  U  LI 

3  44 

8  44  44 

9  »»  *  • 

2  1  • 


Lodges  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

“  South  Carolina. 

“  44  44  Ohio. 

“  44  44  Kentucky. 

“  *4  44  Mississippi. 

44  44  Tirginia. 

44  44  Delaware. 

44  4*  Connecticut. 


2 

2 

1 

1 

Q 

1 

3 


44  Michigan. 

44  •  Yew  Jersey. 

*'  44  Yew  York. 

*'  44  Arkansas, 

in  Switzerland. 

44  Scotland. 

44  France. 

4*  Ireland. 


169  applicants  received  $3,235  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

PKICE  J.  PATTOY, 

President  Board  of  Almoners. 

Report  approved. 


The  Stewards  of  the  Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund 
reported : 

Annual  Deport  of  the  President  of  the  Stewards  of  the 

Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund. 

To  the  Bight  Worshipful 

V 

Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania: 

^  The  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Stewards  of  the 
Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund,  respectfully  submits  the  follow¬ 
ing  report  of  their  proceedings  during  the  year  ending  December 
2Tth,  A.  D.  1369,  A.  L.  5869: 

In  the  performance  of  their  official  duty,  they  have  distributed 
relief  to  ninety-six  “  poor  and  respectable  brethren.’’  to  wit : 


*10  tO  brethren  hailing  under  this  jurisdiction,  .  $2,150  3b 

“  26  44  44  from  foreign  jurisdic¬ 

tions,  to  wit : 


2  from  New  York, 

.  $10 

00 

1  “ 

Connecticut, 

30 

00 

1  44 

New  Hampshire, 

30 

00 

1  u 

Nova  Scotia,  . 

.  15 

00 

3  44 

Delaware, . 

90 

00 

o  u 

Li 

Virginia,  . 

70 

00 

1  “ 

North  Carolina, 

30 

00 

1  44 

Florida, 

.  20 

00 

1  44 

Mississippi, 

.  30 

00 

2  44 

Louisiana,. 

.  45 

00 

1  44 

Texas. 

15 

00 

1  “ 

Missouri,  . 

30 

00 

1  44 

California, 

10 

00 

1  44 

Indiana,  . 

30 

00 

1  44 

Jamaica,  . 

30 

00 

1  44 

Switzerland, 

15 

00 

1  44 

France, 

.  30 

00 

1  k4 

Cuba, 

.  30 

00 

1  44 

England,  . 

15 

00 

1  “ 

Ireland, 

.  15 

00 

Relief  granted  to  brethren  from  foreign 

jurisdictions,  . 

. 

• 

$  650 

00 

Total  amount  of  relief  granted,  . 

o  ^ 
o 

GO 

CM 

30 

Paid  Wm.  Mann  for  Minute  Book  and  Paper 

00 

(( 

Duxburry  and  Glenn 

for  quart  bottle 

Arnold’s  Fluid, 

•  •  • 

V  * 

70 

Total, 

•  »  • 

• 

$2,805 

00 

Per  Contra  : — 

Balance  remaining  on  hand 

as  per 

last  Annual  Report, 

.  $  55 

00 

Amount  drawn  for  use  of  Committee 

No.  1,  750 

00 

4;  ;; 

No.  2,  500 

00 

fc  •  4 »  i  •  - 

No.  3,  600 

00 

s 

44  44  44 

No.  4,  900 

00 

Total, . 

•  ,  • 

• 

$2,805 

00 
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The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  presented  in 
submitting  the  foregoing  report,  to  express  the  regret  he  enter¬ 
tains,  no  doubt  equally  felt  by  every  member  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  at  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  means  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Stewards ;  that  our  lamented  Brother  Girard 
would  have  greatly  added  to  his  bequest  had  he  foreseen  the 
vast  increase  of  the  Brotherhood  which  has  taken  place  since 
his  demise,  no  one  can  entertain  a  doubt.  That  the  applications 
to  this  fund  will  be  more  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  great 
number  of  Lodges  which  are  constantly  being  chartered,  we 
must  take  for  granted;  would  it  not  therefore  be  well  for  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  provide  for  the  future,  by  adding  something 
annually  to  this  fund,  so  as  to  be  able  to  meet  the  increasing 
demands  upon  it  ? 

The  following-  resolution  is  therefore  offered,  to  wit : 

Resolved ,  That  the  sum  of  $1,000  per  annum  shall  be  appropri¬ 
ated  from  the  funds  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  during  ten  consecutive 
years,  said  sums  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  “the  Trustees  of  the 
Girard  Bequest,”  to  be  added  by  them  to  said  Bequest,  and  the 
interest  arising  therefrom  to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
Stewards  of  “the  Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund,”  for  the  relief 
of  “poor  and  respectable  brethren.” 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

E.  P.  LESCURE, 

President  of  Stewards. 

Tlie  Report  was  approved,  but  the  resolution  attached 
to  it  was  not  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  pro¬ 
posed  June  2d,  1869,  and  laid  over,  was  taken  up  and 
adopted,  viz: 

“ Resolved ,  That  on  and  after  St.  John's  day  in  December, 
1869,  no  Lodge  located  in  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia 
shall  confer  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry  for  a  less  sum 
than  seventy-five  dollars,  and  those  out  of  Philadelphia  not  less 
than  forty  dollars.” 


—28— 
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Also,  the  following  amendment,  offered  September 
1st,  1869,  and  laid  oyer,  was  adopted. 

“  Resolved ,  That  Section  4,  page  9,  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon  be 
amended  by  striking  out  eighty-one  and  inserting  two  hundred 
dollars,  so  that  the  Section  will  read: — Warrants  for  New 
Lodges  each  two  hundred  dollars.” 

Grand  Lodge  closed  in  harmony  at  8  o’clock  P.  M. 

JOHN  THOMSON, 

„  Grand  Secretary. 


/ 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


— ♦ 


ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 


- - - 


£>t.  |fobtt  tbe  Cbangclisfs  g-m, 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  27th,  A.  D.  1S69,  A.  L.  5869. 

The  Grand  Lodge  opened  in  ample  form  at  ten  and  a 
half  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Reports  from  the  Committee  on  Appeals  were  received 
and  the  following  resolutions,  being  attached  thereto,  they 
were  considered  and  adopted: 

u Resolved ,  That  wherever  a  charge  against  a  member  of  any 
Lodge  shall  be  preferred  by  its  Worshipful  Master;  the  Lodge 
shall,  by  ballot,  elect,  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  present, 
a  Committee  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  charge,  and  in  no 
case  shall  any  person  preferring  or  participating  in  the  charge, 
be  a  member  of  any  such  Committee. 

u Resolved,  That  all  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals,  shall, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  together  with  the 
action  thereon,  be  certified  to  the  Lodges,  respective^,  whose 
conduct  forms  the  subject  of  inquiry,  shall  be  read  by  the 
Worshipful  Master,  at  the  first  stated  meeting  of  the  Lodo-es. 
and  shall  be  fully  entered  upon  its  minutes. 


SA  — 


'‘.Resolved,  That  the  receipt  of  official  communications  between 
the  Grand  Secretary  and  the  Secretary  or  other  officer  of  a 
Lodge,  shall  be  promptly  acknowledged,  that  without  such 
acknowledgment  no  Lodge  shall  take  action  upon  the  subject 
of  any  such  communication  or  notice,  and  every  such  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shall  be  stated  to  the  Lodge 
at  its  first  meeting,  and  be  duly  entered  upon  the  minutes. 

u Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  for¬ 
warded  to  each  Lodge  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Lodge.” 

The  retiring  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Richard  Vaux, 
then  made  a  valedictory  address,  as  follows: 


VALEDICTORY  ADDRESS. 


-»O^Vjh 


Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

To  God,  who  said  “  Let  there  be  light,  and 
there  was  light by  whom  all  things  were,  and  are,  and  ever 
shall  be  ;  the  “  Maker  and  Ruler  of  Heaven  and  Earth  we  offer 
our  humble  adoration.  This  Masonic  Year,  as  it  passeth  away, 
in  the  weakened  accents  of  its  waning  strength,  bids  us,  in  grati¬ 
tude  and  faith,  thus  to  invoke  for  our  “  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Fraternity,”  the  blessings  of  the  past,  for  the  coming  time. 

With  all  our  Sister  Grand  Lodges  in  North  America  with  which 
we  are  in  correspondence,  the  most  cordial  and  fraternal  relations 
exist.  In  order  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  Masonic  Fraternity, 
I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  appoint  Grand  Representatives  to 
some  Sister  Grand  Lodges,  to  facilitate  more  directly  intercom¬ 
munication  between  us,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assert,  in  this 
most  unmistakeable  manner,  the  separate  and  supreme  sovereignty 
of  each  Grand  Lodge.  I  trust,  my  successor  will  complete  this 
work,  as  to  those  Grand  Bodies  to  which,  as  yet,  appointments 
have  not  been  made. 

It  has  never  been  the  feeling  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  enter 
into  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe,  thereby 
officially  to  recognise  them.  There  are  many  substantial  reasons 
which  justif}^  this  course.  I  do  not  desire  now  to  enter  into  its 
justification.  Experience  proves  its  wisdom.  England  is  the 
onl}^  exception,  and  near  that  Grand  Lodge  a  Grand  Represen¬ 
tative  has  been  commissioned.  On  the  continent  of  Europe,  a 
condition  of  affairs  has  long,  and  yet  exists,  which  complicates 

O  1 
o  J 


the  true  position  of  these  Masonic  bodies.  The  political  power 
in  many  of  the  countries  of  the  continent,  proclaims  the  right  of 
supervision  over  the  Masonic  fraternity.  The  King,  or  Emperor, 
or  whatever  title  the  Chief  of  the  State  enjoys,  assumes  to  autho¬ 
rise  the  existence  of  Masons  in  any  collective,  and  even  in  some 
cases,  their  individual  characters  as  Members  of  the  Order.  I 
never  can  consent  that  such  a  right  exists  outside  of  the  brother¬ 
hood.  To  .  recognise  Grand  Lodges  thus  subordinated  to  any 
political  power,  is  to  admit  that  a  Masonic  bod}r  so  constituted 
is  a  supreme  sovereign  authority.  Masonry  claims  to  exist  by  a 
prescriptive  right  superior  to,  and  more  ancient,  than  modern 
dynasties.  It  proclaims,  moreover,  that  its  aims,  purposes,  and 
organism,  are  violative  of  no  allegiance  the  Mason  owes  to  the 
government  under  which  he  lives.  It  has  no  connection  with 
politics  or  sectarianism.  This  position  of  the  craft  is  beyond 
the  reach  of  doubt  or  controversy.  It  has  been  asserted  ever 
since  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  aided  king  Soloman  to  build  “  The 
Temple.”  It  is  not  now  to  be  yielded,  and  in  my  opinion,  Ma* 
sonry  in  Europe,  or  elsewhere,  is  false  to  its  character,  if  it  tole¬ 
rates  tacitly  even,  a  qualified  negation  of  this  claim.  But  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  Grand  Lodges  have  been  treated  like 
minor  powers  by  stronger  nations,  and  their  existence  ended  by 
the  political  power  of  absorbing  within  their  boundaries,  the  ter¬ 
ritorial  limits  of  these  unresisting  Masonic  jurisdictions.  To 
recognise,  therefore,  Grand  Lodges  holding  their  sovereignty 
and  Masonic  supremacy  by  so  frail  a  tenure  as  the  will  of  kings, 

or  the  boundaries  which  treaties  to-day  establish,  and  to-morrow 

« 

the  sword  severs  or  subverts,  in  so  far  as  such  recognition  can, 
is  a  virtual  acknowledgment  that  these  bodies  are  lodges  subor¬ 
dinate  to  the  state,  and  not  intrinsically  sovereign  and  supreme. 
It  does  more,  it  subjects  the  recognition  to  an  admission  that 
Masonry  may,  under  any  circumstances,  be  subordinate  to  the 
political  government  of  a  country  in  which  it  is  located 


o  o 
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Within  the  past  year,  the  action  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France 
in  recognising  a  spurious  Grand  Lodge  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  has  been  considered  by  most  of 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States.  In  each  case  our  sister 
Grand  Lodges  have  denounced  this  action  as  unmasonic.  Xew 
York  and  Massachusetts  have  exhaustively  discussed  the  question 
and  acted  accordingly.  I  am  most  happy  to  find  that  the  principle 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  ever  proclaimed,  that  a 
Grand  Lodge  must  be  supreme  and  sovereign  within  its  jurisdic 
tion,  is  thus  acknowledged.  But  in  the  case  before  us,  another 
principle  which  this  Grand  Lodge  has  maintained  is  also  accepted 
as  Masonic  Law.  We  have  asserted  that  one  Grand  Lodo-e  will 
not  permit  any  interference,  by  any  other  Grand  Lodge,  with  her 
sovereignty  as  a  Grand  Body  ;  that  her  power  within  her  juris¬ 
diction  tolerates  no  rival ;  and  when  an  effort  is  made  to  that  end’ 
it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  all  Grand  Lodges  to  protest,  and  take 
such  other  action  as  the  case  demands.  The  facts  are  so  clear, 
in  this  unjustifiable  interference  in  Louisiana,  that  I  deem  it  pro¬ 
per  to  state,  that  all  correspondence  between  the  Grand  Lodo-e 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  should  cease, 
till  the  latter  recalls  its  presumptious  intermeddling  with 
the  affairs  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  and  vielcls  . 
assent  to  that  paramount  principle  of  .American  Freemasonry  at 
least,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  supreme  soveremutv  of 
Grand  Lodges  of  Free  Masons  in  the  United  States. 

The  difficulties  heretofore_existing  between  the  Grand  Lodo-es 
of  A  iiginia  and  est  ^  irginia  have  been  adjusted  in  accordance 
with  the  Masonic  principles  in  such  cases,  and  the  Grand  Lodo-e 
of  West  Virginia  is  recognised  as  a  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  the 
more  gratifying  and  satisfactory  thus  to  acknowledge  this  Grand 
Lodge  since  its  Masonic  existence  has  begun  bj"  an  amicable 
settlement  of  the  matters  in  dispute  with  the  old  Grand  Lodge 
of  A  irginia,  without  seeking  the  interposition  of  any  other  Grand 


Lodge.  To  leave  all  like  questions  to  the  calm  Masonic  judgment 
of  true  Masons  directty  interested,  it  being  solely  a  domestic 
trouble,  is  the  surest  inode  of  final  and  fraternal  arrangement. 
If  other  jurisdictions  had  taken  sides  in  the  controversy,  in 
which  they  really  had  no  concern,  as  the  Masonic  law  involved  was 
comprehensible  by  the  least  learned,  schism  afid  discord  might 
long  have  prevented  adjustment,  and  involved  the  partizan  par¬ 
ticipators  in  unfortunate  Masonic  relations. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  has,  as  I  hinted  last  year,  more 
trials  of  her  Masonic  faith.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  segre¬ 
gate  a  portion  of  her  jurisdiction  without  her  consent,  and  set 
up  a  Grand  Lodge  therein.  The  Masonic  law  applicable  to  like 
efforts  has  been  declared.  While  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Correspondence  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  this  subject  was 
examined.  The  consent  of  the  original  jurisdiction  must  be  first 
obtained  before  recognition  is  Masonically  lawful.  It  is  not 
necessarv  now  to  refer  to  it,  or  to  decide  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
case.  Such  a  course  has  just  been  condemned.  It  is  ni}T  earnest 
hope  that  harmony  will  again  assert  its  power  over  the  minds  of 
the  brethren,  and  at  last  they  may  have  a  happy  issue  out  of  all 
their  afflictions.  These  trials  are  often  necessary,  as  it  sometimes 
happens  therein,  those  who  are  not  true  Masons,  show  their  real 
character,  which  else  might  pass  unobserved  till  larger  scope  for 
mischief  is  created.  It  is  the  enemy  within  our  order  which  is 
more  to  be  feared,  than  the  enemy  without. 

A  more  exhaustive  examination  of  these  questions  is  within 
the  duties  of  the  “Committee  of  Correspondence,”  and  its  most  able 
and  learned  chairman,  brother  Judge  Fisher,  will,  in  his  report  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  carefulty  consider  them.  I  have  referred  to  them 
only  because  it  is  not  inappropriate,  and  the  obligations  resting 
on  the  Grand  Master  require  him  to  be  watchful  and  cautious  as 
to  the  foreign  relations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  perad venture  inis- 


chiefs  creep  in,  where  oversight  is  not  maintained.  1  have  long 
entertained  decided  opinions  on  these  questions,  and  in  no  single 
instance,  when  subjected  to  the  examination  of  other  jurisdictions, 
have  the}’  been  refuted  or  denied. 

During  the  past  few  years,  a  scientific  association  in  London? 
has  voluntarily  undertaken,  with  limited  aid  from  the  English 
government,  to  institute  discoveries  on  the  site  of  King  Solo¬ 
mon’s  Temple,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  yet  remains 
of  the  foundation  and  superstructure  of  that  wonderful  edifice. 
These  investigations  have  thus  far  resulted  in  yielding  most 
interesting  facts.  I  have  conversed  with  one  of  the  gentlemen 
cno-ao-ed  in  these  labors,  and  also  with  a  most  learned  and  dis- 
tineuished  American  scientist,  who  lately  visited  the  spot  and 
made  a  careful  examination  of  these  explorations.  It  is  beyond 
doubt  that  enough  has  been  done  to  satisfy  the  Free  Mason 
that  the  sacred  and  profane  history  of  this  temple  is  corrobo¬ 
rated.  When  we  hear  from  an  eye  witness  that  the  stones  of 
the  foundation,  which  have  been  brought  to  light,  are  each 
designated  by  a  significant  mark,  cut  into  each  stone,  which  has 
defied  the  learning  of  the  philologists  and  archaeologists,  we  are 
animated  with  a  joy  in  which  only  the  Mason  can  participate. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  continue  these  explorations. 
Freemasons  have  a  most  direct  interest  in  the  results.  I  therefore 
invite  my  brethren,  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
the  United  States,  to  take  such  action  as  will  supply  with  mate¬ 
rial  aid  these  explorers,  since  the  craft  will  be  rewarded  by 
evidence  thus  grasped  from  the  destroying  power  of  time,  confir¬ 
matory  of  many  of  our  esoteric  teachings.  Might  it  not  be  well 
for  those  Past  Grand  Masters  who  take  an  interest  in  this  sub¬ 
ject,  to  unite  in  securing  means  to  effect  this  most  desirable 
object.  What  labor  more  important  or  dignified  could  occupy 
the  attention  of  those  who  have  passed  through  the  chair  of  King 
Solomon,  as  Grand  Master,  than  to  devote  sometime  to  aid  those 
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engaged  in  explorations  which  may  }^et  reveal  to  the  craft  the 
evidence  of  its  perfected  completeness  and  confirmation  of  its 
character..  The  s}unbology  of  Masonry  is  a  most  interesting 
study.  The  truths  which  are  hidden  under  these  symbols  may 
yet  receive  renewed  life  in  a  resurrection  which  would  confirm 
the  faith  of  the  fraternity.  I  would  earnestly  invite,  for  this 
subject,  the  early  and  practical  consideration  of  the  distinguished 
brethren  to  whom  I  now  appeal  for  effort  to  this  end. 

1  would  venture  to  suggest,  that  initial  steps  be  taken  by 
calling  together  the  Past  Grand  Masters  of  the  various  Grand 
Lodges  circumjacent,  to  a  central  or  convenient  point  of  meeting. 
Let  them  ascertain  if  the  Masons,  in  this  new  world  of  Masonic 
life  and  activity,  are  willing  to  assist  in  bringing  out  of  the 
darkness  of  the  night  of  the  past,  those  truths  and  facts  in 
Masonry,  which  are  ever  lustrous,  in  its  effulgent  light. 

The  last  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on 
the  first  of  the  present  month,  was  a  living  testimony  to  the 
union,  harmony,  and  fraternit}^,  which  now  characterises  the 
craft  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  jurisdiction.  I 
cannot  express  too  forcibty  the  satisfaction  and  joy  which  I  felt, 
at  the  evidence  afforded  at  this  meeting  of  our  brethren,  of  that 
true  Masonic  spirit  which  now  actuates  each  and  all  the  Lodges 
of  the  craft  in  Pennsylvania.  It  may  be  pardonable  to  dwell  on 
this  fact,  when  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that,  shortly  before  I 
assumed  the  duties  of  acting  Grand  Master,  the  neglect  of  the 
Lodges  by  the  supreme  authority,  had  created  a  feeling,  in  some 
portions  of  the  jurisdiction,  which  was  unmasonic,  if  not  un- 
fraternal.  This  has  passed  away,  as  the  light  came  into  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  the  brotherhood,  and  they  were  made  to 
feel  and  know  that  the  cause  of  this  supposed  want  of  care  and 
attention,  was  in  the  past  exceptional,  and  to  be  avoided  in  the 
future. 


From  St.  John’s  Day,  1866,  to  St.  John’s  Day,  1869,  76  Lodges 
have  been  lawfully  warranted  and  duly  constituted,  and  the 
craft  has  increased  in  numbers  till  the  aggregate  is  now  about 
31,000.  These  facts  are  given  to  show  the  life  and  faith  of 
the  fraternity  :  to  show  that  the  unity  and  harmony  to  which 
I  have  referred  are  bringing  forth  fruits  to  confirm,  establish  and 
strengthen  those  bonds  which  the  mystic  tie  only  can  create. 
During  the  present  year  22  Lodges  have  been  lawfully  warranted 
and  duly  constituted. 

Again,  in  this  connection,  it  may  be  further  added,  as  cumu¬ 
lative  evidence  of  the  fact  which  causes  so  much  satisfaction, 
that  not  a  single  Lodge  this  j'ear  has  been  denied  representation 
in  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  reason  of  suspension,  for  “  non-payment 
of  two  year’s  dues,”  or  for  “  non-returns.”  On  St.John’s  Day, 
1868,  there  were  twelve  Lodges  under  suspension  for  dues,  and 
five  for  non-returns. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  held  Grand  Lodges  of  Instruction 
on  the  days  following  each  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  Philadelphia, 
Also  at  the  following-named  places  ;  Drumore  Centre ;  Lock 
Haven  ;  Ridgeway  ;  Selin’s  Grove  ;  Sunbury  ;  Williamsport  ; 
Altoona ;  Holliday sburg ;  Ebensburg  ;  Johnstown  ;  Indiana  ; 
Pittsburg;  Allegheny;  Sharpsburg ;  Pottsville ;  Phoenixville ; 
Reading;  York,  and  Shrewsbury.  Thus  27  Grand  Lodges  of 
Instruction  have  been  held,  4  Halls  dedicated,  and  8  Lodges 
constituted,  by  the  Grand  Officers.  Last  winter  I  delivered  to  the 
officers  of  Lodges  in  Philadelphia  city,  four  lectures  on  the  work, 
Ritual,  Ceremonial,  Symbology  and  Jurisprudence  of  Masonry. 

The  craft,  whose  lodges  are  located  near  the  waters  of  the 
Delaware,  Schuylkill,  Susquehanna,  Juniata,  Allegheny  and  Mo- 
nongahela,  have  been  visited  and  instructed.  These  Lodges,  like 
the  beautiful  riv ers  on  the  banks  of  which  they  are  situated,  are 
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contented  and  harmonious  tributaries  to  the  great  fraternity  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  those  streams  unresistingly  commingle  in  the 
waves  of  the  sea. 

The  purpose  of  these  visitations  was  to  produce  uniformity  in 
the  “  work  ”  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  to  instruct  in  the  primary 
principles  of  our  jurisprudence.  That  both  were  necessary,  and 
greatly  desired  by  the  brethren,  needs  no  other  evidence  than 
was  witnessed  and  manifested  on  each  occasion.  A  Masonic 
salutation  of  welcome  and  affection,  and  the  most  marked  atten¬ 
tion  which  in  every  instance  was  offered  by  the  brethren,  encour¬ 
aged  and  animated  the  Grand  Officers  to  the  severe  labor  of  this  - 
duty. 

On  the  14th  day  of  September,  the  Grand  Officers,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  the  brethren,  and  a  great  assem¬ 
blage  of  people,  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  monument  in 
memory  of  Yon  Humboldt,  at  Fairmount  Park,  in  Philadelphia. 

The  address  I  then  delivered  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the 
people,  has  been  published  for  the  use  of  the  brethren. 

I  beg  to  take  occasion  here  to  state,  that  the  unity  of  the  craft, 
its  prosperity,  the  strengthening  of  its  allegiance  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  the  prevention  of  innovations,  and  the  detection  of  errors 
and  violations  of  law,  are  only  to  be  maintained  and  ascertained  in 
the  future,  by  this  fraternal  supervision  by  the  Grand  Officers,  over 
Lodges  and  their  officers.  It  will  not  do  to  take  for  granted  that 
no  cause  exists  for  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  craft,  since 
the  cause  is  not  patent  to  the  view  of  the  Grand  Master.  The 
responsibility  is  on  him,  and  he  it  is  who  must  guard  the  frater¬ 
nity  against  failure,  mistake  or  error  in  the  “  work  ”  and  legisla¬ 
tion.  The  true  rule  to  adopt,  in  my  opinion,  is,  to  select  compe¬ 
tent  District  Deputies,  teach  them,  and  insist  that  they  take 
proper  care  of  their  respective  districts.  If  the  District  Deputies 


—  39  . 


are  competent,  and  well  instructed,  and  feel  the  weight  of  the 
responsibility  which  must  rest  upon  them,  and  possess  the  zeal 
and  industry  absolutely  required,  then  the  entire  jurisdiction  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  will  advance  to  that  high  degree  of  uniformity 
which  ought  to  be  the  just  pride  of  its  administration. 

If  there  is  now  a  danger  seriously  to  be  feared,  in  the  work  of 
the  Lodges,  it  is  the  rapid  and  immature  inode  the  first  degree 
is  conferred.  I  earnestly  entreat  a  change  in  this  respect.  There 
is  no  reason  why,  in  each  case,  the  whole  ceremonial  should  not 
be  carried  out,  before  the  silence  of  the  lodge  is  disturbed  from 
any  cause.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  absolutely  essential.  The 
Master  should  be  fully  able  to  explain  and  teach,  as  well  as  work  in 
this  degree.  It  is  the  first,  the  most  important ;  and  so  much 
depends  on  the  mode  in  which  it  is  done,  the  proper  impression 
made  at  the  time,  and  that  all  the  reasons  and  explanations 
should  be  then  given  of  the  typical  and  symbolical,  that  I  have 
decided  in  each  case,  this  rule  must  be  adhered  to. 

The  Pennsylvania  work  is  sublime  from  its  simplicity.  That 
it  is  the  ancient  work,  is  best  shown  conclusively,  however,  from 
this  single  fact,  it  is  so  simple,  so  free  from  those  displays  of 
modern  inventions  to  attract  the  attention  without  enlio-htenin<r, 
improving  or  cultivating  the  mind.  In  this  work  every  word 
has  its  significance.  Its  types  and  sj^mbols  are  but  the  language 
in  which  truth  is  conveyed.  These  are  to  be  studied  to  be  under¬ 
stood.  In  the  spoken  language  no  synonyms  are  permitted.  In 
the  ceremonial,  no  innovations  are  tolerated.  In  the  ritual,  no 
modern  verbiage  is  allowed.  The  head  and  mind  are  both  under 
the  influence  of  the  solemnizing  power  of  these  objective  teach¬ 
ings,  and  the  true  interpretation  of  the  sublime  principles  and 
majestic  truths  so  taught.  Let  us  then  raise  the  standard  of  this 
work  by  properly  understanding  what  it  is  and  what  is  taught 
by  it.  Let  Masters  and  Lodges  understand  that  making  mem¬ 
bers  is  not  making  Masons.  Let  us  endeavor  so  to  instruct 
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those,  on  their  entrance  into  the  fraternity,  that  their  lives  there, 
after  will  be  ever  under  the  guidance  of  the  lessons  then  received. 
The  secrecy  which  is  then  made  imperative,  will  be  followed  by  a 
confiding  and  enlightened  obedience,  till  those  important  relations 
which  at  last  are  created,  will  be  maintained  by  Masons  with  a 
faith  and  fidelity  which  are  indestructible. 

It  may  be  well  here  again  to  avow  the  principle,  that  in  Masonry 
what  is  not  permitted  is  prohibited.  It  is  not  permitted  that  a 
workman  should  ever  be  justified  or  excused  for  the  introduction 
of  words  or  expressions,  sentences  or  meanings,  into  the  esoteric 
sections  of  the  ceremonial,  which  is  not  the  authorised  version  of 
the  Landmarks.  If  any  such  occur,  it  is  violative  of  the  unchange¬ 
able  basis  and  foundation  of  Masoniy.  X o  Mason,  no  body  of 
Masons  can  do  this,  without  incurring  the  penalty  which  the 
ages  have  hardened  into  an  unmalleable  decree. 

It  is  with  sorrow  I  find  that,  in  some  instances,  the  friendship 
which  belongs  to  the  profane  world,  a  sentiment  which  too  often 
has  no  root  in  the  moral  nature,  but  is  the  offspring  of  mere 
selfishness,  seeks  to  inflict  itself  on  the  craft.  Worldly  friend¬ 
ship  !  what  is  it  ?  Rarely  else  than  the  cause  of  association 
between  men,  which  originates  in  the  hope  of  favors  to  come. 
The  gratitude  of  the  world  has  been  thus  defined.  If  it  be  so, 
then  this  gratitude  is  the  child  of  such  friendship.  Both  spring 
up  in  a  morning,  and  the  sun  of  prosperity,  or  the  night  of  ad¬ 
versity,  withers  them.  Less  stable  than  water,  shorter  lived  than 
the  grass  !  this  friendship,  superserviceable  often,  seeks  to  show 
its  value  by  presenting  to  a  Lodge  an  applicant  without  any 
regard  to  his  fitness ;  and  when  the  severe  tests  are  applied  to 
him,  and  he  is  found  wanting,  this  friendship,  not  Masonic 
in  any  sense,  undertakes  to  cover  up  its  lack  of  trueness,  by 
suggestions  that  the  Lodge  is  over  fastidious  ;  that  other  Lodges 
are  less  rigid.  Then  begin  schemes — either  withdrawing  petitions  ; 
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attempts  to  smooth  over  objections  ;  efforts  to  avoid  full  exami¬ 
nation  ;  tricks  in  anticipating  the  proper  time  to  present  reports  ; 
plans  to  induce  applications  to  distant  Lodges,  in  the  hope  a  want 
of  the  exact  information  as  to  the  state  of  facts  will  enable  an 
unworthy  man  to  come  into  the  order  by  some  other  way  than 
usage  and  custom  permit  for  entrance  into  our  fold.  Let  us 
crush  this  friendship  whenever  discovered. 

Freemasonry  asks  no  man  to  join  its  association  ;  it  will  not 
accept  a  voluntary  unworthy  applicant.  It  is  because  so  many, 
so  severe  tests  and  obstructions  are  put  in  the  way  of  the 
applicant,  that  Masonry  has  withstood  those  trials  which  have 
destroyed  other  less-critical  associations,  in  which  proselytism 
has  been  rewarded  by  a  grave  amid  their  ashes. 

Let  me  here  remark  that,  when  a  petition  is  presented  and 
acted  upon,  and  the  applicant  voluntarily  omits  to  come  forward, 
for  six  months  from  the  action  of  the  Lodge  on  his  petition,  he 
must  begin  with  a  new  petition  before  the  Lodge  can  again  take 
up  his  request.  If  a  rejection  is  had,  and  no  motion  is  made  for 
six  months  thereafter  for  a  second  ballot,  the  Lodge  has  no  power 
to  act,  except  on  a  new  petition.  But  if  the  motion  for  a  second 
ballot  is  made  at  one  meeting,  and  adopted  under  proper  notice 
at  the  next  meeting  thereafter,  and  the  applicant  is  approved,  he 
then  refuses  to  come  forward  before  the  expiration  of  six  months 
after  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  for  a  second  ballot,  he  must 
then  apply  by  new  petition.  In  these  cases,  great  care  should  be 
taken  to  see  that  all  the  requirements  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon  are 
strictly  complied  with,  especially  those  lately  adopted  as  to  the 
removal  of  objections.  Notice  to  all  the  members  is  essential  in 
all  cases  of  second  ballot,  and  it  must  be  at  a  Stated  Meeting 
of  the  Lodge. 

The  subject  of  physical  disability  in  applicants  requires  a  word 
of  notice.  There  is  no  royal  road  avoiding  the  plain  meaning  of 
the  Landmark  on  this  subject.  This  worldly  friendship  is  again 
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obtruding  its  intermeddling.  The  perfect  youth  is  the  standard, 
perfect  in  his  physical  form,  and  so  perfect  in  his  mental  and 
moral  structure,  that  no  deformity  in  either  will  ever  prevent 
him  from  properly  understanding  those  virtues  and  precepts 
Masonry  teaches  and  enjoins.  There  are  no  degrees  in  this  dis¬ 
ability.  If  it  exists,  so  that  the  slightest  violation  of  the  per¬ 
fectness  is  cognisable,  it  is  as  fatal  to  the  man,  as  though  it  took 
away  a  head,  or  arm,  hand,  a  finger,  a  foot,  or  a  leg.  It  cannot 
be  that  there  is  in  Masonry  a  positive,  comparative,  or  superlative 
disqualification.  It  is  the  disqualification,  per  se,  the  simple 
naked  fact,  that  the  standard  of  a  perfect  youth  is  not  attained, 
that  ends  the  question.  It  is  neither  debateable  nor  avoidable. 
Anatomical  disquisitions,  worldly  casuistry,  persistent  importu¬ 
nities,  or  the  citation  of  like  instances,  where  ignorance  was  the 
discredit  of  the  example,  will  not  suffice  to  subordinate  obedience 
to  the  landmarks.  The  rough  ashlar  must  be  fitted  to  its  proper 
place  without  disfiguring  the  perfect  symmetry  of  the  perfect 
work. 

It  is  important  to  cite  the  authority  on  this  subject.  By  the  5th 
article  of  the  Gothic  Constitutions,  adopted  at  York  in  the  year 
926,  it  is  declared  :  u  a  candidate  must  be  without  blemish,  and 
have  the  full  and  proper  use  of  his  limbs,  for  a  maimed  man  can 
do  the  craft  no  good.”  This  is  the  first  written  declaration  of 
the  Landmark,  and  continued  from  that  period  till  1122,  when 
the  further  condition  was  express,  that  the  candidate  “  be  a  per¬ 
fect  j^outh,  having  no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body,”  &c.  In  1133, 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  declared,  that  the  candidates 
“  be  hale  and  sound,  not  deformed  or  dismembered  at  the  time 
of  their  making.”  This  is  the  Landmark,  and  the  most  ordinary 
understanding  can  comprehend  what  the  disabilities  are  which 
“  forbid  the  making.”  A  disability  shown  on  the  application  to 
one  Lodge  should  prevent  the  applicant  successfully  seeking  ad¬ 
mission  to  any  other  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction. 
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It  may  be  permitted  to  me  most  earnestly  and  fraternally  to 
invoke  Lodges,  their  Worshipful  Masters  and  Officers,  and  in¬ 
deed  all  members,  to  make  haste  slowly.  Whenever  there  is  a 
doubt  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  the  existence  of  the 
doubt  should  at  once  admonish  them  to  seek  from  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  light,  knowledge,  advice  or  instructions. 
This  is  the  safe  rule.  My  brethren,  let  this  rule,  in  future,  be 
your  guide  and  monitor.  It  will  relieve  you  from  difficulties, 
and  enable  you  to  avoid  errors.  Let  me  earnestly  invite  you  to 
follow  it. 

The  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  a  Lodge,  forthwith,  after  the 
action  of  the  Lodge  on  an  application,  rejecting  it,  or  whatever 
ma}'  be  done  in  the  premises,  is  to  send  to  the  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Secretary  the  proper  record.  This  is  most  essential.  I 
fraternally  request  the  Worshipful  Masters  to  see  to  it  that  this 
duty  is  complied  with.  Whenever  an  application  is  made  to  a 
Lodge,  it  is  likewise  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  to  enquire  of  the 
Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  if  the  applicant  is  on  the 
records  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  how  he  stands. 

A  prompt  and  strict  compliance  with  these  duties,  will  prevent 
the  mortification  often  felt  b}^  Lodges,  when  the}T  are  informed, 
too  late,  it  may  be,  that  they  have  undertaken  to  use  in  their 
Lodges,  unsound,  unworthy,  or  rejected  material. 

Frequentty  it  happens  that  Masons,  after  having  become  such, 
are  found  to  be  unworthy.  It  is  caused  by  too  hasty  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Lodges,  or  for  want  of  sufficient  and  due  enqui^ 
into  character.  Or,  it  may  be,  that  all  these  guards  have  failed  to 
prevent  an  unworthy  man  becoming  a  member  of  the  Order. 
When,  from  whatever  cause  he  becomes  amenable  to  the  laws  or 
discipline  of  the  Brotherhood,  and  charges  are  preferred,  it  is 
sorrowful  to  find,  that  far  more  influence  is  exerted  to  shield  him 
from  punishment,  than  was  exercised  to  prevent  his  being  subject 
to  it. 
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Masonic  trials  are  not  like  those  instituted  in  judicial  tribu¬ 
nals.  The  laws  and  codes  for  the  government  of  society  at  large, 

and  the  rules  of  evidence  which  have  been  established  for  their 
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judicature,  in  no  manner  resemble  the  proceedings  in  Masonry. 
Lodge  Committees  to  try  Masonic  charges  duly  made,  have  but 
two  duties  to  perform.  The  first  is  to  settle  the  fact  of  the 
offence,  the  second  is  to  determine  and  report  the  appropriate 
penalty.  To  perform  the  first  duty,  and  reach  a  conclusion,  the 
mode  or  manner  is  unimportant,  so  that  the  fact  is  attested  by 
evidence  that  is  Masonically  reliable.  The  offender  having  due 
and  lawful  notice  of  the  charge,  and  the  time  and  place  it  is  to 
be  investigated,  can  confront  the  witnesses,  and  use  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  get  from  them  their  knowledge  in  the  premises.  The 
committee  may,  if  it  deem  proper,  allow  him  assistance  in  this 
effort.  In  like  manner,  the  accuser  is  to  be  present.  The  nice 
subtleties,  the  artificial  or  conventional  rules  which  regulate  the 
judicature  in  our  courts  of  law,  are  not  to  be  admitted  in  Ma¬ 
sonic  trials.  The  fact  of  the  guilt  established,  the  harmony  and 
prosperity  and  integrity  of  Free  Masonry  requires  that  the  pro¬ 
per  punishment  is  then  inflicted  and  enforced.  However,  the 
true  Mason  may  grieve  overall  offending  brother,  pity  his  distress, 
deplore  the  injury  to  the  craft,  seek  to  prevent  the  disgrace  which 
must  attach  to  the  members  of  the  Lodge — }^et  he  must  remember, 
that  the  larger  charity,  the  truest  charity,  is  to  be  extended  to 
the  whole  craft,  by  exculpating  the  fraternity,  even  if  a  member 
is  to  be  expelled.  Charity  towards  our  brethren  is  a  Masonic 
duty  and  a  Masonic  principle.  It  can  never  be  maintained, 
however,  that  the  greater  is  contained  in  the  less.  It  therefore 
follows,  that  the  exercise  of  this  virtue  in  its  largest  application 
to  the  whole  fraternity,  should  not  be  prevented  by  the  lesser  exer¬ 
cise  of  it  towards  a  single  guilty  member.  Palliation  of  the  of¬ 
fence,  or  mitigation  of  the  punishment,  is  to  be  considered  as 
secondary  to  the  injury  the  craft  may  suffer  from  the  cause  of 
the  derelictness  of  the  brother.  Masonic  deontology  should  be 


maintained  at  the  cost  of  any  sentiment  however  praiseworthy. 
It  should  never  be  forgotten  by  the  brethren,  that  the  land¬ 
marks,  usages  and  customs  of  Free  Masonry  require  implicit 
obedience.  They  are  not  questions  to  be  discussed,  nor  are  the}' 
pliable  to  suit  the  temporary  caprices  of  the  thoughtless  and 
unenlightened  in  the  Brotherhood.  They  are  ordained  for  all 
time.  They  are  the  concrete  wisdom  of  the  ages.  The}'  have 
been  received,  and  must  be  communicated  in  their  entirety. 
However  meritorious  the  case,  it  must  yield  to  their  rigidity. 
Over  the  framework  of  the  earliest  necessity,  generations  have 
encrustated  their  conformity,  till  now  it  would  be  easier  to  re¬ 
move  mountains,  than  set  aside  these  first-laid  foundations  of 
Free  Masonry. 

At  the  last  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodo-e  the 
Ahiman  Rezon  was  duly  amended,  by  which  it  is  now  provided 
that  for  all  lodges  out  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  initiation 
fee  must  be  at  least  forty  dollars.  In  all  lodges  within  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  the  fee  must  not  be  less  than  seventy-five 
dollars.  This  amendment  has  changed  the  by-laws  of  all  the 
lodges  which  contravene  it.  Hereafter-  it  will  not  be  proper  to 
charge  less  than  these  sums  respectively,  so  that  the  lodges  are 
now  prevented  from  receiving  any  applicant  unless  this  minor  sum 
is  first  paid.  It  must  be  paid  up  in  full  at  the  time  of  presenting 
the  brother,  as  a  pro  rata  division  for  advancement,  and  further 
advancement  is  not  allowed. 

The  fee  in  like  manner  has  been  established  for  new  charters 
at  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

The  necessity  for  this  uniform  sum  for  initiation  was  mani¬ 
fest.  One  lodge  would  fix  one  sum,  another  a  lesser  amount, 
and  applicants  would  be  induced  to  abandon  the  lodo’e  nearest 
to  their  home  for  one  remote,  if  its  charge  was  less.  This  pro¬ 
duced  mischief.  The  lodge  nearest  to  the  home  of  the  appli¬ 
cant  being  the  best  able  to  decide  on  his  character  and  worthi- 
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ness  was  avoided,  and  a  stranger  neighborhood  was  asked  to 
make  a  Mason  of  one  not  properly  known,  often  to  the  serious 
detriment  of  the  craft  where  the  man’s  character  was  probably 
best  known.  The  committee  on  landmarks  has  reprobated  this 
course,  and  now  the  Grand  Lodge  has  erected  one  barrier,  at 
least,  to  its  continuance. 

The  activity  and  zeal  which  now  marks  the  order  in  our  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  in  some  localities  are  manifesting  themselves  in  the  erection 
of  Masonic  halls  for  the  use  of  lodges,  and  at  the  same  time  de¬ 
voting  portions  of  the  building  to  secular  purposes.  I  desire  to 
remark,  that  such  buildings  must  be  erected  by  funds  of  the 
fraternity,  or  if  those  who  are  not  in  membership  are  applied  to, 
and  their  contributions  accepted,  it  must  be  only  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  that  a  voluntary  association  for  the  purpose  is  to  be  formed, 
and  Trustees  appointed  by  the  association  are  to  hold  the  pro¬ 
perty.  Acts  of  incorporation  from  the  legislature,  or  courts  of 
the  State,  are  not  permitted  for  these  purposes.  The  Grand 
Lodge  is  a  corporation  by  prescription.  Free  Masonry  is  older 
than  any  present  form  of  government,  and  all  the  rights  and  powers 
it  posesses  for  the  conduct  of  its  own  affairs  are  attained  by  this 
paramount  immemorial  right.  So  with  subordinate  lodges.  All 
the  needs  of  the  Fraternity  in  regard  to  ownership,  or  use  of  its 
real  property  can  be  supplied  by  invoking  Masonic  immediacy. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  of  the  twenty-seven  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters  in  the  jurisdiction,  twenty-two  were  present  at 
the  last  Annual  Communication — one  is  in  England,  the  other 
four  were  detained  by  unavoidable  occurrences.  A  District  De¬ 
puty  Grand  Master  must  be  a  Past  Master  by  service,  and  it  is 
therefore  reasonable  to  suppose  he  is  well  qualified  for  the  dut}r 
of  supervising  the  order  in  his  district.  But  the  station  requires 
large  study,  time,  industry  and  faithfulness.  I  must  express  my 
approbation  of  the  willingness  of  those  now  in  office  to  labor  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Brotherhood,  expressing  m}^  regret  that  the 
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private  business  of  several  of  them  prevents  that  frequent  vish 
tation  of  the  lodges  of  their  districts,  which  is  important  to  s}’s- 
tematize,  and  make  uniform,  this  supervision.  Orders  were  issued 
last  year  directing  all  correspondence  by  the  lodges  on  subjects 
requiring  advice  or  instruction,  to  be  previously  addressed  to 
the  District  Deputy.  The  best  results  have  been  produced. 
We  established  this  as  the  rule  for  all  lodges.  Therefore  the 
demands  of  officers  and  members  will  require  the  District  Deputies 
fully  to  qualify  themselves  for  the  honorable  positions  assigned 
them,  and  the  work  and  jurisprudence  of  this  jurisdiction  will  be 
as  uniform  as  the  craft  is  harmonious. 

The  receipts  from  the  twenty-seven  District  Deputies  for  the 
last  year  have  been  about  $4,540,  and  their  expenses  for  printing 
and  visitations  have  been  $3,150. 

The  Grand  Lodge  has,  therefore,  received  from  these  officers  a 
revenue  of  say  $790.  This  source  of  Grand  Lodge  receipts  will 
increase  yearly.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  Grand 
Master  will  enforce  a  systematic  and  uniform  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  these  officers.  The  great  aim  is  thorough  qualification 
in  these  brethren,  for  their  stations,  and  then  constant  com¬ 
munication  between  them  and  the  Grand  Master,  as  to  the 
questions  for  adjudication  and  instruction,  will  give  to  his  labors 
the  most  gratifying  results.  The  books  of  record  of  the  District 
Deputies  are  yearly  examined.  These  records  will  be  the  true 
istorr  of  Masomy  in  Pennsylvania.  They  should  be  fulty  and 
correctly  kept.  R.  W.  Grand  Master  Phillips  when  he  esta¬ 
blished  the  regulation  requiring  these  books  of  record  to  be  kept 
intended  to  make  them  contain  a  complete  history  of  the  lodges 
and  the  craft  in  jurisdiction.  In  future  times,  these  records  will 
be  examined  with  great  interest  by  the  Fraternity.  I  trust  they 
will  be  carefully  preserved.  They  should  contain  far  more  than 
a  note  of  visitations  made  or  dispensations  granted  :  they  should 
be  a  yearly  historjr  of  the  condition  of  Masonry. 
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] hiring  the  year  the  building  of  the  Masonic  Temple  has  con¬ 
tinued  most  satisfactorily.  I  feel  if  a  duty  which  it  would  be 
inexcusable  to  neglect,  to  inform  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  archi¬ 
tect,  Brother  James  Windrim,  has  devoted  himself  to  this  great 
work  with  zeal  and  capacity.  He  is  at  the  same  time  improving 
himself  in  the  study  of  the  peculiar  architecture  which  belongs 
to  the  style  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  symbology 
essential  to  mark  such  an  edifice,  demands  a  thorough  compre¬ 
hension  of  its  objects  and  origin.  I  most  earnestly  hope,  that 
continued  care  will  be  given  to  this  part  of  the  architectural 
ornamentation.  All  that  is  proposed  in  this  respect,  should  be 
carried  out  in  keeping  with  the  style  of  the  Temple,  and  for  the 
purposes  to  which  the  craft  will  dedicate  it. 

Brother  White,  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  on  plans  and 
estimates,  so  faithfully  devoted  himself  to  the  onerous  details 
which  this  committee  supervise,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  should 
not  fail  to  render  to  him  the  encouragement  of  its  continued  con¬ 
fidence.  While  R.  W.  Brother  S.  C.  Perkins,  was  absent  in 
Europe,  R.  W.  Brother  A.  R.  Potter,  was  chairman  of  the 
building  committee  pro  tern,  and  I  need  not  say,  what  I  am  sure 
every  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  full  well  knows,  that  Brother 
Potter  never  undertakes  to  perform  an  imposed  duty  without 
fully  and  faithfully  meeting  all  its  requirements.  I  wish  here  to 
record  mv  devoted  personal  and  fraternal  regard  for  this  Right 
Worshipful  Brother,  for  he  has,  as  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
always  aided  me  so  cheerfully  and  with  such  devotion  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  in  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry,  that  I  would  be 
recreant  to  that  gratitude,  which,  when  fully  felt,  is  never  grudg¬ 
ingly  expressed. 

The  superintendent  Brother  John  Bolt  has,  by  his  unflinching 
and  unyielding  fidelity  saved  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
a  large  outlay,  which,  without  his  system  of  supervision,  must 
have  been  almost  unavoidable.  The  work  he  has  never  permit- 
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ted  to  be  slighted,  so  that  make-sliifts  have  been  excluded,  and 
the  structure  thus  far  is  of  the  most  substantial  character.  It 
ought  to  be  the  just  pride  of  Pennsjdvania  Masons,  that  when  it 
is  finished,  it  will  be  the  admiration  of  the  enlightened  Masonic 
mind.  Whatever  else  it  may  proclaim  on  its  completion,  as  it 
stands  out  in  its  majestic  proportions,  let  it  tell  to  future  ages, 
that  the  harmony  and  fraternity  of  the  craft  are  the  elements  of 
its  power — that  the  virtues  of  Masonry  find  in  this  Temple  an 
outward  expression  of  their  real  and  intrinsic  character.  As  the 
spectator  beholds  the  effect  of  the  details  of  the  Temple,  in  its 
perfected  completeness,  let  them  say  to  him,  as  though  each  stone 
had  a  tongue,  thus  are  the  mysteries,  virtues  and  powers  of  Free 
Masonry  built  up  and  established  in  the  strength  of  a  faith, 
which,  living  in  the  aforetime,  lives  in  the  present,  and  will  live 
in  the  hereafter. 

I  commend  to  the  craft,  the  attentive  perusal  of  the  reports 
of  R.W.  Brother  Perkins,  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee, 
and  to  the  very  able  report  of  Brother  Clark,  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  the  report  published  by  Brother  Black¬ 
burn,  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Building 
Fund.  These  reports  will  be  published  for  the  information  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  the  fraternit}^  at  large. 

Having  been  the  first  to  suggest  the  building,  and  site,  of  this 
Temple,  and  laid  its  corner  stone,  I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  its 
successful  completion.  When,  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year, 
some  misgivings  were  expressed  as  to  the  probability  of  obtaining 
funds  for  the  continuance  of  the  work,  I  felt  a  responsibility 
was  imposed  to  obtain  them.  It  was  necessary  to  secure  means 
for  immediate  use.  Reflection  suggested  that  the  legislature 
would  authorize  this  “ancient  and  honorable  fraternity,”  the 
origin  of  which  antedates  our  law-making  power  by  thousands  of 
years,  to  borrow  money  on  its  real  estate  and  other  securities, 
and  its  untarnished  honor,  from  those  whose  faith  in  Ancient 
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Masonry  would  be  equal  to  that  in  modern  political  governments. 
I  drew  the  Act  of  Assembly  empowering  and  authorizing  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania  to 
borrow  at  seven-thirty  per  cent,  monej'  to  build  this  Temple. 
This  became  a  law,  and  between  April  8,  1869,  and  this  day,  (St. 
John’s  Pay,)  1869,  $112,650  have  been  taken  in  this  New  Temple 
Loan.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  as  follows : 

Assets  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  .  .  .  $920,251  19 

Liabilities,  including  loans,  .  .  .  348,200  00 

Excess  of  assets  over  liabilities,  or  balance  in 
favor  of  Grand  Lodge,  on  Nov.  15th,  1869,  $512,051  19 

This  statement  is  here  made  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  as 
to  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The 
future  is  not  free  from  financial  peril,  and  a  most  grave  responsi¬ 
bility  rests  on  those,  in  whose  hands  the  Grand  Master  shall 
commit  the  caution  and  credit  of  the  Craft. 

Having  made  this  statement  as  to  the  present  financial 
condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  imperative  obligation  requires 
some  remarks  on  the  mode  its  monetary  affairs  are  conducted. 
It  is  well  known  that  some  years  ago  the  duties  of  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer  were  light.  Year  by  year  they  have 
been  increasing,  as  the  information  already  presented  fully 
proves.  Now  the  required  capacity  of  a  Grand  Treasurer  is  not 
only  clerical  knowledge,  but  a  close  application  to  the  intricate 
duties  of  a  financial  officer.  The  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan; 
the  payment  of  interest ;  the  investing  temporary  surplus  of 
receipts  over  expenditures  ;  the  payment  of  orders  ;  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  calculations  ;  the  care  of  the  cash  balances,  and  a  thorough 
acquaintance  with  debits  and  credits,  are  exacting  and  onerous 
duties.  In  point  of  fact,  under  the  present  mode  the  Grand 
Lodge  treasury  is  onty  a  part  of  the  financial  machinery  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  This  is  a  defect.  One  mind  should  be  required 
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to  grasp,  with  a  broad  comprehension,  the  whole  financial  interests 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  When  a  stern  necessity  requires  this 
capacity,  the  Grand  Lodge  Avill  be  compelled  to  adopt  this 
necessary  system. 

In  the  address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  on  last  St.  John’s  Lay,  the 
subject  of  creating  a  fund  for  the  widows  and  daughters  of 
Past  Master  Masons  of  this  jurisdiction,  analogous  to  the  Girard 
Charity  Fund  in  its  character,  but  special  in  its  application,  was 
suggested.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  one  of  our  Past  Grand 
Masters,  whose  benevolence  is  so  unostentatious  that  he  refuses 
to  have  his  name  mentioned,  has  made  the  first  contribution  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  most  earnestly  to  be  hoped  his  example  will 
induce  others  to  make  additions  to  -it.  The  designated  benefi¬ 
ciaries  are  often  most  deservingly  worthy,  and  now  there  is  no 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  promptly  to  aid  those 
who,  for  want  of  iinmediate  relief,  suffer  sore  distress.  Permit 
me  to  invite  the  attention  of  all  the  brethren  to  this  meritorious 
object. 

Thus  far  there  have  been  obtained  all  the  portraits  of  the 
Past  Grand  Masters  of  this  Grand  Lodge  but  four,  namely  : 

William  Adcock,  .  .  Second  Grand  Master, 

Samuel  F.  Bradford,  .  .  Eighth  Grand  Master, 

Walter  Kerr,  .  .  .  Ninth  Grand  Master, 

Bayne  Newcomb,  .  .  .  Tenth  Grand  Master. 

One  has  been  added  during  the  year,  R.  W.  Israel  Israel,  the 
Fifth  Grand  Master.  Through  the  kindness  of  our  venerable 
and  estimable  fellow-citizen,  Mr.  McAllister,  to  whom  we  are 
already  indebted  for  other  portraits,  I  hope  in  a  few  da}rs  to 
obtain  a  likeness  of  Richard  Tybout.  There  have  been  able 
and  distinguished  men  elevated  to  this  highest  of  Masonic  honors 
in*  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  most  appropriate,  as  we  venerate  the 
ancient  and  the  honorable,  those  who  have  been  so  dignified  as 


to  preside  over  this  Grand  Lodge,  should  ever  be  in  our  remem¬ 
brance.  Their  virtues,  we  commemorate,  let  us  be  able  to  point 
to  their  portraits,  to  remind  us  who  possessed  them,  and  thus 
secured  the  fraternal  approbation  of  the  Craft,  and  its  highest 
rewards.  Every  effort  should  be' made  to  complete  this  collection. 

It  is  not  unfrequently  heard  among  the  less  thoughtful  of  the 
brethren,  that  Free  Masonry  is  progressive.  This,  as  so  stated, 
is  an  error.  If  by  progressive  is  meant,  that  novelties  and  mere 
attractions  ;  an  adaptation  to  passing  fancies,  to  the  forms  which 
futile,  though  glittering  superficialities  assume,  to  supercede 
the  real  and  the  true,  then  Masonry  never  so  contradicts  its 
character  and  origin.  It  is  the  highest  glory  of  the  order  that 
it  is  steadfast  and  established.  It  resists  innovations  with  a 
power  which  has  never  been  overcome.  Its  landmarks  are  the 
towers  of  its  strength.  They  may  be  assaulted  but  never 
destroyed.  Free  Masonry  is  a  citadel  in  w'hich  its  mysteries  are 
guarded  by  its  usages  and  customs.  They  never  slumber  or 
sleep.  The  watchful  eyes  of  these  guardians  are  never  closed. 
By  the  Masonic  light,  which  is  unextinguishable,  the  approach 
by  force,  or  stealth,  of  hostile  aims  is  detected.  Progress  may 
assume  to  be  a  virtue,  but  progress  not  based  on  the  severest 
application  of  admitted  truths  cannot  enter  our  Temple  gates. 
The  advancement  we  admit,  is  proficiency  required  for  further 
advancement.  Let  us  reject  the  seductive  influences  of  that 
progressive  spirit  which  seeks  to  build,  by  destroying  the  founda¬ 
tion.  The  world  is  full  of  such  progress,  and  its  track  is  marked 
b}^  the  ruins  it  has  made. 

Praise  of  progress,  is  not  unfrequently  the  evidence  which 
modern  ignorance  unintentionally  exhibits  of  its  real  character. 
That  which  to  the  unreflecting  is  plausible,  is  therefore  true. 
Hence  it  often  happens  that  what  is  presented  in  type  is  regarded 
as  verity.  To  think,  is  not  now  a  necessity  with  those  who 
ignorantly  worship  oracles  in  print.  It  is  our  duty,  then,  to 


discountenance  the  use  of  monitors  and  manuals,  which  are 
increasing,  and  are  often  unreliable.  In  fact,  the  modern 
innovation  of  publishing  to  the  profane  those  things  which  are 
by  Masonic  teachings  only  for  the  Craft,  requires  reproof  and 
restraint.  It  may  be  thought  that  progress  demands  this  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  ancient  rule,  but  such  progress  is  pregnant  with 
peril  to  the  Fraternit}-.  The  Grand  Lodge  authoritatively  presents 
to  the  order  such  facts  and  information  as  it  deems  necessary  to 
be  known,  and  the  limits  it  thus  places  on  what  is  proper  for 
publication,  should  be  recognized  as  directory. 

One  of  the  most  ancient  of  the  sciences  Masonry  cultivates  is 
music.  God  made  the  stars  to  sing  together  for  jojD  From  the 
harp  on  the  willows  the  miserere  of  the  Israelites  was  made 
memorable.  The  songs  of  David,  the  psalmist ;  the  sounds  of 
the  viol,  cymbal  and  psalteries,  tabret,  trumpet,  the  “instruments 
of  music,”  and  the  “  harps  of  God,”  are  to-day  heard  in  the  ears 
of  the  holy,  devout,  and  faithful.  The  harmony  which  music 
inspires  is  most  fittingly  an  accompaniment  of  Masonic  teachings. 
The  heart  is  softened,  the  spirit  of  the  world  subdued,  the  purest 
emotions  are  produced  under  its  influence.  Its  ancient  associa¬ 
tion  with  the  earliest  forms  of  devotion,  cause  its  re-introduction 
into  Masonry  a  sublime  tribute  to  the  power  of  our  tradition. 
Impressed  with  these  views,  and  believing  the  happiest  results  may 
be  attained,  during  the  past  year  a  Lodge  has  been  constituted, 
and  one  heretofore  established,  has  been  permitted  to  introduce 
into  the  ceremonial  proper  and  carefully  revised  vocal  and 
instrumental  music.  I  commend  these  Lodges  to  the  guardian¬ 
ship  and  care  of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  important  duties,  and  the  necessity  for  proper  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  secretaries  of  subordinate  Lodges,  cannot  be  too  strongly 
impressed  on  this  Brotherhood.  It  is  most  necessary  for  the 
Secretary  to  be  fully  informed  as  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  understand  the  provisions  of  the  Ahiman  Bezon,  jmcl  the 
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rules  and  regulations  which  apply  to  the  action  of  Lodges  in  their 
legislative  capacity,  and  promptly  transmit  to  the  Right  Worship¬ 
ful  Grand  Secretary  all  that  is  directed  to  he  so  reported.  When¬ 
ever  an  applicant  sends  his  petition  to  the  Lodge,  the  Secretary 
should  inquire  of  the  Grand  Secretary  if  his  name  is  on  the 
records  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Rejections,  unfavorable  reports, 
and  the  like,  should  be  returned  as  early  as  practicable.  It  is 
to  be  understood  that  the  Secretary  cannot  affix  the  seal  of  a 
Lodge  to  an}T  paper  or  letter  without  the  order  of  the  Worshipful 
Master,  or  by  resolution  of  the  Lodge.  All  letters  sent,  and 
replies  thereto  on  the  part  of  the  Lodge,  when  written  by  the 
Secretaiy,  should,  if  practicable,  be  submitted  to  the  Worshipful 
Master.  When  a  Secretary  is  found  qualified,  it  is  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  Lodge  to  seek  to  retain  him  in  his  office. 

It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  Free  Masonry  as  an  order, 
in  its  origin,  work,  teachings,  purposes  and  history,  the  relations 
which  exist  between  the  Brotherhood,  and  the  peculiar  struc¬ 
ture  of  its  forms  and  ceremonies,  is  esoteric.  The  profane  world 
has  n  o  knowledge  of  its  mysteries.  The  Jodge  is  the  best 
example  of  our  circumscribed  associat  ion,  guarded  as  it  is 
against  the  cowan  or  the  curious,  which  Free  Masonry  ordains. 
This,  in  itself,  is  the  true  teaching  as  to  the  character  ever  to  be 
strictly  maintained  by  the  fraternity.  Therefore  when  applica¬ 
tions  have  been  made  by  particular  lodges,  or  some  brethren,  for 
permission  to  make  public  displays,  in  regalia,  for  the  best  and 
most  praiseworthy  objects,  I  have  been  obliged  to  refuse  them. 
The  funeral  rites,  which  are  permitted,  are  so  simple  and  im¬ 
pressive,  that  display  is  entirely  out  of  place,  and  strikingly 
inconsistent.  To  unite  with  other  associations,  and  participate 
in  demonstrations  in  which  the  public  has  a  general  interest, 
is  not  encouraged.  The  invitation  when  given  must  be  for  an 
exceptional  or  extraordinary  occasion,  and  then,  our  order  must 
claim  its  proper  position,  and  if  not  cheerfully  granted,  it  must 
courteously  but  firmly  refuse  to  participate.  The  Grand  Lodge 
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has  prescribed  the  •* Masonic  dress"  always  to  be  used  on  these 

occasions,  and  strict  obedience  and  conformity  is  a  paramount 
duty. 

Bietmen  ot  the  Grand  Lodge:  I  have  thus  presented  to  3'ou 
such  ^  iev  s  and  opinions  as  in  ni3r  judgment  were  appropriate 
and  necessai'3  .  \  on  have  now  a  reasonabH  accurate  report  of 

the  condition  of  the  craft  in  this  jurisdiction. 


About  to  surrender  the  administration  of  this  Grand  Lodoe 
to  an  able,  faithful,  accomplished  brother,  who  has  been  unanh 
mously  called  to  assume  it,  before  God  and  you,  I  feel  acquitted 
of  anv  intentional  neglect  of  the  high  and  responsible  obliga¬ 
tions  of  this  exalted  station.  That  I  have  failed  in  the  whole 
duty  imposed,  is  cheerfully  acknowledged.  Without  fear  or 
favor,  my  aim  has  been  to  raise  the  standard  of  Masonic 
knowledge  ;  infuse  into  the  Fraternity  lofty  aspirations ;  excite 
them  to  noble  emulation  ;  interest  them  in  the  Royal  Art :  and 
ele’v  ate  them  abo^  e  the  unintelligent  and  formal ;  inspire  them 
with  desires  to  learn  and  comprehend  the  mysteries  of  which  our 
ceiemomal,  ritual  and  symbologj'  are  the  signs  and  tjqies.  To 
these  ends  I  have  labored.  If  your  approval  rewards  these 
efforts,  I  shall  retire  from  the  Oriental  Chair,  rejoicing  that 
this  labor  has  not  been  in  vain. 

Amid  the  joyous  feelings  that  now  fill  our  hearts,  as  we  are 
about  to  begin  the  installation  ceremony  of  your  Grand  Officers, 
let  us  stop  to  introvert  our  thoughts  under  the  covering  of  a 
sorrowing  silence.  Let  us  stop  to  contemplate  the  tears  of  the 
widow  and  the  fatherless  of  the  Fraternity,  which  the  passing- 
year  has  not  wiped  awa3'. 


Those  for  whom  they'  mourn,  we  trust,  are  before  the  Grand 
Master,  who  sitteth  on  His  Throne  in  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
Heaven,  the  holy  and  glorious  light  of  which,  we  here  below  can 
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only  obtain  a  glimpse  by  the  eye  of  faith,  from  the  stars  as  they 
shine  in  its  tesselatecl  pavement.  Thereon  is  the  Altar  before 
which  the  angels,  cherubim  and  the  seraphims  make  the  sign  of 
adoration.  Therein  Hope  is  the  Pursuivant,  wearing  the  sword 
of  justice  sheathed  in  pardon,  and  the  jewel  of  repentance,  bril¬ 
liant  in  the  ra}rs  of  Divine  Love. 
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LODGES  CONSTITUTED  IN  1869. 
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NAME. 

LOCALITY. 

BY  WHOM  CONSTITUTED. 

Lodge  of  the  Craft, 

.  New  Castle,  Luzerne  Co., 

District  D.  G.  Master. 

Lake  Lodge , 

.  Brownsville,  Mercer  Co.. 

a  u  a 

St.  John’s  Lodge ,  . 

.  Beading, . 

Grand  Master. 

Mozart  Lodge,  . 

Philadelphia,  .... 

(£  a 

Apollo  Lodge ,  . 

Apollo,  Armstrong  Co., 

District  D.  G.  Master. 

Nicholson  Lodge,  . 

Nicholson,  Wyoming  Co., 

“  a  «( 

Clifford  Lodge,  .  .  , 

Clfford,  Susquehanna  Co., 

“  a  a 

Slatington  Lodge,  . 

Slatington,  Lehigh  Co.,  . 

“  <«  a 

Potter  Lodge,  . 

Philadelphia,  .... 

Grand  Master. 

Jjandmark  Ljodge,  . 

Wilkesbarre,  Lezerne  Co., 

District  D.  G.  Master. 

Mount  Pisgah  ljodge,  . 

Green  Castle,  Franklin  Co. 

“  li  £4 

Philo  Lodge, 

Philadelphia,  .... 

Grand  Master. 

Harford  Lodge, 

Harford,  Susquehanna  Co. 

District  D.  G.  Master. 

Mt.  Pickering  Lodge,  . 

Chester  Co.,  .  .  .  . 

£  £  £  £  £  £ 

Claysville  Lodge ,  . 

Claysville,  Washington  Co. 

££  £  £  £  £ 

Zeredatlia  Lodge,  . 

Sharpsburg,  Allegheny  Co. 

Grand  Master. 

Lvanhoe  Lodge,  . 

Philadelphia,  .... 

“  U 

Stephen  Girard  Lodge, 

Philadelphia . 

U  U 

Zeredatha  Lodge,  . 

Y  ork, . 

District  D.  G.  Master. 

Sewickley  Lodge, 

Allegheny  Co.,  .... 

£  £  £  £  £  £ 

Welcome  Lodge,  .  . 

Philadelphia,  .... 

Grand  Master. 

Richard  Vaux  Lodge,  . 

Burgettstown, Wash’ll  Co., 

District  D.  G.  Master. 

Keystone,  .... 

Erie, . 

££  £  £  £  £ 

>*• 
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Past  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Henry  M.  Phillips, 
offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unani¬ 
mously  adopted,  to  wit: 

“  Whereas ,  It.  W.  Bro.  Richard  Vaux  has  this  day  retired 
from  the  Oriental  Chair  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  second  term  of  office ;  and  it  is  fitting  that  some  expres¬ 
sion  should  he  given  to  the  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard, 
which,  during  his  long  official  career,  have  been  constantly 
accumulating, 

“ Resolved,  That  R.  W.  Richard  VxYUX,  in  his  administration 
of  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  has  ever  manifested  a  single  and 
sincere  desire  to  advance  the  true  interests  of  Masonry  in 
general,  and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  particular. 

u Resolved ,  That  the  efforts  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Vaux,  as  Grand 
Master,  to  increase  the  harmony,  cement  the  unity,  and  maintain 
the  dignity  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  have  been  crowned  with 
such  marked  success,  are  deserving  of  the  warmest  gratitude  of 
the  brethren. 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
hereby  tender  to  the  R.  W.  Bro.  Richard  Vaux  the  earnest  and 
heartfelt  thanks  of  the  jurisdiction  here  represented,  for  the 
thorough,  faithful,  unwearying,  impartial,  and  able  manner  in 
which  he  has  performed  the  high  duties,  and  exercised  the 
important  powers  of  the  Oriental  Chair. 

“Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions,  suitably  en¬ 
grossed,  and  appropriately  framed,  be  presented  to  R.  W.  Bro. 

\ 

Richard  Vaux.” 

s 

The  following-named  brethren,  elected  at  the  Quar¬ 
terly  Grand  Communication  held  on  December  1st, 
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A.  D.  1869,  A.  L.  5869,  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year, 
were  then  duly  installed  in  their  respective  stations  in 
ancient  and  solemn  form,  as  follows: 

Bro.  Bobekt  A.  Lamberton,  R.  W.  Grand  Master. 

“  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  R.  W.  Dep  uty  Grand  Master. 
“  Alfred  B.  Potter,  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
“  Bobert  Clark,  R.  TP  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
u  Peter  Williamson,  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 
u  John  Thomson,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 


The  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Bro.  Bobert 
A.  Lamberton  then  delivered  the  following  address: 


f 


ADDRESS. 


Brethren  of  the  Grand 

Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  : 

The  high  station  to  which  you  have  called 
me,  with  its  great  honor,  brings  its  burden  of  care  and 
responsibility.  I  am  neither  unmindful  of  its  dignity, 
nor  unwarned  of  its  duties.  With  a  broad  charter 
of  power,  you  have  committed  to  me  “  the  general 
supervision  and  government  of  the  fraternity.”  So 
generous  a  confidence  demands  that  duty  be  faithfully 
done,  that  obedience  be  rendered  to  ancient  custom,  usage, 
and  landmark ;  that  prerogative  and  authority  being 
jealously  maintained,  shall  be  so  exercised  that  peace, 
unity  and  the  general  good  may  be  preserved,  and 
promoted  throughout  all  our  borders.  Conscious  of  my 
own  need  of  guidance  in  the,  ways  of  patience,  firmness, 
charity  and  sound  judgment,  I  call  trustfully  upon  you 
to  be  co-workers  with  me,  and  I  reverently  look  up  for 
aid  to  Him  who  vouchsafes  it  to  those  who  ask  aright. 
May  Pie  “  direct  us  in  all  our  doings  with  His  most 
gracious  favor,  and  further  us  with  His  continual  help, 
that  in  all  our  works  begun,  continued,  and  ended  in 
Plim,  we  may  glorify  Plis  holy  name,  and  finally  by  His 
mercy  obtain  everlasting  life.” 


(60) 
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This  is  a  notable  era  in  our  history.  The  Grand 
Lodge  is  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a  Temple  which 
already  gives  promise  that  it  will  be  peerless  among 
Masonic  edifices;  the  Lodges  are  everywhere  firm  in 
allegiance  to  their  Sovereign,  the  source  and  fountain  of 
authority ;  their  work  is  more  uniform,  and  the  order 
is  more  powerful,  vigorous  and  extended  than  in  any 
period  of  the  past.  We  gladly  mark  these  things,  and 
rejoice  in  the  general  prosperity ;  and  yet,  the  regret 
must  find  utterance  that  there  are  sporadic  cases  of 
Lodges  restless,  drooping,  or  at  dissension  within  them¬ 
selves.  The  cause  of  this  condition,  in  these  exceptional 
instances,  can  usually  he  easily  traced.  In  truth,  it  may 
be  almost  stated  as  a  rule,  that  where  troubles  spring  up 
in  a  Lodge,  they  are  occasioned  either  by  the  election 
of  unskilled  and  unfit  persons  to  he  Masters,  or  by  the 
improper  use  of  the  ballot  in  the  approval  or  rejection 
of  candidates.  And  these  are  prolific  sources  of  evil. 

The  Sophist,  I3e  Maistre,  lias  caustically  remarked,' 
that  “  every  people  has  just  such  a  government  as  it 
deserves.”  Whether  this  is  true  or  false,  as  so  broadly 
stated,  it  may  almost  be  regarded  as  a  postulate  if  applied 
to  a  government  such  as  is  ordained  by  our  Masonic 
polity.  The  choice  of  the  officers  in  our  Lodges  is  so 
free  and  uncontrolled,  that  if  weak,  untrained,  character¬ 
less  men  are  chosen  to  bear  rule,  the  electors  are  alone 
responsible,  and  by  their  failure  or  neglect  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  own  experience,  deserve  to  be 
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governed  by  ill-conditioned  rulers.  By  the  ancient 
constitutions,  we  are  taught  that  “  all  preferment  among 
Masons  is  grounded  upon  real  worth  and  personal  merit 
only,  that  so  the  lords  may  be  well  served,  the  brethren 
not  put  to  shame,  nor  the  royal  craft  despised :  There¬ 
fore,  no  Master  or  Warden  is  chosen  by  seniority,  but 
for  his  merit.”  This  is  no  uncertain  sound.  If  in  the 
olden  time  it  was  so  clearly  pronounced  that  the  basis 
upon  which  all  advancement  rested  was  “  real  worth 
and  personal  merit  only,”  to-day  these  qualifications  are 
as  imperatively  demanded.  And  however  elsewhere 
we  may  have  grown  indifferent  to  uprightness  and 
intelligence,  as  requisites  for  official  station,  in  this  Order, 
we  are  bound  to  see  that  they  are  possessed,  and  are 
blameworthy  if  we  fail  to  exact  them.  We  profess  to 
revere  the  first  great  light  in  Masonry.  Let  us  be  faithful 
to  our  profession;  whilst  it  illumines  our  Lodges,  “what¬ 
soever  things  are  true,  whatsoever  things  are  honest, 
whatsoever  things  are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure, 
whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report,”  will  continue 
true,  and  honest,  and  just,  and  pure,  and  of  good  report, 
and  will,  to  the  good  and  wise,  always  constitute  “real 
worth,”  and  form  sure  stepping  stones  to  preferment. 
Do  I  set  up  the  standard  of  qualification  too  high?  It 
was  so  uplifted  ages  before  the  most  venerable  among  us 
had  birth.  It  was  planted  in  the  fore-front  of  Masonry 
centuries  ago.  It  has  overcome  prejudice  and  persecu¬ 
tion.  It  has  won  the  championship  of  the  best  and 
bravest,  and  has  been  the  sign  of  victory  wherever  it 
was  faithfully  observed. 


The  organic  law  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  not  silent  on 
this  subject — “Xo  brother,  can  be  elected  Master  of  a 
Lodge,  who  has  not  been  elected  and  served  as  Warden 
of  a  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  excejT  in  extraordinary 
cases,  or  at  the  formation  of  a  new  Lodge,  when  no  Past 
T\  arden,  who  is  willing  and  qualified  to  act  as  Master,  is 
to  be  found  a  mono;  the  members.7’  Why?  In  order 
that  a  brother  by  his  diligence  in  Masonry  and  his 
personal  character,  haying  first  gained  the  confidence  of 
his  fellows,  may  be  chosen  a  Warden,  and  then  by 
service  in  that  station  shall  prove  his  worth  and  merit 
to  become  their  Master.  Then  his  assent  to  the  Ancient 
Charge,  “You  agree  to  be  a  good  man  and  true,  and 
strictly  to  obey  the  moral  law,77  is  no  hollow  moekerv, 
but  is  his  covenant  with  the  Lodge,  to  which  he  adds 
the  surety  of  his  character.  It  is  not  enough  that  he  be 
able  simply  to  perform  his  duties  within  the  Lodge,  but 
that  outside  of  it  he  be  of  good  report.  To  do  the  work 
of  the  Chair  requires  more  than  memory,  than  polished 
manners,  than  swiftness  of  decision,  than  knowledge  of 
Masonic  lore  or  law.  To  do  it  well,  in  harmony  with 
its  beauty  and  the  grave  and  profound  lessons  it  teaches, 
there  must  be  staunch  strength  of  character  and  fair 
reputation.  Tou  cannot  match  “cloth  of  frieze  with 
cloth  of  gold,  ’  nor  can  the  dishonest,  the  corrupt,  the 
backbiter,  the  profligate,  the  lustful,  lead  the  neophyte 
in  the  walks  of  virtue,  honor,  truth,  and  purity  of  life. 
The  Master  is  his  Lodge’s  representative  before  the 
community;  as  he  stands  and  is  judged  by  those  without 
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our  pale,  so  will  liis  Lodge  stand  and  be  judged.  If  he 
in  the  Lodge  is  inefficient  and  incapable,  and  outside  of 
it  thriftless  and  of  ill-repute,  indifference  and  discontent 
will  be  bred,  the  Lodge  drag  along  a  sickly  existence, 
the  brethren  be  put  to  shame,  and  the  Loyal  Craft  be 
despised.  Then  let  the  Craft  at  all  times  take  good 
heed  as  to  those  whose  feet  they  place  in  the  path  to  the 
East.  Now,  in  our  power,  we  need  to  be  watchful,  that 
we  lose  not  our  own  self-respect  and  the  faith  and  trust 
of  our  fellow  men.  The  world  is  not  content  to  move 
forward  in  the  old  ruts  at  snail  pace.  The  rush  m  all 
around  us.  And  as  Masonry  pulsates  in  unison  with 
the  advance  made  in  science  and  art,  morality  and  virtue, 
always  conserving  her  beautiful  truths,  and  holding  fast 
to  the  customs  and  teachings  of  the  fathers,  she  feels  the 
impact  of  the  forces  without,  and  requires  that  those 
who  minister  at  her  altars,  and  preside  in  her  Lodges, 
should  be  such  as  will  not  abate  her  power,  retard  her 
progress,  violate  her  landmarks,  but  so  teach  and  so 
live,  as  to  give  to  their  teachings  the  strength  which 
true  manliness  alone  can  give,  and  exemplify  in  word 
and  deed  that  they  are  Free  Masons. 

V 

I  have  mentioned  another  cause  of  trouble, — the 
improper  use  of  the  ballot.  The  qualifications  of  can¬ 
didates  are  thus  defined  in  the  Ancient  Charges,  “the 
persons  admitted  members  of  .a  Lodge  must  be  good  and 
true  men,  free-born,  and  of  mature  and  discreet  age,  no 
woman,  no  immoral  or  scandalous  men,  but  of  good 
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report.”  “Only  candidates  may  know,  tliat  no  Master 
should  take  an  apprentice  *  *  *  unless  lie  be  a 

perfect  youth,  having  no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body, 
that  may  render  him  incapable  of  learning  the  art  of 
serving  his  master’s  lord,  and  of  being  made  a  brother.” 
JSTow,  whilst  Masonry  does  not  proselyte,  she  seeks  to  do 
good  among  men,  and  to  perpetuate  herself  in  receiving 
into  her  fold,  by  the  purity  of  her  teachings,  those  who 
possess  the  qualifications  enumerated.  To  him  who  has 
these  requisites,  on  his  due  and  voluntary  petition,  and 
after  proper  approval,  her  gates  should  be  unbarred,  and 
to  him  who  does  not  have  them  they  should  be  sternly 
closed.  Although  the  crowd  may  besiege  her  portals 
praying  entrance,  each  must  pass  through  alone ;  pass 
upon  his  individual  merit.  All  precaution  is  taken  by 
our  regulations  to  guard  against  the  admission  of  the 
unqualified  and  unworthy.  The  candidate  must  be 
recommended,  he  and  his  reputation  must  be  examined, 
and  report  thereof  made  to  the  Lodge,  and  he  is  but 
then  in  a  condition  to  have  the  Lodge  exercise  her 
“inherent  privilege”  to  enter  her  judgment  as  to  his 
fitness  for  membership.  This  is  done  by  the  ballot. 
The  depositing  of  a  white  or  black  ball  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  judicial  act,  and  to  its  exercise,  under  the  stress  and 
sanction  of  obligation,  should  be  brought  the  impartiality 
and  the  solemnity  becoming  a  decree  which  pronounces 
an  applicant  worthy  or  unworthy  to  become  a  Mason.  If 
those  possessing  the  Masonic  requirements  are  rejected 
through  malice,  or  if  those  who  do  not  possess  them  are 
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approved  through  favoritism  or  indifference,  a  wrong 
has  been  done  to  the  order,  the  elements  of  discord  are 
let  loose,  and  the  downfall  of  the  Lodge  has  begun. 

A  Mason  in  the  undoubted  right  he  enjoys  freely  to 
pass  upon  the  qualifications  of  candidates,  answerable  to 
his  conscience,  should  use  that  right  governed  by  a  sense 
of  its  importance  and  of  his  responsibility.  At  our 
ballot  box,  he  is  no  true  man  who  is  controlled  by 
partisan  rancor,  business  rivalry,  sectarian  prejudice,  or 
other  like  unworthy  influence. 

The  casting  of  a  black  ball  at  the  suggestion  of  any 
such  motive  is  in  ignorance  of  the  alphabet  of  the  Order, 
is  in  violation  of  duty  to  the  Craft,  and  is  the  act  of  a 
coward  who  takes  advantage  of  his  opportunity  to  strike 
the  stealthy  blow.  “  The  ballot  is  not  to  be  polluted  for 
the  purpose  of  petty  malice,  private  revenge,  or  in  a 
spirit  of  retaliation  for  real  or  fancied  injuries.”  And 
one  who  thus  wields  the  power  which  Masonry  gives 
him,  and  excludes  from  our  Temple  those  against  whom 
there  is  no  other  objection,  has  been  declared  by  this 
Grand  Lodge  “to  violate  his  Masonic  obligations,” — “to 
be  a  foe  to  Masonry,  and  false  to  every  principle  of  duty 
and  right,  and  unfit  to  belong  to  the  Craft.” 

If  a  brother  rightly  appreciates  the  nature  and  effect 
of  the  vote  he  casts  upon  the  petition  of  an  applicant, 
it  will  be  done  with  care  and  deliberation.  And  when 


so  done,  and  the  result  lias  been  declared  to  be  against 
the  petitioner,  there  will  be  fewer  cases  of  testing  the 
ballot.  It  is  too  frequently  from  undue  haste  and  in¬ 
cautiousness  in  depositing  the  ball,  that  a  custom  lias 
latterly  sprung  up  which  would  be  “more  honored  in 
the  breach  than  in  the  observance,”  of  alleging  mistake 
and  having  thereon  an  order  issued  that  the  ballot  be 
tested.  It  is  ill-becoming  any  brother,  who  understands 
what  he  is  doing,  to  confess  his  own  remissness  in  the 
performance  of  a  grave  Masonic  duty,  by  the  avowal 
that  he  failed  to  distinguish  the  ball  he  cast,  when  by 
its  use  so  much  of  good  or  evil  may  follow.  A  badly 
lighted  room,  or  weakness  of  sight,  may  plead  excuse  for 
the  error,  but  even  these  should  demand  the  observance 
of  greater  care  and  caution. 

With  societies  and  associations  innumerable  to  which 
this  age  has  given  birth,  there  seems  to  have  come  a 
forgetfulness  of  that  stern  reticence  which  once  charac¬ 
terized  Free  Masons.  It  is  well  sometimes,  lest  evil 
example  become  contagious,  to  turn  for  instruction  to 
those  clear-ringing  old  charges,  once  prescribed  “to  be 
read  at  the  making  of  new  brethren,  or  when  the  Master 
shall  order  it:”  “You  are  to  act  as  becomes  a  moral 
and  wise  man,  not  to  let  your  family,  friends  and 
neighbors  know  the  concerns  of  the  Lodge,  &c.,  but 
wisely  to  consult  your  own  honor  and  that  of  the  ancient 
Brotherhood,  for  reasons  not  to  be  mentioned  here.” 
How  keep  we  this  law  ? 


It  is  a  wise  recommendation  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon 
“  to  require  proof  of  a  brother’s  proficiency  in  the  'Craft 
before  he  be  advanced.”  This  implies  something  to  be 
imparted  and  something  to  be  acquired.  The  first 
lesson  to  the  candidate  must,  very  often,  have  been 
badly  taught,  and  never  learned  by  many  who  continue 
ignorant  and  uninformed  brethren.  If  there  is  one 
thing  clearer  than  another  which  a  Mason  must  try  to 
learn,  it  is  that  which  the  great  philosopher  of  antiquity 
said  was  most  difficult  to  do,  “to  be  secret  and  silent.” 
There  is  an  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  some  that  it  is 
high  time  to  curb.  The  transactions  of  the  Lodge  are 

not  to  be  told  in  the  market  place,  or  talked  of  in  the 
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streets.  They  are  to  be  communicated  only  to  those 
entitled  to  know  them ;  and  especially  is  this  true  of 
the  action  of  the  Lodge,  in  disapproval  of  a  candidate. 
It  is  his  right  that  the  fact  shall  be  confined  to  Masons, 
and  that  it  stand  unrevealed  to  all  else.  Not  for  this 
presence,  I  trust,  are  these  words  needed,  but  that  by 
them  your  attention  may  be  directed  to  the  want  of 
caution  on  the  part  of  those  who  remain  untaught,  or 
having  been  taught,  fail  to  keep  their  Masonic  vows.  An 
occasional  example  of  Lodge  punishment  for  this  offence 
would  be  commendable  and  salutary. 

My  distinguished  predecessor,  in  his  address  from  this 
station  two  years  ago,  was  emphatic  as  to  the  importance 
of  the  position  held  by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas¬ 
ters,  and  the  duties  they  were  required  to  perform.  His 
experience  has  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  a  rigid 
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observance  of  the  rule  he  laid  down,  “  Whatever  is 
within  the  Masonic  power  of  a  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  must  be  sought  from  him  by  Lodges  and  mem- 
bers,  and  through  him  must  be  sent  all  communications 
on  questions  or  subjects  which  require  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Master.”  A  departure  from  this  rule  would  be 
productive  of  a  too  onorous  and  over-tasking  corres¬ 
pondence  and  be  at  the  risk  of  opinions  or  decisions 
upon  one-sided  statements.  A  judgment  upon  partial 
representations  brings  the  same  reproach  that  does  a  pre- 
judgment.  “He  that  answereth  a  matter  before  he 
heareth  it,  it  is  folly  and  shame  unto  him.” 

I  commend  heartily  to  the  favorable  consideration  and 
to  the  confidence  of  the  Craft  throughout  the  jurisdiction, 
the  loan  authorized  for  the  construction  of  the  great 
work  in  which  the  Grand  Lodge  is  engaged,  with  an 
open-handed  liberality  and  an  undoubting  faith  in  your 
promise  and  responsibility,  the  Lodges  and  the  brethren 
have  been  pouring  in  their  funds  to  sj)eed  on  the  erection 
of  our  magnificent  Temple.  Already  we  can  look  with 
gladness  at  the  growth  of  its  symmetrical  and  majestic 
proj)ortions.  Much  remains  to  be  done  and  contributed, 
and  many  more  to  become  interested  and  unite  in  the 
work.  As  it  has  been  eloquently  said  of  that  “grand 
old  Temple  that  gleamed  on  the  brow  of  Moriah,  There 
were  gifts  from  all  climes,  and  treasures  from  all  latids, 
as  the  Tyrian  gave  his  purple  and  the'  Canaanite  his 
toil,  as  Lebanon  yielded  its  cedars  and  Ophir  its  gold 
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to  honor  the  abode  of  Divine  Majesty/  ”  so  let  it  be  said 
of  ours,  that  in  its  building  and  adornment,  our  breth¬ 
ren,  scattered  all  over  this  broad  commonwealth,  in  the 
cities  and  the  towns,  in  the  valleys  and  among  the  moun¬ 
tains,  from  the  Delaware  to  Lake  Erie,  bore  a  willing 
and  generous  part.  It  is  for  them  and  their  children 
who  shall  rise  up  to  take  their  places.  It  will  be  a  fit 
place  in  which  to  rear  the  Masonic  altar  and  to  practice 
and  teach  the  Masonic  rites  and  mysteries.  With  desire 
do  we  look  forward  to  that  day  when 

Loftiest  trefoil,  lowliest  basement, 

Daintiest  mullion  of  rich  casement,” 

finished,  completed,  and  devoted  to  Masonic  purposes 
only,  shall  he  dedicated  in  the  name  of  Him  who  sitteth 
on  the  Throne,  Who  is  Truth  and  Light,  and  when  our 
ancient  and  venerable  Order,  by  her  lessons  of  charity 
and  brotherly  love,  shall 


u  Make  with  mystic  power  abounding, 
Vocal  all  the  fane  surrounding.” 


Brethren: — -In  the  few  years  which  have  elapsed 
since  you  called  me  to  serve  you  in  the  South,  some  of 
our  stateliest  pillars  have  fallen,  and  even  this  high 
station  has  felt  the  shock.  “  God  buries  his  workmen, 
but  carries  on  his  work.”  We  who  are  left  at  labor, 
this  day  enter  upon  a  new  Masonic  year  with  its  hopes, 
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and  duties,  and  its  possible  sorrows.  Before  its  seasons 
shall  have  rolled  their  course,  the  Summons  which  no 
mortal  can  disobey  may  come  to  some  of  us;  if  it  come,  let 
it  find  us  with  our  work  so  done,  our  life  so  lived,  that  it 
may  call  us  up  from  toil  to  the  land  where  darkness 
never  enters,  the  land  whose  tenantry  are  brethren 
dwelling  forever  together  in  unity. 


After  which  he  was  pleased  to  announce  his  appoint¬ 
ments  for  the  year  1870,  as  follows : 


GRAND  CHAPLAINS. 


Rev.  Bro.  John  Chambers, 

u  William  Suddards,  D.  D., 
u  R.  H.  Pattison,  D.  D., 

u  G.  W.  MacLaughlin, 

44  Robert  T.  Roach,  D.  D., 

44  R.  H,  Allen,  D.  D., 

44  A.  J.  G.  Dubs,  Lehigh  county. 

44  Thomas  J.  Johnson,  Lebanon  county , 
44  Robert  M.  Wallace,  Altoona. 

44  H.  S.  Getz,  Warren. 

44  M.  S.  Byllesby,  Meadville. 


Philadelphia. 
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George#G.  Rakestraw,  Harrisburg. 

Benjamin  F.  Brooke,  ")  T 

T  t  /r  t  i  Prltsburg, 

J.  J.  McIlyar,  j 

John  F.  Spalding,  Erie, 

J.  Pinkney  Hammond,  Beading. 

Emanuel  Oppeniieim,  Schuylkill  county. 

Joseph  S.  Evans,  West  Chester. 


Senior  Grand  Deacon , 
Junior  Grand  Deacon , 
Grand  Stewards , 

\ 
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Grand  Marshal ,  . 
Grand  Sword  Bearer , 
Grand  Pursuivant , 
Grand  Tyler , 


Bro.  Andrew  Robeno,  Jr. 

Lodge  No.  115. 

u  Joseph  II.  Boswell, 

Lodge  No.  186. 

44  William  Noble. 

Lodge  No.  45. 

4  4  Edward  H.  Turner. 

Lodge  No.  300. 

44  George  W.  Wood. 

Lodge  No.  67. 

44  James  Simpson. 

Lodge  No.  67. 

44  Charles  R.  Siiantz. 

Lodge  No.  369. 

4  4  Charles  Schnider. 

Lodge  No.  71. 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


Bro.  John  H.  Michener, 

Lodge  No.  19. 

Bro.  Samuel  Floyd, 

Lodge  No.  2. 

1  ‘  William  H.  Eagle, 

Lodge  No.  398. 

44  James  Herdm an, 

Lodge  No.  287. 

44  John  C.  Yeager, 

Lodge  No.  158. 

COMMITTEE  ON  APPEALS. 


Bro.  James  Page, 

P.  G.  M. 

Bro.  Henry  M.  Phillips, 

P.  G.  M. 

44  Kichard  Yaux, 

P.  G.  M. 

4 4  Conrad  B.  Day", 

Lodge  No.  52. 

“  Henry^  M.  Dechert, 

Lodge  No.  274. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Bro.  R.  J.  Fisher, 

Lodge  No.  266. 

Bro.  Christopher  Little, 

Lodge  No.  216. 

44  S.  E.  Ancona, 

Lodge  No.  227. 

44  Robert  A.  Packer, 

Lodge  No.  242. 

44  Wm.  K.  Brenizer, 

Lodge  No.  62. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 


Bro.  J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

Lodge  No.  385. 

Bro.  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson, 

Lodge  No.  71 . 

44  G  W.  Brewer, 

Lodge  No.  143. 

44  Benjamin  E.  Custer, 

Lodge  No.  281. 

4*  James  R.  Barber, 

Lodge  No.  303. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LANDMARKS. 


Bro.  William  Barger, 

44  Peter  Williamson, 
a  Lucius  H.  Scott, 

With  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master 

and 

R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING  AND  PUBLISHING. 


Bro.  William  J.  Kelly, 

Lodge  No.  59. 

Bro.  E.  Cornman, 

Lodge  No.  197. 

“  Thaddeus  Stearne, 

Lodge  No.  292. 

“  P.  A.  B.  WlDENER, 

Lodge  No.  126. 

“  Nimrod  Strickland, 

Lodge  No.  322. 

HALL  COMMITTEE. 


Bro.  John  Bolt, 

Lodge  No.  67. 

Bro.  Charles  H.  Kingston, 

Lodge  No.  114. 

‘  ‘  M.  Richards  Muckle, 

Lodge  No.  125. 

u  Alfred  C.  Stulb, 

Lodge  No.  187. 

u  Thomas  Brown, 

Lodge  No.  121. 

BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

ON  NEW  MASONIC  TEMPLE. 

Bro.  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

R.  W.  D.  G.  M. 

Bro.  James  C.  Adams, 

Lodge  No.  186. 

u  Daniel  Brittain, 

Lodge  No.  211. 

“  Thomas  Brown, 

Lodge  No*  121. 

A 

u  Henry  J.  White, 

Lodge  No.  72. 

“  Jacob  Laudenslager, 

Lodge  No.  67. 

“  Charles  H.  Kingston,  “  Joseph  L.  Stichtek, 

Lodge  No.  114.  Lodge  No.  62. 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  The  R.  W.  S.  G.  Warden, 

The  R.  W.  J.  G.  Warden. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  BUILDING  FUND. 


Bro.  James  Page,  P.  G.  M., 

Lodge  No.  126. 

Bro.  John  Thomson,  P.  G.  M., 

Lodge  No.  51. 

“  Joseph  W.  Piersol, 

Lodge  No.  67. 

“  Francis  Blackburne, 

Lodge  No.  2. 

“  Wilson  McCandles, 

Lodge  No.  287. 

STEWARDS  OF  THE  STEPHEN  GIRARD  CHARITY 

FUND. 


Lodge  No 


Bro.  JACOB  UMSTEAD,  2. 

“  HARLAN  INGRAM,  3. 

“  MICHAEL  MURPHY,  9. 

“  CHARLES  TIEL,  19. 

*•  STERLING  BELL,  51. 

THOMAS  A.  ENGLES,  52. 

“  JOHN  M.  DAVENPORT,  59. 

“  ROBERT  HUTCHINSON,  67. 

“  FRANK  S.  JOHNSON,  71. 

“  JOEL  THOMAS,  72. 

“  RICHARD  B.  CONNELLY,  91. 

“  JAMES  MORRELL,  Jr.,  114. 

“  JOHN  W.  LEIGH,  115. 

“  GEORGE  W.  HALL,  121. 

“  CHARLES  PEELER,  125. 

“  JAMES  BLELOCH,  128. 

“  EDWARD  P.  LESCURE,  130. 

“  THOMAS  B.  TOWNE,  131. 

“  DAVID  B.  TAYLOR,  134. 

“  DAVID  KLEIN,  135. 

“  JOHN  MARTIN,  155. 

“  FRANCIS  FUNK,  15S. 

“  PETER  DEVEREUX,  186. 

“  WILLIAM  C.  PARSONS,  1S7. 


ALMONERS  OF  GRAND 

Lodge  No. 


Bro.  EDWARD  WILER,  2. 

“  C.  FRANKLIN  MAGUIRE,  3. 

“  SAMUEL  M.  DUFFIELD,  9. 

“  JACOB  BENNETT,  19. 

“  JOHN  M.  SMILEY,  51. 

“  JOHN  HANOLD,  52. 

“  PRICE  I.  PATTON,  59. 

“  HARMAN  BAUGH,  67. 

l;  DAVID  P.  JONES,  71. 

“  J.  PARKER  MARTIN,  72. 

“  R.  LLOYD  LEE,  91. 

“  THOMAS  JACOBS,  114. 

“  GEORGE  W.  KRAFT,  115. 

“  THOMAS  R.  PATTON,  121. 

“  CASPER  BOENNING,  125. 

“  JAMES  LANING,  126. 

"  JOHN  L.  YOUNG,  130. 

“  WILLIAM  T.  TAYLOR,  131. 

“  B.  M.  DUSENBERRY,  134. 

“  WILLIAM  W.  SHAW,  135. 

“  JOSEPH  MEGARY,  555. 

“  WILLIAM  BRICE,  15S. 

“  THOMAS  S.  BEGLEY",  1S6. 

“  EDWARD  MATTHEWS,  187, 


Lodge  No. 


Bro.  JOHN  W.  LEE,  211. 

“  CHARLES  HILL,  230. 

“  A.  D.  BOILEAU,  246. 

“  HENRY  A.  B.  BROWN,  271. 

“  JOHN  W.  HORNEU,  274 

“  GABRIEL  PHILLIPS,  289. 

“  DENNIS  F.  DEALl”,  295. 

FREDERICK  STAAKE,  359. 

“  JOHN  RUSSELL,  368. 

“  HENRY  S.  KELLER,  369. 

“  JOHN  R.  WHITE,  3S0. 

“  GEORGE  H.  FOWLER,  384. 

“  SAMUEL  HAWORTH,  385. 

“  HUGH  P.  SCHETKY,  386. 

“  JOHN  M.  HOWLAND,  393. 

“  SAMUEL  McCAMBRIDGE,  402. 

“  ALEX.  W.  BLACKBURNE,  419. 

“  WILLIAM  BRADLEY,  432. 

“  JOSEPH  H,  LIVINGSTON,  436. 

!!  JOHN  S.  THACKRAY,  441. 

“  A.  LOWDEN  SNOWDEN,  444. 

“  WILLIAM  CUNNINGHAM,  449. 

“  ’  JOSEPH  B.  ROBERTS,  450 

“  WILLIAM  TAYLOR,  M.  D.  453. 


LODGE  CHARITY  FUND. 

Lodge  No. 


Bro.  ALEXANDER  M.  LONG,  211. 

“  JAMES  L.  TURNER,  230. 

“  JOHN  S.  STEYTENS,  246. 

“  HENRY  C.  YOUNG,  271. 

“  SAMUEL  P.  PEDRICK,  274. 

“  CHARLES  J.  CONNOR,  289. 

“  HENRY  C  BATON,  295. 

“  J.  P.  TRAU,  359 

“  S.  HOWELL  JENKINS,  36S. 

“  WM.  C.  EWING,  3S0. 

!1  WILLIAM  KERBAUGH,  384. 

“  JOHN  FIELD,  385. 

'•  THOMAS  S.  ROSS,  3S6. 

“  JAMES  D.  CAMPBELL,  393. 

“  EDWARD  S.  EARLY”,  402. 

“  JOSHUA  T.  OWEN,  419. 

“  ISAAC  T.  BOSSERT,  432. 

“  THOMAS  R.  GARSED,  436. 

“  JOHN  REED,  441. 

“  SYLYTESTER  BONNAFFON,  Jr.,  444. 

“  WILLIAM  CUNNINGHAM,  449. 

“  JOSEPH  B.  ROBERTS,  450. 

“  WILLIAM  TAYLOR.  453. 
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DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS, 
1 — Brother  Charles  M.  Howell, 

Of  Lancaster  City,  for  the  Counties  of  Lancaster  and  York. 


2—  Brother  Robert  L.  Muench, 

Of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Northumberland  and  Snyder. 

3—  Brother  Robert  H.  Thomas, 

Of  Mechanicsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Adams  and  Fulton. 

4 —  Brother  Joseph  L.  Stichter, 

,  Of  Reading,  for  the  County  of  Berks, 

5 —  Brother  William  L.  Whitney, 

Of  Pottsville,  for  the  Connty  of  Schuylkill. 


6— Brother  Edward  P.  Kingsbury, 

Of  Scranton,  for  the  County  of  Luzerne. 


7 —  Brother  James  M.  Porter, 

Of  Easton,  for  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Monroe,  Wayne  and  Pike. 

8—  Brother  Robert  C.  Simpson, 

Of  Wellsboro,  for  the  Counties  of  Tioga  and  Potter. 


9— Brother  IP.  B.  McKean, 

Of  Towanda,  for  the  Counties  of  Bradford,  Susquehanna  and  Sullivan. 

10—  Brother  G.  S.  Snyder, 

Of  Williamsport,  for  tho  Counties  of  Lycoming  and  Union. 

11 —  Brother  C.  J.  T.  McIntyre, 

Of  New  Bloomfield,  for  the  Counties  of  Perry,  Mifflin  and  Juniata; 

12—  Brother  Alexander  M.  Lloyd, 

Of  Hollidaysburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Huntingdon,  Blair,  Bedford  and  Cambria. 


13— Brother  Charles  R.  Early", 

Of  Elk  County,  for  the  Counties  of  Elk,  Cameron  and  McKean. 


14— Brother  Orrin  T.  Noble, 

Of  Lock  Haven,  for  the  Counties  of  Centre,  Clearfield  and  Clinton. 


15— Brother  Ciir.  F.  Knapp, 

Of  Bloomshurg,  for  the  Counties  of  Montour,  Columbia  and  Wyoming. 


16—  Brother  Br anton  II.  Henderson, 

Of  New  Castle,  for  the  Counties  cTf  Butler,  Lawrence  and  Mercer. 

17 —  Brother  Richard  Coulter, 

Of  Greensburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Indiana 


18—  Brother  A.  M.  Pollock, 

Of  Pittsburg,  for  the  Counties  of  Alleghany  and  Beaver. 

19—  Brother  Madison  M.  Meredith, 

Of  Brookville,  for  the  Counties  of  Clarion,  Jefferson  and  Armstrong. 


20—  Brother  William  Wolf, 

Of  Washington,  for  the  Counties  of  Washington  and  Greene. 

21 —  Brother  C.  M.  Hoover, 

Of  Franklin,  for  the  Counties  of  Venango,  Warren  and  Forrest. 

22—  Brother  Pearson  Church, 

Of  Meadville,  for  the  County  of  Crawford. 


23 — Brother  Charles  L.  Cornman, 

Of  Norristown,  for  the  Counties  of  Bucks  and  Montgomery 


24— Brother  L.  McClellan, 

Of  Cocliranville,  for  the  Counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware. 


25 — Brother  T.  S.  McNair, 

Of  Mauch  Chuuk,  for  the  Counties  of  Carbon  aud  Lehigh. 


26 —  Brother  William  Chatland, 

Of  Brownsville,  for  the  Counties  of  Fayette  aud  Somerset. 

27—  Brother  William  Himrod,  Jr., 

Of  Erie,  for  the  County  of  Erie. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


OF 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


The  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  tlie 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  consisting  of  Robert 
J.  Fisher,  Gordon  F.  Mason,  John  U.  Giller,  R. 
Biddle  Roberts,  and  William  R.  Findley  beg  leave 
to  report : 


From  the  fact  that  the  members  of  the  Committee  reside  in  different 
and  distant  parts  of  the  state  from  each  other,  and  have  had  no 
opportunity  to  confer  together,  the  Chairman  has  written  this  report 
without  their  counsel  and  assistance. 

The  annual  meetings  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges  of  the  several 
states  are  held  at  different  seasons  of  the  year,  and  the  publication  of 
their  proceedings  are  often  delayed  for  many  weeks  and  sometimes  for 
months  after  adjournment.  This  delay  has  prevented  the  preparation 
of  this  report  at  a  season  when  the  Chairman  would  have  had  leisure 
to  devote  to  it,  and  compels  him  to  prepare  it  when  his  mind  and  his 
time  are  occupied  in  the  performance  of  other  duties. 

In  the  review  of  the  proceedings,  which  we  have  received,  some  of 
them  are  given  at  less  length  than  we  had  desired  to  do,  but  in 
comparison  with  a  report  made  of  u  A  quarterly  communication,  held 
at  Mason’s  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Providence,  on  Monday,  the  27th  of 
September,  A.  L.  5841,”  our  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  each  Grand 
Jurisdiction  will  be  considered  very  lengthy.  That  report  in  full  was 
as  follows : 

u  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  respectfully  report : 
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* 1  That  we  have  examined  communications  from  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  Connecticut  and  Florida,  and  others,  and  find  nothing,  in  our 
opinion,  requiring  the  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

“  OLIM  JOHN  SOX. 

“ASA  BIRATII, 

“WM.  C.  BARKER, 

11  Committee.  ” 


“  Brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit,”  has  been  often  said,  but  as  this  report 
is  so  small  that  it  has  no  body,  much  less  a  soul,  we  will  not  copy 
after  it,  ardently  as  we  desire  to  be  concise,  but  give  it  as  a  specimen 
of  how  things  were  done  in  Rhode  Island  twenty-eight  years  ago.  In 
making  a  report,  as  Chairman  of  a  Committee  we  have  a  duty  to  per¬ 
form,  and  our  assent  as  a  Mason  to  serve  in  that  capacity  creates  on 
our  part  a  Masonic  obligation  as  binding  as  anj'  other  obligation  we 
have  taken.  With  this  view  of  the  matter,  we  will  endeavor  to 
perform  what  we  consider  our  duty,  as  well  as  the  circumstances  under 
which  we  approach  its  performance  will  allow. 

W e  respectfully  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
following  Grand  Jurisdictions,  to  wit : 


ALABAMA. 

ARKANSAS. 

CALIFORNIA. 

CANADA. 

COLORADO. 

CONNECTICUT. 

DELAWARE. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
ENGLAND. 

FLORIDA. 

FRANCE. 

GEORGIA. 

IDAHO. 

ILLINOIS. 

INDIANA. 

IOWA. 

KANSAS. 

KENTUCKY. 

LOUISIANA. 

MAINE. 

MARYLAND. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

MICHIGAN. 

MINNESOTA. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

MISSOURI. 

NEBRASKA. 

NEVADA. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

NEW  YORK. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

OHIO. 

OREGON. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
TENNESSEE. 

TEXAS. 

VERMONT. 

VIRGINIA. 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 
WEST  VIRGINIA. 
WISCONSIN. 
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ALABAMA. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  commenced  its  Forty-eighth  * 
Annual  Grand  Communication,  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  on  Monday, 
December  7th,  A.  D.  1868. 

Present,  M.  W.  Geoege  D.  Hoeeis,  Grand  Master. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  commences  with  an  eloquent  eulogy 
upon  the  order,  and  then  submits,  for  the  “consideration  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  such  subjects  of  importance  as  necessary  for  action.”  >  He 
says : 

“And  first  of  all,  the  great  consideration  and  necessity  of  the  age, 
is  the  rearing,  educating,  and  maintenance  of  the  orphans  of  deceased 
Masons,  and  the  children  of  indigent  members  of  the  order,  and  we 
would  include  the  orphans  of  Confederate  soldiers.”  He  then  recom¬ 
mends  the  establishment  of  an  Orphans’ Home,  and  says:  “As  a 
means  of  commencement,  I  would  suggest  that  all  the  surplus  funds 
now  in  the  treasury,  and  all  which  may  hereafter  accrue,  be  set  apart 
for  this  purpose  ;  also,  that  the  Lodges  be  directed  to  charge  one  dollar 
additional  for  each  of  the  Degrees,  to  be  sent  up  annually  with  their 
returns  ;  said  sums  to  be  applied  to  the  Home  ;  also,  that  the  Lodges  , 
be  required  to  make  out  a  list  of  all  unaffiliated  Masons  in  their  juris¬ 
diction,  which  list  must  be  sent  up  annually  with  their  returns,  and 
that  said  Lodges  require  said  unafRliated  Masons  to  pay  into  their 
treasury  the  same  amount  of  dues  that  the  members  pay,  under  pain 
of  suspension  :  and  that  this  sum  be  also  applied  to  the  Home.  As 
a  kindred  measure  I  would  most  earnestly  recommend,  that  the  Grand 
Lodsre  sanction  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Mutual  Life  Insurance 

o 

Company  upon  a  just  and  equitable  system.” 

The  following  recommendations  of  the  Grand  Master  are  wise  : 

“I  would  also  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  take  action  relative 
to  the  clothing  suitable  for  the  three  degrees,  and  forbid  the  motley 
appearance  so  often  seen  on  festival  occasions. 

“I  would  also  recommend  that  our  ancient  law  relative  to  the 
appearance  of  Masons  in  public,  on  festival  days,  be  strictly  observed, 
and  that  permission  be  first  had  of  the  Grand  Master  for  such  public 
display.  I  would  also  recommend  that  all  voting  in  Lodges,  except  by 
ballot,  be  done  by  uplifted  hands,  the  ancient  mode. 


“I  recommend  that  the  lodges  be  required  to  cause  the  petitioners  for 
initiation  to  insert  in  their  petitions  that  they  have  never  applied  to 
any  other  lodge.” 

Anions;  the  decisions  are  the  following  : 

“  2.  Held,  that  the  statement  of  a  brother,  that  he  objects  to  the 
ballotting  upon  a  brother’s  application  for  affiliation  during  his  absence, 
as  he  is  not  on  good  terms  with  him,  is  a  bar  to  his  election.” 

“  4.  Held,  that  a  Mason  is  not  deprived  of  any  civil  right  as  a 
member  of  the  order,  and  that  he  can  take  the  benefit  of  the  Bank¬ 
rupt  Act.  The  requirements  of  Masonry  do  not  conflict  with  the  laws 
of  the  land.  A  Mason  must  be  true  to  his  word,  if  able  to  comply  ;  if 

fraud  be  shown  he  must  be  expelled,” 

• 

“6.  Held,  that  a  Past  Master  who  has  never  received  the  Past 
Masters  degree,  can  install  the  officers  of  a  lodge,  a  Chapter  Past 
Master  not  being  recognized.” 

“15.  Held,  that  the  minutes  must  always  be  read  before  closing 
for  correction  and  approval,  and  read  at  the  next  stated  commu¬ 
nication  for  reference  only.  A  Communication  cannot  alter  or  amend 
the  proceedings  of  a  former  one.  Each  Communication  is  the  only 
proper  judge  of  its  own  records,  and  no  other  Communication  can 
alter  or  amend  them.” 

“16.  Held,  that  fines  for  non-attendance  are  unmasonic,  and  that 
the  Master  should  not  enforce  any  measure  that  is  unconstitutional.” 

“24.  Held,  that  the  loss  of  an  arm,  hand,  thumb,  leg  or  foot,  bars 
from  E.  P.  or  Eaising,  although  all  these  members  be  supplied 
artificially.” 

“30.  Held,  that  a  profane  is  not  necessarily  compelled  to  petition 
the  lodge  nearest  his  residence  for  initiation.” 

The  Grand  Master  says  he  has  'made  decisions  upon  nearly  three 
hundred  queries. 

In  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  is  the 
following  : 

“A  case  has  been  referred  to  your  committee  as  follows  :  A  Mason 
in  good  standing,  signifies  in  writing  to  the  lodge  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  his  desire  to  renounce  Masonry ;  what  plan  shall  the  lodge 
pursue  to  enable  him  to  do  this,  and  will  a  dimit  answer  ?  A  Mason 
voluntarily  assumes  the  Masonic  vows,  after  due  caution  and  full 


assurances.  From  the  binding  force  of  these  vows,  neither  himself 
nor  any  Masonic  power  can  absolve  him  until  death.  If  by  renouncing 
Masonry  he  can  be  absolved  from,  one  vow,  he  is  absolved  from 
all,  and  the  order  is  without  protection.  He  may  dimit,  and  thus 
surrender  many  of  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Mason,  but  dimitting 
is  not  renunciation.  He  may  withdraw  from  all  participation  in  the 
active  work  of  Masonry  ;  he  may  disregard  his  duties  and  obligations 
as  a  Mason,  but  he  is  still  amenable  to  the  lodge  which  has  jurisdiction 
of  him.  The  fundamentalities  which  exist  between  a  brother  and  the 
Fraternity  cannot  be  severed  except  by  expulsion,  and  expulsion  does 
not  license  a  revelation  of  the  secrets  of  the  Order.” 

“Your  committee,  being  of  opinion  that  a  brother  cannot  voluntarily 
renounce  Masonry,  deem  it  unnessary  to  consider  or  report  any  plan 
by  which  it  may  be  done.  Your  committee  would  suggest  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  granting  a  dimit  when  it  is  known  that  the  member  desires 
it  for  such  an  object.” 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  is  held 
about  the  same  time  as  that  of  Pennsylvania,  and  therefore  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  relating  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Pennsylvania  for  1867.  It  is  very  satisfactory  and 
complete. 

The  number  of  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  is  250.  Initiated  during 
the  past  year,  696  ;  Passed,  646  ;  Raised,  649  ;  Affiliated,  601  ;  Hues 
received,  $1,635,90. 

ARKANSAS. 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  commenced  in  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  on  Monday,  the 
sixteenth  day  of  Ho vcmber,  1868.  Brother  E.  H.  English,  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  took  the  chair,  assisted  by  the  Grand  Officers  and  other 
members  who  occupied  the  respective  places  of  those  who  were 
absent. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  begins  with  a  text  from  the  book 
of  the  Law  : 


“  Ask  now  the  beasts ,  and  they  shall  teach  thee;  and  the  fowls  of 
the  ah',  and  they  shall  tell  thee :  Or  speak  to  the  earth,  and  it  shall  teach 
thee;  and  the  fishes  of  the  sea  shall  declare  unto  thee.— Book  of  the 
Law;  Job XII.,  vii.,  viii. 

“Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ; 

“  Much  of  the  more  interesting  features  of  Masonry  are  legendary, 
transmitted  to  us  through  successive  generations  of  craftsmen,  from 
the  earliest  ages  of  the  world— from  ages  when  there  was  no  printing, 
when  hook-making  was  rare,  hooks  were  few,  and  men  learned  wisdom 
from  the  Great  Book  of  Nature. 

“Not  long  since  a  venerable  Hebrew  brother  told  me  a  story,  which 
I  had  never  heard  before  ;  and  which  he  said  he  learned,  when  a  boy, 
in  the  father-land,  from  his  aged  uncle,  who  was  a  Mason,  and  who 
assured  him  that  he  had  it  in  a  very  ancient  parchment  manuscript, 
which  had  never  been  printed.  Pleased  with  the  story,  I  said  to  him 
that  I  would  tell  it  to  the  Grand  Lodge  some  day,  and  let  it  be  printed, 
as  it  was  no  secret.  So  I  give  it  to  you  now  for  what  is  worth.  It  is 
the  story  of  c  Solomon,  the  Raven,  and  the  Worm.  ’ 

“  Solomon,  the  most  wise,  was  sitting  in  a  grove,  near  his  rural 
palace,  observing  a  raven  feeding  her  young.  Whilst  she  was  oft  in 
search  of  food,  telling  a  servant  to  bring  him  a  glass  bowl  he  placed 
it  over  her  nest,  so  as  to  cover  the  young  birds.  When  she  returned 
to  the  nest,  the  young  ravens  opened  their  mouths  to  receive  the  sup¬ 
plies  which  the  mother  was  accustomed  to  bring  them  ;  and  she, 
meeting  with  the  transparent  obstruction,  fluttered  about  for  some 
time  in  vain  attempts  to  reach  her  imprisoned  children.  Vexed,  she 
made  repeated,  but  ineffectual,  efforts  to  break  the  vessel  with  her 
beak.  Despairing  of  success  in  this  mode  of  attack,  she  lighted  upon 
a  limb,  near  by,  and  sat  for  some  time,  seeming  to  meditate.  Then 
leaping  into  the  air,  and  spreading  her  black  wings,  she  moved  oft' 
with  rapid  flight  in  the  direction  of  an  island  in  the  Mediterranean 
sea.  Our  Grand  Master,  who  had  watched  with  interest  all  her  move¬ 
ments,  sat  waiting  for  her  return.  Finally  she  came,  bearing  in  her 
beak  a  large  white  worm  ;  and  placing  it  on  the  rim  of  the  nest,  near 
the  edge  of  the  bowl,  it  crawled  over  the  vessel,  and  along  its  track 
the  glass  instantly  cracked,  as  if  cut  by  a  diamond,  parted  and  fell  to 
the  ground ! 

u  The  Masons  were  in  the  quarries  preparing  stone  for  the  Temple. 
They  used  the  drill  and  the  wedge,  but  the  process  of  parting  the 
stones  by  these  simple  implements  was  tedious.  The  idea  flashed 
upon  the  mind  of  Solomon  that,  by  the  instinct  of  the  raven,  Provi- 


84 


dence  had  placed  in  his  hands  a  wonderful,  but  more  effective 
instrument.  Taking  the  worm  to  the  quarries,  he  placed  it  upon  a 
great  stone  which  the  laborers  had  heaved  out  from  the  mountain  ;  it 
crawled  across  it,  and,  to  the  amazement  of  the  wise  man,  the  stone 
opened  along  its  path,  and  tumbled  apart.  Thousands  of  stones  were 
thus  separated  into  suitable  rough  ashlers,  to  be  finished  by  the 
chisels  and  the  mallets  of  the  craftsmen  ! 

“  Such  is  the  substance  of  the  story.  It  may  be  a  mere  fable.  It  may 
be  that  the  insect  excreted  from  its  body  some  mysterious  chemical 
substance  that  parted  the  glass  and  the  stone.  Or  it  may  be  that 
Providence,  who  confounds  the  wisdom  of  men  by  using  simple  means 
to  effect  great  purposes,  supplied  to  Solomon  this  wonderful  little 
craftsman,  to  aid  in  the  great  work  of  erecting  a  temple  for  his 
worship. 

‘ c  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  have  repeated  this  c  strange  story  ’  to  illustrate 
the  fact  that  Solomon,  like  Job,  was  a  student  of  the  Book  of  Nature, 
from  every  great  page  of  which — whether  he  looked  upon  the  ea,  into 
the  air,  upon  the  earth,  all  teeming  with  life,  or  up  into  the  h  ;avens, 
sparkling  with  the  lamps  of  night — he  learned,  as  all  MasoiL  may, 
lessons  of  wisdom.’’ 

Brother  O.  C.  Guay,  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  St.  John’s 
College,  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  Order  in  Arkansas, 
delivered  an  eloquent  address  on  Education  before  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Among  the  resolutions  adopted  is  the  following  : 

uBesolved ,  That  the  many  cherished  and  valuable  emblems  of  our 
Fra  ternity  are  and  should  be  remembered,  as  being  enshrouded  with 
most  significant  and  ennobling  lessons,  and  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  do  hereby  unanimously  condemn  the  use  of  Masonic  emblems 
upon  public  signs  or  other  advertisements  as  a  means  of  inducing 
custom  or  patronage  to  mere  business  enterprise.” 

The  Committe  on  Correspondence  in  their  review  of  the  proceedings 
of  Pennsylvania  for  1867,  say  : 

“The  address  of  Grand  Master  Vatjx,  at  the  Annual  Communication 
in  December,  is  one  of  those  dignified,  sterling  Masonic  productions 
which  impresses  the  reader  at  once  with  the  idea  of  the  author’s 
fitness  to  preside  over  the  venerable  and  important  jurisdiction. 

“We  find  no  attempt  at  rhetorical  display  ;  no  lofty  flights  of  the 
imagination,  carrying  us  beyond  the  regions  of  Masonry  into  the 
obscure  realms  of  metaphysics,  and  doubtful  speculation  ;  though  we 
do  find  beautiful  sentiments  clothed  in  chaste  and  sometimes  almost 
poetic  language.” 

They  then  quote  from  the  address. 
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In  this  jurisdiction  the  number  of  chartered  Lodges  is  .  196 

Lodges  U.  D .  .24 

Initiated,  .......  .  677 

Passed,  .  .  541 

Raised,  .  .  4S1 

Receipts,  $4,588  00. 


To  the  volume  containing  the  proceedings  is  appended  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  By-Laws,  and  Catalogue  of  St.  John’s  College. 

CALIFOBNIA. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
ofthe  State  of  California  commenced  its  nineteenth  Annual  Com¬ 
munication.  in  the  cit}r  of  San  Francisco,  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1868.  Most  Worshipful  William  Abraham  Davis,  Grand  Master. 
Among  the  matters  worthy  of  notice,  in  his  address,  is  the  following : 

“  Application  was  made  to  me  in  April  last,  by  one  of  the  Lodges, 
requesting  permission  to  appear  in  Masonic  clothing  to  participate 
in  public  procession  with  the  Odd-Fellows  in  celebrating  their  anni¬ 
versary.  Again,  in  May,  application  was  made  on  behalf  of  another 
Lodge,  for  permission  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  Saint  John  the 
Baptist,  by  a  ‘public  procession  in  full  regalia,  an  oration,  and  ball.’ 
Heartily  concurring,  as  I  do,  in  the  opinion  of  Grand  Master  Belcher, 
approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  ‘  on  no  occasion,  except  for  the 
burial  of  a  brother,  is  it  permitted  for  anj~  Lodge  or  number  of  Masons 
to  appear  in  Masonic  clothing  without  permission  from  the  Grand 
Master,  and  that  permission  ought  very  rarely  to  be  asked  or  granted 
and  with  the  Grand  Master  of  Maine,  who  saj^s,  in  a  decision  on  the 
same  subject — ‘we  are  constrained  to  say  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
usages  of  the  Order,  and  improper  for  the  Fraternity  to  take  part,  in 
their  conventional  character,  in  any  public  demonstration,  except 
to  perform  some  Masonic  labor,’  and  these  opinions  having  been 
reiterated  by  the  Grand  Master  Claiborne,  and  again  approved  b}' 
the  Grand  Lodge,  I  hold  the  same  to  be  the  law  of  the  jurisdiction, 
and  have  refused  the  desired  permission,  where  no  Masonic  labor  was 
to  be  performed.'’ 

With  regard  to  the  physical  qualifications  of  applicants  he  said : 

“  the  applicant  must  not  only  be  able  ‘  to  conform  literally  to  what  the 
several  degrees  require  of  him,  but  that  he  must  not  be  dismembered. 
The  rule  may  appear  rigid,  but  having  observed  with  regret  the 
prevalent  disposition  to  encroach  upon  our  old-established  customs,  I 
deem  it  safer  to  hold  firmly  to  the  rule  as  interpreted  here.  I  find 
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that  although  the  rulings  of  my  predecessors  have  been  uniformly  in 
accordance  with  such  strict  construction  of  the  law,  yet  there  is  a 
general  disposition  to  allow  individual  cases,  through  personal,  friendly 
considerations,  or  through  sympathy,  to  be  exempted  from  its  require¬ 
ments.”  *  *  *  *  *  “In  this  connection  the  question  has  been 
presented  as  to  the  right  to  confer  the  remaining  degree  or  degrees 
upon  a  dismembered  entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow-Craft,  such  dis¬ 
memberment  having  occurred  subsequently  to  his  initiation  or  passing. 
In  the  case  presented,  I  decided  that  as  the  applicant  was  physically 
perfect  at  the  time  of  his  initiation,  his  faith  and  good  intentions 
toward  Masonry,  together  with  the-  fact  that  he  had  received  partial 
knowledge  of  our  mysteries,  would  justify  the  Lodge  in  conferring 
the  remaining  degrees  upon  him,  provided  he  was  able  to  conform 
literally  to  the  requirements  of  the  remaining  degrees.  I  am  aware 
that  this  decision  may  be  considered  by  eminent  Masons,  learned  in 
Masonic  law,  as  inconsistent  with  our  General  Regulation  on  this 
subject,  but  I  trust  the  question  may  be  considered  and  definitely 
settled  at  the  present  session.” 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  in  regard  to  this  clause  of  the 
Grand  Master’s  Address,  report  that  the  rule  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1864,  “  that  the  candidate  must  be  able  to  conform  literally 
to  what  the  several  degrees  require  of  him,  is  correct.  They  do  not 
desire  to  relax  or  modify  the  rule,  and  do  not  think  that  any  words 
of  theirs  could  make  it  more  explicit.” 

The  same  Committee,  in  regard  to  the  burial  of  Masons  who,  at  the 
time  of  their  death,  were  in  good  standing,  conclude  an  elaborate 
report  as  follows  : — 

“We  would  say  to  all  Masons,  be  men,  and  do  your  duty  like  true 
men,  whether  that  duty  be  pleasant  or  the  contrary ;  whether  your 
path  has  been  strewn  with  flowers  or  with  thorns.  It  is  not  all  of  life 
to  live,  to  eat  and  drink,  and  be  clad.  And  we  would  say  to  the  world 
that  Masons  are  men  and  true  men,  and,  as  a  society,  will  give  no 
countenance  to,  nor  in  any  way  excuse,  any  deliberate  offence  against 
the  laws  of  God  or  man  ;  that  the  crime  of  self-murder  is  one  of  the 
most  odious  and  least  excusable  in  the  catalogue  of  crimes ;  and  that 
one  who  is  guilty  of  such  a  crime  is  not  worthy  to  receive  at  the  hands 
of  the  Fraternity  the  honors  of  a  Masonic  burial.  As  men,  we  will 
decently  and  quietly  bury  him  ;  but  not  as  one  who  has  run  his  race 
and  accomplished  the  work  appointed  for  him  to  do.” 

A  resolution  was  adopted  in  accordance  with  this  report. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  in  referring  to  the  Pennsylvania 
proceedings,  say:  “On  a  certain  point — which  the  initiated  will 
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well  understand — the  Grand  Master  has  these  well-timed  suggestions, 
which  we  commend  to  our  brethren  in  this  jurisdiction.  They  then 
quote  from  Grand  Master  Yaux’s  Address,  as  to  the  examination  of 
visitors,  and  with  the  suggestion  to  sister  Grand  Lodges  that  whatever 
is  not  essential  in  the  ceremonial  might  be  dispensed  with  when  those 
presenting  themselves  hail  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  number  initiated  during  the  year  ending  July  31,  1868,  817  ; 
Passed,  822 ;  Raised,  821  ;  whole  number  of  Master  Masons,  8,106. 
Lodges,  159. 

CANADA, 

\  _ 

We  have  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient 
Pree  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Canada,  at  an  especial  Communication 
held  at  Port  Dalhousie,  Ontario,  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1868, 
A.  L.  5868,  also  one  held  at  Dundee  Centre,  P.  O.,  on  the  1st  day  of 
July,  A.  D.,  1868,  A.  L.,  5868  ; — as  likewise  at  its  Thirteenth  Annual 
Communication,  held  at  London,  Ontario,  on  the  8th  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1868,  A.  L.  5868.  A.  A.  Stephenson,  Montreal,  P.  O.,  Grand 
Master,  Thomas  Bird  Harris,  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  give  the  following  model  address  of  the  Acting  G.  W.  R.  W. 
A.  A.  Stephenson,  D.  G.  M.,  at  the  laj-ing  of  the  corner  stone  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Dundee  Centre. 

“Men,  women  and  children,  assembled  here  to  behold  this  cere¬ 
mony,  know  all  of  you  that  we  are  lawful  Masons,  true  to  the  laws  of 
our  Country,  and  professing  to  fear  God,  who  is  the  Great  Architect 
of  the  Universe ;  to  honor  the  Queen ;  to  confer  benefits  upon  our 
brethren  ;  and  to  practice  universal  benevolence  towards  all  mankind. 

“We  have  amongst  us,  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  all  other  men, 
secrets  which  may  not  be  revealed,  and  which  no  man  has  discovered; 
but  those  secrets  are  lawful  and  honorable,  and  are  placed  in  the 
custody  of  Masons,  who  alone  have  the  keeping  of  them  to  the  end  of 
time. 

“We  admit  into  our  Order  only  such  as  are  reported  to  be  good 
men  and  true ;  of  a  lawful  age,  good  morals,  and  sound  judgment.  We 
meet  upon  a  level,  and  are  constantly  instructed  to  square  our  con¬ 
duct  by  the  principles  of  morality  and  virtue.  Men  of  every  class  and 
rank  of  life  are  enrolled  as  members  of  our  ancient  and  honorable 
fraternity  ;  even  monarchs,  the  most  powerful  and  enlightened,  have 
in  all  ages  been  active  promoters  of  our  art,  and  have  not  thought  it 
derogatory  from  their  dignity  to  join  our  assemblies  and  participate 
in  our  mysteries. 
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uThe  lapse  of  time,  the  ruthless  hand  of  ignorance,  and  the  devasta¬ 
tions  of  war,  have  laid  waste  and  destroyed  many  valuable  monuments 
of  antiquity,  on  which  the  utmost  exertions  of  human  genius  have 
been  employed.  Even  the  Temple  of  Solomon,  so  spacious  and  mag¬ 
nificent,  and  constructed  by  so  many  celebrated  artists,  escaped  not  the 
unsparing  ravages  of  barbaric  force.  Eee-Masonry,  notwithstanding 
has  still  survived.  The  attentive  ear  receives  the  sound  from  the 
instructive  tongue,  and  the  mysteries  of  Masonry  are  safely  lodged 
in  the  sacred  repository  of  faithful  breasts.  Tools  and  implements  of 
architecture  are  selected  by  the  Fraternity  to  imprint  on  the  memory 
wise  and  serious  truths ;  and  thus,  through  successive  ages,  are 
transmitted,  pure  and  unimpaired,  the  excellent  tenets  of  our 
institution. 

“Unless  our  Craft  were  good,  and  our  calling  honorable,  we  should 
not  have  existed  for  so  many  centuries  ;  nor  should  we  see  to  day,  as 
in  all  times  past,  so  many  distinguished  and  illustrious  brethren 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  sanctioning  our  proceedings  and 
contributing  to  our  prosperity. 

“Following  the  example  of  our  illustrious  predecessors,  we  have 
assembled  at  your  request  to  lay  the  foundation  stone  of  this  Church 
in  accordance  with  the  rites  of  our  Fraternity.  We  pray  God  to 
prosper  this  undertaking,  and  enable  those  who  have  commenced  the 
good  work  to  carry  it  on  to  completion.  May  the  great  Architect 
himself  direct  aright  all  who  are  connected  with  the  erection  of  this 
building,  which  is  to  be  consecrated  to  the  worship  of  the  Most  High. 
May  it  prove  a  blessing  to  this  community  ;  and  may  many  within  its 
walls  be  brought  from  darkness  into  the  light,  and  made  meet  for  that 
spiritual  building,  ‘that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
Heavens .  7  Amen .  7 7 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  at  the  Fourteenth  Annual 
Communication,  we  extract  the  following  : 

“  In  the  course  of  the  discussions  which  occasionally  take  place  at 
our  annual  meetings,  sentiments  are  sometimes  expressed  by  the 
younger  members  of  the  Fraternity  which  have  led  me  to  believe  that 
they  neither  fully  understood  nor  appreciated  the  original  design  and 
aim  of  our  institution  ;  but  had  come  to  regard  it  as  if  the  great  and 
sole  object  of  our  Association  was  the  mere  accumulation  of  funds  for 
the  relief  of  distressed  Masons,  for  the  support  of  their  widows,  and 
for  the  education  of  their  destitute  children,  forgetting,  apparently, 
the  explanations  which  had  been  given,  and  the  lessons  they  had 
received  at  their  initiation  into  our  mysteries.  Charity,  in  its  largest 
sense,  in  its  broadest  signification,  is  a  virtue  dear  to  the  heart  of 
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every  true  Mason,  and  that  charity  which  is  not  only  active,  hut 
passive,  is  freely  exercised  by  the  genuine  Brother  ;  he  is  ever  as 
ready  to  assist  the  distressed,  as  he  is  to  abstain  from  unkindness, 
uncorteousness,  or  the  malicious  construction  of  his  neighbours 
motives.  The  inculcation  of  every  virtue,  the  improvement  of  our 
species  ;  the  advancement  of  learning  and  science,  the  study  of  the 
liberal  arts,  and  especially  the  cultivation  of  brotherly  love,  these  are 
some  of  the  aims  of  the  Craft  and  of  its  votaries.  If  there  is  to  be 
found  in  our  ranks  any  individual  who  has  joined  us,  actuated  by  no 
higher  motive  than  self-interest,  and  influenced  by  the  idea  that  he  is 
thereby  making  a  most  judicious  investment  for  himself  and  family, 
he  will  soon  discover  that  he  has  not  only  deceived  himself,  but  that 
he  has  altogether  misapprehended  the  genius,  the  scope,  and  the  great 
objects  of  Masonry  ;  for  our  Brotherhood  is  not,  for  a  moment,  to  be 
placed  on  the  same  level  with  those  mere  benefit  clubs  which  have 
recently  been  established,  with  the  sole  and  avowed  intention  of 
making  to  the  contributor,  or  to  his  legal  representatives,  a  full  and 
equivalent  return  in  hard  cash  for  that  which  he  has  invested  in  their 
hands.  Neither  is  Masonry  to  be  thus  shorn  of  her  fair  proportions, 
nor  is  she  to  be  circumscribed  or  fettered  as  to  the  discharge  of  her 
numerous  duties.  We  are  told  that  the  three  great  tenets  of  a  Mason’s 
profession  are  Brotherly  Love,  Relief,  and  Truth ;  and  to  you,  my 
brethren,  I  now  say — cultivate  them  all.” 

In  regard  to  what  is  technically  called  work ,  he  says  :  “The  ritual 
is  not  considered  as  a  land-mark  in  Masonry  ;  many  parts  of  it  are 
not  essential ;  they  have  been  changed  and  may  be  changed  again, 
though,  as  a  learned  and  reliable  writer  remarks,  such  changes  should 
be  made  with  great  caution,  and  perhaps  had  better  not  be  made  at 
all.  But,  adds  he,  on  the  other  hand  there  are  portions  of  the  ritual, 
and  large  portions,  too,  which  do  constitute  land-marks  ;  which  never 
have  been  changed,  and  never  can  be  changed  without  a  destruction 
of  the  very  identity  of  Free-Masonry.  The  beautiful  lectures  which 
form  so  important  a  feature  in  our  system  are  most  useful,  but,  as  the 
same  author  remarks,  they  are  not  essential,  neither  are  they  to  be 
considered  as  constituting  land-marks,  for  before  the  year  1717  no 
such  system  existed.  Many  changes, — some  of  them,  doubtless, 
decided  improvements,  while  others  were  very  much  the  reverse — 
have  since  been  introduced,  which  proves,  conclusively,  that  they  have 
no  claims  to  be  regarded  as  land-marks  of  the  Order.” 

And  further  he  says:  “Precedents  with  us,  says  a  learned  and 
thoughtful  Brother,  have  no  authority  unless  they  are  founded  upon 
principle  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  changes  have  no  support  unless 
thejr  are  prompted  by  necessity  and  guided  by  reason.  It  is  to  such 
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conservatism  as  this  that  our  gratitude  is  due,  for  that  steady  and 
healthy  progress  which  Masonry  is  now  making  ;  which  gives  it  a 
standing  and  character  among  the  institutions  of  the  age  ;  which  is 
rendering  it  daily  more  and  more  worthy  of  cultivation  by  men  of 
intellect,  and  which  must  bestow  upon  it,  as  a  science  and  a  system 
of  philosophy,  a  perpetuity  and  prosperity  which  its  merely  social  and 
charitable  character  could  never  have  secured.” 

The  number  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  .  .  .  195 

Jurisdictions  reported,  ...  .  .  1243 

Receipts,  $8,023.33 


COLORADO. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons,  of  Colorado,  met 
in  annual  communication,  in  Central  City,  on  the  6th  of  October, 
1868. 

Present  M.  W.  Henry  M.  Teller,  Grand  Master. 

Before  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  R.  W.  Grand  Orator, 
Rev.  B.  T.  Vincent,  delivered  an  oration,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
published  with  the  proceedings.  It  is  an  eloquent  defence  of  the 
conservatism  of  the  Order. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  contains  an  account  of  his 
transactions,  among  which  is  the  following : 

“At  the  last  session  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  I  prepared  an  act 
for  the  benefit  of  Masonic  bodies  in  this  Territory,  which  became  a 
law  on  the  lOtli  day  of  January  last.  The  act  provides  for  the  incor¬ 
poration  of  Masonic  Lodges.  I  would  not  have  recommended  the 
incorporation  of  any  Masonic  Lodge.  I  think  it  hardly  consistent 
with  the  charter  of  our  institution.  I  find  quite  a  growing  disposition 
among  the  fraternity  to  have  the  Lodges  incorporated,  and  fearing 
that  this  feeling  among  the  Lodges  might  eventually  result  in  some 
action  of  the  legislature  which  might  declare  all  Masonic  bodies 
corporate  bodies,  I  drafted  the  acts  referred  to.  No  Lodge  will  derive 
any  benefit  from  being  incorporated,  as  all  the  real  benefits  to  be 
derived  by  incorporation  can  be  obtained  under  this  act ;  for  section 
VII.,  of  the  act  referred  to  provides  that:  ‘Any  of  the  foregoing 
Masonic  bodies  duly  chartered  by  the  respective  grand  bodies,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  laws,  constitution  and  usages  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
not  wishing  to  become  a  corporate  body  uuder  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  may  take  and  hold  real  estate  for  their  use  and  benefit,  by 


purchase,  grant,  devise,  gift,  or  otherwise,  in  and  by  the  name  and 
member  of  said  body,  according  to  the  respective  registers  of  the 
grand  body  under  which  the  same  may  he  holders,  and  the  presiding 
officers  of  such  body,  together  with  the  secretary  thereof,  may  make 
conveyance  of  any  real  estate  belonging  to  such  body  when  authorized 
by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  said  body,  under  such  regulations 
as  the  said  Masonic  body,  or  its  grand  body,  may  see  fit  to  make ;  but 
all  such  conveyances  shall  be  attested  by  the  seal  of  said  subordinate 
body.’  (Section  V III.)  ‘should  it  become  necessary  at  any  time  to 
protect  the  rights  of  such  Masonic  body  in  and  to  the  real  estate  and 
personal  property,  said  body  not  being  incorporated  under  this  act, 
the  presiding  officer  thereof  may  bring  suit  in  his  own  name  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Masonic  body  over  which  he  presides,  in  any  of  the 
courts  of  record  of  this  Territory  having  original  jurisdiction,  and 
may  prosecute  or  defend  the  same  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Terri¬ 
tory.’  ”  He  then  s&ys : 

‘  ‘  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  benefits  of  an  incorporation  are 
obtained  without  the  usual  embarrassments.” 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  had  received  nothing  from 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  time  the  report  was  written.  The  number  of 
Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  is  fourteen,  besides  five  under  dispensation. 
Initiated,  112 ;  Passed,  100 ;  Kaised,  94 ;  Humber  of  Members,  717  ; 
Living  out  of  Territory,  1B4. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Eighty-first  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  was  held  at  “The  Temple,”  in  the  city  of  Hew 
Haven,  commencing  on  the  12th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1869. 

M.  W.  "William  Stoker,  Grand  Master ,  delivered  the  Annual 
Address,  of  which  the  following  is  his  introduction  : — “Allow  me,  ni3r 
beloved  brethren,  to  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival  in  this 
sacred  retreat,  and  to  extend  to  each  of  you  a  cordial  and  fraternal 
welcome  to  this  our  annual  feast.  I  see  around  me  many  familiar  faces, 
and  have  been  permitted  to  return  the  fraternal  grasp  of  scores  with 
whom  I  have  been  accustomed  to  take  counsel  in  years  gone  by  ;  and 
yet  I  find  myself  surrounded  by  a  multitude  of  strangers, — younger 
brethren  who  have  just  entered  on  ‘the  great  and  glorious  work’ — 
whose  feet  have  just  been  placed  on  the  lower  rounds  of  the  ladder, — 
who  have  yet  to  climb  the  rugged  ascent  to  the  pinnacle  of  our  Mj’stic 
Temple,  and  many  of  whom,  I  fondly  trust,  will  yet  occupy  exalted 
positions  in  our  ranks,  and  whose  example  in  after  life  will  shed  far 
and  wide  the  enlightening  and  warming,  and  vivifying  rays  of  pure 
Masonic  light. 
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But,  brethren,  young  and  old — the  more  humble  as  well  as  the  most 
exalted — I  bid  you  all  a  warm-hearted ,  old-fashioned  Masonic  welcome. 

*  *  *  “Doubtless  there  will  be  questions  brought  before  you 

for  action,  in  the  consideration  of  which  you  will  not  be  able  to  see,  and 
feel,  and  act  alike  ;  were  it  otherwise,  Masons  must  be  something 
more  than  human.  Diversity  of  thought  and  opinion  is  as  much  to  be 
expected  as  is  diversity  of  complexion,  and  dress,  and  tones  of  voice. 
And  these  differences  should  be  tolerated.  It  ill  becomes  any  one  man 
— even  though  he  be  the  most  highly  cultivated  of  the  race — to 
arrogate  to  himself  a  monopoly  of  worldly  wisdom.  His  humbler 
brother  may,  perchance,  entertain  some  opinions  that  are, worthy  of 
consideration.  So,  too,  no  man  can  properly  claim  that  he  alone  is 
honest  m  his  views,  and  that  those  who  entertain  different  opinions, 
are  consequently  actuated  by  improper  motives.  Let  us,  then,  come 
to  the  consideration  of  the  various  items  of  business  that  may  be 
brought  before  us  in  the  true  and  enlightened  spirit  of  charity.  Let 
us  be  cool,  and  calm,  and  tolerant,  and  dignified,  and  manly  in  the 
discussions  in  which  we  may  be  called  to  participate  ;  where  we  cannot 
all  see  alike  ‘let  us  agree  to  disagree.’  Let  each  brother  be  truly 
thankful  that  there  are  so  many  brethren  present  who  are  wiser  than 
himself.  Let  this  fraternal  spirit  prevail,  and  our  deliberations  will, 
as  heretofore,  be  conducted  in  harmony  and  good-will,  and  the  result 
of  our  labors  cannot  be  otherwise  than  satisfactory.” 


DISPENSATIONS  FOR  NEW  LODGES. 

From  the  account  Gf.  M.  Storer  gives  of  the  number  of  dispensa¬ 
tions  granted  to  new  Lodges,  dedications  and  visits  to  subordinate 
Lodges,  he  proves  himself  to  be  a  most  able  and  faithful  officer. 

DECISIONS. 

In  a  matter  of  a  difference  among  the  members  of  St.  John’s  Lodge, 
No.  0,  in  relation  to  By-Laws,  the  Grand  Master  decided  that : — 

1st.  The  Grand  Lodge  is  the  governing  power  of  Masonry  in  this 
jurisdiction,  and  every  subordinate  Lodge,  and  every  individual 
Mason,  is  bound  to  obey  all  its  resolutions,  orders  and  edicts. 

2d.  That  the  adoption  of  a  new  code  of  Masonic  jurisprudence  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  rendered  it  necessary  for  each  subordinate  Lodge  to 
make  a  thorough  revision  of  its  by-laws— in  some  cases  involving 
radical  changes ;  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  had  imperatively  com¬ 
manded  all  its  subordinates  to  make  such  revision. 
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3d.  That  this  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  had  superseded  all 
conflicting  requirements  of  subordinate  Lodge  by-laws,  and  rendered 
an  “early,”  as  well  as  careful  revision  absolutely  obligator}’  on  the 
subordinates — thus  annulling  all  provisions  which  might  stand  in  the 
way  of  speedy  action. 

This  decision  fully  sustains  the  view  held  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania — that  each  Grand  Lodge  is  the  only  and  supreme 
Masonic  power  in  matters  within  its  jurisdiction. 

From  the  Grand  Master’s  address  we  learn  that  the  Grand  Treasurer 
of  that  Grand  Lodge  was  deposed  from  office  by  the  Grand  Master, 
because  he  neglected,  at  the  request  of  that  officer,  to  render  to  him  a 
satisfactory  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  disposed  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  funds,  which  came  into  his  possession. 

DEAD  OF  THE  PAST  YEAR. 

The  Grand  Master  announces  the  death  of  two  distinguished  Masons, 
Brother  Goodrich  and  Brother  Seymour.  M.  W.  Bro.  Past-Grand 
Master  Elizar  Goodrich  died  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1S6S. 
Brother  Goodrich  was  first  elected  Senior  Grand  Deacon  of  that  body 
at  the  Annual  Communication  in  May,  18*20.  *  *  When  he 

was  elected  Grand  Master  the  next  year  he  declined  a  re-election,  and 
his  active  connection  with  the  Grand  Lodge  ceased.  His  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  Masonry,  however,  was  maintained  to  the  last ; 
and  his  life  was  an  exemplification  of  those  principles  ;  he  died  in  the 
city  of  Hartford,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

Brother  Thomas  II.  Seymour  died  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  on  the 
3d  day  of  September,  1868,  aged  sixty-one  years.  This  distinguished 
brother  was  made  a  Mason  in  the  year  1850  ;  at  the  Annual  Commu¬ 
nication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1851  he  was  elected  Senior  Grand 
Deacon,  at  the  same  time  holding  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  State. 
He  was  re-elected  at  the  Annual  Communication  in  1852  ;  but  during 
that  year  he  accepted  the  position  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
Russia,  and  a  residence  of  several  years  in  Europe  prevented  his 
advancement  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  His  interest  in  Masonry,  however, 
was  conspiciously  manifested  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  which 
was  a  beautiful  exemplification  of  the  softening,  and  purifying,  and 
humanizing  influences  of  the  principles  of  our  Ancient  Fraternity. 

N  Also  that  of  Brother  Alley  Goodwiy,  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  a 
zealous  and  true  Mason.  Brother  Goodwey  was  “  a  curious  work¬ 
man  in  metals,”  and  the  official  jewels  of  many  of  the  Lodges  of  this 
jurisdiction  will  be  preserved  as  a  more  precious  treasure  because  they 
were  the  result  of  his  skillful  handiwork.  He  died  on  the  7th  day  of 
January,  1869,  aged  seventy-two  years. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Communication,  under  review,  con¬ 
tains  a  memorial  page  for  each  of  these  departed  brethren. 

The  Grand  Lodge  fund  is  very  small,  and  their  affairs  much 
embarrassed.  The  Grand  Master  inquires  whether  it  would  be  advis¬ 
able  to  make  a  small  annual  assessment  on  each  member  of  each 
subordinate  Lodge.  We  think  it  ought  to  be  done  b}^  every  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  levies  an  annual  contribu¬ 
tion  upon  each  member  of  one  dollar. 

LIBRARY. 

This  jurisdiction  has  a  Masonic  Library  of  169  volumes — a  catalogue 
of  which  accompanies  the  Grand  Secretary’s  report. 

THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE 

Is  written  by  R.  W.  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary,  and 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-eight  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States,  including  our  own  and  that  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns¬ 
wick.  The  report  is  an  able  one.  Brother  Wheeler  has  taken 
pains  to  ascertain  the  number  of  Lodges  and  of  members  in  the  United 
States,  and  gives  the  following  a^  the  result  of  his  labors  :  “We  have, 
at  the  present  time,  upwards  of  7000  Lodges  in  active  operation,  with 
an  aggregate  membership  of  438,072,  with  an  annual  increase  of  about 
50,000.  The  annual  dues  to  Grand  Lodges,  so  far  as  has  been  reported, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  $382,138.09.  When  we  consider  that  the 
reports  from  which  these  figures  are  taken,  are,  most  of  them,  for  the 
year  1868,  and  many  as  far  back  as  1867,  and  that  the  increase  has  been 
continuing  from  that  time  to  the  present  at  the  rate  of  about  50,000 
annually,  we  think  we  can  safely  estimate  the  present  number  of 
Masons  at  500,000.  With  these  figures  before  us,  we  may  truly  say, 

4  There  are  a  nation  of  Free  Masons,  ’  and  should  the  principles  which 
are  inculcated  extend  with  our  membership,  and  be  forcibly  impressed 
upon  the  minds  of  initiates,  so  that  they  would  practice  them,  the 
institution  would  be  the  promoter  of  much  good,  and  bring  no  discredit 
upon  us,  as  a  nation.” 

Five  Hundred  Thousand  Masons. — Five  Hundred  Thousand  Bro¬ 
thers,  linked  together  in  one  common  bond  of  union,  strong  and  firm, 
one  and  inseparable :  and  among  this  number  are  to  be  found  men 
of  every  nation  and  religious  creed  ;  men  of  different  political  opinions  ; 
men  of  every  profession  ;  men  occupying  high  places  of  trust  in  society 
and  the  civil  government. 
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Number  of  Lodges  103,  including  4  U.  D. 

u  of  initiations  during  the  year,  .  .  943 

“  advanced  to  the  degree  of  F.  C.  .  .  900 

“  “  “  u  N.  M.  .  .  881 

“  died,  .......  148 

u  rejected, . 406 

“  Masons, . 12,784 


DELAWARE. 

The  Sixty-Third  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge,  of  A.  F.  A.  M.,  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  was  held  at  the  Free 
Masons’  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  on  the  28th  day  of  June, 
A.  D.,  1869.  M.  W.  Edwin  J.  Horner,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  the  annual  address.  He  notices  the 
death  of  Brother  William  Grayer,  P.  D.  G.  M.  of  that  Grand  Lodge, 
who  died  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1868,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year 
of  his  age.  He  also  states  that  he  received,  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1868,  a  communication  from  the  W.  M.  of  Harmony  Lodge,  No.  13, 
inquiring  if  this  Lodge  was  bound  to  accept  and  be  governed  by  the 
By-Laws  as  altered  and  returned  ^)y  the  Committee  of  the  Grand 
Lodge ;  and  if  this  Lodge  could  hold  meetings  weekly  and  transact 
business. 

He  answered,  that  if  their  By-Laws  had  been  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  their  Lodge  was  bound  to  be  governed  by  them,  and 
could  hold  no  meetings  of  the  Lodge  for  the  transaction  of  business, 
only  as  specified  by  their  By-Laws. 

He  also  received  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Secretary,  inclos¬ 
ing  a  notice  from  Corinthian  Lodge,  No.  20,  of  the  suspension  of  a 
member  of  that  Lodge,  by  the  power  of  the  gavel,  without  trial ,  and 
asking  if  he  should  notify  the  Lodges  of  such  a  suspension.  To  which 
he  answered  that  he  should  not  notify  the  Lo'dges  of  such  a  suspen¬ 
sion  ;  that  it  was  his  opinion  such  a  suspension  was  an  assumption  of 
power  by  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  that  was  not  warranted  by  the  laws 
and  usages  of  Masonry ;  and  that  a  Master  of  a  Lodge  could  not 
suspend  a  member  of  his  Lodge  at  will,  and  without  trial.  He  also 
made  the  following  decision  in  answer  to  questions  : 

First,  can  a  Junior  Deacon  dimit  from  one  Lodge  to  join  another  in 
the  same  place ;  and  second,  can  any  appointed  officer  dimit  from  a 
Lodge,  the  Lodge  voting  yea.  To  the  first  question  his  answer  was 
that  it  was  his  opinion  that  a  Junior  Deacon  could  dimit  from  his 
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Lodge,  for  the  following  reasons  :  The  Deacons  are  appointed  officers 
in  the  Lodge,  and  not  elected  and  installed  to  fill  the  office  of  Deacon 
for  any  definite  time,  as  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  a  Lodge  are. 

To  the  second  question,  can  any  appointed  officer  dimit  from  his 
Lodge  voting  yea.  His  answer  was,  that  he  could,  for  the  same 
reasons  as  above  given. 

The  Grand  Master  also  reports  that  his  business  engagements  have 
been  such  during  the  past  year  as  to  prevent  him  from  visiting  all  the 
Lodges  under  his  jurisdiction,  but  so  far  as  his  visits  extended,  they 
were  found  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

GRAND  MASTER’S  ADDRESS. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Master’s  Address,  concur  in  all  the 

decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  except  the  one  in  reference  to  Deacons, 
they  being  of  the  opinion  that  a  regularly  appointed  and  installed 
Deacon  cannot  dimit. 

COMMITTEE  ON  SEALS. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Seals  report  that  they  find 
them  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  landmarks  of  Masonry;  with 
the  exception  of  Union  Lodge,  Ho.  5,  which  has  the  letters  A.  Y.  M. 
which  your  Committee  would  recommend  be  changed  to  A.  F.  A.  M. 
Brother  Budd,  of  Union  Lodge,  Ho.  5,  objected  to  having  their  Seal 
mutilated,  stating  that  the  letters  objected  to  appear  in  the  centre  of 
their  new  Seal,  or  in  other  words,  they  have  a  fac  simile  of  their  old 
Seal  surrounded  by  a  new  one,  with  the  words  A.  F.  A.  M.  engraved 
thereon,  and  hoped  this  would  satisfy  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  they  would 
like  to  hold  their  old  Seal  for  its  antiquity,  it  being  nearly  a  century 
old. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  that  part  requiring  Union  Lodge,  Ho.  5,  to  change  their  seal. 

ADMISSION  OF  PERSONS  OF  COLOR. 

The  following  was  offered  by  Brother  John  H.  Simms,  and  tabled  : 

Whereas ,  A  resolution  passed  at  the  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
in  1867,  reading  thus  : 

Resolved ,  That  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  are  positively  pro¬ 
hibited  from  initiating,  passing,  raising,  or  admitting  to  membership, 
or  the  right  of  visitation,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  colored  person  of 
the  United  States.  This  prohibition  shall  be  an  obligation,  and  so 
taught  in  the  Third  Degree. 
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And  whereas ,  This  resolution  is  in  perfect  contradistinction  to  the 
rules,  regulations,  edicts,  and  ancient  landmarks  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masonary  ; 

And  whereas ,  Our  obligations  cover  the  whole  ground  of  clandes- 
tinity,  and  do  most  positively  and  conclusively  punish  every  member 
for  a  violation  of  any  of  them  ; 

And  whereas ,  We  must  acknowledge  the  universality  of  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masonry  ;  so  that  in  every  nation,  a  Mason  finds 
a  friend,  and  in  every  climate,  a  home  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  declared  null  and  void, 
and  be  treated  the  same  as  though  it  had  never  passed. 

But  on  motion,  the  resolution  adopted  June  27tli,  1867,  and  printed 
with  the  proceedings  of  that  year,  on  pages  25  and  26,  in  reference  to 
entering,  passing,  raising,  and  admitting  to  membership,  be  expunged. 

COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  state  that  they  have 
received  and  examined  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  thirty-four 
States,  and  those  of  Canada  and  JSTew  Brunswick. 

The  report  does  not  take  up  and  review  the  proceedings  of  each 
Grand  Lodge,  but  draws  the  attention  of  three  Grand  Lodges  to  several 
subjects  under  heads  or  divisions. 

TJnder  that  of  jurisdiction,  the}^  complain  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  claim  the  right  to  confer  degrees  upon  persons 
living  within  the  bounds  of  other  jurisdictions,  and  declare  that 
“this  disregard  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  others  evinces  a  most 
unfraternal  disposition,  that  cannot  be  two  strongly  denounced,  and 
if  further  persisted  in  should  be  met  by  Grand  Lodges  in  the  most 
decided  manner.”  In  pursuance  of  this  expression  of  the  Grand 
Master’s  opinion  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  holds  the  practice  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  permitting  her  subordinates  to 
initiate,  pass  and  raise  non-residents,  to  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  sister 
jurisdictions  as  well  as  a  great  injury  to  Masoniy  generally  ;  and 
that  if  this  course  is  persisted  in  this  Grand  Lodge  will  be  under  the 
necessity  of  suspending  Masonic  intercourse  with  said  Grand  Lodge. 

The  next  subject  treated  of  in  the  report,  is  that  of  u  asking  aid  from 
other  jurisdictions ,”  which  is  condemmed.  They  think  that  these 
demands  should  be  the  subject  of  some  general  regulation. 
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The  next  is  that  of  the  difficulty  in  Louisiana.  They  enter  largely 
into  the  history  of  the  matter,  and  declare  that  the  “illegal  body 
styling  itself c  The  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite,  has  created 
Lodges  in  that  jurisdiction  in  violation  of  the  acknowledged  laws  of 
the  Masonic  bodies  throughout  the  world.” 

They  next  notice  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho,  “  and 
recommend  that  she  he  welcomed  ”  by  their  Grand  Lodge.  These  four 
constitute  all  the  subjects  treated  of  by  the  Committee  in  their  report. 


No  of  Lodges, . 18 

Masons  initiated  during  the  year, . 100 

“  Passed  “  “ . 94 

“  Raised  “  u . 93 

Applicants  rejected,  . .  25 

Masons  died,  . . 10 

Whole  number  of  Masons . 930 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Special  Communication  at  Washington, 
March  17tli,  1868.  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  M.  W.  P.  G. 
Master  William  M.  Ellis,  a  resumed  communication  was  held  on 
the  next  evening,  on  the  same  subject.  W.  M.  B.  B.  French,  G.  M., 
presided  on  both  occasions.  He  stated  that  the  late  P.  G.  Master 
Ellis  was  born  in  1805  ;  that  he  was  for  several  years  a  member  of 
the  councils  of  that  city  ;  that  he  served  in  the  Grand  Lodge  as  S.  W. 
in  1837,  D.  G.  M.  in  1839,  and  G.  M.  in  1844  ;  that  he  was  “a 
mechanic  of  a  high  order,  and  in  all  his  [business  transactions  bore  a 
character  as  bright  as  the  noon-day  sun.  *  *  “  He  served 

God— he  loved  his  country — he  loved  his  fellow  men.” 

Brother  Ellis  was  buried  on  Thursday  afternoon,  the  19th  of 
March,  1860,  with  Masonic  honors.  The  annual  report  contains  a 
memorial  page  dedicated  to  his  memory. 

A  Special  Communication  was  also  held  on  the  20th  of  May,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of 'the  “Masonic  Temple”  to  be 
erected  at  the  corner  of  9th  and  E  Streets,  Washington  City.  The 
stone  was  laid  in  due  form  ;  after  which  Brother  H.  P.  H.  Bromwell, 
P.  G.  Master  of  Illinois,  delivered  an  address.  As  it  does  not  appear  in 
the  proceedings  we  cannot  remark  upon  it,  but  from  the  report  of  G. 
S.  Larner,  we  learn  that  it  “  was  very  able  and  instructive.” 

The  Annual  Communication  was  held  at  “  The  Central  Masonic 
Hall”  on  November  the  3d. 
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M.  IV.  Grand  Master  B.  B.  French  delivered  the  opening  address. 
It  was  very  brief  and  related  principally  to  the  business  of  that  juris¬ 
diction.  He  stated  he  had  made  numerous  decisions ;  that  numerous 
questions  had  been  asked  him  and  answers  given  thereto,  “  which  are 
not  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  placed  on  record  that 
the  annual  visitations  had  been  made  to  each  of  the  subordinate 
Lodges  in  his  jurisdiction,  at  which  he  was  present,  accompanied  by 
all  the  Grand  Lodge  officers.  He  also  stated  that  the  financial  condi- 
tion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  of  each  subordinate  Lodge  was 
prosperous. 

Brother  D.  B.  Seaele,  Grand  Master  and  Lecturer,  reports  that 
soon  after  his  installation  in  office  he  organized  two  Lodges  of  instruc¬ 
tion,  one  of  which  met  twice  a  month,  the  other  once,  and  that  the}' 
continued  to  be  well  attended  until  the  summer  season,  when  they 
were  discontinued.  The  result  of  them  is  that  at  this  time,  there  is 
great  perfection  of  the  Masters  in  the  ritual,  and  a  greater  uniformity, 
in  the  work  than  ever  before  existed. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Grand  Orient  of  Peru,  request¬ 
ing  aid  for  the  sufferers  by  earthquakes  within  that  jurisdiction, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence.  That 
committee  afterwards  reported  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  this  Grand  Lodge  has  learned  with  regret  of  the  terrible 
disaster  that  has  occurred  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Republic  of 
Peru,  resulting  in  the  ruin  of  cities,  towns,  and  settlements,  great  loss 
of  life,  and  destruction  of  private  property,  with  the  consequent 
misery  and  destitution  of  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  ;  therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  the  R.  IV.  G.  Secretary  be  directed  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  subordinate  Lodges  of  this  jurisdiction,  with  a  request 
that  they  make  such  appropriations  out  of  their  Lodge  funds  as  they 
may  deem  proper  ;  the  amount  to  be  forwarded  by  the  R.  IV.  G. 
Secretary  to  the  Most  Serene  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Peru,  to  aid  in  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate  sufferers.” 

Upon  the  report  of  the  same  ’committee  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Brunswick  was  recognized  as  a  Lawful  Grand  Body,  and  fraternal  cor¬ 
respondence  requested. 

At  an  Installation  Communication  held  at  Central  Hall,  December 
28th,  Brother  P.  D.  G.  Master,  R.  B.  Donaldson,  who  at  a  previous 
communication  had  been  elected  Grand  Master,  was  duly  installed. 
His  address  on  the  occasion  was  very  appropriate.  From  it  we  make 
the  following  extract ; 


100 


44  Whilst  the  institution  of  Masonry  ministers  largely  to  the  temporal 
and  physical  wants  of  the  community,  and  is  always  willing  and 
prompt  to  extend  the  hand  of  relief  and  charity  to  those  whose  neces¬ 
sities  call  for  it,  its  great  end  and  aim  is  to  make  men  better,  more  use¬ 
ful  to  their  fellow  men,  and  thereby  more  receptive  of  that  higher  and 
purer  happiness  which  comes  from  doing  good  ;  to  awaken  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  come  within  its  border  a  clearer  conception  of  the 
duties  which  each  owes  to  God,  his  neighbor,  and  himself,  and  to 
hasten  the  time  when  the  great  mass  of  men  upon  earth  will  live  in 
conformity  with  the  Great  Light,  loving  their  neighbor  as  them¬ 
selves,  and  4  doing  unto  others  as  they  would  that  others  should  do 
unto  them.  ’  For  this  purpose,  we,  in  our  Lodges,  illustrate  the  beauty 
of  harmony  and  brotherly  love,  and  inculcate  all  the  moral  virtues 
by  lessons  from  the  great  source  of  moral  and  spiritual  truth — the 
revealed  word  of  God.  We  may,  therefore,  with  propriety,  claim  that 
Masonry  is  a  hand-maid  to  religion,  and  that  it  is  a  valuable  adjunct 
to  the  church ,  in  the  dissemination  of  the  truth  necessary  as  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  that  spiritual  building  which,  when  erected  in  the  heart  of 
man,  becomes  eternal  in  the  heavens.  We  claim  that  Masonry 
possesses  a  beautiful  system,  by  means  of  which  these  truths  are  incul 
cated  and  illustrated.  We  claim  that  she  is  able  to  present  to  those 
who  partake  of  her  mysteries,  powerful  inducements  to  rise  higher 
anel  still  higher,  as  moral  and  spiritual  beings,  and  to  bring  forth 
more  fully  and  freely,  in  the  acts  of  their  daily  lives,  the  principles  of 
good  taught  within  her  temples.” 

At  the  meetings  of  the  Lodge  he  thinks  44  much  might  be  done  by 
Masters,  in  making  the  proceedings  more  pleasant  and  instructive  by 
short  addresses  upon  Masonic  subjects,  delivered  in  person  or  by 
proxy,  thus  dispensing  Masonic  light  in  addition  to  that  furnished  by 
the  ritual,  in  a  less  formal  and  perhaps  more  instructive  manner.” 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  through  Brother  M.  C. 
Baxter,  submitted  their  report  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman, 
who,  in  consequence  of  other  pressing  engagements  could  not  attend 
to  any  part  of  its  duties,  but  transmitted  a  voluminous  mass  of 
printed  and  written  matter  to  him,  with  a  request  that  he  would  pre¬ 
pare  the  report.  In  the  short  period  of  time  remaining  for  him  to  do 
it,  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirteen  Grand  Lodges,  that  of 
Pennsylvania  amongst  the  number.  He  concludes  with  the  following- 
appropriate  remarks :  44  In  looking  over  the  reports  upon  our  table,  we 
find  some  severe  criticisms  upon  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  in 
regard  to  the  initiation  of  citizens  of  other  jurisdictions.  We  respect¬ 
fully  submit,  that  in  our  opinion  the  practice  is  wrong,  unjust  to  our 
sister  Grand  Lodges,  and  can  work  no  good  to  us.  We  therefore 
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recommend  that  our  brethren  of  this  Grand  Lodge  take  lie  matter 
into  consideration,  with  a  view  to  such  an  amendment  of  our  by-law  as 
may  set  us  right  in  this  particular.” 


16 

225 

244 

289 


Number  of  Lodges 
Number  Entered, 


Passed, 

Raised, 


Whole  number  of  Masons, . 2,920 


ENGLAND. 


We  have  received  the  Proceedings  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ancient  Eree  and  Accepted  Masons  of  England. 

1.  A  Quarterly  Communication,  liolden  at  Freemasons’  Hall, 
London,  on  Wednesday,  the  3d  day  of  March,  1869.  Present,  The 
Right  Honorable  The  Earl  of  Zetland,  K.  T.  M.W.  Grand  Master,  on 
the  Throne ;  the  Right  Honorable  The  Earl  De  Grey,  and  Ripoy, 
Deputy  Grand  Master ;  the  Right  Honorable  Earl  Y aye,  S.  G.  Warden  ; 
R.  W.  Frederick  Pattisoy,  as  S.  G.  Warden,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Right  Honorable  Thomas  Duydas,  Earl  of  Zetland,  was 
unanimously  chosen  Grand  Master  for  the  twenty-sixth  time.  He 
said,  in  acknowledging  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  that  he  had 
occupied  the  position  of  Grand  Master  for  a  longer  period  than  any 
brother,  excepting  the  Duke  of  Sussex. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Building  Committee  appears  the  following  : 

“  The  Committee  think  it  right  to  refer  to  a  misapprehension  which 
appears  to  be  very  general,  not  only  amongst  the  public,  but  amongst 
the  Craft  in  the  Provinces  and  Colonies,  with  reference  to  the  use  of 
u  Freemasons’  Hall.”  This  misapprehension  has  arisen  from  the  fact 
that  advertisements  and  placards  are  continually  appearing,  which 
state  that  certain  meetings,  dinners,  etc.,  unconnected  with  Free 
Masonry,  will  take  place  at  “Freemasons’  Hall.”  The  Committee 
beg  it  to  be  understood  that  no  such  meetings  ever  take  place  in 
u  Freemasons’  Hall,”  which,  with  all  its  Lodge  rooms,  offices,  etc.,  is 
devoted  entirely  to  Masonic  purposes.  The  meetings  in  question  take 
place  at  the  tavern  adjoining,  which,  although  it  is  the  property  of 
the  Society,  is  entirely  separate  from  Freemasons’  Hall,  and  is  let  on 
lease  to  a  company,  who  are  bound  by  the  tenure  of  their  lease  to 
adopt  some  name  for  their  tavern  which  shall  be  unconnected  with 
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Free  Masonry,  one  of  the  great  objects  in  building  a  new  Hall,  being 
to  provide  a  proper  and  dignified  home  for  English  Free  Masonr}g 
which  should  be  entirely  unconnected  with  tavern  or  tavern 
influences.” 

2.  An  Especial  Grand  Lodge,  holden  at  Freemasons’  Hall,  London, 
on  Wednesday,  the  14th  day  of  April,  1869,  for  the  Inauguration  of  the 
Hew  Masonic  Buildings  in  Great  Queen  Street.  Present,  The  Right 
Honorable  The  Earl  of  Zetland,  K.  T.,  M.  IV.  Grand  Master,  on  the 
Throne. 

The  M.  IV.  Grand  Master  announced  that  the  Right  Honorable 
The  Earl  of  Dalhousic,  K.  T.,  G.  C.  B.,  M.  IV.  G.  M.  M.  of  Scotland, 
had  arrived  for  the  purpose  of  attending  this  meeting.  Upon  the 
return  of  the  deputation,  the  brethren  rose  and  received  his  Lordship 
with  loud  demonstrations  of  applause,  while  being  conducted  to  the 
chair  reserved  for  him  immediately  on  the  left  of  the  M.  IV.  Grand 
Master,  and  was  then  saluted  as  Grand  Master  Mason  of  Scotland, 
with  due  honors,  in  ancient  form.  The  M.  IV.  Grand  Master  of 
Scotland,  with  great  feeling,  briefly  thanked  the  Brethren  for  the  very 
cordial  and  fraternal  reception  accorded  to  him. 

The  ceremony  was  opened  with  prayer. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  said:  “That  so  impor¬ 
tant  a  body  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  should  have  a  fitting- 
home  for  its  members,  had  long  been  an  ardent  desire  of  the  brethren, 
and  when  a  committee  was  at  last  formed  to  deal  with  the  subject, 
they  found  their  task  one  of  extreme  difficulty,  fora  Grand  Lodge,  like 
other  great  bodies,  was  not  disposed  to  move  very  rapidly.  The 
subject  was  first  mooted  about  ten  years  back,  but  it  was  not  until 
December,  1862,  that  the  Building  Committee  was  founded,  and  in 
1867  the  work  was  practically  completed.  * 

“He  had  now  seen  carried  out  the  dearest  Masonic  wish  of  his 
heart,  in  the  separation  of  the  tavern  from  the  Masonic  portion  of 
the  buildings.  They  now  possessed  a  fitting  Temple  for  the  practice 
of  their  art,  and  he  hoped  it  would  long  flourish  and  prosper.  ” 

An  anthem  was  then  sung  : — “I  have  surely  built  Thee  an  house.” 

The  M.  IV.  Grand  Master  having  descended  from  his  Throne,  a 
procession  was  formed,  His  Lordship  then  proceeded  with  the  formal 
ceremony  of  the  Act  of  Dedication,  and  having  resumed  his  seat, 
declared  the  building  dedicated  to  pure  Ancient  Masonry,  and  the 
Grand  Director  of  Ceremonies  proclaimed  it  accordingly.  The  Rev. 
Robert  J.  Simpson,  Grand  Chaplain,  then  delivered  an  oration. 
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An  anthem  was  sung,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  closed  in  ample  form  with 
solemn  prayer.  The  Grand  Lodge  procession  was  re-formed,  and  His 
Lordship,  accompanied  by  the  distinguished  visitors,  proceeded  into 
the  Banqueting  Hall. 

3.  The  Annual  Grand  Festival,  liolden  at  Feemasons’  Hall,  London, 
on  Wednesday,  the  28tli  day  of  April,  1869.  Present,  The  Bight 
Honorable  The  Earl  of  Zetland,  K.  T.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  on  the 

*  Throne.  The  Bight  Honorable  The  Earl  De  Grey  and  Bipox. 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  &c.,  &c.  The  Grand  Master  was  proclaimed 
and  saluted  according  to  ancient  form,  and  nominated  and  appointed 
the  Grand  Officers  for  the  year,  who  were  invested  and  proclaimed 
accordingly.  The  Grand  Lodge  having  been  closed  in  ample  form, 
the  brethren  moved  in  procession  to  the  Banqueting  Boom,  and 
partook  of  an  elegant  entertainment  provided  by  the  Grand  Stewards. 

4.  A  Quarterfy  Communication,  holden  at  Fremasons’  Hall, 
London,  on  Wednesday,  the  2d  day  of  June,  1869.  Present,  The 
Bight  Honorable  The  Earl  of  Zetland,  Iv.  T.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master, 
on  the  Throne. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  stated  that  he  had  a  communication  to 
make,  which  he  was  sure  would  be  gratifying  to  the  English  Craft, 
viz.,  that  H.  B.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  had  joined  the  Fraternity, 
having  been  initiated  by  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  Sweden.  He  had 
had  more  than  one  interview  with  His  Boyal  Highness  lately,  and  he 
was  authorized  to  say  that  it  was  the  Prince’s  anxious  wish  to  have 
been  present  at  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  he  was  much  disappointed  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  should  be  held  on  the  same  day  as  that  fixed  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Queen's  birth-day,  which  prevented  his  indulging  it, 
as  he  would  have  to  attend  one  of  the  official  parties  given  on  the 
occasion,  in  honor  of  the  Sovereign. 

He  was  also  authorized  to  state  publicly,  that  which  His  Boj'al  High¬ 
ness  had  communicated  to  him  in  private,  that  the  Prince  wished  to 
join  one  or  more  English  Lodges.  He  need  not  say  more  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  than  to  express  the  high  gratification  he  felt,  that  a  prince  of  the 
blood  royal,  and  more  especially  the  heir  to  the  throne,  should  have 
joined  Masonry,  and  have  expressed  so  strong  an  interest  in  its  honor 
and  welfare.  The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  then  gave  notice,  that  it  was 
his  intention  at  next  Grand  Lodge,  in  conformhy  with  ancient  usage, 
to  propose  that  the  rank  of  a  Past  Grand  Master  be  conferred  on  H. 
B.  H.  the  Prince  of  W ales.  He  believed  that  there  were  numerous 
precedents,  that  whenever  the  fact  of  a  prince  of  the  blood  royal 
having  joined  Masonry  was  known  and  recognized,  the  rank  of  a 
Past  Grand  Master  had  been  conferred  upon  him. 
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From  a  report  of  tlie  Board  of  General  Purposes,  it  appears  that  a 
Lodge  u  Had  neglected  to  make  the  proper  return  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  Grand  Lodge  dues  up  to  the  time  of 
death,  in  respect  to  a  member  of  the  Lodge  who  had  died  ;  that  the 
present,  and  a  former  instance  of  similar  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
Lodge,  in  respect  to  another  deceased  member,  had  in  each  instance 
been  brought  to  light  only  by  the  circumstance  of  the  child  of  the 
deceased  seeking  admission  into  one  of  the  Masonic  charities,  when 
it  appeared  to  be  disqualified  by  reason  of  Grand  Lodge  dues  not 
having  been  paid  by  the  father  for  the  period  required  by  the  law.” 

On  the  first  occasion,  the  Lodge  had  been  permitted  to  pay  up  the 
arrears.  This  being  a  second  offence,  the  Board  fined  the  Lodge  the 
sum  of  three  guineas,  and  retained  the  warrant  and  books  until 
payment. 

6.  An  Especial  Grand  Lodge,  holden  at  Freemasons’  Hall,  London, 
on  Wednesday,  the  28th  day  of  July,  1869.  Present,  The  Right 
Honorable,  The  Earl  De  Grey  and  Ripon,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  as 
Grand  Master  ;  The  Right  Honorable,  The  Earl  of  Limerick,  Provin¬ 
cial  Grand  Master  for  Bristol,  as  Deputy  Grand  Master ;  R.  W.  Henry 
Curray,  District  Grand  Master  for  China,  as  S.  G.  Warden;  R.  W. 
John  G.  Dodson,  M.  P.  S.  G.  Warden. 

This  was  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Emergency,  the  following  business 
only  to  be  taken  up  : 

1.  Appeal  of  Brother  Jose  Felix  Gonzales,  against  his  continued 
suspension  by  the  District  Grand  Master  for  Trinidad. 

2.  Appeal  of  Brother  Antonio  G.  Inlia,  against  his  supposed 
suspension  by  the  District  Grand  Master  for  Trinidad. 

3.  Appeal  of  Brother  John  Strach an  Pattison,  against  a  vote 
of  censure,  and  Brother  James  Alexander  Brown,  against  a  vote 
of  suspension  for  twelve  months,  passed  upon  them  by  the  St.  George’s 
Lodge,  No.  440,  Montreal. 

These  several  appeals  were  considered,  and  as  is  usual  in  the  reports 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  all  that  the  brethren  say  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  is  given  as  in  legislative  debates.  In  all  of  the  above-named 
cases  the  appellants  were  restored  to  Masonic  privileges — in  the  cases 
of  the  last  two,  the  Grand  Lodge  directed  that  the  sentences  of  sus¬ 
pension  and  censure  be  erased  from  the  Minute  Book  of  the  Lodge. 

7.  A  Quarterly  Communication,  holden  at  Freemasons’  Hall,  Lon¬ 
don,  the  1st  day  of  September,  1869.  R.  W.  Robert  J.  Bagshaw, 
Provincial  Grand  Master  for  Essex,  as  Grand  Master.  He  stated  ; 


105  — 


1,4  It  would  be  remembered,  that  at  the  last  Quarterly  Communica¬ 
tion,  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  gave  notice  that  it  was  his 
intention,  at  next  Grand  Lodge,  in  conformity  with  ancient  usage,  to 
propose  that  the  rank  of  a  Past  Grand  Master  be  conferred  on  H.  R.  li¬ 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  It  was  to  the  advantage  of  the  Craft,  that  the 
predecessors  of  the  present  Prince  of  Wales  had  been  received  into 
Masonry,  and  they  were  placed  in  the  order  of  distinction,  which  it 
was  now  proposed  to  confer  on  His  Roj’al  Highness.  As  a  private 
individual,  he  felt  gratified  that  the  Craft  was  again  to  be  supported 
by  the  reigning  house.  He  would  not  offer  any  further  observations*, 
but  confine  himself  to  proposing  the  motion  placed  in  his  hands  by  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  :—That  the  rank  of  a  Past  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  he  conferred  on  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Wales.” 

A  rather  spicy  debate  arose,  which  is  reported  in  full,  on  this  motion, 
Brother  Matthew  Cooke  said  :  u  The  brethren  have  been  anxious 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  should  come  amongst  them,  and  now  the 
Grand  Master  proposes  to  gird  him  with  a  Past  Grand  Master's 
apron,  ticket  and  docket  him,  and  in  that  manner  put  him  out  of  the 
way.”  He  proposed,  “  that  the  Grand  Lodge  begs  to  offer  His  Royal 
Highness  the  highest  rank  that  it  can,  by  asking  him  to  accept  the 
office  of  Grand  Patron  of  the  Freemasons  of  England.” 

The  amendment  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion  put  and  carried, 
with  only  one  or  two  dissentients. 

On  motion  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hova  Scotia,  after  some  debate,  was 
by  a  unanimous  resolution  recognized. 

FLORIDA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida  convened  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  in  the 
city  of  Tallahassee,  on  Monday,  the  13th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1868, 
the  day  appointed  by  the  constitution  for  the  Grand  Annual  Com¬ 
munication.  S.  G.  W.  Edward  Bradford,  Jr. ,  as  Grand  Master. 

M.W.  Henry  J.  Steward,  Grand  Master,  being  present,  delivered 
the  Annual  Address.  “He  congratulated  the  brethren  upon  the 
privilege  they  enjoyed  at  the  close  of  another  Masonic  year,  of 
assembling  around  the  sacred  altar  of  Masonry,  blessed  with  health, 
with  peace,  and  as  a  people,  with  prosperity,  and  as  Masons  with  a 
spirit  of  love  for  each  other,  devotion  to  the  cause,  good  will  and 
charity  towards  all  mankind ;  that  love,  devotion,  good  will  and 
charity  which  should  ever  characterize  members  of  our  cherished 
Order.” 
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We  give  another  extract  from  Ms  address: 

“We  have  passed  through  a  severe  and  trying  ordeal.  The  din  of 
musketry  is  no  longer  heard  on  the  tented  field,  the  clash  of  arms  has 
ceased,  and  although  there  may  still  be  strife  in  the  political  arena, 
yet  our  Northern  brethren  have  reached  forth  their  hands  for  fraternal 
fellowship,  saying,  ‘Peace  be  unto  you!’  Not  doubting,  as  Thomas 
did  the  Saviour,  we  eagerly  grasped  those  hands  thus  extended,  and 
bid  them  welcome  unto  our  holy  temples  and  around  our  sacred  altars. 
Thus  has  the  wound  been  healed,  the  widow’s  heart  made  to  rejoice, 
and  the  orphan’s  tear  wiped  away.  How  pleasing,  then,  and  delight¬ 
ful  the  thought  to  him  who  can  claim  to  belong  to  an  Order  fraught 
with  so  much  influence,  and  so  wonderful  in  its  character.’ 1 


DEATHS. 


Past  Grand  Master  Thomas  Brown  died  at  Tallahassee  on  the 
24th  day  of  August,  1867,  in  his  eighty-third  year.  He  was  born  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Virginia,  on  the  25th  of  October,  1785.  His 
father  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  first  militia  company,  commanded  by 
George  Washington.  Thomas,  himself,  was  an  Aid-de-Camp  to 
General  John  P.  JIungerford,  who  commanded  the  Virginia  quota 
of  militia  mustered  into  service  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  1817  Thomas 
Brown  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  and  re¬ 
elected  for  two  successive  terms.  He  removed  from  Virginia  to  Leon 
County,  Florida,  in  1827,  and  was  afterwards  a  member  and  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  territorial  government  of  Florida. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  which  organized  the  State  govern¬ 
ment.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  first  legislature  that  was  elected 
under  the  constitution,  and  was,  in  1849,  elected  Governor,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  for  four  years.  His  Masonic  history  is  not  less 
distinguished  than  his  civil.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Hiram 
Lodge,  No.  59,  in  November,  1806.  When,  in  1825,  the  Marquis 
LaFayette  visited  the  Lodge  in  which  Washington  was  made  a 
Mason,  (Frederick  Lodge,  No.  4,)  he  was  present.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Convention  which  assembled  at  Tallahassee 
in  1830,  and  organized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida,  and  was  the  first 
Junior  Deacon  thereof.  He  served  for  eight  years  as  Grand  Secretary; 
and  in  1849  was  chosen  Grand  Master.  He  was  for  seven  years  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence.  Brother  Brown 
was  an  upright  politician,  a  faithful  Mason,  and  a  godly  man.  A 
memorial  page  dedicated  to  his  memory  bearing  the  inscription  “  His 
Trust  was  in  God”  adorns  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  the  year  1868. 
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The  Grand  Master  also  mentions  the  demise  of  Bro.  H.  C.  Barrett, 
P.  D.  G.  M.  Brother  Barrett  had  most  acceptably  filled  the  posi¬ 
tions  of  Grand  Lecturer,  S.  G.  Warden  and  D.  G.  Master.  He  was 
always  active  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  ever  ready  to 
impart  information,  and  advice  to  his  less  informed  brethren. 

During  the  same  year  the  brethren  of  Florida  have  lost  another 
distinguished  brother  in  the  death  of  the  Hon.  J.  Wales  Baker, 
long  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Middle  District  of  Florida,  and 
distinguished  for  his  legal  learning  and  great  ability  as  a  judge.  He 
was  a  member  of  Jackson  Lodge,  Ho.  1,  and  although  he  held  no 
office  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  was  the  Kesident  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida  for  many 
years,  and  as  such  occupied  a  seat  in  that  Grand  Body.  He  died  at 
Tallahassee  on  the  3d  of  July,  1868. 


GRAND  MASTER. 

Brother  Dr.  W.  M.  C.  Hawkins,  who  had  been  previously  elected 
M.  W.  G.  Master,  was  duly  installed  into  office  by  M.  W.  G.  Master 
Steward. 


CONSTITUTION. 

The  Grand  Lodge  having  adopted  a  new  constitution  which  is 
printed  with  their  proceedings,  we  give  the  Second  Section  of  the  First 
Article  as  containing  good  Masonic  law,  and  sustaining  the  view 
taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  position  of  each 
Grand  Lodge. 

“The  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida  extends  over  all 
the  recorded  Lodges  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  within  the  political 
boundaries  of  the  State,  and  within  which  it  is  the  supreme  Masonic 
head  and  authority.  Its  jurisdiction  also  extends  to  any  State, 
Province,  or  Territory  in  which  no  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  exists,  in  which  it  may  charter  particular  Lodges  : 
Provided ,  That  its  jurisdiction  and  authorit}^  over  Lodges  so  chartered 
ceases,  as  soon  as  a  Grand  Lodge  is  legally  constituted  in  such  State, 
Province  or  Territory.” 

They  also  adopted  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  permanent  rules, 
resolutions  and  regulations,  which  compose  a  body  of  Masonic  law 
for  that  jurisdiction  which  appears  to  cover  any  case  of  an  ordinary 
character,  although  some  may  arise  that  they  do  not  apply  to. 

Humber  of  Lodges,  44  ;  Humber  of  Members  last  year,  1751 ;  Present 
Memborship,  1783. 
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FEANCE. 

We  have  received  the  following  numbers  of  the  u  Bulletin  Du 
Grand  Orient  De  France ,”  to  wit :  September,  1868 ;  January, 
February,  June  and  July,  1869. 

As  we  have  copied  largely  from  them  in  our  review  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  we  will  not  further  refer  to  their 
contents. 

GEOEGIA, 

The  Annual  Communication,  for  the  year  5868,  convened  in  the 
Masonic  Hall,  of  the  city  of  Macon,  on  the  27th  of  October.  Present, 
M.  W.  John  Harris,  Grand  Master. 

After  alluding  to  matters  of  interest  to  the  Masons  of  that  j  urisdic- 
tion,  the  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  says  : 

“My  experience,  acting  as  your  Grand  Master  for  several  years, 
has  enabled  me  to  form  some  estimate  of  the  amount  of  labor  required 
of  your  Grand  Officers  in  their  correspondence  with  the  officers  of  the 
subordinate  Lodges  and  other  brethren,  in  furnishing  to  them  the  in¬ 
formation  sought  on  the  various  questions  which  arise  in  the  Lodges. 
This  labor,  I  am  gratified  to  find,  has  been  greatly  diminished  by  the 
publication  of  the  Edicts  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  together 
with  the  Grand  Constitution,  Rules  of  Order,  Old  Constitution  and 
Regulations,  Forms  of  Trial,  &c.  With  this  work  in  the  hands  of  the 
officers  of  the  subordinate  Lodges,  they  are  readily  prepared  to  decide 
intelligently  almost  every  question  that  may  arise  in  their  Lodges.” 

In  his  exordium  he  says:  “Forty  years  ago  I  first  knelt  at  our 
sacred  altar  and  received  the  first  light  in  Masonry.  Being  deeply 
impressed  with  the  sublime  principles  of  the  Order,  and  its  excellent 
teachings,  it  has  been  my  desire  through  life  to  be  guided  by  its  land¬ 
marks,  and  with  zealous  efforts  to  cultivate  and  practice  those  virtues 
which  preserve  and  adorn  the  Masonic  character.  If  I  have  com¬ 
mitted  errors,  they  were  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart,  and  I  ask 
that  you  cover  them  with  the  broad  mantle  of  Masonic  charity,  recol¬ 
lecting  that  it  is  human  to  err,  but  Divine  to  forgive.” 

The  Committee  on  Communications  reported  the  following  among 
others : 

1st.  A  paper  which  purports  to  be  a  Communication  from  three 
persons  of  the  colored  race,  who  designate  themselves  as  a  committee 
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of  Eureka  Lodge,  Ko.  11, 'in  the  city  of  Savannah,  working  under  what 
they  term  a  charter  from  the  “  Prince  Hall  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,”  commonly  called  the  African  Grand  Lodge.  The 
object  of  said  communication,  as  well  as  can  be  gathered  from  the 
document  itself,  is  to  learn  the  feelings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  towards 
themselves  and  their  so-called  Lodge,  and  to  ask  our  counsel  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  organization  of  a  colored  Grand  Lodge  in  this  State. 

“Your  committee  would  prefer  to  treat  this  Communication  with  a 
dignified  silence,  but  as  it  has  been  referred  to  them,  they  have  felt  it 
a  duty  to  give  it  a  passing  notice  by  informing  these  persons  that  Ave 
cannot  now,  or  ever  hereafter,  acknowledge  them  to  be  A.  Y.  Masons, 
or  hold  any  Masonic  intercourse  whatever  with  them.  We  knoAV  of 
no  such  Lodge  as  the  ‘Prince  Hall  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.’ 
We  are  in  fraternal  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  know  nor  recognize  any  other  Grand  Lodge  in  that 
State,  and  that  grand  body,  we  are  confident,  would  not  trespass  upon 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  by  granting  a  charter  to  any  body 
of  men,  white  or  black,  within  our  bounds.  Without  referring,  in 
any  manner,  to  what  is  likely,  at  no  distant  day,  to  be  a  ATexed  ques¬ 
tion  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  throughout  the  United  States,  viz  : 
2^egro  Masonry,  we  close  the  subject  by  quoting  Section  3d  of  Article 
I.  of  our  Grand  Constitution,  which  is  in  these  words  :  ‘  Yo  Lodge 

can  exist,  or  exercise  any  Masonic  privilege  or  duty  in  this  State  with¬ 
out  the  sanction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  either  by  warrant  or  dispensa¬ 
tion,  duly  granted  for  that  purpose.  And  all  convocations  or  assem¬ 
blies  of  persons,  calling  themselves  Lodges  of  Free  Masons,  and 
assuming  to  exercise  the  duties,  or  perform  the  ceremonies  of  Free 
Masonry  in  this  State,  of  either  or  all  of  the  three  Symbolic  Degrees, 
without  the  sanction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  first  had  and  obtained,  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  spurious  and  clandestine,  and  of  no  Masonic 
authority  whatever.’” 

They  also  recommend  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  YeAV 
Brunswick. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Jurisprudence  contains  the  folloAv- 
ing  among  other  things  : 

“  The  Worshipful  Master  of  Morven  Lodge,  Ko.  254,  Brother  Johx 
G.  Polhill,  reports:  That  on  two  applications  ‘for  permission  to 
dissolve  all  connection  with  the  institution  of  Masonry,’  he  had  ruled 
‘that  a  Lodge  had  no  poAver  to  grant  such  a  request,’  and  ‘that  a 
Mason  can  only  lea\Te  a  Lodge  by  dimit,  death,  or  expulsion,’  but 
not  being  able  to  find  any  law  on  the  subject,  desires  the  opinion  of 
the  committee.” 


—  110 


We  endorse  the  ruling  of  the  Worshipful  Brother,  that  it  is  out  of  the 
power  of  a  Lodge  to  dissolve  a  Mason  from  all  connection  with  the 
institution  of  Masonry.  A  brother  may  voluntarily  withdraw  from 
all  active  co-operation  with  Masonry,  but  the  obligations  voluntarily 
assumed,  and  which  rest  on  him,  cannot  be  dissolved  save  by  death, 
or  expulsion  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  by  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Even  this  last  does  not  release  him  from  every  part  of 
his  obligation,  and  cannot,  as  one  part  is  between  liis  own  conscience 
and  his  God.  The  only  regular  mode  of  withdrawing  from  a  Lodge 
is  by  dimit.  * 

NOTE  BY  THE  GRAND  SECRETARY. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Communication  there  were  266  chartered 
Lodges,  and  with  the  exception  of  three,  all  at  labor. 

The  list  of  members  of  Lodges  who  have  made  returns  appears  to 
be  15,555 — there  are  probably  about  500  names  not  returned.  Initia¬ 
tions,  894  ;  Passings,  806  ;  Raisings,  853  ;  Admissions,  717. 


IDAHO. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho  held  its  first  Annual  Communication  at 
the  Masonic  Hall,  in  Idaho  City,  on  Monday,  the  22d  day  of  June, 
1868,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  R.  W.  George  W.  Paul,  H.  G.  Master  in 
the  absence  of  G.  M.  Coe. 

At  the  afternoon  session  G.  M.  Coe  delivered  the  annual  address. 
After  returning  thanks  to  a  kind  Providence  for  the  blessings  of  the 
past  year,  and  invoking  like  blessings  for  the  future,  he  proceeded  to 
state  in  detail  the  official  acts  performed  ;  and  those  which  he  had  been 
prevented  from  performing.  He  regrets  that  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
Were  so  financially  deficient  that  he  could  not  incur  the  expense  of 
employing  Brother  A.  E.  Rodgers,  Grand  Lecturer  of  Oregon,  to 
visit  their  Lodges  and  exemplify  their  work.  He  stated  that  the  pro¬ 
per  method  of  proceeding  in  Masonic  trials  had  been  brought  before 
him,  and  that  until  a  proper  code  was  adopted  he  would  be  governed 
by  the  form  prescribed  in  Brother  Mackey’s  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

At  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  a  very  neat,  concise  and  perfect 
code  of  procedure  in  cases  of  Masonic  trials,  which  was  adopted  and 
ordered  to  be  used  in  such  cases. 

A  resolution  was  offered  and  adopted,  requiring  all  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Masters  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  have  a  life-size  photograph  taken  of 
themselves  as  soon  as  practicable  after  their  installation,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  for  their  use. 
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COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Brother  J.  W.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspond¬ 
ence,  reported  “that  owing  to  the  short  time  which  had  elapsed 
since  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  committee  would  be 
unable  to  present  a  report  at  this  communication.” 

Number  of  Lodges  up  to  June  23d,  1868,  .  *  .  .  5 

Initiated,  . 54 

Passed,  58 

Rejected,  66 

Number  of  Masons  up  to  June  23d,  1868,  .  .  .  195 

From  the  large  number  rejected  we  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Subor¬ 
dinate  Lodges  are  beginning  in  the  right  way  and  consider  respect¬ 
ability  of  character  of  greater  importance  than  numerical  strength. 
Some  of  the  Lodges  in  the  old  States  might  in  this  respect  follow  the 
example  of  their  youngest  sister  with  great  advantage. 


ILLINOIS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Illinois 
met  in  Annual  Grand  Lodge  Communication  in  the  city  of  Springfield , 
on  the  6th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1868. 

Present,  M.  W.  Jerome  R.  Gorin,  Grand  Master,  and  the  rest  of 
the  Grand  Officers. 

The  Grand  Master,  after  a  beautiful  exordium,  informed  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  dispensations  issued  to  form  new  Lodges,  some  thirty- 
six  ;  and  that  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  he 
divided  the  State  into  twelve  districts,  and  appointed  a  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  in  each.  “In  a  jurisdiction  as  large  as  this,  with 
nearly  six  hundred  Lodges,  and  over  twenty-five  thousand  Masons, 
and  the  number  increasing  every  year,  some  system  must  be  adopted 
to  relieve  the  Grand  Master  of  the  great  burden  imposed  upon  him  ; 
and  I  know  of  no  plan  that  will  accomplish  this  better  than  that  of 
appointing  District  Deputies.  The  correspondence  alone  of  the  Grand 
Master,  nearly  equals  that  of  the  Governor  of  the  State.”  He  then 
recommends  that  the  districting  of  the  State  and  the  appointment  of 
Deputies  be  made  a  permanent  part  of  “our  organization.”  It  also 
appears  from  the  address  that  in  this  immense  jurisdiction  they  have 
been  without  a  Grand  Lodge  hall.  The  Grand  Master  says:  “The 
-  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  others  long 
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enough,  and  have  been  compelled  to  meet  in  places  wholly  unsuited 
for  a  Lodge  meeting,  where  the  Grand  Lodge  could  not  be  opened  in 
due  form,  nor  order  preserved  when  it  was  opened.  Brethren,  it  is  high 
time  we  had  a  hall  of  our  own — one  worthy  of  the  Craft  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction.” 

Among  the  resolutions  adopted  are  the  following  : 

* 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  hereby  recognizes  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  ISTova  Scotia,  and  extends  to  her  the  fraternal  grasp 
of  friendship. 

“Resolved,  That  Bro.  John  Schofield  be  and  is  hereby  appointed 
the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  near  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  the  proper  commission  be  issued.” 

It  appears  that  the  representation  in  the  Grand  Lodges  of  this  State 
is  “unwieldy.”  The  delegation,  “if  fully  represented,  would  reach 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  eighteen  hundred  brothers — a  number  so  great  that 
no  hall  in  the  State  would  comfortably  seat  them.”  A  resolution  was 
adopted  appointing  a  committee  of  five  to  devise  a  plan  “whereby 
the  representation  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  from  the  subordinate 
Lodges  be  reduced  to  a  number  convenient ,  and  yet  sufficiently  numer¬ 
ous ,  to  carefully  and  deliberately  discharge  the  duties  pertaining  to 
annual  sessions.” 

The  total  membership  of  the  Illinois  Lodges  amounts  to  30,229 

Initiated, . 3,971 

Grand  Lodge  dues  for  18G8,  $21,292.75. 


INDIANA. 

Tiie  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  held  its  Fifty-second  Annual 
Communication  on  the  25th  day  of  May,  1869. 

Most  Worshipful  Martin  IL  Rice,  Grand  Master,  after  appointing 
the  Standing  Committees  for  the  year,  delivered  the  annual  address. 
It  is  well  prepared,  and  contains  much  local  interest.  The  last  three 
pages  consist  of  an  eloquent  exposition  of  the  objects  and  designs  of 
Masonry.  We  regret  that  on  account  of  its  length  we  cannot  make  it 
a  part  of  this  report.  In  the  former  part  of  his  address  he  feelingly 
mentions  the  decease  of  Brother  R.  W.  Andrew  I.  Holmes,  F.  G. 
Warden,  and  that  of  M.  W.  Brother  Philip  Mason,  P.  G.  M.,  both 
of  whom  died  in  April  last. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  is  very 
brief.  We  give  it  entire  as  it  relates  to  a  subject  of  general  interest 
to  the  Craft. 
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The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  respectfully  reports, 
that  they  have  examined  the  Correspondence  in  the  matter  of  contro¬ 
versy  between  Webb  Lodge,  No.  24,  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and 
Lockport  Lodge,  No.  73,  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  NewTork.  It 
appears  from  the  correspondence  that  on  or  about  the  20tli  of  June, 
1867,  a  Bro.  Master  Mason  by  the  name  of  Andrew  J .  W  ier,  holding 
membership  in  Webb  Lodge,  No.  24,  who  was  traveling  or  visiting 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  was  taken  sick  at  Lockport  and  died. 
Lockport  Lodge,  No.  73,  having  ascertained  that  he  was  a  Master 
Mason  in  good  standing,  took  charge  of  the  remains,  and  buried  them 
with  Masonic  honors,  and  subsequently  sent  a  bill  of  the  funeral  ex¬ 
penses  to  Webb  Lodge,  No.  24,  asking  them  to  reimburse  Lockport 
Lodge.  This,  Webb  Lodge  refused  to  do  by  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Lodge,  at  a  stated  meeting,  and  notified  Lockport  Lodge  of  the  fact. 
The  Secretary  of  Lockport  Lodge  then  addressed  a  letter  to  the  M.T\. 
Grand  Master  of  Indiana,  asking  him  to  interpose  his  authority,  to 
which  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  returned  the  following  answer  : 


October  28th,  1867.— u  We  have  no  special  law  in  our  jurisdiction 
relative  to  burying  the  dead,  except  in  regard  to  non-affiliated  Masons. 
Our  law  is  the  general  universal  law  of  Masonry,  on  that  subject.  I 
will  call  the  attention  of  Webb  Lodge,  No.  24,  to  the  subject,  and 
require  their  attention  to  your  communication.” 

Then  all  correspondence  closed  until  the  15th  of  February,  186fi? 
when  it  was  again  called  up  by  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  New  T  ork, 
in  a  letter  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Indiana,  which,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  regret  to  say,  was  couched  in  language  unguarded  and  tart,  and 
well  calculated  to  irritate  and  excite.  Among  other  remarks  we  find 
the  following :  “I  suppose  the  obligation  of  a  Lodge  to  bury  its  dead 
is  not  transferable  to  others  by  a  mere  passage  of  a  resolution.  W  ords 
and  promises  will  hardly  satisfy  your  Masonic  justice.  They  are  not 
Masonic  coin,  passing  from  hand  to  hand,  with  moral  certainty  that 
the  pledge  shown  on  their  face  will  be  fulfilled.”  Entertaining  as  this 
Grand  Lodge  ever  has,  the  highest  veneration  and  respect  for  all  her 
Sister  Grand  Lodges,  and  their  officers,  yet  we  must  say  that  these 
unprovoked  remarks  were  untimely  and  injudicious,  over  which, 
nevertheless,  we  throw  the  broad  mantle  of  Masonic  charity.  T  iew- 
ing  the  whole  subject  in  the  light  of  Masonic  law  and  precedent,  your 
Committee  has  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions  : 


1st.  That  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry  attach  to  all  Master 
Masons  in  good  standing,  wherever  they  may  travel  or  go,  regardless 
of  the  country  or  clime  from  whence  they  come, 
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2d.  That  among  these  inalienable  rights,  is  that  of  the  honor  of 
Masonic  funeral,  which  he  has  the  privilege  of  choosing  while  alive, 
or  his  next  friend  for  him,  when  he  is  dead. 

\ 

3d.  That  this  claim  is  not  made  upon  a  special  Lodge,  but  upon 
Master  Masons. 

4th.  That  should  he  be  destitute  when  taken  sick  or  stricken  down, 
all  the  expenses  connected  with  his  sickness  and  funeral  should  be 
borne  by  the  Master, Masons  individually,  as  the  Lodge  having  the 
jurisdiction  in  the  premises,  and  that  it  is  not  in  accordance  with 
Masonic  law  or  precedent  to  ask  the  Lodge  of  his  affiliation  to  pay 
the  expenses. 

“  The  Committee  on  Books'1'  presented  a  report  that  they  “have 
examined  with  much  cafe  the  common  law  of  Masonry,  by  Dr. 
Mitchell,  a  work  of  great  merit,  and  worthy  the  patronage  of  the 

Craft. 

* 

“All  intelligent  Masons  will  admit  that  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
United  States  are  at  sea  without  a  common  pilot  to  guide  them  to 
that  haven  sought  by  all,  and  reached  by  none. 

We  have  no  standard  of  ritualistic  or  common  law  principles,  and 
hence  it  is  to  be  expected  that  uniformity  of  action  and  teaching  can 
never  be  reached  by  the  several  Grand  Lodges  until  a  standard  work 
on  common  law  be  recognized  by  the  several  grand  bodies.  *  *  * 

Of  the  merits  of  the  work  before  us,  ‘  The  Common  Law  of  Masonry ,’ 
we  can  safely  say  that  it  is  a  matter  of  astonishment  that  any  one 
mind  should  be  stored  with  such  a  fund  of  Masonic  law,  and  while  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  we  will  all  agree  with  the  author  in  all  his 
teachings,  we  can  truthfully  say  that  we  confidently  expect  that  this 
work  will  be  recognized  by  all  the  Grand  Lodges  as  a  standard  on 
Masonic  Common  Law,  and  from  this  time  will  commence  a  more 
uniform  system  of  legislation  calculated  to  produce  the  happiest 
results  in  the  jurisprudence  of  Grand  Lodges.” 

Thereupon  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

“ Besolvecl ,  That  the  volume  be  recommended  to  the  Craft  in  this 
jurisdiction  as  a  work  pre-eminently  worthy  their  patronage,  and  that 
the  Masters  of  Lodges  especially,  and  the  brethren  generally,  be 
recommended  to  study  it,  that  they  may  become  more  perfect  in 
Masonic  jurisprudence.” 

The  Committee  on  Work  and  Lectures  reported  a  resolution  as 
follows : 
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“ Resolved ,  That  the  authorized  work  of  this  State  is  declared  to  he 
the  4  Webb  Work,'  as  taught  by  Thomas  Smith  Webb  to  John  P. 
Barney,  in  1817,” — which  was  adopted.  This  work  is  the  ritual  and 
ceremonies  adopted  by  the  District  Deputies  in  1860,  and  approved 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1862. 

On  the  subject  of  Unauthorized  Lecturers  the  following  rule  was 
recommended  and  adopted : 

“Subordinate  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  are  strictly  prohibited  from 
receiving  instructions  in  the  esoteric  and  ceremonial  rituals  from 
any  one  not  a  member  of  that  particular  Lodge,  without  express 
permission  and  authority  from  the  Grand  Master,  on  certificate  of 
qualification  from  the  Grand  Lecturer ;  and  any  brother  so  offending 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  Masonic  offence,  and  may  be  reprimanded, 
suspended  or  expelled.” 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  M.W.  Grand 
Master’s  Address  as  relates  to  the  publication  of  the  Masonic  History 
of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Indiana,  reported  that  44  the  publication 
of  the  early  history  of  Masonry  in  that  State  was  commenced  by  P. 
G.  M.  Blair,  in  the  columns  of  the  Indiana  Masonic  Home  Advocate , 
in  December  last  ;  that  after  much  time  and  labor  (as  far,  perhaps, 
as  ever  can  be,)  he  has  secured  and  collected  many  valuable  and 
important  facts  and  biographical  sketches  connected  with  our  early 
Masonic  history.  He  has  continued  his  labors,  and'  the  publication 
of  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  material  connected  with  this  enterprise 
up  to  the  present  time,  and  we  have  the  confidence  to  believe,  that 
should  the  prosecution  of  the  work  be  continued  in  his  energetic  and 
efficient  hands,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  a  complete  compilation 
of  the  history  of  Masonry  in  this  State  can  be  secured,  and  we  would 
most  urgently  solicit  the  continuance  of  the  labors  of  P.  G.  M.  Blair 
in  this  much-desired  work.” 

The  number  of  Lodges  is  412,  of  which  31  are  U.  D.  Number  of 
members,  21,205. 


IOWA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  met  in  its  Annual  Grand  Com¬ 
munication,  in  the  city  of  Davenport,  on  Tuesday,  June  1st,  A.  D. 
1869.  Present,  M.  W.  Reuben  Mickel,  Grand  Master,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Grand  Officers. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  opens  with  an  eulogy  on  the 
prosperity  and  progress  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  the  44  not  less 
wonderful  advance”  of  Masonry  in  that  State.  He  then  enjoins  the 
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practice  of  tlie  virtues  inculcated  by  Masonry.  “  To  honor  our  profes¬ 
sions  and  thereby  to  honor  ourselves,  we  must  act  consistently  with 
our  high  vocation.”  In  regard  to  dispensations  for  new  Lodges,  he 
says  : 

“In  matter  of  names  I  have  tried  to  carry  out  the  rule  heretofore 
established  and  approved,  of  giving  to  each  a  name  suggestive  of  some 
Masonic  virtue,  principle,  character  or  place.” 

In  the  matter  of  decisions  he  says  : 

“As  has  been  before  remarked,  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that 
brethren  would  read  and  study  Masonic  law  for  themselves  ;  but 
probably  while  human  nature  remains  as  now  constituted,  about  the 
same  number  of  questions  or  about  the  same  average  subjects  will 
have  to  be  answered  by  each  successive  Grand  Master.” 

Some  of  these  questions  and  decisions  are  curious  : 

“  Query  X. — Can  the  Worshipful  Master  take  the  charter  to  another 
village,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Lodge,  and  there  open  a  funeral 
Lodge  for  the  purpose  of  burying  one  of  his  deceased  members  ? 

“  Answer. — Certainly.  To  hold  otherwise  would  be  to  deny  Masonic 
burial  to  many  worthy  Masons  whose  residence  is  at  a  distance  from 
the  place  where  the  Lodge  hall  is  stationed. 

“  Query  XVI. — Can  a  brother  under  charges  take  a  change  of  venue, 
and  have  his  case  tried  by  another  Lodge  when  satisfied  that  the 
members  of  his  Lodge  are  unduly  prejudiced  against  him  ? 

c  ‘  Answer. — I  know  of  no  law,  custom  or  usage  authorizing  a  change 
of  venue  in  a  Masonic  trial.  If  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  his  Lodge, 
his  remedy  will  be  by  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

“  Query  XVIII. — A  brother  applies  to  his  Lodge  for  a  dimit,  and  a 
resolution  is  adopted  granting  the  same.  He  then  removes  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge,  but  has  not  received  a  certificate 
from  the  Secretary  certifying  to  his  dimission.  Can  the  Lodge  grant¬ 
ing  the  dimit,  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  reconsider  the  vote  upon 
said  resolution,  and  thus  restore  him  to  membership  and  prefer 
charges  against  him  ? 

“  Answer. — A  Lodge  cannot  reconsider  a  vote  granting  a  dimit.  The 
vote  of  the  Lodge  granting  the  dimit  dissolves  the  brother’s  connection 
with  the  Lodge  absolutely,  and  he  can  be  restored  to  membership  only 
by  petition,  reference,  and  a  unanimous  ballot,  like  any  other  unaffi¬ 
liated  Mason.  The  Secretary’s  certificate,  frequentlv  called  a  dimit, 
is  but  the  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  Lodge  has  voted  to  dismiss  the 
brother  from  membership. 


The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  compliment  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Committee  and  make  extracts  from  their  report. 

The  number  of  working  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  is  242 ;  Members, 
11,463;  Initiated,  1,594;  Passed,  1,413;  Raised,  1,381;  Admitted, 
623;  Grand  Lodge  Receipts,  $7,083  25. 

KANSAS. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Kansas  convened  in  the  city  of  Lawrence  on  Tuesday,  October  20th. 
186S  ;  M.  W.  M.  S.  Adams,  Grand  Master. 

In  his  Annual  Address  the  Grand  Master  stated  that  sixteen 
new  Lodges  had  been  constituted  within  the  past  year. 

He  also  stated  that  in  eleven  cases  he  had  granted  dispensations  to 
confer  degrees  out  of  the  regular  order  and  time,  and  also,  in  one  or 
two  instances,  granted  dispensations  to  Lodges,  when  personally 
present,  to  enable  the  Lodge  to  confer  a  degree,  that  the  Grand 
Lecturer  might  have  an  actual  candidate  on  whom  to  confer  Second 
and  Third  degrees. 

7T  #  *  *  *  *  * 

He  also  states  that  “The  work  exemplified  before  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  its  last  Annual  Communication  by  the  Board  of  Custodians,  has 
been  taught  in  various  parts  of  the  State  with  good  success,  and  has 
reason  to  hope  that  before  the  next  meeting  of  this  Grand  Body,  every 
Lodge  in  the  State  will  use  the  same  identical  ritual,  and  the  long- 
sought  and  cherished  object  of  the  Fraternity  of  Kansas  will  have  been 
accomplished,  viz:  uniformity  of  work.” 

Also  that  nine  new  Lodges  have  been  opened  by  dispensation  since 
the  last  meeting. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

He  urges  upon  the  Fraternity  the  importance  of  having  safe  and 
convenient  halls  in  which  to  meet.  In  some  instances  Lodges  are  still 
using  rooms  utterly  unsuitable  for  conferring  the  degrees ;  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  they  will  take  immediate  steps  to  provide  themselves  with 
halls  where  they  can  work  without  endangering  the  secrets  of  the 
Order. 

TV  TV  TV  ‘X-  'jf  -X- 

He  states  that  the  question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Lodges  over  rejected 
candidates  seems  to  be  disturbing  the  harmony  of  the  Order,  and  every 
year  demonstrates  more  cleai'ly  to  his  mind  the  necessity  of  a  uniform 
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rule  and  practice  throughout  the  United  States.  Several  instances 
have  come  to  his  knowledge  where  citizens  of  this  State,  while  tempo¬ 
rarily  sojourning  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Sister  Grand  Lodge  have 
been  made  Masons  by  a  subordinate  Lodge ;  and  in  one  instance  a 
gentleman  residing  in  this  State,  who  had  been  rejected  as  a  candidate 
for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  by  a  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  after  an  absence  of  about  two  months  returned  home, 
having  been  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  10,  Michi¬ 
gan  ;  and  that  too,  as  he  informs  the  brethren  here,  by  a  Dispensation 
from  the  Grand  Master  of  that  State.  *  *  *  *  The  Grand 

Master  holds  the  correct  rule  to  be  that  candidates  rejected  in  another 
State  cannot  legally  be  made  Masons  in  this  State  without  the  assent 
of  the  proper  authorities  where  the  rejection  occurred.  According  to 
some  of  the  old  Constitutions  no  Lodge  could  “initiate  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  Craft  any  person  whomsoever,  without  being  satisfied, 
by  test  or  otherwise,  that  the  candidate  has  not  made  application  to 
any  other  Lodge  and  been  rejected.” 

“  Before  the  candidate  for  the  mysteries  of  Masonry  is  admitted  into 
the  Lodge  he  should  satisfy  the  brethren,  by  a  declaration  made  on 
his  honor  as  a  man,  that  he  has  never  made  application  to  any  other 
Lodge  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  and  been  rejected ;  or,  if  rejected, 
the  consent  of  the  Lodge  so  rejecting  should  always  be  obtained  before 
the  degrees  are  conferred.  ”  *  *  *  *  In  another  portion  of  his 

address  he  remarks,  “That  Masonry  supposes  the  candidates  for  its 
honors  to  be  in  some  degree  intelligent,  and  requires  them,  (if  mean¬ 
ing  to  be  true  men, )  to  extend  that  intelligence  steadily  while  within 
an  earthly  Lodge.  In  other  words,  Masonry  is  knowledge  ;  not 
only  of  rituals  but  of  science,  physical,  political  and  moral ;  and 
demands  a  fair  share  of  every  brother’s  time  for  its  mastery.  Without 
such  attainment,  no  man  can  expect  to  fulfil  his  duties  to  his  fellow 
men,  to  his  family,  or  his  Maker.  Let  the  young  brother  mark  this, 
and  each  day  set  apart  a  portion  of  time  for  that  thorough  self-culture 
everywhere  inculcated  in  our  instructions,  and  so  vital  to  the 
perfection  expected  of  him  who  has  thoughtfully  entered  upon  a 
Masonic  life.  He  will  find,  let  me  assure  him,  work  enough  for  his 
earlier  years,  enough  for  his  mature  manhood — yes,  work  enough  till 
his  last  sand  has  run.”  *  * 

Amongst  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  we  find  the  following  : 

“  1. — County  lines  in  no  manner  affect  the  jurisdiction  of  subordinate 
Lodges  within  the  State,  each  Lodge  having  jurisdiction  in  all  direc¬ 
tions  to  a  point  equally  distant  between  that  and  the  nearest  Lodge  in 
that  direction. 

*  *  *  *  *  *«,** 
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«2. _ When  charges  have  been  preferred  against  a  brother  for 

unmasonic  conduct,  those  charges  cannot  be  withdrawn,  except  by 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Lodge. 

u  3. —During  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the  following  resolution 
was  offered  and  rejected :  Resolved ,  That  when  a  brother  has  been 
tried  for  unmasonic  conduct  by  the  Lodge  having  jurisdiction,  and 
acquitted,  there  can  be  no  appeal  to  this  Grand  Lodge  which  would 
subject  the  brother  to  a  second  trial  on  the  same  charges. 


Brother  John  H.  Brown  was  chosen  Grand  Master  for  the  ensuing- 
year. 

On  motion  the  salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary  for  the  ensuing  Masonic 
year  was  fixed  at  $350. 


LODGES  OF  INSTRUCTION. 

After  due  consideration  of  the  subject  it  was  determined  that  the 
(‘Work”  could  be  best  disseminated  through  “Lodges  of  Instruc¬ 
tion,”  and  it  was  recommended  that  the  Custodians  should  hold  such 
Lodges  at  convenient  places  in  their  respective  districts,  in  order  that 
the  “Webb  Work”  might  be  not  only  generally  understood,  but 
universally  practised  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  Kansas  Lodge  be 
placed  upon  a  secure  basis,  and  that  uniformity  be  attained  which  has 
been  anxiously  sought  for  ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in 
Kansas. 

The  Committee  on  Lodges  of  Instruction  reported  that  they  had 
held  Schools  of  Instruction  all  over  the  State  with  great  advantage, 
that  they  were  numerously  attended  and  great  interest  felt  in  the 
work. 

THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE, 

prepared  by  Brothers  E.  T.  Carr  and  T.  B.  Rush,  two  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-one  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  of  Canada,  France,  New  Brunswick,  and 
Nova  Scotia.  Pennsylvania  is  omitted,  no  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  our  Grand  Lodge  having  been  received  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Kansas, 
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SUMMARY. 


Number  of  Lodges  in  the  State,  . 

71 

Initiated  during  the  year, 

435 

Passed,  “  “ 

385 

Received,  “  “ 

361 

Rejected,  “  “ 

157 

Number  of  Members,  . 

.  2645 

KENTUCKY. 

The  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  on 
the  19th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1868,  M.  W.  Elisha  S.  Fitch,  G.  M. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  an  eloquent  address.  In  the  exordium 
he  says  :  “To  withdraw  ourselves,  for  awhile,  from  the  outside  world 
around  us,  where  all  is  strife  and  conflict,  and  enter  the  sacred 
precincts  of  our  Mystic  Temple,  where  brethren  may  dwell  together 
in  unity,  and  take  sweet  counsel  one  of  another,  is  alike  grateful  to 
the  mind  and  sense ;  and  if,  in  our  deliberations,  we  are  influenced 
only  by  the  fraternal  and  beneficent  spirit  of  our  common  Brotherhood, 
we  may  reasonably  anticipate  a  season  of  delightful  companionship,  of 
harmonious  counsel,  and  of  salutary  and  successful  labor.” 

*  *  -X-  -X-  *  *  *  * 

“  In  renewing  our  labors,  in  Grand  Lodge  capacity,  we  have  much 
to  encourage  us,  not  only  in  our  jurisdiction,  and  in  our  own  country; 
but  also  in  foreign  jurisdictions,  and,  indeed,  generally  among  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  as  well  as  the  isles  of  the  sea.  An  almost  univer¬ 
sal  peace,  so  conducive  to  the  humane  mission  of  our  Order,  prevails 
throughout  the  world ;  and  under  its  mild  and  benignant  reign  the 
moral  enterprise  of  the  age  is  bounding  forward,  and  on  its  high  an-d 
glorious  career,  with  a  quickened  energy,  and  a  gathering  impetus, 
which  betokens  the  most  triumphant  success.  The  manifest  decline 
of  absolutism,  both  in  Church  and  State  ;  the  general  wane  of  despotic 
power  and  prerogative  ;  the  diffusion  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  the 
practical  recognition  of  the  ‘Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  man”  resulting  from  the  extended  dominion  of  a  genuine  and 
elevated  Bible  civilization — may  all  be  justly  hailed  as  the  sure 
precursors  of  Masonic  prosperity  and  progress.  Turning  from  this 
general  view  to  contemplate  our  own  jurisdiction,  we  are  happy  to 
announce  a  steadily  increasing  prosperity  of  the  Craft  within  our 
borders.  Peace  aud  harmony  have  prevailed,  almost  without  inter-- 
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ruption,  in  all  our  Subordinate  Lodges,  since  we  last  met  in  Grand 
Communication ;  and  the  few  exceptional  cases  have  presented  no 
serious  difficulties  which  have  not  been  amicably  settled  in  accordance 
with  the  precepts  of  Masonry.  It  also  affords  us  pleasure  to  note  the 
fact,  that  a  lively  interest  has  been  generally  manifested  in  favor  of  a 
higher  standard  of  practical  morality  among  Free  Masons ,  and  that 
the  reformatory  discipline  of  the  Order  has  been  accordingly  more 
thoroughly  and  rigidly  enforced — naturally  leading  to  another  most 
desirable  result,  the  exercise  of  greater  caution  and  discrimination 
in  the  admission  of  candidates  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry 
— a  result  in  harmony  with  the  oft-repeated  admonition  of  my  prede¬ 
cessors,  and  one  which  I  also  feel  the  propriety  of  again  reiterating. 
Another  cause  of  congratulation  and  encouragement  is  found  in  the 
fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  general  financial  embarrassments  ©1 
the  country,  our  charitable  enterprises  have  not  been  abandoned  or 
neglected,  but  on  the  contrary  their  claims  have  been  responded  to 
in  a  spirit  of  commendable  liberality,  which  affords  a  gratifying 
assurance  of  their  ultimate  success.  In  short,  the  past  year  has  been 
characterized  as  one  of  unusual  Masonic  activity  ;  developing  a 
healthful  growth  and  expansion  of  the  Fraternity,  in  all  its  respective 
organizations,  and  diffusing  a  broader  and  deeper  action  of  Masonic 
intelligence  and  virtue  into  the  various  enterprises  of  life.  In  view  of 
this  fact,  our  past  success,  and  the  cheering  omens  which  now  sur¬ 
round  us,  and  especially  in  view  of  that  divine  Providence,  which 
has  again  permitted  us  to  reassemble  and  resume  our  respective 
stations  and  labors  in  this  Grand  Body,  it  is  eminently  proper  that 
we  should  pause,  at  the  very  threshold  of  our  engagements,  and  not 
as  a  mere  formality,  but  in  all  sincerity  and  truth,  as  those  who 
have  been  taught  at  the  Altar  of  Masonry  to  put  their  trust  in  God 
to  render  the  homage  of  grateful  hearts  to  the  Giver  of  all  Good,  and 
with  thanksgiving  and  praise  acknowledge  our  dependence  upon  that 
infinite  wisdom  which  has  guided  us,  that  omnipotent  power  which 
has  sustained  us,  and  that  invisible  pavilion  of  mercy  which  has 
continually  followed,  and  overshadowed,  and  protected  us. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  states  that  during  the  year  he 
has  granted  dispensations  authorizing  the  opening  of  fourteen  new 
Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  also  u  recommends  that  it  be  made  a  matter  of 
expulsion  for  any  member  to  publish  his  vote  on  any  petition  tor 
initiation,  passing  or  raising,  in  any  manner  whatever,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  or  by  any  implication,  to  any  other  brother  in  the 
Lodge ;  and  that  the  same  penalty  be  inflicted  on  any  brother  who 
may  be  guilty  of  starting  any  inquiry,  directly  or  indirectly,  as  to  the 
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iiianner  in  which  any  other  brother  may  have  voted ;  requiring  all 
Masters  of  Lodges  to  arrest  immediately  any  discussion  which  may  be 
started  in  pursuance  of  such  ballotting.” 

The  Grand  Master  remarks  “That  an  excess  of  legislation  is  every¬ 
where  perhaps  the  fault  of  the  age,  and  especially  do  we  regard  it  as 
a  grievous  fault  in  our  Masonic  body,  whose  general  policy,  shaped 
and  established  centuries  ago  according  to  ancient  usage,  certainly 
neither  requires  nor  admits  of  any  material  modification.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  further  legislation,  we  feel  inclined  rather  to  recommend 
especially  to  the  Worthy  Masters  of  subordinate  Lodges  a  more 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Kentucky,  and  the  laws  she  has  already  enacted  for  the  government 
of  their  respective  Lodges.” 

The  Grand  Master  also  states  that  a  convention  was  held  on  the 
17th  of  September,  1868,  of  representatives  from  certain  Lodges,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  forming  a  new  Grand  Lodge, 
composed  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  in  South-Eastern,  North-Eastern 
and  Central  Kentucky.  It  appears  that  a  resolution  was  introduced 
at  the  previous  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  brother  S.  D. 
McCullough,  of  the  city  of  Lexington,  to  effect  the  division  of  the 
State,  and  constitute  two  Grand  Lodges  in  Kentucky,  each  to  have 
their  prescribed  limits.  This  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  vote  on  the  question  being  by  Lodges,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  (264)  voted  in  the  affirmative  and  forty-six  (46)  in  the  negative.' 
Notwithstanding  this  vote,  a  call  was  subsequently  issued,  and  a 
convention  held  to  effect  the  division,  and  another  convention  was 
proposed,  to  be  assembled  on  the  8th  of  the  following  October.  Grand 
Master  Fitch  promptly  issued  his  edict  declaring  the  convention 
held  on  the  17tli  of  September,  1868,  and  the  convention  proposed  to 
be  held  on  the  8th  of  October  following,  “to  be  illegal  and  unmasonic 
assemblages,  and  their  acts  done  and  proposed  to  be  done  illegal  and 
wholly  void  *  *  *  and  forbid  all  Lodges  under  the 

jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky  and  each  and  every 
member  thereof,  from  attending  and  taking  part  in  said  proposed  con¬ 
vention,  unless  expressly  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Kentucky,  or  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Master  thereof,”  and  he 
enjoined  “upon  them  and  each  of  them,  and  all  Masons  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  said  Grand  Lodge,  to  pay  due  respect  to  this  edict.” 
The  portion  of  the  Grand  Master’s  address  on  this  subject  was  referred 
to  a  committee,  who  reported  the  two  following  resolutions  : 


“1st. — Resolved ,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  divide  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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“  2d.— Resolved,  That  a  division  of  this  Grand  Lodge  would  militate 
against  the  interests  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  institution.”  Which 
report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  Grand 
Master’s  address  which  relates  to  unmasonic  practices,  reported  the 
following  resolution : 

“  Resolved ,  That  should  any  brother  disclose  the  vote  given  by  him 
upon  the  initiation,  passing  or  raising  oi  an  applicant,  or  on  a  petition 
for  membership,  except  as  provided  for  in  the  Constitution,  (Pait  II., 
Article  3d,  Section  6,  paragraph  4,)  or  institute  inquiry  as  to  how  any 
other  brother  may  have  voted,  the  brother  so  offending  shall  be  cited 
to  appear  before  the  Lodge  for  trial  upon  charges,  and  if  com  icted, 
shall  be  suspended  or  expelled,  as  the  Lodge  may  determine.”  TV  hicli 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Under  the  review  we  have  prepared  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Louisiana,  we  have  given  a  statement  of  the  difficulties  that 
Grand  Lodge  labors  under  in  consequence  of  an  illegal  organization 
pretending  to  have  power  to  confer  Masonic  degrees.  The  lepoit  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky  on  the  subject  is  a 
well-prepared  statement  of  the  whole  matter,  and  will  be  found 
amongst  other  papers  given  under  the  head  of  Louisiana. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  is  piepaied  by 
Brother  J.  M.  S.  McCorkle,  Chairman.  It  is  a  remarkably  well- 
written  and  well-digested  paper.  It  acknowledges  the  leception  of 
thirty-one  Grand  Lodges,  including  in  that  number  those  of  England, 
Erance  and  Erankfort-on-the-Main.  It  makes  lengthy  extracts  from 
the  proceedings  of  our  Grand  Lodge  for  1867,  and  from  the  address  of 
G.  M.  Yatjx,  and  his  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence.  In  short, 
it  notices  everything  of  importance  that  relates  to  this  jurisdiction. 

He  acknowledges  the  receipt  by  this  Committee  of  the  pi  oceedings 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana,  which  held  its  third  annual  session 

at  Virginia  City. 

There  appears  to  be  about  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  Lodges  in 
this  iurisdiction,  including  eleven  working  under  U.  D. 

1  1  Q  QVO 

Humber  of  Members, . . 

Humber  of  Deaths, . 


s 
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LOUISIANA. 

The  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful 
the  “Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Louisiana”  commenced  in  the  cityr 
of  New  Orleans,  on  Monday,  February  8th,  1860.  Present,  Henry 
B.  Swasey,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  as  to  the  question  of  chief  interest 
in  that  jurisdiction  says  : 

“  It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  with  whom  we  have  for  many  years 
been  upon  the  most  friendly  and  brotherly  terms  of  esteem  and 
regard.  The  Grand  Orient  of  France  has  aided  and  assisted  this 
Grand  Lodge  in  times  of  trouble  and  anxiety,  by  her  firm  adherence 
to  constitutional  law  and  Masonic  justice.  In  the  month  of  December, 
I  received  from  the  office  of  the  Grand  Orient,  through  the  post 
office,  an  official  bulletin  containing  a  decree  which  certainly  sur¬ 
prised  me.  It  has,  with  a  strange  perversion,  and  unaccountable 
want  of  consistency,  recognized  a  clandestine  body  in  this  city,  calling 
itself  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Sovereign  and  Independent  State  of 
Louisiana,  a  body  which  has  been  declared  by  herself  totally  unworthy, 
and  which  has  been  repudiated  by  a  large  portion  of  the  Masonic  world, 
and  even  the  few  prominent  and  respectable  men  who  once  sided  with 
them,  have  long  since  deserted  and  repudiated  them,  and  so  low  has 
it  sunk  in  respectability  that  its  Great  High  Priest  and  founder  has 
severed  his  connection,  and  no  longer  acknowledges  them  in  their 
attempts  at  demoralization.  It  is  now  composed  of  a  few  designing- 
men,  and  a  mass  of  ignorant  and  degraded  people  for  whom  they  care 
not,  except  the  use  they  make  of  them  to  gratify  their  own  bad  pur¬ 
poses.  The  decree  of  the  Grand  Orient  is  followed  by  a  report  from  a 
committee,  which  seems  to  have  prompted  its  action.  The  report  is 
a  strange  jumble  of  misrepresentations,  and  makes  but  one  correct 
statement,  and  that  is  the  disgraceful  history  of  the  body  which 
she  now  recognizes. 

“It  will  become  your  painful  duty  to  take  notice  of  this  action  of 
the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  make  such  decree  as  in  your  wisdom 
may  be  found  expedient  and  necessary  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  and  maintain  its  authority  over  Craft  Masonry  in  this 
jurisdiction.  There  can  be  no  divided  authority.  Upon  one  principle 
we  are  all  agreed,  and  while  we  have  life  we  will  sustain  it.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  will  never  submit  to  a  divided  jurisdiction, 


and  in  this  position  she  will  be  sustained  by  every  Grand  Lodge  in 
North  America,  for  all  are  interested  alike  in  sustaining  each  other. 
This  principle  once  abandoned,  the  power  of  Masonry  for  good  is 
gone.  Discord  and  confusion  will  reign  supreme,  and  the  sun  of 
Masonry  will  set  in  a  sea  of  darkness.” 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
containing  the  translated  decree  of  the  Grand  Orient  ol  France, 
accompanied  with  the  resolutions  which  were  adopted,  with  but  one 
dissenting  voice,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  : 


To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge 

or  the  State  of  Louisiana  : 

Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report  on  the  recent  violation  of  the  rules  of  Masonic  comity  by  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France,  in  recognizing  and  entering  into  fraternal  relations 
with  the  so-called  “Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite  in  and  for  the 
sovereign  State  of  Louisiana,”  a  spurious  organization  which  has  planted  clan¬ 
destine  lodges  in  our  midst.  The  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  Orient,  for  October, 
1868,  contains  the  following  decree  and  the  report  upon  which  it  is  based: 

[translation.] 

DECREE. 


We,  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Masonic  Order  in  France. 

In  view'  of  the  report  hereunto  annexed,  upon  the  proposition  which  has 
been  addressed  to  us  by  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  sitting 
at  the  East  of  New  Orleans,  that  official  and  friendly  relations  be  established 
between  that  Masonic  power  and  the  Grand  Orient  of  France. 

Desirous  of  giving  the  said  Supreme  Council  a  token  of  our  fraternal  sympa¬ 
thies,  and  to  eneourage  it  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power,  in  the  philanthropical 
course  upon  which  it  has  entered  by  opening  the  doors  of  its  temples  to  all  men 
who  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  initiation,  without  regard  to  nationality,  race, 
or  color ; 

Considering  that  among  the  Masonic  powers  of  the  globe,  the  Grand  Orient 
was  among  the  first  to  become  a  propagandist  ( Vapotre )  of  this  great  act  of 
justice,  and  that  it  has  always  hastened  to  tender  its  aid  and  co-operation  to 
those  Masonic  powers  which  have  evinced  a  desire  to  follow  in  its  footsteps  and 
to  be  inspired  with  the  same  sentiments  ; 

By  virtue  of  article  24  of  the  constitution  ; 

Have  decreed  and  do  hereby  decree  : 

Art.  1.  From  this  date  official  and  friendly  relations  are  established  between 
the  Grand  Orient  of  France  and  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.Rite  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  sitting  at-  the  East  of  New  Orleans.  The  fraternal  ties 
which,  henceforth,  unite  these  two  Masonic  powers,  will  ultimately  be  further 
strengthened  by  the  reciprocal  appointment  of  representatives ;  (, garants 

d’amitie.) 

Art.  2.  Our  Deputy  Grand  Master,  the  Ill.  Bro.  Alfred  Blanche,  is  intrusted 
with  the  promulgation  of  this  decree. 

Given  at  the  Hall  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  this  5th  day  of  November, 
1868. 


By  the  Grand  Master  : 


MELLINET,  Grand  Master  of  the  Order. 


Alfred  Blanche,  Deputy'  Grand  Master. 
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REPORT. 

To  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Order,  on  the  application  of  the  Supreme  Council 

of  New  Orleans,  looking  to  the  establishment,  of  official  relations  with  the 

Grand  Orient  of  France  : 

Most  Ill.  Grand  Master : 

You  have  confided  to  me  the  duty  of  presenting  to  you  a  report  on  the 
application  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite  for  the  sovereign 
and  independent  State  of  Louisiana,  at  the  East  of  New  Orleans,  to  enter  into 
correspondence  and  to  appoint  mutual  representatives.  In  the  discharge  of 
this  duty,  it  has  been  necessary  to  consult  the  precedents  in  this  case,  and  to 
take  into  consideration  the  circumstances  under  which  the  application  is  made. 
The  following,  M.  Ill.  Grand  Master,  is  the  result  of  my  investigation,  and  the 
proposition  I  have  the  honor  to  submit. 

In  the  United  States  of  America,  Freemasonry  has  attained  its  greatest  de¬ 
velopment  ;  there  also,  by  an  increasing  immigration  from  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  the  population  has  increased  in  an  unprecedented  ratio.  Masonry 
landed  there  from  Europe  with  civilization ;  but,  as  was  inevitable  in  a  country 
teeming  with  resources  of  all  kinds,  and  endowed  with  an  activity  and  a  genius 
peculiarly  its  own,  our  institution  was  modified  in  the  course  of  time  and  has 
received  an  original  character  diversified  by  local  customs  and  the  progress  of 
events. 

The  York  and  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rites  were  successively  introduced  there 
towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  latter,  being  organized  by 
virtue  of  the  constitution  of  1786,  attributed  to  King  Frederick  II.  of  Prussia, 
soon  acquired  control  of  Masonry  in  the  United  States.  A  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  Rite  had  been  organized  at  Charleston  in  1788.  This  Lodge,  in  order 
,  to  comply  with  article  5  of  the  constitution  of  Frederick,  which  provides  for 
two  Supreme  Councils  for  the  whole  of  North  America,  merged  itself  in  the 
Supreme  Council  founded  in  the  same  city  in  1801,  and  the  latter  established 
the  second  Supreme  Council  in  1812,  at  New  York,  whence  it  was  afterwards 
tranferred  to  Boston. 

As  State  after  State  was  added  to  the  Union  and  the  population  augmented, 
the  number  of  Lodges  and  of  Masons  also  increased.  It  would  be  too  tedious, 
and  altogether  useless,  to  relate  the  efforts  made  at  various  times  to  establish 
rival  bodies  to  these  two  Supreme  Councils;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
most  serious  attempts  were  founded  principally  upon  the  assertion  that  the 
pretended  constitution  of  Frederick  was  apocryphal,  or  that,  at  best,  it 
possessed  only  a  provisional  character,  and  that  the  new  wants  of  Masonry 
required  an  independent  authority  in  each  independent  State. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1839,  a  Supreme  Council  was  established  at  New 
Orleans  by  the  Marquis  de  Santiago  [Santagelo],  who,  while  introducing  an 
innovation,  pretended  to  constitute  this  Council  by  virtue  of  the  constitution 
of  1786.  The  Supreme  Council  of  France  refused  to  recognize  this  Masonic 
power;  but  the  Grand  Orient  consented  to  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  friendship, 
by  virtue  of  which  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  New  Orleans  appeared 
for  several  years  in  the  “  Annuaire  Maqonnique  ”  of  the  Grand  Orient. 

Nevertheless,  by  the  side  of  this  Supreme  Council  and  at  the  same  East  of 
New  Orleans,  there  was  in  existence  a  Grand  Lodge  deriving  its  powers  from 
the  Supreme  Council  at  Charleston  and  claiming  jurisdiction  over  all  the 
Masons  of  Louisiana.  As  a  matter  of  course,  this  Grand  Lodge  held  as 
irregular  the  Supreme  Council  just  mentioned.  This  condition  of  affairs  was 
terminated  by  a  Concordat  entered  into  February,  1855,  between  the  two  rival 
bodies,  and  in  consequence  of  which  the  Supreme  Council  of  New  Orleans 
declared  itself  dissolved  ;  it  surrendered  its  powers  to  that  of  Charleston,  which 
recognized  all  the  bodies  constituted  and  all  the  degrees  conferred  by  the  late 
Supreme  Council.  The  Grand  Orient  of  France  was  officially  informed  of  this 
Concordat,  and  approved  it. 


However,  in  1858,  some  Masons  established  a  new  Supreme  Council  for  the 
independent  State  of  Louisiana  having  at  its  head  Bro.  Foulhouze,  83°.  This 
new  Masonic  power,  naturally  rejected  by  that  which  existed  at  Charleston, 
applied  for  recognition  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  whose  response  was  a 
decree  of  the  Grand  Master,  Prince  Lucien  Murat,  dated  June  1,  1858, 
appointing  a  representative  to  the  Supreme  Council  at  Charleston,  lia\ing 
jurisdiction  over  the  Southern  portion  ot  the  United  States  of  America.  This 
decree  was  preceded  by  a  report  of  Bro.  Rexes,  Honorary  Grand  officer,  in 
which  occurs  this  passage:  “We  know  that  the  constitution  of  1786,  which 
was  sufficient  in  the  early  part  of  this  century  in  its  application  to  the  United 
States  may,  perhaps,  need  some  modifications  and  amendments,  now  that  the 
population  has  become  so  numerous  and  the  number  of  States  has  been  so 
considerably  increased.  We  know,  also,  that  the  necessity  of  those  amendments 
has  been  lately  acknowledged  in  America,  particularly  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  Charleston,  held,  by  exception,  at  New  Orleans.”  Never¬ 
theless,  Bro.  Rexes  was  of  the  opinion  that,  until  the  Northern  and  Southern 
Supreme  Councils  had  themselves  provided  for  this  necessity,  the  attempts  of 
schismatics  ought  to  be  condemned.  A  letter  addressed  on  this  occasion,  by 
the  Grand  Master  to  Bro.  Foulhouze,  censured  the  latter  for  having  constituted 
himself,  of  his  own  authority,  the  head  of  a  new  Masonic  power.  This  letter 
was  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  1st  of  June,  and  followed  by 
a  decision  of  the  Grand  College  of  Rites,  dated  February  4,  1859,  which  struck 
from  its  Book  of  Gold  ( lime  d’or)  Bro.  Foulhouze  for  refusing  .to  obey  the 
above-mentioned  decree,  and  for  replying  to  it  by  a  libellous  publication,  “  an 
act  -which  is  always  contemptible  in  the  estimation  of  honorable  men,  and  is 
more  especially  odious  when  done  by  a  Mason.  ”  The  condemnation  was 
complete.  Nevertheless,  this  Supreme  Council  has  continued  to  exist,  and  is 
now  seeking  to  establish  with  the  Grand  Orient  an  official  correspondence,  to 
which  it  seems  to  attach  very  great  importance. 

We  hold  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  cannot  decide  the  question  of 
regularity  or  irregularity,  which  is  purely  relative,  between  these  two  American 
Masonic  powers.  If  the  Grand  Orient  believes  that  the  name  of  Masons  belongs 
to  the  applicants,  that  the  manner  in  which  they  bear  that  name,  and  the  appli¬ 
cation  which  they  make  of  the  principles  of  our  order  entitle  them  to  receive 
a  favorable  response,  no  one  ought  to  see  in  that  answer  the  decision  of  a  case 
which  has  not  been  submitted  to  it  by  the  two  parties,  and  upon  which  it  is  not. 
competent  to  decide.  With  this  reservation,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  if 
circumstances  prove  the  existence  of  this  new  power,  if  it  is  not  only  an 
accomplished,  but  an  accepted  fact ;  if,  moreover,  it  gives  to  the  principles  of 
Masonry  an  efficiency  which  they  would  not  possess  without  it,  friendly 
relations  are  permissible,  and  even  imperative. 

Besides,  since  the  report  of  Bro.  Rexes,  events  of  paramount  importance 
have  occurred  which  would,  doubtless,  have  a  very  great  influence  upon  the 
mind  of  that  brother,  if  he  had  again  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  relations 
to  be  established  between  the  Grand  Orient  and  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 
independent  State  of  Louisiana. 

In  the  first  place,  this  Supreme  Council  was  recognized  in^lSST  [1867?]  by 
the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy,  which  appointed  a  representative  to  it;  in  1867  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Belgium  did  the  same.  Moreover,  when,  in  the  early  part  of 
1867,  the  office  of  Grand  Commander  of  this  Supreme  Council  became  vacant, 
Bro.  Chassaignac  was  invested  with  it,  and  his  first  thought,  which  was 
promptly  carried  into  execution,  was  to  make  Masonry  serve  the  purpose  of 
introducing  into  the  customs  of  the  people  (so  refractory  on  that  point  in  the 
United  States,  even  in  the  North,)  that  civil  and  political  equality  recently 
proclaimed  between  the  white  and  colored  races.  He  called  a  meeting  of  his 
lodges  and  had  a  resolution  passed  to  open  in  future  their  temples  to  the  Masons 
of  the  black  race.  This  demonstration  occurred  in  the  temple  of  the  Lodge 
Liberte  No.  9,  at  the  East  of  New  Orleans,  and  had  an  effect  upon  the  outside 
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world  which  reflects  honor  upon  Freemasonry.  The  Supreme  Council  completed 
its  work  by  granting  a  charter  to  some  colored  men  to  open  a  Lodge  under  the 
name  of  La  Fraternite  at  New  Orleans,  and  recently  Bro.  Leblanc  de  Marconay 
stated  in  an  article  published  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  Orient,  April,  1858, 
that  three  other  Lodges  had  been  formed  of  the  like  material  in  the  same 
city. 

In  thus  acting,  this  portion  of  the  Masonic  Order  in  Louisiana  followed  the 
examples  and  practised  the  principles  of  French  Masonry.  As  early  as 
February  14,  1836,  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  granted  a  Charter  to  colored 
men  to  establish  a  Lodge  at  Pointe-a-Pitre,  (Guadaloupe.)  On  the  13th  of 
August,  1866,  the  Council  of  the  Order  adopted  unanimously  the  proposition 
Bro.  Fauvety,  requesting  the  Grand  Master  to  inform  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Rio  Janeiro  “that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  would  be  under  the  painful 
necessity  of  ceasing  to  recognize  the  Masons  of  Brazil,  as  such,  and  would 
discontinue  all  correspondence  with  the  Supreme  Power  that  represented  them, 
if  the  Masons  of  Brazil  did  not  speedily  protest  against  slavery  and  undertake 
measures  for  its  abolition.” 

Finally,  another  satisfaction  has  been  granted  to  Masonic  propriety ,  and 
should  be  mentioned  in  this  report: — By  a  resolution  dated  June  6,  1867,  the 
Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana  condemned  all  the  pamphlets  of  the  ex-Bro. 
Foulhouze  and  his  adherents. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  considerations,  we  have  the  honor,  M.  Ill. 
Grand  Master,  to  recommend  that  you  give  a  favorable  reception  to  the 
application  addressed  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  by  the  Supreme  Council 
of  Louisiana. 

May  this  view  of  the  matter,  which  has  nothing  hostile  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Louisiana,  nor  to  the  Supreme  Council  at  Charleston,  be  appreciated  and 
imitated  by  our  American  brethren.  The  great  mission  of  Masonry  is  to 
establish  peace  among  men  of  all  opinions,  of  all  nations,  and  of  all  races. 
This  mission  imposes  upon  us  the  duty  of  demonstrating  that  differences  of 
forms  and  of  rites  cannot  produce  discord  in  our  midst. 

Please  accept,  M.  Ill.  Grand  Master,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  respectful 
attachment. 

A.  HERMITTE,  33°., 


Approved. 


Member  of  the  Council  of  Order, 

MELLINET,  Grand  Master  of  the 

Masonic  Order  of  France. 


Orient  of  Paris,  October  17,  1868. 


Your  committee  consider  it  altogether  unnecessary  to  criticise  the  special 

pleading  of  the  above  report,  or  notice  the  errors  it  contains,  as  they  are 

apparent  to  every  brother  conversant  with  the  history  of  Masonry  in  Louisiana. 

It  is  sufficient  that,  notwithstanding  the  attempt  to  gloss  over  facts,  the  report 

not  only  admits  that  the  so-called  “Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite, 

in  and  for  the  Sovereign  and  independent  State  of  Louisiana,”  is  a  self-created 

and  self-constituted  body,  possessing  no  lawful  authority ;  but  that  in  1858  the 

Grand  Orient  declared  it  spurious  and  clandestine,  and  expelled  its  chief. 

Nor  would  it  be  proper  for  your  committee  to  discuss  the  motives  alleged  in 

justification  of  the  present  act  of  hostility  by  the  Grand  Orient,  as  we  cannot, 

as  Masons,  take  any  part  in  the  political  and  socialistic  movements  of  the  day. 

But,  while  we  consider  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  enter  into 

controversy,  or  indulge  in  recrimination,  with  the  Grand  Orient  for  the  course 

it  has  pursued,  it  is  proper  to  state  the  principles  which  actuate  and  govern  this 

Grand  Lodge. 

& 
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1.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  claims  the  exclusive  right  to  constitute 
and  govern  all  Lodges  of  Symbolic  Freemasonry  in  the  State.  She  does  not 
recognize,  nor  permit  her  subordinates  to  recognize  or  hold  Masonic  intercourse 
with  any  clandestine  association  claiming  to  be  Masonic,  either  individually  or 
collectively,  and  considers  the  recognition  of  any  clandestine  body  located  in 
Louisiana  by  a  Foreign  Masonic  Power  a  violation  of  Masonic  comity,  an  act 
of  open  hostility  against  her  authority,  and  an  infringement  on  her  jurisdictional 
rights. 

2.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  does  not  confer  the  degrees  of  Free¬ 
masonry.  She  intrusts  the  making  of  Masons  to  her  subordinate  Lodges, 
requiring  that,  in  this  particular,  they  shall  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Ancient  Constitutions  of  the  Fraternity,  viz:  that  all  initiates  shall  possess  the 
necessary  physical  qualifications,  be  free-born  and  of  good  report.  So  long  as 
these  landmarks  are  respected  and  obeyed,  the  subordinate  Lodges  have  the 
right  to  select  their  own  material,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  has  no  power  to  dictate 
whom,  or  whom  not,  they  shall  receive. 

3.  Granting  the  fullest  liberty  to  all  Masons  under  her  jurisdiction  to  enjoy, 
as  individuals,  their  own  opinions  on  the  political  and  social  questions  of  the 
day — only  enjoining  upon  them  to  be  good  citizens,  to  pay  due  allegiance  to 
the  Government,  and  obey  the  laws  under  whose  protection  they  live — the 
Grand  Lodge  in  its  Masonic  capacity,  takes  no  cognizance  of  such  subjects. 
To  her  has  been  confided  the  sacred  duty  of  preserving  Masonry  pure  and 
unsullied  from  all  extraneous  influences,  be  they  what  they  may;  and  it  will 
ever  be  her  earnest  endeavor  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  our 
institution  as  spotless  and  untarnished  as  she  received  them  from  our  fathers — 
regardless  of  foes  within  or  foes  without. 

Recognizing  these  great  principles  as  landmarks  of  the  Fraternity,  your 
committee  can  view  the  recognition  of  the  so-called  Supreme  Council  by  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France,  in  no  other  light  than  a  violation  of  Masonic  comity 
and  a  wanton  insult  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  But  the  Grand  Orient,  not  satisfied 
with  having  given  aid  and  countenance  to  a  clandestine  body  located  in  our 
midst,  appeals  to  our  American  Brethren  to  “  appreciate  ”  its  conduct  and 
“imitate”  its  example.  This  spirit  of  propagandism  and  interference  may  be 
in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  modern  “French  Masonry,”  but  it  is  not 
inculcated  in  the  Masonry  which  we  have  received  from  our  common  mother, 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  This  spirit,  which  seeks  to  impair  the  honor 
and  subvert  the  dignity  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  will,  we  doubt  not,  be  properly 
appreciated  by  our  sister  Grand  Lodges,  and  in  submitting  the  folio  wing- 
resolutions,  your  committee  feel  confident  that  the  Grand  Lodge  will  receive 
from  her  American  sisters  the  same  sympathy  and  support  Avhich  they  so 
generously  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  when  her  jurisdiction 
was  invaded  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburg. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JAMES  B.  SCOT. 

JOSEPH  P.  HORXOR, 

A.  GOLDMANN. 


Resolved,  That  all  Masonic  correspondence  and  fraternal  relations  between 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  and  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  cease  and  be 
discontinued,  and  no  Mason  owing  allegiance  to  that  Grand  Body  be  recognized 
as  such  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  a  duly  authenticated  copy  of  the  above  report  and  resolution 
be  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  to  all  regularly  constituted 
American  and  Eurppean  Grand  Lodges. 
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Grand  Secretary’s  Oefice 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
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Grand  Lodge  Hall,  Corner  St.  Charles  and  Perdido  Streets. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  contains  a  true  transcript  from  the  Minutes 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  3Iost  Worshipful  the  Grand  Lodge  of  tlie  State  of  Louisiana , 
at  its  last  Annual  Grand  Communication ,  held  in  the  City  of  Neio  Orleans,  February , 
18G9. 

In  testimony  whereof,  L  have  hereunto  affixed  the  Seal  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons 
together  with  my  Official  Signature,  this  V&tli  day  of  February,  A.  L).  1859,  A.  L. 
5859. 

JAMES  C.  BATCHELOR,  M.  D. 

Grand  Secretary. 
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In  proceeding  to  comment,  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  the 
extraordinary  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Prance,  the  first 
observation  to  be  made  we  present  in  the  words  of  our  Grand  Master, 
Hon.  Richard  Yatjx,  at  the  last  Annual  Communication  : 

“Whatever  may  be  proposed  we  expect  that  the  fundamental 
principle  which  underlies  a  Grand  Lodge  existence,  its  separate 
sovereignty  within  its  borders  will  be  maintained  as  a  landmark  of 
the  Order.” 

Non-intervention  is  a  great  American  Masonic  doctrine.  No  foreign 
Masonic  jurisdiction  can  be  permitted  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  the 
supreme  sovereign  jurisdiction  of  any  Grand  Lodge.  It  ivill  be  resisted 
as  an  interference  with  the  sovereignty  of  such  Grand  Lodge  and 
demands  the  remedy  which  sovereignty  only  can  resort  to  under  the 
principles  of  the  Fraternity.  Prom  what  we  have  read  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  Prance  has  violated  the  great 
cardinal  principle  of  Masonic  relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Louisiana.  The  Grand  Orient  has  recognized  Lodges  in  that  State, 
which  claim  to  confer  the  first  three  degrees  outside  of  the  authority 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana.  This  fact  ends  the  dispute.  We 
deny  that  any  such  power  anywhere  exists  but  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
claiming  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  within  its  limits.  This  must 
be  sovereign  and  supreme. 

The  best  report  on  all  the  facts  of  the  case  is  the  clear  statement  of 
Bro.  Leyi  Woodbury,  as  contained  in  the  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Massachusetts,  but  he  does  not  advise  the  last  resort  in  the  case. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  conclusions  of  the  Committee,  of 
which  Brother  Woodbury  is  Chairman : — 

1.  That  the  pretended  Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana  for  the  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  is  a  spurious,  non-Masonic  body,  and  that 
no  person  claiming  to  have  been  made  a  Mason  through  its  authority 
has  any  right  to  the  fraternal  privileges  of  Freemasonry. 
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2.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  has  been  wounded  and 
injured  in  her  just  and  lawful  prerogatives  and  relations  by  the  Grand 
Orient  of  F ranee . 


Your  committee  further  remark  that  if  these  conclusions  are  accept¬ 
able  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  Mason  of  this  jurisdiction  cannot  sit  in 
any  Lodge  of  the  Grand  Orient  jurisdiction,  when  any  person  claiming 
from  the  pretended  council  of  Louisiana  is  present. 


They  have  forborne  to  recommend  at  this  time  the  absolute  discon¬ 
tinuance  of  intercourse  with  the  Grand  Orient,  because  perceiving 
that  body  to  have  been  misled  in  some  important  particulars.  They 
cherish  the  hope  that  she  will  magnanimously  disclaim  the  hostility 
towards  Blue  Masonry  in  the  United  States  which  her  attitude 
evinces,  and  reconsider  the  step  which  has  provoked  the  just  umbrage 
of  the  Masonic  powers  of  the  United  States.  All  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

Charles  Levi  Woodbury, 
Charles  W.  Moore, 

Lucius  R.  Page. 


We  have  embodied  in  our  report  (supra)  the  proceedings  in  full  of 
the  Grand  Orient  of  France  in  relation  to  this  matter,  as  contained  in 
the  Official  Bulletin  for  July.  By  which  it  appears  that  the  Supreme 
Council  of  French  Masonry  itself,  has  not  taken  definite  action  on 
the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  so-called  Supreme  Council  of 
Louisiana.  The  Decree  of  the  Grand  Master  seems  not  to  prevent 
his  further  examination  of  the  question.  But  in  regard  to  another 
question,  there  have  been  some  very  intemperate  proceedings  in 
answer  to  a  report  of  Ill.  Bro.  Goodall,  of  the  S33  which  we  pro¬ 
ceed  to  notice,  as  follows : — 

The  proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Thirty-third  degree 
of  the  A.  A.  S.  Rite  for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
of  America  for  1S6S, — containing  this  report  of  Ill.  Bro.  Albert  G. 
Goodall,  Grand  Representative  on  Foreign  Relations,— are  of  great 
importance  from  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Orient  assumes  jurisdiction 
of  all  the  various  rites  and  degrees  (so-called)  of  Free  Masonry.  The 
Supreme  Councils  of  the  Thirty-third  are  in  communication  with 
them,  as  well  as  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  York  Rite  which  govern  all 
Lodges  of  symbolic  Free  Masonry— that  is,  the  first  three  degrees. 
The  misapprehension,  perhaps  wilful,  of  the  Grand  Orient  is  in  treat¬ 
ing  any  of  the  so-called  Supreme  Councils — Northern  and  Southern 
of  the  United  States— as  being  “Masonic  powers,”  in  any  recognized 
way,  shape  or  form,  as  regards  the  symbolic  degrees,  E.  A. ,  F.  C.  or 
m/m.  The  fallacy  of  the  report  of  A.  Heryhtte,  Thirty-third 


degree  member  of  Council  of  Order,  consists  in  confounding  Supreme 
Councils  of  tlie  Thirty-third  degree  with  Grand  Lodges  of  the  several 
states.  “We  hold,’’  lie  says,  “that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France 
cannot  decide  the  question  of  regularity  or  irregularity,  which  is 
purely  relative,  between  these  two  American  Masonic  powers.” — 
meaning  the  Southern  Supreme  Council  of  Charleston  and  the  so- 
called  new  “  Supreme  Council  of  the  Independent  State  of  Louisiana.” 
The  question  is  not  between  the  “  Supreme  Councils  ”  of  any  designa¬ 
tion,  buj;  between  a  Supreme  Council  and  a  Grand  Lodge  in  the  same 
independent  State.  This  the  Grand  Orient  cannot,  or  will  not  under¬ 
stand.  The  simple  fact  is  misapprehended  or  ignored  by  it,  that  all 
chapters,  conclaves  and  councils,  or  by  whatever  name  designated  in 
the  United  States,  have  always  recognized  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
several  State  Grand  Lodges  as  supreme  over  the  first  three  degrees. 
That  they  have  never  claimed  the  right,  or  pretended  to  exercise  it, 
of  conferring,  or  communicating  (as  some  European  powers  do)  the 
symbolic  degrees.  On  the  other  hand,  the  higher  degrees  are  and  can 
only  be  given,  or  communicated  to  any  one  who  has  been  regularly 
Entered,  Passed  and  liaised  in  a  regularly  constituted  Lodge  of  Master 
Masons.  Perhaps  if  the  Grand  Orient  could  be  brought  to  understand 
this  difference  in  operation  between  American  and  European  Lodges, 
they  would  perceive  and  acknowledge  the  great  mistake  they  have 
committed  to  the  prejudice  of  not  only  true  Masonic  authority,  but  of 
the  Order  itself,  and  of  the  harmony  and  good-will  that  should  prevail 
among  the  Craft  under  whatever  lawful  jurisdiction.  In  view  of  this, 
the  decided  action  and  plain  declarations  of  a  “Supreme  Council” 
will,  or  should,  open  the  eyes  of  the  Grand  Orient  to  the  true  question 
at  issue. 

In  this  connection  we  give  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France  as  contained  in  the  Official  Bulletin  of  July,  1869.  At  the 
session  of  Monday,  July  5th,  1869  : — 

“  Brother  Fleuky,  of  the  Order  at  Havre,  signalized  a  fact  to  be 
lamented:  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Hew  York,  in  consequence 
of  the  relations  established  between  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  and 
the  Supreme  Council  of  Hew  Orleans,  has  resolved  to  break  off  all 
relations  with  French  Lodges  and  Masons.  Brother  Fleuky  de¬ 
manded  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  take  into  consideration  that 
rupture,  in  which  the  two  Obediences,  and  particularly  the  Lodges 
situated  in  the  seaports,  would  have  to  suffer  much.  The  Grand 
Master  observed  to  Bro.  Fleuky  that  that  was  neither  the  place 
nor  the  time  to  consider  that  question  ;  he  assured,  at  the  same  time, 
that  brother,  that  it  made,  and  would  make,  the  object  of  all  his  solici¬ 
tude.” 


—  133  — 

On  the  fitli :  ‘‘Brother  Bally  renewed  the  motion  made  the  day 
before  by  Brother  Fleury,  and  called  anew  the  attention  of  the 
Assembly  and  the  solicitude  of  the  Grand  Master  upon  the  grievous 
dissidence  unexpectedly  happening  between  the  Grand  Masonic  powers 
of  New  York  and  New  Orleans.  He  prayed  the  Grand  Master  that 
he  would  be  willing  to  interpose  to  the  end  that  those  of  our  nation, 
whose  affairs  called  them  to  America,  would  not  find  themselves  any 
more  placed  between  two  powers  in  a  rupture  of  good  relations  ;  to 
the  end  that  our  travellers  may  be  received  throughout  America  as 
visitors.  In  the  actual  state  of  things,  said  he,  one  cannot  say  any 
more  that  Masonry  is  universal ;  that  it  has  not  but  one  standard,  a 
like  sentiment,  a  like  end ;  and  it  is  therefore  a  fact  very  much  to 
be  regretted  in  all  points  of  view.  It  is  then  urgent  that  French 
Masonry,  that  the  Grand  Master  in  particular,  take  measures  to 
cause  that  conflict  to  cease,  or  such,  at  least,  to  the  end  that  French 
Masons  should  not  have  to  suffer  by  it ! 

“  The  President  of  the  Council  gave  to  the  Assembly  some  explana¬ 
tions  upon  the  situation  signalized  by  Brothers  Fleury"  and  Dally, 
He  gave  the  history  of  it  in  a  few  words.  That  situation,  said  he,  has 
taken  its  source  in  the  intolerance  of  some  American  Lodges  which 
refuse  absolutely  to  receive  blacks  among  them. 

“For  some  years  there  has  been  at  New  Orleans  a  Mason,  a 
Frenchman,  Brother  Chassaignac,  who  has  openly  broken  with 
such  a  custom,  so  contrary  to  our  principles.  Elevated  to  the  functions 
of  President  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana,  he  lias  called  to 
him  without  any  distinction,  men  of  all  religions,  of  all  nationalities, 
of  all  races,  making  no  other  inquiry  as  regards  each  than  as  to  moral 
and  intellectual  qualities,  and  it  is  thus  that  he  has  power  to  clash  with 
the  majority  of  the  Grand  Masonic  powers  of  America.  Brother 
Cliassaignac,  in  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Council  where  he  presides, 
has  solicited  the  alliance  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France.  The  Grand 
Master  has  not  made  haste  to  respond.  He  has  received  protests 
against  the  establishment  of  that  Supreme  Council ;  and  on  the  other 
hand ,  it  is  important  to  know  whether  that  new  Masonic  power  pos¬ 
sesses  conditions  of  vitality.  In  the  meantime  the  demand  of  Brother 
Chassaigxac  could  not  rest  without  reply,  and,  after  a  reasonable 
time,  the  Grand  Master  has  had  the  question  studied.  A  report  of 
Brother  Hermitte  inserted  in  the  Bulletin ,  and  deciding  in  favor  of 
the  solicited  alliance,  has  been  approved  by  the  Grand  Master,  and  it 
is  on  accoupt  of  that  act  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  interdicts 
to-day  all  relations  between  Masons  raised  by  that  Grand  Lodge  and 
French  Masons. 
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“Such  is  the  question,  such  is  the  situation.  It  shall  be  examined 
with  care ,  but  at  the  same  time  with  that  firmness  which  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France  has  already  shown  when  it  had  broken  with  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Brazil  concerning  the  question  of  slavery. 

“Brother  Dally  thanked  the  President  of  the  Council  for  these 
explanations,  while  insisting  anew  that  the  Grand  Master  interpose. 

“Brother  Ragy,  representing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  at 
the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  would  not  disguise  the  gravity  of  the 
situation.  He  had  assisted  in  1855  at  the  universal  Masonic  Congress. 
He  had  seen  there  Masons  of  all  nationalities,  and  he  was  himself 
enabled  to  prove  the  difficulties  that  he  there  had  to  overcome,  to  have 
adopted,  through  certain  Masonic  powers,  the  principles  of  absolute 
equality  among  all  men,  without  distinction  of  race  or  religion,  prin¬ 
ciples  put  into  practice  by  French  Masonry  and  which  made  its  glory. 
In  a  similar  question  it  is  necessary  to  expect  much  from  time,  from 
good  behavior,  from  amenity,  and,  never  despairing  of  the  triumph 
which  will  be  accelerated,  we  are  certain  by  the  high  solicitude  of  the 
Grand  Master  for  the  great  interests  of  the  Order. 

“  Brother  Doue  said  that  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  Master,  La 
Reunion,  of  Toulon,  which  is  called  upon,  as  that  of  Brother  Dally, 
to  receive  the  visits  of  numerous  foreign  Masons,  has  not  perceived 
the  dissidence  signalized  by  the  latter.  It  had  been  visited  not  long 
ago  by  the  officers  of  an  American  frigate  and  belonging  as  Masons  to 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  York,  of  Boston,  or  of  Charleston.  These 
foreign  brothers  have  all  fraternised  with  the  members  of  the  Reunion , 
and  many  of  these,  more  recently  yet,  have  been  perfectly  received 
in  America.  Hope,  then,  said  Brother  Doue,  in  closing,  that  the 
pending  difficulties  may  be  soon  resolved,  and  that  in  awaiting  a 
perfect  accord  between  the  Masonic  powers  actually  in  dissidence, 
Masons,  individually,  will  continue  to  regard  and  to  treat  each  other 
as  brothers.” 

The  order  of  the  day  then  called  off  the  discussion  ;  but  the  subject 
became  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  8th  of  July. 

Brother  Poulle  read  a  report  containing  the  following  : 

“Masonry  has  for  its  base  principles  generally  recognized  and 
adopted  by  all  men,  and  for  a  stronger  reason  by  Masons. 

“Why  are  their  acts  in  disaccord  with  their  words?  Is  one  not 
seized  with  sad  astonishment,  when  he  sees  Lodges  refuse  initiation 
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without  any  other  protest  than  the  color  of  the  skin,  ot  profanes,  or 
because  they  are  not  Christians  ?  As  if  it  was  permitted  to  any  one 
to  choose  his  origin  ! 

44  Yet,  indeed,  these  distinctions  have  not  had  a  place  in  our  beautiful 
country.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  French  Masonry  to  condemn  such 
a  system,  so  contrary  to  her  noble  motto :  —  Liberty,  Equality, 
Fraternity  ? 

u  Masons,  under  the  obedience  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France, 
Supreme  Council  for  France,  and  the  French  possessions,  represented 
•by  their  legal  and  regular  mandations  in  their  convention  of  the  year 
5869,  affirm  solemnly  that  Humanity  and  Masonry  are  outraged  when 
race  or  religion  suffices  to  forbid  a  profane  an  entrance  into  this  Grand 
Masonic  family. 

4-  The  Grand  Orient  has  always  acted  in  support  of  these  Grand 
Ideas  *  *  which  are  but  a  parapliraze  of  our  motto  Liberty, 

Equality,  Fraternity. 

4;  More  recently  vet,  the  Grand  Orient  has  broken  officially  its 
relations  with  a  foreign  Masonic  power  which  has  disowned  these 
principles. 

4 4  In  the  meantime  it  would  be  well  that  French  Masonry  make  a 
solemn  declaration  in  the  sense  indicated.” 

4  •  Brother  Poulle  added  : 

44  That  report  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  of  the  Order  at  the 
session  of  the  26th  of  April.  I  regret  not  having  digested  it  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  such  a  subject  and  of  the  beautiful  principles  which 
are  there  announced.  That  is  why  I  may  be  permitted  to  follow  it 
with  some  words.” 

Brother  Cremietjx  interrupting  :  “It  is  useless  ;  they  are  the  prim 
ciples  of  1789  which  you  are  speaking  to  us 

Brother  Poulle  :  “  Yes,  Masonic  principles  were  enacted  in  our 
civil  laws  at  the  time  of  our  glorious  Revolution  of  1789 ;  but  it  is 
indispensable  to  day  to  insist  upon  these  principles,  and  as  a  French¬ 
man  and  a  Mason  I  blush  for  the  necessitj*. 

44 1  should  have  insisted  unquestionably,  in  my  report,  upon  these 
glorious  principles,  if  a  document  that  I  had  not  known  before  the 
29th  of  April  last,  had  come  to  me  sooner.  Let  me  hold  you  together 
with  that  document ;  it  will  give  you  an  explanation  of  the  regrets 


expressed  by  Brothers  Fleury  and  Dally,  and  of  the  complaints 
which,  in  that  session,  arose  in  all  parts  against  certain  Masonic 
powers  in  America.” 

u  That  document  is  entitled  :  4  Proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Council 
of  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General  of  the  thirty-third  and  last 
degree  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Bite,  for  the  Northern 
Jurisdicton  of  the  United  States  of  America.’ 

44  It  relates  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Supreme 
Council  which  sat  in  Boston,  for  the  year  1868.  It  contains  a  com¬ 
munication  entitled  4  Report  of  Ill.  Brother  Albert  G.  Goodall,  * 
Grand  Representative  of  Foreign  Relations.’  There  are  found  in 
that  communication  the  following  passages  : 

[he  then  quotes  from  brother  goodall’s  report.] 

“Such  is  the  language  of  our  brothers  in  America,  said  Brother 
Rouble  ;  such  is  their  disdain  of  French  Masonry,  in  the  Southern 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  as  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  North. 

It  is  not  only  incivility  and  aggression  on  their  part;  it  is  injustice. 
And  of  two  things  the  one  :  1st.  Either  their  irritation  comes  from  the 
fact  that  the  Grand  Orient  has  recognized  the  Supreme  Council  of 
Louisiana ,  and  then  as  that  question  is  submitted  to  the  study  and  care , 
with  all  the  solicitude  of  the  Grand  Master ,  we  cannot  but  express  our 
lively  regrets  at  the  sharp  and  anti-masonic  words  of  Bro.  Goodall, 
and  promise  the  most  serious  examination  of  the  question. 

44  2d.  Or  that  irritation  comes  from  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France  has  recognized  that  the  negro  race  can,  as  all  other  races, 
solicit  and  obtain  Masonic  initiation,  and  we  then  shall  not  know  too 
much  indignation  ourselves  !  and  I  am  sure  that  my  ardent  interrupter 
himself,  Bro.  Cremieux,  will  be  with  me,  with  you  all,  my  brothers, 
when  I  shall  say  : 

“Regretting,  in  1869,  and  after  an  age  of  existence,  French  Free 
Masonry  should  be  obliged  to  proclaim  anew  the  truths  which  have 
been  hatched  in  its  temples  and  which  it  has,  as  with  a  glorious  aureola, 
crowned  the  great  principles  of  ’89,  in  inscribing  above  these  eternal 
truths  our  old  motto  :  Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity.  (Applause.) 

u  Regretting,  above  all,  that  Free  Masonry  should  be  obliged  to  pro¬ 
claim  anew  a  principle  which,  after  so  long  a  time,  thanks  to  her,  has 


taken  a  place  in  onr  laws  :  whoever  touches  the  land  of  France  ;  whoever 
is  shaded  by  her  fag  is  free  !  (Bravos,  Bravos  !)  # 

“  Saying  loudly  that  if,  after  a  long  time,  thanks  to  the  progress  of 
our  institution,  these  grand  ideas  have  more  need  of  being  repeated, 
they  rest  forever  graven  in  our  hearts,  and  that  we  are  always  as  ready 
to  defend  them  as  to  proclaim  them!  (Renewed  applause.) 

“  Consequently,  m}T  brothers,  modifying  the  conclusions  of  my  report, 
I  propose  to  French  Masonry,  regularly  and  solemnly  represented 
here,  to  proclaim  the  following  declaration  : 

“The  Masons,  under  the  obedience  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France, 
represented  by  their  legal  mandatories  in  the  Convention  of  the  year 
5869,  affirm  that  humanity  and  Masonry  are  outraged,  when  color, 
race,  or  religion  suffice  to  interdict  to  a  profane  his  entry  into  the 
great  Masonic  family. 

“I  propose  to  you  equall}7  to  invite  the  Thrice  Illustrious  Grand 
Master  to  give  notice  of  that  declaration  to  all  foreign  Masonic  powers, 
and  to  make  known  to  them  that  openly  and  already  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France  breaks  all  alliance  with  every  Masonic  power  which 
shall  not  adhere  to  that  declaration. 

“Hot  a  vote,  my  brothers,  not  the  conclusions  of  the  orator,  but  a 
unanimous  acclamation,  covered  by  our  French  batteries ,  shall  crown 
our  declaration,  so  French  and  so  humanitarian  !" 


These  words  were  covered  ( convertes )  b}T  prolonged  applause. 


Brother  Savoye  demanded  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and 
the  Grand  Master  in  particular,  take  into  consideration  not  only  the 
question  blacks;  there  was,  said  he,  in  Europe,  within  the  gates  of 
France,  whites  who  are  equally  treated  enparias.  It  is  so  in  Prussia, 
in  Denmark,  in  Sweeden.  and  in  divers  centres  in  England,  that  the 
Israelitish  religion  is  an  obstacle  to  initiation.  These  courses  are 
deplorable.  It  belongs  to  France,  that  mother  of  liberty,  to  protest 
against  such  intolerance,  and  to  make  all  efforts  to  cause  to  cease  that 
shame  of  the  nineteenth  century !  (Very  well !  Very  well !) 

The  Grand  Master  demanded  then  the  conclusions  of  the  Brother 
Orator  upon  the  declaration  of  principles  proposed  by  Bro.  Potjlle. 

The  Orator  concluded  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  that  declaration. 
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These  conclusions  were  adopted  unanimously,  and  the  vote  was 
followed  by  applause. 

After  the  vote,  the  Grand  Master  proposed  to  the  Assembly  a  triple 
batterie  in  favor  of  the  Masons  of  all  countries,  of  all  our  brothers 
without  any  distinction.  To  Equality  among  men,  said  he,  to  Liberty, 
to  universal  Eraternity  which  we  come  to  proclaim  and  of  which  we 
are  the  defenders. 

These  words  were  followed  by  three  times  the  most  enthusiastic 
applause. 

In  addition  to  the  proceedings  already  noticed  in  other  parts  of  this 
report  by  several  States,  your  committee  have  received  the  official 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  at  a  recent  Communication  held 
at  Cleveland,  October  19th  to  21st,  1869,  When  the  following  resolutions 
Were  adopted : 


Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  again  recognizes  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Louisiana  as  the  supreme  authority  over  the  Symbolic  Degrees  within  its 
territorial  jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  the  establishment  of  an  Order  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  which  claims  to  work  the  Symbolic  Degrees 
without,  and  in  violation  of,  its  authority,  is  an  unwarranted  proceeding, 
revolutionary  in  its  character,  and  should  receive  the  prompt  condemnation  of 
this  and  every  other  Grand  Lodge  in  this  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Fraternity  in  Ohio  are  hereby  positively 
prohibited  from  holding  any  fraternal  relations  or  Masonic  intercourse  with 
those  who  claim  to  have  received  the  Symbolic  Degrees  by  or  through  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  of  the  Sovereign  and 
Independent  State  of  Louisiana. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  transmit 
to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  duly  certified  copies  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  present  session  of  this  Grand 
Lodge. 

Adopted,  October  21st,  18G9. 

ATTEST  I 

JOHN  D.  CALDWELL, 

Grand  Secretary. 

Also  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  held  in  the 
city  of  Louisville  on  the  18tli  of  October,  1869,  containing  the  report 
from  the  special  committee  on  the  complaint  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Louisiana,  and  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  unanimously 
adopted  ;  all  of  which,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  to 
which  it  relates,  we  give  entire. 
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Grand  Secretary’s  Office,  \ 
Louisville,  Eat.,  Nov.  12th,  1869.  j 

At  a  Grand.  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  begun 
and  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  city  of  Louisville,  on  the  18th  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1869,  A.  L.  5869,  on  the  3d  day  thereof,  the  following  proceedings  were 
had : 

Past  Grand  Master  McCorkle,  from  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Complaint 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
concurred  in,  and  the  preamble  and  resolutions  accompanying  it  were 
unanimously  adopted,  viz : 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Grand  Master’s 
address  as  relates  to  the  position  assumed  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France 
towards  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana ;  the  circular  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Louisiana,  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  the  circular  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Louisiana,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  ;  and  the  circular  of  the  Grand  Consistory 
of  Louisiana,  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  all  in  relation  to  the 
same  subject,  make  the  following  report: 


They  have  duly  considered  the  various  documents  above  detailed,  as  well  as 
so  much  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  Fork,  Texas,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Maine,  as  relate  to  the  same  subject,  and  also  a 
translation  of  so  much  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  at 
its  late  annual  convention  in  July  last  as  refers  to  this  matter. 

They  deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  history  of  the  origin  of  the 
spurious  Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana,  because  the  circular  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  that  State,  which  will  appear  in  full  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
enters  sufficiently  into  the  details  thereof  to  enable  us  to  comprehend  the 
position  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  and  the  Grand  Orient  of  France 
towards  each  other,  and  the  causes  that  led  to  the  rupture  of  their  amicable 
relations. 

The  Committe  will  only  state,  as  preliminary  information  for  the  members 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  that  there  are  in  the  United  States,  which  is  divided 
between  them,  two  legitimate  Grand  bodies  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  having  under  their  jurisdiction  subordinate  Masonic  bodies 
working  in  that  rite,  viz:  The  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  jurisdiction, 
having  its  seat  at  Boston,  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  Supreme  Council  for  the 
Southern  Jurisdiction,  haring  its  seat  at  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina.  These 
two  Supreme  Councils  claim  and  have  the  right  through  their  various 
subordinate  bodies,  to  confer  all  the  degrees  of  their  rite,  including  those 
of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  up  to  the  highest 
degree  conferred  by  those  bodies.  Nevertheless,  in  order  that  no  conflict  of 
jurisdiction,  in  regard  to  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry,  should  arise  in 
the  United  States,  between  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Scottish  rite  and  the 
Grand  Lodges,  exercising  jurisdiction  over  the  1  ork  rite,  as  it  is  called,  the  two 
Supreme  Councils  of  the  Scottish  rite  have  agreed,  (not  surrendering  the  right 
to  confer  the  first  three  degrees,  for  that  would  have  been  to  emasculate  the 
Scottish  rite,)  that  wherever  in  the  United  States  there  are  or  shall  be  Grand 
Lodges,  exercising  jurisdiction  over  Lodges  working  in  the  1  ork  rite,  and 
conferring  only  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master 
Mason,  they  will  not  permit  the  Lodges  of  the  Scottish  rite  to  confer  those 
degrees  on  any  applicant  for  the  Scottish  rite  degrees,  requiring  all  such 
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applicants,  however,  to  liave  previously  taken  those  degrees  in  the  York  rite 
Lodges.  But,  in  countries  where  there  are  no  Lodges  of  the  York  rite 
established,  the  Lodges  working  the  Scottish  rite  confer  those  degrees  as 
preliminary  to  the  higher  ones.  They  will  here  further  remark,  that  there  is 
now  and  has  been  for  several  years  past,  in  Louisiana,  a  Grand  Consistory  for 
that  State  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Bite,  recognized  as  legitimate 
by  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  sitting  at  Charleston, 
and  the  Masonic  bodies  working  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Consistory  do  not  confer  the  three  first  degrees,  in  conformity  with  the  agree¬ 
ment  above  referred  to.  Now  the  spurious  Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana, 
originally  established  without  legal  authority  by  one  Jacques  Foulhouze,  who 
obtained  the  degrees  of  the  Scottish  rite  in  Paris,  and  which  has  lately  been 
recognized  as  legitimate  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  confers  the  three 
degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  and  by  so 
doing  invades  the  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  who  has  the  sole 
jurisdiction  over  those  degrees  in  that  State.  These  statements  are  made  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  true  point  at  issue  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Louisiana  and  the  Grand  Orient  of  France. 

So  far  therefore  as  the  establishment  of  the  spurious  Supreme  Council  of 
Louisiana,  claiming  to  work  in  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Bite,  is 
concerned,  neither  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  nor  this  Grand  Lodge,  would 
feel  called  upon  to  interfere,  if  it  was  not  for  the  fact  that  it  confers  the  degrees 
of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  in  addition  to  the 
higher  degrees  of  that  rite,  so  that  its  establishment,  without  right,  and  its  late 
recognition  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  form  flagrant  violations  of  the 
jurisdictional  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana.  It  follows  as  a  matter 
of  course  that  any  invasion  of  the  jurisdictional  rights  of  one  of  the  Grand 
Lodges^of  the  United  States  menaces  the  stability  of  the  other  Grand  Lodges. 
We  must  therefore  defend  the  rights  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodge;  we  must  make 
common  cause  with  her;  we  cannot  sit  by  supine  and  unmoved  when  one  of 
the  most  influential  Grand  Masonic  bodies  in  the  world,  with  subordinates  in 
Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  the  islands  of  the  ocean,  makes  such  a  bold  attack 
upon  her  rights;  we  must  promptly  resent  such  unwarranted  invasion. 

The  very  fact  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  ten  years  ago  withdrew  her 
recognition  of  this  same  spurious  Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana,  which  she 
had  previously  recognized,  and  expelled  its  founder,  Foulhouze,  because  he 
refused  at  her  command  to  dissolve  that  illegitimate  body,  and  now  again 
recognizes  her  for  political  and  socialistic  purposes  that  are  sufficiently 
apparent,  notwithstanding  the  special  pleadings  of  Bro.  HERMiTrE,  in  his 
recent  report  to  the  Grand  Master  of  France,  and  the  subsequent  endorsement 
of  that  recognition  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  at  its  annual  convention  in 
July  last,  exhibits  the  animus  that  governed  that  body,  and  adds  insult  to  the 
injury  complained  of.  A  perusal  of  the  debate  on  that  subject,  which  will 
appear  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  will  satisfy  any  one  that  there  is  no  present  prospect  that  the 
Grand  Orient  will  recede  from  its  position  in  this  matter. 

In  this  connection  the  committee  will  remark,  that  besides  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Louisiana,  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  York  and  Texas  have  already  dissolved 
all  fraternal  relations  with  the  Grand  Orient,  whilst  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Maine,  which  had  acted  upon  this  subject 
before  information  had  been  received  of  the  late  action  of  the  Grand  Orient,  at 
its  annual  meeting  in  July  last,  whilst  they  denounced  the  course  pursued  by 
that  body,  expressed  their  hopes  that  she  would  withdraw  her  recognition  of 
this  spurious  Supreme  Council  and  thereby  restore  the  fraternal  relations  that 
had  been  disrupted.  Further  information,  however,  has  shown  that  these  hopes, 
so  anxiously  expressed,  are  for  the  present*  vain. 
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In  view  therefore,  of  the  present  attitude  of  the  subject,  the  Committee  have 
ho  hesitation  in  recommending  the  adoptien  of  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions,  viz : 

Whereas,  It  is  manifest  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  by  the  late  recognition 
by  its  Grand  Master,  General  Millixet,  of  the  spurious  Supreme  Council  of 
Louisiana,  and  the  recent  endorsement  of  said  recognition  by  the  said  Grand 
Orient,  at  its  last  July  meeting,  after  having,  ten  years  ago,  denounced  it  and 
expelled  its  founder  for  refusing  to  dissolve  it,  evidences  a  settled  determination 
on  the  part  of  the  said  Grand  Orient  to  uphold  and  countenance  a  most  flagrant 
invasion  of  the  jurisdictional  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana ;  therefore. 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky ,  That  all  Masonic  intercourse 
with  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  be  now  dissolved ;  and  that  the  Lodges  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and.  all  Masons  holding  allegiance  to  it,  are 
hereby  forbidden  to  receive  as  visitors,  or  hold  Masonic  intercourse  with,  any 
Mason  owing  allegiance  to  said  Grand  Orient  of  France,  or  any  Masonic  bod\ 
under  its  jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  an  authenticated  copy  of  this  report,  preamble  and  resolutions 
be  transmited  by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  and  to 
all  Masonic  bodies  in  correspondence  with  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 


J.  M.  S.  McCORKLE. 
FRED.  WEBBER. 

H.  .JONES,  Jr. 


We  have  detailed  at  such  length  in  our  report  the  affairs  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  that  we  can  only  further  state,  that  during 
the  year  under  review : 


Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  G.  W.  Catlett,  P.  S.  G.  W.  Willi.- 
P.  Coleman  and  P.  J.  G.  W.  Henry  Regenburg  have  finished 
their  labors  and  gone  to  their  reward.  Memorial  pages  are  devoted 
to  each  of  them. 

Also,  we  notice,  that  during  the  same  period  the  State  has  been 
redistricted  for  Masonic  purposes.  We  cannot  notice  the  workings  ol 
“The  Louisiana  Relief  Lodge,”  nor  the  progress  of  their  “Masonic 
Temple,”  nor  their  “Grand  Lodge  Library,”  nor  the  New  Orleans 
“  Masonic  Cemetery,”  all  of  which  are  worthy  of  commendation. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  was 
submitted  by  Brothers  James  P.  Scott,  Joseph  P.  Horner  and 
A.  Goldman.  It  is  a  very  interesting  document  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  octavo  pages  closely  printed  in  small  type.  It  ahlv  reviews  the 
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proceedings  of  thirty -nine  North  American  Grand  Lodges  and  of 
several  ‘‘Foreign  Lodges.”  Five  pages  of  the  report  are  devoted  to 
Pennsylvania. 

t 

Brother  Samuel  Manning  Todd  was  elected  and  duly  installed 
as  Grand  Master. 

From  the  general  summary  it  appears  that  the  number  of  Lodges 
are  138. 

Number  of  meetings  held  in  all  the  Lodges  during  the 

O  O  o 


year  ........  2536 

N umber  of  Members,  6099 

“  Initiated,  602 

“  Passed,  518 

“  Raised,  490 

“  Dead,  142 


MAINE. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  assem¬ 
bled  at  Masonic  Hall,  Portland,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1869,  Timothy 
J.  Murray,  Grand  Master. 

\ 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  refers  to  the  fact  that  another 
year  will  complete  a  half-century  of  the  existence  of  that  Grand  body, 
and  recommends  that  the  epoch  be  marked  by  Masonic  recognition. 
He  advises  “that  the  office  of  D.  D.  Grand  Master  be  dispensed  with, 
and  pay  the  Grand  Master  a  salary  ;  require  him  to  devote  his  time 
to  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  subordinates,  and  to  visit,  if 
possible,  each  one  of  the  latter  during  the  year.” 

We  think  this  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  would  not 
have  the  effect  intended  by  Grand  Master  Murray,  that  it  is  an 
innovation  upon  the  body  of  Masonry  ;  that  the  office  of  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  would  be  shorn  of  much  of  its  honors,  should  it  be  set  up 
to  be  bid  for  as  a  thing  of  barter  and  trade,  or  to  be  electioneered  for 
as  a  thing  of  profit.  Our  brethren  of  Maine  may  adopt  this  suggestion, 
but  we  hope  in  Pennsylvania  the  office  of  Grand  Master  will  continue 
to  be  a  post  of  honor,  and  not  emolument ;  that  it  will  never  be 
sought  after  for  lucre  or  gain.  Let  the  honor  conferred  upon  the 
occupant  by  the  position  be  the  sole  reward. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  MASONIC  HISTORY. 


This  Committee  receives  the  information  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  write  the  history  of  the  order  in  that  jurisdiction,  by  having  the 
history  of  each  Subordinate  Lodge  written  by  a  brother  competent  to 
perform  the  duty,  and  transmitted  to  them. 

report  of  committee  on  foreign  correspondence. 

The  report  of  this  Committee  is  signed  by  Brothers  Jonah  IT. 
Dummond,  Freeman  Bradford,  and  Moses  Dodge.  It  reviews 
the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho,  Kentucky,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  Nebraska,  for  1S67,  and  forty-five  other  Grand  Lodges, 
including  several  foreign  jurisdictions.  Thirty-one  of  those  of  the 
United  States  being  for  1868. 


The  Committer  differ  with  us  as  to  the  proper  subjects  to  be  noticed 
by  corresponding  Committees,  and  think  we  err  in  giving  decisions  of 
other  Grand  Lodges  in  very  few  instances.  The  brethren  misunder¬ 
stand  us  and  the  position  we  take.  When  the  decision  infringes  a 
general  and  well-known  Masonic  law  or  the  established  landmarks  of 
the  Order,  we  will  cry  aloud  against  the  decision  and  spare  not.  But 
we  will  never  burthen  our  pages,  by  giving  the  decision  of  questions 
of  no  vital  importance  to  the  well-being  of  the  Order,  or  which  are 
onlv  matters  of  local  regulation,  much  less  will  we  discuss  them. 
Masonic  unity  is  too  valuable  a  possession  to  be  endangered  In 
fruitless  discussions.  We  respectfully  decline  to  follow  their  recom¬ 
mendation,  preferring  our  own  way  of  doing  things. 


GRAND  ORIENT  OF  FRANCE. 

It  o-iyes  us  pleasure  to  find  that  Maine  is  right  on  the  question  in 
dispute  between  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Louisiana.  We  give  her  resolves  in  relation  to  the  matter,  as  follows  : 


RESOLUTIONS  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  RECOGNITION  OF  SPURIOUS 
LODGES  IN  LOUISIANA,  BY  THE  GRAND  ORIENT  OF  FRAN(  E. 

u  ReSOlved ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  most  earnestly  protests 
against  the  action^of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  in  recognizing 
spurious  Lodges  established  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 

Lodge  of  Louisiana. 
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“  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  is  fraternally  besought 
to  reconsider  and  rescind  its  action  in  this  matter,  inasmuch  as  this 
Grand  Lodge  must  hold  that  Masons  who  recognize  clandestine 
Masons,  are  clandestine  themselves.” 

u  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  directed  to  forward  copies 
of  the  proceedings  containing  these  Resolutions,  to  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France,  with  a  letter  under  seal  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  requesting 
their  immediate  consideration.” 

No.  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  146  ;  and  4  U.  IX, — 150 
No.  of  Members,  .......  14,121 

Admitted  during  the  year, . 650 

Rejected,.  . . 148 
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MARYLAND. 


We  have  received  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Stewards’  Lodge,  of  Maryland,  at  meetings  held  on  the  21st  of  May, 
June  4th,  July  20th,  September  17th  and  24th,  October  1st  and  20th, 
December  3d  and  10th,  1868,  and  January  7th  and  23d,  February 
15th,  and  April  1st,  1869.  Most  of  the  local  and  current  business  of 
the  Craft  appears  to  be  transacted  at  these  meetings. 

Amongst  the  proceedings  of  these  meetings,  we  find  an  appeal  from 
Monumental  Lodge,  No.  96,  attracting  considerable  attention. 

It  appears  that  a  dispute  arose  between  two  members  of  that  Lodge, 
in  relation  to  the  reception  by  one  of  them  of  a  sum  of  money,  claimed 
by  the  other  to  belong  to  him.  After  the  matter  had  been  decided  by 
the  Subordinate  Lodge,  the  case  was.  removed  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by 
appeal.  The  Grand  Lodge  dismissed  the  case,  because  it  was  the  opinion 
of  that  Lodge,  that  the  charge  preferred  against  the  brother  having 
grown  out  of  a  dispute  in  relation  to  holding  funds  improperly  by 

Brother  F - ,  is  not  a  proper  subject  of  adjudication  by  a  Lodge, 

but  should  be  left  to  the  determination  of  the  civil  courts. 

We  think  the  Grand  Stewards’  Lodge  showed  their  good  sense  in 
the  action  taken  by  them  in  this  case.  Lodges,  Subordinate  or  Grand, 
are  not  the  proper  tribunals  to  adjudicate  upon  such  matters,  unless 
the  parties  agree  to  submit  to  their  determination  and  final  abitra- 
ment,  and  even  then  their  assuming  jurisdiction  is  perhaps  generally 
followed  by  bad  feeling,  and  produces  discontent  in  the  Lodge. 

We  have  also  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  an 
Annual  Communication,  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  on  the  16th,  17th,  and  18tli  of  November,  1868,  M.  W. 
John  Coates,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  Ilis  annual  address  is  a 
short  one.  He  advises  each  member  of  each  Subordinate  Lodge  to 
subscribe  for  one  share  of  stock  of  the  Masonic  Temple  then  comple¬ 
ted.  The  price  we  believe  w#s  ten  dollars  per  share.  He  announces 
the  demise  of  Past  Master  Wm.  Richard  Hurst.  Also  that  of  Bro. 
Samuel  Pickering. 

A  memorial  page  (as  given  by  us,)  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
each  of  the  deceased  brethren. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 


PAST  MASTER 


W.  Richard  Hurst, 


MEMBER  OF  THE 

Building  Committee  of  Masonic  Temple, 

ANCIENT  FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS 


OF 


MARYLAND. 


A  Just  and  Upright  Mason. 


d  i e d  June  i  ,  A «  L •  ^  8  6  8  • 


IN  MEMORY 


Samuel  Pickering, 


Mystic  Circle  Lodge,  109, 

A.  F.  and  A.  M. 


His  exemplary  life  gained  for  him  the  good  opinion  of  all. 
The  munificent  gift  of  his  whole  estate,  ($24,950) 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland, 
to  be  invested  as  a 


CHARITY  FUND, 

tells  how  faithfully  and  beautifully  was  carried  out  by 
him  that  principle  of  Masonry,  which  teaches, 

“  The  greatest  of  all  these  is 
Charity.” 


% 


Died  August  31,  A.  L.  5868. 
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In  his  address,  the  Grand  Master  also  says  : 

“  We  have  in  course  of  erection  a  Masonic  Temple.  Our  debt  will 
be  large.  We  say  to  our  Masonic  brethren,  to  whom  much  wealth 
has  been  bestowed  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe,  and  to  whom 
he  has  given  no  children,  how  better  can  you  dispose  of  it  when  you 
leave  this  world  than  by  following  the  good  example  of  our  deceased 
brother  Samuel  Pickering,  to  be  invested  as  a  charity  fund.” 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  is  written 
by  Wm.  J.  Wroth,  the  Chairman.  It  ably  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
forty-one  Grand  Lodges,  including  that  of  Canada.  It  comprises  an 
8mo.  volume  of  (138)  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pages.  Brother 
Wroth  kindly  copies  into  his  report  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the 
address  of  Grand  Master  Vaux  in  relation  to  the  examination  by 
Lodges  out  of  this  jurisdiction,  of  Pennsylvania  Masons  who  are  de- 
sirious  of  visiting  their  Lodges  ;  the  substance  of  which  is,  that  as  the 
formula  of  examination  differs  in  our  Lodges  from  most  of  the  other 
State  Grand  Lodge  jurisdictions,  they  are  often  examined  on  non- 
essentials,  which  he  recommends  be  omitted,  and  the  examination 
confined  to  essentials.  Grand  Master  Yaux’s  request  is  so  reasonable 
that  it  seems  strange  that  any  of  our  brethren  abroad  should  object 
to  it.  We  think  ours  is  the  proper  formula ,  and  as  it  contains  all 
that  is  essential  to  an  examination,  and  no  one  can  answer  its  requisi¬ 
tions  who  is  not  a  Mason  in  good  standing,  our  system  cannot  debar 
any  brother  from  abroad  being  admitted  to  visit  us,  who  is  entitled  to. 
Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  propounding  of  non-essential  questions, 
and  which  are  not  relating  to  its  landmarks,  tends  to  prevent  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Masons  from  the  full  enjoyment  of  Masonic  privileges,  when 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  their  own  Grand  Lodge. 

We  have  also  received  the  proceedings  of  the  semi-annual  Com¬ 
munication  of  tile  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland,  held  at  the  Masonic 
Temple  in  Baltimore,  on  the  10th  and  11th  of  May,  1869.  Francis 
Burns,  R.  W.  D.  G.  M. ,  presiding. 

Nothing  was  done  which  was  not  of  a  local  character,  and  interest¬ 
ing  to  other  jurisdictions. 

The  opening  prayer  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  McCron,  R.  W.  Grand  Chap¬ 
lain,  is  so  beautiful,  and  as  it  is  a  perfect  model  of  a  form  of  prayer,  » 
we  give  itientire. 
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PRAYER. 


“  Thou  great  and  glorious  Almighty,  who  art  ‘  the  same  yesterday,  to  day, 
and  forever ;  ’  from  whose  designing  mind  and  will  the  beautiful  fabric  of 
creation  arose  ; — and  by  whose  superintending  care  Thy  creatures  have  been 
preserved  ;  we  offer  Thee  our  grateful  homage  ‘  for  our  creation,  preservation, 
and  all  the  blessings  of  this  life,’ — blessings  which  have  met  all  the  wants  of 
our  bodies  and  our  souls,  and  scattered  beatitudes  innumerable  over  all  the 
intelligent  and  moral  members  of  Thy  universal  family. 

“We  thank  Thee  for  the  healthful  preservation  of  our  beloved  Order,  in  all  the 
harmony  and  prosperity  that  our  fraternity  can  desire  ;  and  for  the  favorable 
auspices  under  which  we  are  at  present  convened. 

“We  thank  Thee  for  the  completion  of  our  Temple,  (without  injury  to  any,) 
which  has  risen  in  all  its  beautiful  proportions,  emblematic  of  the  grandeur 
and  symmetry  of  our  principles,  and  which  we  hope  shortly  to  dedicate  to  Thee, 
the  great  Father  of  us  all. 

“  We  pray  for  a  dispensation  of  Thy  divine  wisdom  on  this  occasion,  that  our 
deliberations  may  harmonize  with  Thy  will,  and  be  promotive  of  our  welfare 
as  an  Order. 

“  Help  us  to  carry  out  the  holy  principles  that  are  the  basis  of  our  teachings 
and  profession,  and  are  symbolically  set  forth  in  our  work.  Keep  the  members 
in  full  enjoyment  of  Thy  gracious  assistance,  that  all  may  worthily  magnify 
Thy  glorious  name,  in  the  world  below,  and  be  ultimately  admitted  to  the 
brotherhood  of  saints  above  ;  and  to  Thy  great  name  shall  be  all  the  glory  as¬ 
cribed  by  us,  and  all  Thy  Israel,  forever.—  Amen,  so  mote  it  be.” 


ECONOMY. 

Grand  Master  Coates,  not  being  present,  sent  a  communication  to 
the  Grand  Lodge,  suggesting  that  the  new  Masonic  Temple  be  dedi¬ 
cated  without  any  public  demonstration,  as  that  would  involve  a 
heavy  expenditure  of  money,  as  in  his  opinion  the  faithful  discharge 
of  the  obligations  contracted  in  the  building  of  the  temple,  upon 
which  their  honor  depends,  demands  the  strictest  economy  in  the 
management  of  their  finances. 

INCREASE  OF  STOCK. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  increasing  the  Stock  of  the  Temple  to 

$300,000. 


10 
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CHARITY  FUND. 

The  Charity  Fund  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans  of  Masons, 
amounts  to  $66,155.42. 

From  the  reports  made  to  this  Grand  Communication,  it  appears 
as  follows : 

Number  of  Lodges . 71 

Master  Masons, . 4,791 

Fellow  Crafts, . 110 

Entered  Apprentices, . 228 

Initiations,  . . 251 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

W e  have  received  the  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Quarterly 
Communications,  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  Boston,  on  the  lltli  day 
of  March,  June  10th,  and  September  9th,  1868.  The}'  contain  nothing 
of  general  interest,  being  confined  to  local  matters. 

The  Annual  Communication  was  held  December  9tli,  1869,  at  the 
Masonic  Hall,  Boston.  M.  W.  Charles  C.  Dame,  Grand  Master, 
in  the  chair. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  the  usual  opening  address.  From  it 
we  make  the  following  extracts  : 

GRAND  LODGES  OF  NEW  BRUNSWICK  AND  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

UI  have  received  communications  from  brethren  endeavoring  to 
establish  an  Independent  Grand  Lodge  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  also  in 
New  Brunswick. 

u  I  am  not  aware  that  these  brethren  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  accom¬ 
plishing  their  wishes  in  their  respective  Provinces,  and  I  would  caution 
this  Grand  Lodge  to  consider  well  the  rights  of  all  parties,  as  well  as 
the  great  principles  of  our  Order,  before  making  themselves  a  party  to 
the  questions  in  issue  between  these  brethren  and  their  present  Grand 
Lodges.  Sundry  documents  received  by  me.  relating  to  this  matter, 
accompany  this  address.” 

STATE  OF  THE  DEBT,  ETC. 

“One  year  ago  last  July,  the  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  about 
$435,312.81.  At  the  present  time  it  is  about  $375,000,  showing  a 
reduction  in  eighteen  months  of  about  $60,000. 
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u  The  floating  debt  at  the  present  time  is  about  $116, OUU,  as  follows  : 
$10,600  due  in  1870-71,  $40,000  due  in  February  next,  and  $65,500  on 
temporary  notes  given  at  four  months. 

;'Tlie  current  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  past  year  have 
been  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  amount  (about  $6,000,)  being  but 
little  more  than  one  half  of  some  former  years.  The  most  rigid 
economy  has  been  exercised  on  all  occasions. 

“  It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  the  floating  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  still  remains 
unliquidated.  1  was  very  confident  in  the  expectation,  when  I  last 
addressed  you  on  the  subject,  that  I  should  at  the  present  communica¬ 
tion  be  able  to  announce  to  you  that  this  most  embarrassing  part  of  our 
debt  had  been  at  least  so  far  removed  as  to  leave  no  cause  of  uneasiness 
and  that  the  only  incumbrance  upon  our  finances  was  the  amount 
secured  by  mortgage  upon  the  property,  which  would  be  amply 
protectected  by  the  income  from  rents  and  other  sources.  In  this  I 
am  pained  to  say.  I  have  been  greatly  disappointed. 

CAPITATION  TAX. 

“  The  receipts  from  the  Capitation  Tax  the  past  year  have  not  been 
what  they  should  have  been.  The  Lodges,  with  some  honorable 
exceptions,  have  not  in  this  respect  come  up  to  their  engagements 
with  the  promptness  and  fidelity7-  which  their  own  interest  and  the 
reputation  of  the  Fraternity  in  this  old  jurisdiction  imperatively 
demand. 

•x*  -x-  -x-  -x-  -a-  x*  -x- 

“But  this  condition  ought  not,  and  cannot,  be  allowed  to  continue. 
The  debt  must  be  paid,  and  that  without  further  delay.  With  little 
less  than  twenty  thousand  members,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  it  is  wholly  inexcusable  that  the  credit  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  should  be  held  in  such  jeopardy.  To  a  body  like 
this,  composed,  as  it  mostly  is,  of  active  business  men,  the  sum 
required  to  meet  all  its  immediate  demands  is  insignificant.  For  the 
payment  of  this  debt  the  faith  of  the  Grand  Lodge  stands  pledged  upon 
its  records,  b}-  a  unanimous  vote,  and  this  pledge  must  be  redeemed, 
or  its  business  character  irretrievably  dishonored.  The  prompt  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  paltry  suih  required  by  a  commutation  of  the  Capitation 
Tax,  or  the  contribution  of  five  dollars  by  each  individual  member, 
whose  name  is  borne  upon  our  rolls,  would  immediately  relieve  the 
government  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  the  mortifying  embarrassments 
under  which  they  have  been  struggling  for  the  last  two  years.  Is  it 
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just;  is  it  generous;  is  it  honorable, . that  this  struggle  should 
continue  ?  I  do  not  ask  for  individual  contributions,  but  I  do  ask,  in 
the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  vindication  of  its  past  honorable 
history,  and  in  behalf  of  its  endangered  reputation  for  integrity,  that 
the  Lodges  and  the  brethren  all,  throughout  the  commonwealth,  loving 
and  knowing  it  as  I  know  they  do,  will  unitedly  and  of  one  accord,  put 
their  hands  to  the  work  and  relieve  it  of  its  pressing  necessities  and 
pending  danger. 

DELINQUENT  LODGES. 

“In  my  last  annual  address,  it  became  my  duty  to  report  the 
delinquency  of  two  of  the  Lodges  in  the  Ninth  District,  in  refusing 
to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  imposing  a  capitation 
tax  on  its  members.  One  of  these  Lodges  has  since  so  far  discharged 
its  obligations  as  a  Lodge,  in  that  particular,  as  to  account  for  most  of 
its  members,  but  especially  reporting  twelve  of  its  members,  whose 
names  are  herewith  submitted,  as  refusing  to  comply  with  the  order. 
The  refusal  requires  the  immediate  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

u  The  other,  Evening  Star  Lodge,  at  Lee,  has  not  only  persisted  in 
its  recusancy,  but,  though  frequently  called  upon  by  the  Deputy  for 
the  District,  and  written  to  by  your  Grand  Master,  has  treated  the 
calls  of  the  former  with  studied  neglect,  and  the  communications  of 
the  latter  with  marked  contempt.  Such  a  defiance  of  the  authority 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  an  insult  to  its  official  head,  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  reprove  with  all  the  severity  with  which  I  am  invested.  I 
accordingly,  (as  authorized  by  the  first  section  of  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Constitution,)  on  the  twentieth  day  of  November,  directed  my 
mandamus  to  the  R.  W.  Brother  Henry  Chickering,  Deputy  for 
the  District,  commanding  him  to  proceed  to  Lee,  and  to  demand  of  the 
Master  and  Wardens  of  said  Lodge  the  payment  of  the  capitation  tax 
on  its  members  for  the  years  1S67  and  1808,  and  on  further  neglect  or 
refusal  to  meet  this  demand  against  them,  then  and  in  that  case  to 
suspend  the  Lodge  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  The 
exercise  of  this  high  power  has  been  one  of  the  most  painful  of  my 
official  duties,  but  it  was  one  which  I  was  not  at  liberty,  under  my 
official  obligation,  to  decline.  The  offence  was  an  act  of  insubordination, 
and  a  denial  of  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which,  if  passed 
over  in  silence,  would  establish  a  precedent  ruinous  to  all 'Masonic 
government.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  add,  however,  that  within  a 
few  days  the  R.  W.  D.  D.  Grand  Master  has  reported  that  this  Lodge 
has  paid  the  capitation  tax  for  1867,  and  has  made  its  returns  and 
payment  of  dues  for  the  current  year,  and  the  mandamus  was  returned 
without  further  process.” 
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In  conclusion  he  says :  4 4  Three  years  since,  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  elect  me  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  I  have  held  the  place,  and, 

I  trust,  not  altogether  unacceptably  performed  its  duties,  for  the  entire 
term  which,  by  our  constitution,  I  am  allowed  to  occupy  it.  To  day 
I  return  it  to  you,  with  my  grateful  acknowledgements  for  the  many 
kindnesses  and  favors  I  have  received  while  in  the  discharge  of  my 
official  duties,  and  with  the  assurances  of  my  continued  interest  in  the 
future  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Grand  Lodge.’1 

R.  W.  Brother  William  Sew  all  Gardner,  of  Boston,  was 
elected  Grand  Master  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  was  duly  installed  at 
a  stated  communication  held  December  29tli,  186S  ;  on  which  occasion 
he  delivered  an  able  address.  We  copy  from  it  the  following : 

“In  view  of  the  wonderful  increase  of  the  Fraternity,  the  brethren 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  1864,  determined  to  erect  a  Temple  which 
should  at  once  be  a  monument  of  Masonic  enterprize  and  a  home  for 
the  Craft.  Reserving  the  history  of  this  building  for  future  occasions, 

I  will  only  add  now  that  the  Temple  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of 
about  $423,127.01,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather,  and  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  is  now  indebted  to  the  amount  of  $377,460.79.  The 
interest  which  it  has  assumed  to  pay  annually  is  $29,882*31* 

*  *  *  *  -X-  *  *  * 

“Before  these  liabilities  accrued,  the  care  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
comparatively  light,  and  the  duties  of  the  executive  officers  few. 

“Xow  the  Grand  Lodge  has  become  a  corporation,  and  its  financial 
interests  exceed  all  others.  It  reckons  not  by  thousands,  but  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  it  has  become  a  recognized 
borrower  of  money  in  the  busy  marts  of  trade.  Its  notes  mature  and 
must  be  paid.  Interest  accumulates,  bills  become  due.  Thus  Masonry, 
which  has  carefully  kept  aloof  from  the  influences  and  excitements  of 
the  world,  has  in  a  measure  become  mixed  up  with  them.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts  has  thus  entered  upon  its  new  and  untried 
experiment.  The  care  of  the  Lodges,  the  preservation  and  perfection 
of  the  ritual,  charity,  which  should  be  our  great  object,  becomes  sub¬ 
ordinate  to  the  greater  duty  of  paying  our  debts  and  meeting  our 
engagements. 

“The  overshadowing  importance  of  our  financial  embarrassment 
meets  us  at  every  point,  and  oppresses  the  administration  of  affairs  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  It  would  be  wise  to  dissever  the  financial  and 
purely  Masonic  duties  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  place  them  in  separate 
official  departments  so  that  one  should  not  interfere  with  the  other. 
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u  A  complete  knowledge  of  our  ritual  and  jurisprudence  will  not 
aid  in  raising  money  or  paying  our  debts.  It  is  impossible  now  to  say 
how  much  would  have  been  saved  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  if  some  such 
plan  had  been  adopted  as  early  as  1864. 

The  impression  exists  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  exclusive,  and  that 
the  Fraternity  at  large  have  no  interest  in  it.  Nothing  could  be  more 
erroneous.  Grand  Lodges  are  comparatively  of  modern  origin.  They 
formerly  met  in  general  convention  to  elect  Grand  Masters,  and  trans¬ 
act  general  business  for  the  good  of  the  Craft.  Such  was  the  practice 
in  England.  In  time  these  conventions  became  unwieldy,  and  the 
necessity  arose  of  forming  Grand  Lodges  upon  the  representation 
principle  by  which  the  administration  of  Masonic  affairs  could  be 
conducted  with  greater  regularity  and  less  confusion.  The  inherent 
power  of  a  Mason  is  none  the  less  now  than  in  the  days  of  the  ‘  General 
Assembly .’  In  our  Grand  Lodge  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  the 
respective  Lodges  are  members.  Through  them  every  member  of  the 
Subordinate  Lodge  is  represented,  and  the  power  of  the  brethren  is 
so  far  preserved  that  now,  as  in  ancient  times,  they  have  the  constitu¬ 
tional  right  to  instruct  their  Masters  and  Wardens  how  to  vote  and 
act  in  Grand  Lodge.  There  is  no  exclusive  power  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  all  time,  although  in  the  exercise  of  its  authority  the  Craft  has 
invested  it  with  authority  over  all  the  brethren  in  the  jurisdiction,  and 
to  its  decrees  and  edicts  unlimited  obedience  must  be  paid.  ‘  Every 
warranted  Lodge  is  a  constituent  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge ,  in  which 
Assembly  all  the  powers  of  the  Fraternity  reside ,’  say  our  own 
constitutions.  The  brethren  throughout  the  jurisdiction  elect  the 
Masters  and  Wardens,  who  control  the  destinies  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  the  brethren  of  the  separate  Lodges  can  direct  the  action  of  their 
representatives.  Thus  the  decrees,  edicts,  regulations,  and  constitu¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  can  be  changed  whenever  the  Craft  consider 
it  wise  and  judicious  so  to  do.  The  power  of  the  Grand  Master  is 
unquestionably  great,  inasmuch  as  no  appeal  lies  from  his  decision. 
But  his  election  occurs  annually,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  votes 
must  concur,  and  the  opportunity  to  remove  an  arbitrary  and  unrea¬ 
sonable  officer  speedily  occurs. 

*  -X-  *  -X-  -X-  -X-  #  * 

u  Permanent  membership  is  a  part  of  our  Masonic  system,  and  is 
as  old  as  the  history  of  Grand  Lodges.  These  members  have  been 
selected  for  their  Masonic  worth  and  experience  by  two-thirds  of  the 
brethren  composing  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  they  have  never  acted  nor  voted  as  a  unit  on  any  matter  upon 
which  the  other  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  have  been  divided. 

■Xc  •«-  -vr  -x-  -X- 


The  object  probably  of  making  this  kind  of  membership  in  Giand 
Lodges  was  to  preserve  from  destruction  the  Grand  Body  itself. 
Whatever  calamity  might  befall  the  institution  at  large,  or  come 
upon  the  Lodges,  this  peculiar  membership  would  perpetuate  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  protect  it  from  annihilation. 

u  Should  every  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  cease  to  exist,  the  Giand 
Lodge  would  not  thereby  necessarily  die.  In  the  calm  quiet  of  it'' 
own  secluded  retreat,  it  could  preserve  its  vitality  until  the  propei 
time  came  to  re-establish  its  subordinates,  and  again  exeiche  it> 
powers.  Even  this  precaution  did  not  preserve  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan  from  disorganization.  In  the  excitement  of  anti-masoni} , 
that  Grand  Body  disbanded,  and  lost  its  very  existence,  and  when  in 
more  peaceful  times,  it  sought  to  renew  its  life,  it  was  determined  1h 
the  judgment  of  its  sister  Grand  Lodges,  that  it  did  not  possess  it . 
that  its  existence  had  terminated,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan  could  be  established  only  by  the  action  of  the  Lodges  of 
the  State. 

•  %  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

‘*  The  Grand  Master  is  the  servant  of  all ;  appointed  to  a  high  and 
dignified  position,  to  enforce  the  rules  and  regulations,  both  ,  ancient 
and  modern,  made  by  the  Craft  for  the  government  of  the  Craft. 

“  The  Grand  Lodge  is  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeal  in  all  Masonic 
cases,  and  mav  be  addressed  by  appeal,  petition,  or  memoiial. 
Inasmuch  as  it  is  the  governing  power  of  Masonry,  the  high  Couit 
of  last  resort,  every  facility  should  be  afforded  the  members  of  the 
Craft,  and  to  its  subordinates,  to  lay  their  grievances  and  complaints 
before  it  in  accordance  with  the  constitutions,  and  give  them  patient 
hearing.  Between  it  and  them  there  should  ever  exist  the  fullest 
confidence.  The  weight  and  authority  of  the  one  should  net  ei 
oppress  the  others,  and  they  on  their  part,  should  ever  sustain  it  in  it'' 
government.” 

Annexed  to  the  report  of  the  proceedings  is  “  Ihe  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  and  general  regulations,”  and  a  copy  of 
the  Act  of*  Assembly  incorporating  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  also  a  glossary 
of  Masonic  terms,  and  the  resolutions  and  orders  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
now  in  force. 

The  proceedings  do  not  contain  a  report  on  1  oreign  Correspondence, 
nor  do  they  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  reports  of  proceedings  of 
other  Grand  Lodges  for  the  past  year. 

The  number  of  Lodges  up  to  December  29tli,  1808,  170  ;  besides  the 
following  working  under  charters  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts,  to  wit:  Ancient  Land  Mark  of  Dong  Que,  at 
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Shanghae,  China;  Bethsaida  Lodge,  Valparaiso,  South  America; 
Hiram  of  Copiapo,  Chili,  South  America ;  J.  L.  Hutchinson  Lodge, 
Arica,  Peru,  South  America. 

Members  reported  as  initiated  in  all  the  Lodges  in  1868,  2094  ;  whole 
number  of  members,  18,364. 


MICHIGAN. 


The  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  held  its  Annual  Communication  at 
Masonic  Hall  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
January,  (13th,)  1869. 

M.  W.  S.  C.  Coffinbuiit,  Grand  Master.  At  High  Twelve  the 
Grand  Master  called  the  Lodge  to  order.  Two  hundred  and  forty- 
three  Lodges  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  stated  that  many  new  brethren 
have  been  added  by  initiation  during  the  year.  u  The  accepted  have 
been  of  a  high  order  of  men,  embracing  not  only  some  who  are 
deservedly  distinguished  for  their  prominence  as  citizens  and  members 
of  society,  but  who  are  justly  eminent  for  their  moral  stability  and 
pure  integrity.  The  active  business  men,  the  worthy  mechanics  and 
laborers,  the  professional  classes,  the  youth  and  the  middle-aged  have 
long  been  seeking  the  peaceful  asylum  of  our  Order,  but  recently  the 
more  aged  philosopher,  the  gray-haired  and  the  profound  thinker  have 
sought  our  school  of  ethics.”  He  states  their  relations  with  sister 
Lodges  North  and  South  are  harmonious.  He  also  states  that  he 
granted  twelve  dispensations  for  new  Lodges  within  the  year.  He 
reports  that  within  the  year  he  has  decided  a  great  many  questions, 
all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  two,  had  been  formerly  decided  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  or  by  a  long  course  of  acknowledged  practice.  The 
first  related  to  the  best  method  of  securing  in  that  State  to  subordinate 
Lodges  title  to  real  estate.  As  that  question  is  not  of  any  importance 
to  Pennsylvania  Lodges  under  the  uniform  mode  of  holding  their  real 
estate,  we  will  not  further  notice  it. 

The  other  question  is  novel  and  of  importance  everywhere.  It 
seems  that  an  individual  was  initiated  into  Blissfield  Lodge,  No.  114, 
and  his  customary  dues  were  remitted.  Afterwards  he  became  dissa¬ 
tisfied  with  the  Order,  and,  in  writing,  requested  the  Grand  Master  to 
grant  him  a  full  release  from  the  obligations  he  incurred  in  becoming 

a  Mason.  The  Grand  Master  refused  the  request  and  decided  : — 

1st.  That  a  Mason  cannot  in  form  resign  his  membership  of  the 
Order  ;  withdraw  himself  from  its  duties,  nor  discharge  himself  from 

its  obligations. 

/  * 
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M.  A  Lodge  has  not  the  power  to  discharge  a  Mason  from  his 
duties  as  such,  nor  absolve  him  from  his  Masonic  obligations. 

Lastly.  That  a  brother  who  will  not  endorse  the  moral  theories  of 
Masonry,  and  its  sublime  and  humane  lessons,  and  who  declares  that 
he  will  not  be  bound  by  its  solemn  obligations  ought  to  be  expelled 
from  all  the  rights  and  obligations  of  Masonry. 

OLD  AXdlOR  LODGE. 

A  Lodge  was  chartered  at  Kalamazoo  under  this  name,  with  the 
Ho.  87.  In  consequence  of  the  paucity  of  the  population  of  the  place, 
another  Lodge  having  been  previously  established,  it  was  found  to  be 
unnecessary,  and  the  charter  surrendered,  and  all  other  ^proper  acts 
performed  necessary  to  make  the  surrender  perfect.  After  the  lapse 
of  several  years  Kalamazoo  has  become  a  large  and  populous  town, 
and  the  number  of  Masons  too  large  to  be  accommodated  with  one 
hall.  Several  of  the  members  of  Old  Anchor  Lodge,  with  other 
brethren  in  good  standing,  ask  to  have  the  charter  restored  to  the 
Lodo-e  with  its  original  members,  with  all  its  former  rights  and 
privileges.  The  Grand  Master  recommends  that  it  be  done,  and 
that  its  charter  and  jewels  be  restored  to  them  without  cost  to  the 
petitioners,  as  there  is  no  law,  rule  or  constitutional  provision  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  requiring  the  payment  of  a  fee  in  such  cases.  The 
Committee  to  whom  the  Grand  Master’s  address  was  referred  reported 
in  favor  of  the  recommendation  with  the  addition  that  the  petitioners 
pay  fifty  dollars,  the  difference  between  the  price  paid  by  Lodge  -No. 
87  for  their  original  charter  and  the  price  at  present  required. 

The  Grand  Master  makes  mention  ‘  ‘  of  the  fraternal  consideration 
and  cordial  hospitality”  with  which  he  and  others  from  Michigan 
were  received  by  Grand  Master  Yaux,  on  their  visit  to  Philadelphia, 
by  invitation  to  take  part  in  the  ceremonies  attending  the  laying  of  the 
corner  stone  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  at  Philadelphia,  on  J uhe  24, 1868. 
He  commends  the  enterprise,  and  predicts  “  that  from  the  rental  of 
this  stupendous  edifice  funds  will  arise  that  will  not  only  enable  the 
Order  to  aid  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  the  poor  and  the  needy,  but 
to  do  other  works  of  a  philanthropic  nature.  ”  He  recommends  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  to  erect  a  Masonic  Temple,  “  the  site  to 
cost  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  superstructure  five  times 
that  sum.”  He  recommends  that  two  large  halls  be  finished  in  the 
building  one  for  a  Library  and  the  other  for  an  uArt  Gallery”  and 
ten  thousand  dollars  be  annually  contributed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
each  purpose.  He  estimates  that  by  increasing  the  dues  of  each 
member  from  twenty-five  cents  to  a  payment  of  one  dollar  and 


twenty-five  cents,  and  the  rent  of  the  building,  would  bring  in  so  large 
a  revenue  that  the  desired  objects  could  be  accomplished,  a  fund  suf- 
ticent  raised  for  all  charitable  purposes,  and  the  whole  debt  would  be 
extinguished  at  the  end  of  thirty  years. 

The  Grand  Master  declined  a  re-election  and  stated  that  if  re-elected 
he  would  be  obliged  to  decline  the  honor. 

OR  AND  VISITOR  AND  LECTURER  ON  UNIFORMITY  OF  WORK. 

On  this  subject  Brother  Stillman  Blanchard,  Grand  Visitor  and 
Lecturer,  made  a  voluminous  report.  Among  other  things  he  says :  “It 
is  not  strange  that  the-  faithful  brothers  who  emigrated  to  Michigan 
from,  perhaps,  every  State  of  the  Union,  and  from  almost  every 
civilized  nation  in  the  world,  when  they  devoted  their  energies  at  an 
early  period  to  building  up  our  Order  in  this  State,  should  have 
found  themselves  perplexed  with  conflicting  views  respecting  the  true 
Masonic  Ritual.  Possessing,  however,  the  grand  essentials  of  Free 
Masonry,  which  never  have  been  lost  through  ages  of  time  and  periods 
of  ignorant  and  bitter  persecutions  of  the  Order,  they  revealed  the 
essential  mysteries  to  the  initiated,  with  the  lights  they  possessed, 
and  explained  those  mysteries  in  language  necessarily  gathered  from 
varied  and  uncertain  memories.  Thus  our  early  Lodges  worked  on 
in  faith,  each  Lodge  gradually  enlarged  and  acquiring  forms  and 
language  somewhat  peculiar  to  itself.  *  *  *  *  *  *  In 

order  to  promote  uniformity  by  expelling  the  flickering  and  uncertain 
lights  which  rendered  the  darkness  more  visible,  some  of  the  ablest 
and  brightest  Masons  in  the  land,  from  twenty-seven  States  of  the 
Union,  assembled  in  convention  at  Baltimore  in  1843,  and  from  their 
true  and  faithful  memories  engrafted  on  the  body  of  Free  Masonry 
the  almost  forgotten  treasures  of  the  past,  robing  it  in  the  grand  vest¬ 
ment  of  centuries,  and  adorning  it  with  the  pure  symbolical  literature 
of  former  days,  which  never  can  mislead. 

“  Thus  divested  of  the  useless  rubbish  which  had  gathered  around  it, 
like  moss  on  the  walls  of  a  once-beautiful  and  time-worn  temple,  they 
presented  it  to  the  Craft,  not  as  their  work,  but  as  the  work  of  ages, 
„  the  substance  and  the  essence  of  all  that  is  known,  or,  perhaps  ever 
will  be  known  of  the  first  three  degrees  of  Free  Masonry,  of  which  this 
Grand  Lodge  is  but  a  link  in  the  vast  chain  that  connects  each  Mason 
with  the  workmen  on  the  unfinished  Temple,  nearly  three  thousand 
years  aoo.  *  *  *  *  *  Go  into  the  two  hundred  and 

forty-four  Lodges  reported  within  this  jurisdiction  at  the  last  Commu¬ 
nication,  and  those  working  since  under  dispensations — question  the 
Masters,  the  Wardens,  and  the  Brethren  from  the  borders  of  our  lower 


lakes,  all  over  this  Peninsular^  and  onward  to  the  rugged  shores  oi 
Lake  Superior,  where  the  Lodges  are  springing  up,  amid  their 
picturesque  scenery,  nnder  the  supervision  of  our  worthy  Brother 
Planner,  E.  W.  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  lor  the  Lppei 
Peninsular,  and  everywhere  you  will  find  order  and  uniformity  in  the 
Lectures,  Work  and  minor  details  of  the  Lodges,  as  far  as  human 
imperfections  will  permit." 

FOREIGN  (  ORRESPONDENCE. 

/ 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  prepared 
by  Brother  James  Fenton. 

The  report  ably  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-four  Grand 
Lodges,  some  of  them  for  1867,  and  some  for  1868.  The  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  is  not  reviewed  for  either  year,  as 
neither  of  them  have  been  received  by  the  committee. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  amended  and  an  article 
added,  establishing  a  Court  of  Appeals  to  which  any  brother  aggrieved 
by  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  may  appeal  in  writing  and  have 
his  case  reheard  in  such  manner  as  in  its  opinion  the  case  may 
require. 

In  our  opinion  the  establishment  of  this  Appellate  Court  tends  to 
destroy  the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  make  it  an  inferior  tribunal 
to  that  of  the  Court. 


Humber  of  Lodges,  • . *44 

44  44  Members,  ......  18,016 

Initiated  during  the  year, . 2,337 

Rejected  44  “  . 1,6  <0 

Died  1,4  u  .....  121 
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MINNESOTA. 

The  Most  Worshipful  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota,  held  its  Six¬ 
teenth  Annual  Communication  at  the  newly  erected  Masonic  Hall,  in 
the  city  of  St.  Paul,  commencing  January  12tli,  A.  D.  1869.  M.  W. 
C.  W.  Nash,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

Fifty-two  subordinate  Lodges  were  duly  represented.  A  resolution 
was  adopted  inviting  all  Master  Masons,  in  good  and  regular  standing, 
to  seats  in  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  during  its  sessions. 

The  new  hall  was  then  dedicated  in  due  Masonic  form  ;  after  which 
Brother  S.  Y.  McMasters,  D.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  Grand  Chaplain,  delivered 
an  address ;  from  which  we  make  the  following  extracts.  After 
giving  a  sketch  of  Asiatic  history,  and  the  relations  existing  between 
Jerusalem  and  Tyre,  and  the  building  of  Solomon’s  Temple,  and  ffhe 
number  of  workmen  employed,  he  continues  : 

u  Here  were  thrown  together  people  of  different  nationalities,  diverse 
languages,  and  opposing  interests.  But  it  became  necessary  that 
they  should  speak,  at  least  on  some  subjects,  a  common  language,  like 
the  language  of  modern  science,  and  that  their  interests,  as  far  as 
possible,  should  be  harmonized.  Accordingly  a  society  was  organized, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  unite  strangers  as  friends,  to  enable  them  to 
Understand  each  other  in  technical  language,  though  speaking  different 
vernacular  tongues,  and  to  unite  people  of  different  nationalities 
into  a  band  of  brothers.  In  this  society  it  is  tolerably  clear  that  the 
God  of  Israel  was  to  be  recognized,  and  the  law  of  Moses  received  as 
the  rule  of  faith  and  morals.  When  Solomon  first  proposed  the 
alliance  Hiram  rapturously  exclaimed,  ‘  Blessed  be  the  Lord  this  day, 
&c.’  This  was  equivalent  to  an  acknowledgement  of  Israel’s  God  ; 
and  many  think  that  Hiram  had  embraced  the  Jewish  faith,  since 
Israel’s  God  alone  was  called  the  Lord.  Israel,  I  presume,  was  to 
furnish  the  moral  and  religious  elements  of  the  society,  while  the 
Phoenicians  were  to  teach  the  arts  and  sciences  ;  and  all  were  pledged, 
to  be  good  men,  and  to  continue  as  Apprentices  and  Craftsmen  in  the 
art,  until  they  should  be  accomplished  workmen. 

*  *  *  *  *  -x-  *  * 

“It  was  a  Polytechnic  Institute,  in  which  morals,  religion,  and  all 
the  arts,  especially  those  connected  with  architecture,  were  thoroughly 
taught ;  their  principles  taught  by  night  in  secret  lectures,  and  ex¬ 
emplified  by  da}^  as  the  work  went  forward.  What  proportion  of 
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the  laborers  ever  became  wise  master  builders  we  have  no  means  of 
knowing  ;  but  when  the  Temple,  and  palaces,  and  other  Hebrew  v  oik> 
were  completed,  there  was  one  of  the  noblest  bands  of  accomplished 
workmen  the  world  bad  ever  seen  ;  and  the  Greek  masters  owned,  in 
after  days,  that  to  them  they  were  indebted  for  tli  eproudest  achieve¬ 
ments  of  Grecian  skill  in  architecture.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not, 
it  is,  at  least,  certain  that  their  workmen  became  travellers ,  and  went 
abroad  in  search  of  employment  and  wages;  and  the  secret  words, 
grips,  and  signs,  which  they  had  learned  at  Jerusalem,  as  the  modern 
diploma,  enabled  them  to  make  themselves  known  to  all  brethren,  as 
Apprentices,  Craftsmen,  or  Masters  of  that  school.  Thus,  even  m  the 
time  of  Solomon,  they  built,  not  only  the  Temple,  but  two  or  more  ‘ 
palaces ;  and  cities  all  over  the  land  of  Israel ;  and  also,  the  walls  that 
enclosed  Jerusalem,  constructed  the  tent  of  the  Bedouin  Arab,  and 
made  home  a  place  to  be  desired  among  all  the  nations  around. 

“As  years  sped,  so  went  these  men  of  enterprise  to  all  lands.  They 
fell  in  with  the  westward-bound  train  from  Scythia  and  Gothland  ; 
and  Greece  and  Italy,  and  all  the  States  of  Southern  Europe  shared 
in  the  benefits  which  they  had  to  confer  on  humanity  ;  Carthage,  also, 
was  built  by  them  in  Africa,  In  short,  they  carried  abroad  the  arts 
of  civilization  ;  and  thus  the  religion  of  God,  and  the  enterprise  of  the 
Phoenecians  united,  going  hand  in  hand  in  the  grand  race  of  enter¬ 
prise  and  of  mercy— have  fallen  in  with  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and 
spread  the  light  of  truth  and  of  the  arts  in  all  the  earth.  The  sailors 
of  Tyre  also  assisted  Solomon  in  navigating  his  ships  from  his  navy 
yard  at  the  head  of  the  bay  of  Akaba  to  Opliir. 

“  Such  was  the  origin,  and  such  the  operative  period  of  Masonry. 

How  long  these  societies  continued  to  be  made  up  of  operatives, 
we  have  no  means  of  knowing :  but  gradually  builders  became  capi¬ 
talists,  and  men  of  leisure,  and  of  letters  ;  and  for  this  they  were  not 
excluded  from  the  society  which  they  loved  ;  and  their  sons  were 
admitted  without  having  learned  the  trades  of  masons  and  of  builders. 
Gradually  the  temples  of  science,  and  of  the  arts,  and  of  religion, 
were  thrown  open  to  all  classes  of  men.  The  wall  of  partition  between 
Jews  and  Gentiles  was  effectually  broken  down  by  the  Gospel  of  the 
Redeemer,  and  at  length,  all  men  who  sought  the  moral  and  social 
influence  of  these  societies,  if  found  worthy,  were  permitted  to  enter. 

“  To-day  Masonry  has  entirely  ceased  to  be  an  ope  rat  B  e  thing,  in 
the  material  sense.  She  stands  as  a  moral,  social,  and  humanitarian 
institution.  She  aspires  not  to  take  the  place  of  the  Church  ot  Christ ; 
for  to  this  she  bows  as  the  human  to  the  Divine.  Like  one  of  her 
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patron  saints  she  points  to  the  Saviour  of  sinners  and  says,  ‘He  must 
increase,  but  I  must  decrease. ’  Fain  would  she  help  to  prepare  the 
way  of  the  Lord,  and  make  a  highway  in  the  world  for  the  coming  of 
her  God.  But  she  has  nothing  to  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  Gospel, 
or  the  Church.  All  she  proposes  is  to  bear  some  humble  part  in  lead¬ 
ing  men  to  Him  who  is  able  to  save  them. 

“  But  here,  unbidden,  arises  the  question,  What  is  the  moral  stand¬ 
ard  of  Masonry  ?  So  far  as  religion  is  concerned,  doubtless  a  Jew  may 
embrace  it  as  well  as  a  Christian.  She  barely  takes  the  ground  that 
God  has  revealed  himself  and  his  Law  to  man.  Neither  the  Atheist, 
nor  the  Deist  can  enter  her  Lodges.  Every  good  Mason  knows,  ‘  in 
whom  he  puts  his  trust .’  But  beyond  the  great  idea  of  God,  as 
revealed  in  the  Old  Testament,  Masonry  has  no  religious  test.” 

i 

The  annual  address  was  delivered  by  G.  M.  C.  W.  Nash. 

In  his  address  he  introduces  the  following  sensible  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  admission  of  candidates,  lie  says,  “  Masons  are  made  too  fast. 
Examine  closely  into  the  character  and  qualifications  of  a  candidate 
for  the  mysteries  of  Free  Masonry.  That  nothing  can  be  said  against 
him  is  not  sufficient;  he  should  be  ‘worthy  and  well  qualified,’ 
recommended  for  his  virtues,  and  pronounced  true  and  trusty,  so 
that  when  he  erects  his  Masonic  edifice  it  will  be  with  pleasure  to 
himself,  and  confei*  honor  on  the  Fraternity.” 

*  -x-  *  -x-  -X-  *  -X-  -X-  -X- 

In  regard  to  the  work  used  in  his  State  he  says,  “The  Deputies 
recommended  unanimously  for  my  approval,  as  the  ‘Ancient  Work,’ 
the  work  and  lectures  known  as  the  Webb  Work,  as  taught  by  Bro. 
Samuel  Wilson,  Past  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
received  by  him  from  Bro.  John  Bueney,  in  the  year  1818,  and  also 
taught  by  Bro.  Bobeet  Moeeis,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky.” 

-X-  7C  *X-  TV  -TV  VC  -X* 


After  giving  a  history  of  this  work,  he  concludes  “That  this  work 
is  that  which  Bro.  Wilson  received  from  Bro.  Bueney  in  1817 ; 
Bueney  from  Webb  in  1815;  Webb  from  Peeston  about  1795; 
Preston  from  his  predecessors  about  1775.” 

We  of  Pennsylvania  wish  to  know  if  Wilson  had  the  true  work 
why  he  is  now  denounced  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont  ?  See 
our  review  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State, 


LECTURES. 


13y  &  resolution  of  tlic  Grand  Lodge  uo  subordinate  Lodge  undoi 
this  jurisdiction,  shall  permit  any  one  but  legally  authorized  Deputies 
(or  the  Grand  Master)  to  lecture  or  instruct  said  Lodges  in  the  Work, 
and  the  Grand  Master  will  consider  it  his  duty  to  discipline  any 
Lodge  or  officers,  which  refuses  to  receive,  learn  and  practice  the 
“Work”  as  approved  and  taught  by  the  District  Deputies  in  this 


jurisdiction. 


DEATH. 


The  death  of  Hon.  Moses  Sherburne,  Past  Grand  Master  of  this 
State,  is  announced  in  the  address  ot  Grand  Master  Nash.  We  aie 
informed  that  “he  died,  at  his  residence,  Orono,  in  the  county  ot 
Sherburne,  on  Sunday,  March  29, 1868.”  *  *  ~  w  Brother 

Sherburne  was  a  native  of  the  State  ot  Maine,  a  member  of  the 
legal  profession,  and  had  occupied  high  judicial  positions.  In  lb-3o  he 
was  appointed  by  President  Pierce  one  of  the  Territorial  Judges  of 
Minnesota,  which  position  he  occupied  until  1857,  when  his  term  of 
office  expired. 

His  was  the  first  death  of  any  of  the  Grand  or  Past  Grand  <  Iffieers 
of  the  State  of  Minnesota. 


THE  REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE 


Was  prepared  by  Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson.  It  is  one  of  the  ablest 
reports  we  have  read.  It  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-six  Grand 
Lodges.  At  its  close  it  gives  a  history  of  “Negro  Masonry,”  as  it  is 
termed.— We  quote  from  his  report  the  following  sensible  views  on 

this  subject : 


“We  are  opposed  to  any  legislation  by  Grand  Lodges  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject,  leaving  the  whole  matter  with  the  subordinate  Lodges,  where  it 
belon°'s,  holding  each  Lodge  to  a  literal  compliance  with  the  Ancient 

Landmarks.  *  * 


“Admission  to  initiation  or  membership  in  a  Masonic  Lodge  require?' 
a  unanimous  ballot  *,  hence,  one  member  holds  a  veto  power  ,  again, 
no  visitor  can  be  received  into  a  Masonic  Lodge  it  a  single  brother 
objects.  No  necessity,  then,  for  Grand  Lodge  action  on  this  subject 

exists.” 


There  are  seventy-eight  Lodges  reported  with  a  membership  of  five 
thousand,  live  hundred. 

M.  W.  C.  M.  Nash  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  R.  W.  W.  8, 
Combs  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  City  of 
Jackson,  commencing  on  the  lStli  of  January,  1869.  M.  W.  Thomas 
S.  Gatiirigiit,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  the  annual  address,  from  which  we 
make  the  following  extract,  which  shows  so  much  right  feeling,  that 
we  commend  it  to  the  Craft: 

u  It  is  a  distinguished  mark  of  the  Divine  favor  that  permits  us  to 
come  together  at  this  time.  Into  the  twelve  months  that  have  passed 
away,  since  we  last  met  in  Grand  Annual  Communication,  there  has 
crowded  so  much  of  hitter  disappointment  and  sorrow,  suspense  and 
anxiety,  as  has  tilled  the  measure  of  any  other  period  of  equal  extent 
in  the  annals  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Our  people  have  been  chastened  ; 
and  but  for  the  promise  made  specially  to  them,  the  lengthened 
shadows  of  coming  events,  now  falling  around  them,  would  inspire 
anything  but  hope.  Our  brethren  constitute  the  great  body  of  the 
intelligent  citizenship  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  when  we  say  our 
people  are  chastised,  we  may  listen  for  the  cry  of  Masons  in  distress. 
The  war  draped  all  our  door-posts  with  mourning,  and  planted  weeds 
upon  our  hearth-stones.  The  losses  in  property,  resulting  from  the 
war,  impoverished  our  land.  AVith  an  energy  inherent  and  peculiar  to 
our  race,  our  brethren,  oppressed  by  past  results,  but  hopeful  for  the 
future,  began  to  struggle  for  a  competency. 

u  During  the  last  year,  many  of  them  reached  the  crisis  of  their 
pecuniary  obligations,  to  find  the  proceeds  of  a  year’s  labor  inadequate 
to  give  relief.  Many  of  our  most  beloved  and  distinguished  brethren 
who  have  staggered  under  their  burdens,  are  stooping  to  receive  more, 
while  others  have  shaken  off  the  debris  of  former  prosperity,  and 
girded  themselves  for  a  new  career.  Brethren  it  is  a  time  to  trust  in 
God.  In  seasons  of  prosperity,  and  in  times  of  political  harmony  and 
good  fellowship,  it  was  delightful  to  assemble  once  a  year  in  Grand 
Lodge,  and  counsel  together  and  enjoy  for  a  few  brief  days,  that 
charming  fraternal  communion,  known  only  among  Masons.  It  was 
sweet  then.  How  much  more  so  now  ?  How  much  does  even  the 
anticipation  of  a  re-union  soften  the  rigor  of  our  cares,  during  the 
passing  year  ?  How  much  more  than  heretofore  does  it  suggest  itself 
to  us,  as  a  special  blessing,  to  assemble  and  commune  with  each 
other  ? 
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“I  congratulate  you,  my  brethren,  on  our  present  re-union,  and 
trust  thatour  deliberations  may  be  seasoned  with  that  wisdom  which 
adversity  affords.  The  great  Father  of  us  all  has  some  wise  purpose 
underlying  the  present  situation  in  which  our  individual  well-being  is 
not  ignored.  Our  inability  to  see  that  purpose  can  bj  no  means 
operate  as  a  bar  to  the  Masons'  trust.  One  of  our  humanity  lia> 
beautifully  said : 

£  Sweet  are  the  uses  of  adversity.' 

We  may  live  to  speak  experimentally,  and  declare  the  poet  right. 

u  It  is  an  evidence  of  the  solid  foundation  and  proper  organization 
of  our  Masonic  Institution,  to  see  it  flourish  in  seasons  like  the 
present,  and  the  conviction  is  forced  upon  us  that  conformity  to  the 
traditions  and  symbolic  teachings  of  Masonry  will  secure  to  us,  as 
individuals,  as  to  itself  as  an  order,  a  genuine,  unostentatious  and 
lasting  success.  Let  us,  dear  brethren,  draw  near  to  our  altars,  and 
find  a  sanctuary  while  dangers  impend.  Let  us  declare  our  con¬ 
tinued  trust  in  God,  and  announce  to  all  the  world  our  gratitude  to 
Him  for  so  clear  a  manifestation  of  His  supreme  administration,  as 
our  journey  through  the  past  year,  and  our  present  convention  affoid. 
Then,  let  us  apply  ourselves  to  a  review  of  the  working  of  our  Order 
since  we  last  met,  and  to  the  consideration  of  such  needful  legislation 
as  the  interests  of  the  Craft  may  seem  to  demand.” 


The  Grand  Master,  then  states  in  his  address  a  number  of  occur¬ 
rences  within  his  jurisdiction  during  the  year  not  interesting  to 
those  residing  without  it ;  reports  a  few  of  his  decisions  on  questions 
brought  before  him  of  only  local  interest,  and  not  expositions  of  any 
of  the  land-marks  of  the  Order,  a  statement  of  his  official  visitations, 
and  other  local  matters.  We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge  “  are  in  a  very  sickly  state.” 

Under  the  title  of  “Field  of  Masonic  Labors,”  he  gives  us  the 
following  beautiful  passages  : 

“The  universe  is  ours;  but  our  own  country  at  this  time  is  an 
arena  precisely  suited  to  the  genius  of  Masonry.  The  late  unfortunate 
and  calamitous  war  aroused  all  the  worst  passions  of  our  people,  and 
crimination  and  recrimination  strangled  in  many  cases  truth  itself. 
The  conservative  and  charitable  tenets  of  our  society,  in  the  midst  of 
the  people,  should  be  oil  upon  troubled  waters.  There  should  be 
some  voice  in  this  great  land  and  nation  more  powerful  than  the  man- 

11 
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dates  of  civil  or  military  officers,  and  it  should  come  from  the  hearts 
of  men  who  act  upon  the  principles  of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth. 
A  voice  should  be  heard  that  would  be  trusted  from  the  Lakes  to  the 
Gulf,  from  Ocean  to  Ocean.  Masonry  should  speak  in  its  own  lan¬ 
guage,  and  not  in  the  dialect  of  Ashdod.  Masons  can  love  each  other. 
Masons  must  love  each  other.  I  look  to  our  Order  to  bring  about  an 
era  of  universal  good  feeling,  not  by  carrying  elections,  but  by  the 
genial  pressure  of  charity  and  the  broadest  benevolence.  Brethren, 
Masonry  lives,  and  Justice  lives,  and  Mercy  lives,  and  Temperance 
lives,  and  Prudence  lives,  and  Fortitude  lives.  All  these  are  of 
Masonry.  They  will  not  revolutionise  society  by  any  onset;  but  dif¬ 
fused  as  they  are,  they  will  draw  our  people  towards  a  political  and 
social  millenium,  with  an  influence  as  imperceptible  as  that  which 
distils  the  dew  upon  the  leaves,  or  that  warms  the  sunshine  and 
paints  the  rose. 

“  The  harvest  is  abundant  and  ripe.  Who  will  reap  V  Who  can 
love  a  brother  in  Maine  as  lie  does  one  in  Texas  ?  Who  can  spread  a 
broad  mantle  over  personal  and  political  differences,  and  love  a  bro¬ 
ther, — the  more  we  think  he  errs,  love  him  more  ?  If  we  do  this, 
the  organism  of  God’s  moral  universe  will  be  full  of  visible  flowers, 
and  song  and  happiness,  as  land,  and  water,  and  sunshine  are  seen  to 
combine  to  adorn  His  physical  creation.” 

DEATH. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  decease  of  Mark  Izod,  P.  G, 
Treasurer.  He  died  during  the  winter  of  1869.  He  remarks,  “that 
Brother  Izod  had  been  prostrate  for  many  years,  *  *  and 

his  sufferings  were  extreme.  *  He  was  a  good  Mason.” 

He  also  announced  the  death  of  Brother  Charles  R.  Crusoe.  He 
remarks,  “  Brother  Crusoe  was  a  distinguished  lawyer. 

FTone  named  him  but  to  .praise.” 


report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  correspondence. 

The  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  was  submitted  by  Brother 
Charles  T.  Murphy,  Chairman. 

He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty -four  Grand  Lodges,  the  receipt 
of  whose  proceedings  he  acknowledges.  Pennsylvania  is  omitted,  as 
the  proceedings  of  that  Grand  Lodge  have  not  been  received.  He  re- 
yiews  many  of  the  decisions  of  sister  Grand  Lodges,  amongst  them  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa.  The  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
that  State  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  number  of  German 


citizens,  who  petitioned  for  a  dispensation,  on  the  ground  that  they 
intended  to  do  their  work  in  the  German  Language.  To  this  ruling 
Brother  Murphy  does  not  assent,  and  as  the  question  may  arise  at 
any  time  in  this  jurisdiction,  in  consequence  of  the  large  number  of 
native  Germans  residing  in  our  large  cities  and  towns,  we  give  his 
views  of  the  case  as  follows  : 

“  I  cannot  subscribe  to  this  ruling  :  first,  because  I  know  of  no  land¬ 
mark  prescribing  what  tongue  Masonry  shall  be  worked  in ;  and 
secondly,  because  a  Grand  Lodge  edict  assuming  to  do  so  would 
conflict  with  the  universality  of  our  ancient  Order.  The  objection 
specified  that  4  the  tendency  would  be  to  separate  the  German  brethren 
from  the  American,’  is  a  mere  fallacy,  and  at  issue  with  one  of  our 
cardinal  lessons,  which  teaches  that  Masonry  unites  within  its  frater¬ 
nal  embrace  all  nations  and  all  tongues,  as  one  common  brotherhood, 
even  those  who  might  otherwise  remain  at  perpetual  distance.  It 
may  be  true  4  that  all  who  are  worthy  might  gain  admission  into  our 
Lodges,’  and  yet  when  admitted,  we  ask,  what  would  it  profit  them, 
ignorant  of  our  language  ? 

44 1  am  unable  to  conceive  of  a  valid  objection  to  our  German  breth¬ 
ren  working  in  their  own  language,  provided  their  records  are  in¬ 
telligible  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  under  whose  authority  they  work.” 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  already  so  well  said  by  Brother 
Murphy  on  this  subject,  we  might  add  that  the  practice  in  New 
York  is  to  grant  charters  to  Lodges  working  in  a  foreign  tongue.  In 
the  City  of  New  York  there  are  eighteen,  and  in  Brooklyn  two  Lodges 
in  which  the  work  is  done  in  the  German  tongue,  and  in  the  former 
city  there  are  two  in  which  the  Trench,  one  in  which  the  Spanish, 
and  another  in  which  the  Italian  languages  are  alone  spoken.  They 
are  flourishing  Lodges,  and  on  the  1st  of  June  last  their  aggregate 
number  was  (2,393)  two  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ninety-three 
members. 

The  establishment  of  Lodges  in  the  native  languages  of  those  who 
emigrate  to  this  country,  would  afford  those  who  become  Masons  in 
their  native  land  ah  asylum  to  which  they  might  resort  on  their 
arrival,  and  form  acquaintances  in  whom  they  know  they  may  with 
confidence  confide,  and  whose  advice  and  assistance  they  may  seek 
in  every  emergency,  in  every  hour  of  trial,  of  sorrow  or  sickness, 
as  they  would  to  one  of  their  own  kindred,  and  upon  whose  larger 
experience  they  might  draw  when  necessity  required,  or  whose  opinions 
of  business  matters  the}''  might  learn  with  profit,  and  rely  upon  im¬ 
plicitly.  Cast  upon  a  land  to  them  new  and  strange. 

“  By  that  Hieroglyphic  bright  ; 

Which  none  but  craftsmen  ever  saw.” 
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they  will,  though  unknowing  and  unknown,  be  blessed  with  frater¬ 
nal  greetings  around  that  altar  where  sects,  and  parties,  and  social 
distinctions  are  unknown,  and  all  meet  upon  a  common  level. 


The  number  of  Lodges,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  proceedings,  are  about  . 

Lodges  represented  in  Grand  Communication, 

No.  of  Initiations  reported,  . 

No.  of  Passings  reported. . 

No.  of  Raisings  reported,  . 

No.  Died  during  the  year  1808,  .... 

Total  No.  of  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction,  . 


300 

182 

714 

586 

578 

150 

12,368 


MISSOURI. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  held  its  Porty-eightli  Annual 
Communication  in  Free  Masons’  Hall,  St.  Louis,  commencing  at 
ten  o’clock,  A.  M.,  October  12th,  1868.  Right  Worshipful  William 
E.  Dunscomb,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  the  Annual  Address.  After  an  appro¬ 
priate  introduction  he  states  that,  “  Since  the  last  annual  communica¬ 
tion  forty-two  dispensations  have  been  granted  for  the  opening  of  new 
Lodges.  In  a  number  of  cases  these  new  Lodges  will  supply  the 
places  of  those  once  in  existence,  but  which,  in  common  with  so  much 
else  that  was  noble  and  beautiful  in  our  land,  were  destroyed  in  the 
fierce  conflict  of  arms. 

GRAND  LECTURER  AND  WORK. 

He  also  stated  that  many  members  of  the  fraternity  deny  that  the 
work  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  is  that  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
that  known  as  the  work  of  the  Baltimore  Convention,  but  has  been 
changed  by  the  Grand  Lecturer.  The  subsequent  proceedings  show 
that  the  work  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  was  afterwards  verified  in  the 
presence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  approved,  and  the  following  resolution 
adopted : 

Eesolved ,  That  the  work  as  exemplified  by  the  Grand  Lecturer 
during  the  present  session  be  affirmed  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  that 
the  same  be  required  to  be  practised  by  every  subordinate  Lodge  in 
this  jurisdiction, 


DECISIONS. 


The  Grand  Master  gives  several  of  his  official  decisions  on  matters 
referred  to  him.  Most  of  them  have  been  decided  by  our  own  Grand 
Lodge. 

1.  He  decides  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  try  a  brother  Masonically  for 
a  crime  or  misdemeanor  for  which  he  is  indited  until  the  civil 
tribunal  has  disposed  of  it,  because  the  accused  brother  is  entitled 
to  our  sympathy  until  his  guilt  is  established,  as  it  would  be  w  rong 
to  do  anything  that  might  prejudice  his  case  in  any  manner,  either 
for  or  against  him. 

2.  He  decides  that  a  Master  Mason  made  in  an  Army  Lodge, 
subsequently  affiliated  with  a  regular  Lodge,  then  dimitted  therefrom 
and  desiring  to  affiliate  with  a  Lodge  in  Missouri,  must  take  the  same 
steps  as  a  profane  and  pay  the  regular  fees. 

In  the  report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  December  of  last  year,  we  stated  that  we  thought  Masons 
made  in  Army  Lodges  were  regular  Masons,  and  ought  to  be  treated 
as  such  if  they  can  make  themselves  known  and  are  worthy.  But 
that  proof  ought  to  be  required  that  the  Lodge  in  which  they  were 
initiated  had  been  duly  organized  by  proper  Masonic  authority.  We 
have  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  then  expressed,  and  adhere 
to  it. 

IN  MEMORIAL!. 

On  motion  of  Brother  J.  W.  Goslee,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  a  token  of  the  appreciation  of  the  esteemed  worth  of 
our  late  Brother  .James  H.  Robinson,  P.  D.  D.  G.  M.,  a  memorial 
page  be  set  apart  in  our  proceedings  to  record  his  demise.  The  Me¬ 
morial  Page  is  appended  to  the  proceedings  according  to  the  above 
resolve. 

INVASION  OF  JURISDICTION. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  address  an 
official  letter  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Iowa  directing  his  attention  to 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Lodges  in  Yan  Buren  and  Daviess  counties 
in  working  up  material  properly  belonging  to  Scotland  county,  in  this 
State,  and  demanding  that  the  evil  be  corrected. 

Resolved ,  That  Masons  so  made  are  clandestine,  and  cannot  be 
recognized  in  this  jurisdiction  without  being  formally  healed. 
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REPORT  OF  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  report  of  this  Committee  is  written  by  Brother  George  Frank 
Gouley,  Grand  Secretary  of  Grand  Lodge.  He  reviews  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  thirty-four  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  and  also 
those  established  in  Hew  Brunswick,  and  Hova  Scotia,  and  Canada, 
wherever  he  finds  Masonic  Colleges,  Asylums,  and  Institutions  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  in  which  they  are  located,  he 
gives  them  his  best  wishes,  but  always  accompanied  with  a  strong- 
opinion  that  they  cost  more  than  they  are  worth,  and  cannot  succeed. 
On  that  of  Canada  he  says,  u  This  Grand  Lodge  has  an  elephant  on 
its  hands  in  the  shape  of  a  Masonic  Asylum.”  *  *  *  “  In  the 

end  this  Grand  Lodge  and  all  other  Grand  Lodges  will  find  that  it 
costs  more  to  feed  the  aforesaid  quadruped  than  it  would  to  take  care 
of  all  needy  Masons  and  orphans  in  much  better  style  at  regular 
organized  institutions  of  the  kind.” 

We  know  that  Colleges  succeed  best  which  are  under  denominational 
care.  We  know  from  the  difficulties  that  several  institutions  have 
encountered,  founded  by  Masonic  Grand  Lodges,  that  they  are  not  in 
general  prosperous,  if  indeed  any  have  succeeded.  But  we  see  no 
reason  why  the  effort  should  not  be  continued.  Funds  sufficient  are 
all  that  in  our  opinion  are  needed  to  effect  the  object,  although  in  the 
opinion  of  our  Brother  of  Missouri,  the  undertaking  may  be  elephan¬ 
tine  in  its  demensions,  yet  if  more  were  possessed  of  the  spirit  of 
R.  W.  Charles  A.  Fuller,  late  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Tennessee,  such  undertakings  could  be  brought  to  per¬ 
fection. 

A  few  hours  before  his  death  he  called  a  brother  Mason  to  his 
bedside  and  said:  “Tell  the  brethren  that  my  last  request  is  that 
they  will  give  an  united  and  earnest  support  to  the  Masonic  Orphans’ 
Home.  There  is  but  one  reason  why  I  should  like  to  live  longer,  and 
that  is  to  work  for  the  Masonic  Orphans’  Home.  If  I  had  fifteen 
years  yet  to  live,  I  would  spend  the  whole  time  in  that  business.” 

The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  are  reviewed 
in  the  report.  He  thus  speaks  of  the  Annual  Address  of  our  R.  W. 
G.  M.  :  “  The  Annual  Address  is  an  elegant  production,  and  were  it 
not  that  we  have  concluded  to  cut  our  report  short,  and  dwell  only  on 
the  practical,  we  should  be  pleased  to  make  extended  extracts.” 

Brother  Gouley  also  mentions  the  fact  that  he  attended,  by  invi¬ 
tation,  and  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  his  State,  the 
ceremonies  attending  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  Masonic 
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Temple  erecting  in  Philadelphia.  He  gives  a  sliort  description  ot  tlic 
procession,  &c.,  and  concludes  by  saying,  “  the  oration  was  delivered 
by  Pc  W.  G.  M.  Brother  Yaux,  with  a  power  of  eloquence,  purity  of 
diction,  beauty  of  thought,  and  appropriateness  to  the  occasion, 
worthy  the  national  reputation  of  the  gifted  author.  Much  was  expec¬ 
ted  of  him,  and  he  met  the  anticipations  of  the  most  sanguine." 

AYe  have  also  received  from  Missouri  a  pamphlet  containing  an 
oration  delivered  by  ft.  M.  Brother  Thomas  E.  Garrett,  at  the 
dedication  of  the  Free  Masons’  Hall,  at  St,  Louis,  and  also  an  address 
delivered  at  the  unveiling  of  the  Monument  erected  to  the  memor y 
of  Axthoxy  O.  Sul li yax,  who  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Missouri,  in  May,  1852  ;  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Boyal 
Arch  Chapter,  in  April,  1851 ;  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  in  May,  1863  ;  and  Grand  Puissant  of  the  Grand  Council, 
in  May.  1861.  From  the  organization  of  the  Order  of  the  High 
Priesthood  he  was  its  Secretary.  All  these  offices  he  held  until  the 
day  of  his  death.  He  was  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
under  fourteen  Grand  Masters ;  always  re-elected  with  scaicel\  an} 
opposition,  and  sometimes  by  acclamation.  He  vas  also  Grand  Lec¬ 
turer  of  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  during  most  of  these  jeais,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which 
field  he  particularly  distinguished  himself,  and  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  Fraternity  at  large. 

In  the  oration  delivered  at  the  dedication  of  the  Hall,  R,  IV.  Bro- 
ther  Thomas  E.  Garrett,  says  :  “A  word  about  the  name  we  have 
given  our  house.”  ~  "  '  "In  old  times,  our  English 

brothers,  who  were  also  our  fathers,  met  together  at  stated  inters  als, 
in  suitable  halls.  They  called  their  unpretending  Lodge  room,  4  F ree- 
masons '  77b. 7Z,  ’  which  name,  in  the  course  of  time,  came  to  com\ey- 
an  idea  whenever  spoken,  4  of  harmony  and  good-fellowship This 
edifice  is  therefore  to  be  known  by  the  appellation  of  4  Freemasons' 
Hall.'  The  name  belongs  to  us  :  it  is  an  honorable  one.” 


“  Me  hear  it  said  that  Freemasonry  is  a  fossil.  Me  repel  with  scorn 
such  insinuations  of  impotent  antiquity.  Its  old  gigantic  frame  is 
clothed  with  new  flesh  every  generation,  and  in  its  great  heart  pulses 
the  best  and  purest  blood  in  the  world.  Me  are  proud  to  cherish  a 
fossil  with  such  a  body  and  such  a  soul. 

4  4  Freemasonry  a  phantom  !  A  shadow  without  substance,  and  with¬ 
out  cohesion!  The  thought  is  simply  ridiculous,  and  cannot  be 
seriously  entertained.  Its  embattled  columns  have  been  advancing 
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from  time  immemorial  among  the  ranks  of  men,  making  conquests  of 
peace  more  glorious  than  triumphs  of  war.  Not  to  the  clarion’s 
notes,  not  to  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  do  they  move  :  hut  silently, 
peacefully,  they  march  into  the  darkness  and  strife  of  life’s  battles, 
and  burst  upon  the  combatants  with  a  radiant  smile  of  victory,  like 
sunlight  after  a  storm. 


*  *  -x-  -x-  -x-  *  ,  * 

u  At  their  festivals— as  the  present — their  pleasure  is  notseen  as  the 
evanescent  sparkle  of  the  wine  cup  :  it  resembles  more  the  solid  light 
of  the  diamond  burning  in  its  bosom  forever.  It  is  heard  in  their 
hearts’  throbbing  joy — loW,  sweet  and  musical,  as  the  chimes  of 
invisible  bells,  indicating  that  the  harmonious  genius  of  the  brother¬ 
hood  is  presiding  over  them. 

~/r  *X*  -X*  -X*  ■X*  */f  *X*  -X* 

“There  is  a  prevalent  idea  among  the  uninitiated,  who  are  more 
favorable  to  the  Order,  that  Masonry  helps  a  man  along  through  the 
world,  and  such  persons  commend  it  for  the  benefits  which  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  confer  upon  its  proselytes. 

“  At  this,  the  combative  spirit  of  youth  arises,  armed  with  the  decla¬ 
ration  that  every  man  ought  to  be  able  to  help  himself ;  that  honors 
in  the  race  of  fortune  and  fame,  won  by  such  adventitious  aids,  are 
not  worth  having.  He  exclaims  with  enthusiasm  :  Glory  !  to  the 
young  man  who,  without  the  assistance,  co-operation,  combination, 
or  secret  organization,  hews  his  way  with  his  own  strong  intellect, 
and  stout  heart,  to  honor  and  renown  ! — the  only  true  test  of  mental 
prowess  and  individual  merit.  I  want  no  Masonry  mixed  up  with 
my  measure  of  success  and  glory. 

“Young  man,  you  forget  one  important  fact :  no  human  being  can  be 
entirely  independent  of  his  fellows.  Then  why  not  make  a  rational 
social  dependence  upon  each  other  one  of  the  blessings  to  sweeten 
life’s  cup. 

“Masonry  helps  no  man  that  will  not  help  himself.  A  drone  has  no 
business  in  the  Masonic  hive,  and  if  by  accident  he  gains  admission, 
he  soon  gets  stung  out  of  it. 

X-  X  X  X-  X-  X-  -X-  X* 

“  We  frequently  hear  the  expression  that  such  a  man  is  a  ‘  High 
Mason.’  A  well-informed  member  of  the  Order  can  only  laugh  at 
this.  I  know  of  no  higher  Mason  than  a  Master  Mason ,  a  mem- 


ber  of  what  is  termed  the  Blue  Lodge.  There  are  degrees,  and  grades, 
and  orders,  and  rites  following  this,  but  they  all  spring  from  the  three 
degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry.  The  Lodge  stands  alone.  The  other 
orders  and  rites  cannot  exist  a  day  without  the  Lodge,  while  the 
Lodge  would  not  only  live  but  would  suffer  no  change  without  them. 
The°Lodge  is  the  greatest,  because  it  is  universal ;  and  the  highest , 
simply  because  it  is  indispensable.  If  a  corner-stone,  is  to  be  laid,  the 
Lodge  is  called  to  do  it.  If  a  Masonic  Hall  is  to  be  dedicated,  the 
Lodge  performs  the  ceremonies.  If  a  brother  is  sick  or  in  distress, 
the  Lodge  is  at  his  side  ;  when  he  dies,  the  Lodge  conducts  the  rites 
of  sepulchre,  and  becomes  the  life-long  friend  of  his  widow  and 

orphans. 


“Much  is  said  about  the  peculiar  nature  of  our  ties  of  brotherhood, 
which  appear  to  the  world  so  mysterious,  so  endearing,  so  strong.  To 
many,  their  universality  and  binding  force  are  inconceivable.  Bro¬ 
ther  Garret  relates  the  following  incident  to  illustrate  it .  Two 
men  had  been  fast  friends.  In  an  evil  hour  they  quarreled.  They  did 
not  speak,  and  had  not  spoken  for  years.  Mutual  friends  had  tried 
the  art  of  reconciliation  in  vain.  They  were  avowed  enemies  for  life. 
One  of  them  became  a  Mason  after  the  estrangement,  and  it  happened 
that  the  other  remained  ignorant  of  this  fact.  One  evening  he  too  was 
admitted  into  a  Lodge  ;  almost  the  first  voice  he  heard,  and  certainly 
the  first  face  he  saw,  was  that  of  his  enemy,  who  presided  over  the 
ceremonies  of  initiation,  and  was  obliged,  according  to  usage,  to  ad¬ 
dress  him  by  the  title  of  4  brother.  ’  This  was  a  most  peculiar  situation, 
and  a  severe  ordeal  for  both.  After  the  Lodge  was  closed,  the  Ap¬ 
prentice  sought  the  Master,  and  without  any  preliminaries,  the 
following  colloquy  ensued,  commenced  by  the  newly  made  Mason.  : 

“  4  Are  you  a  member  of  this  Lodge  ?’ 

“  The  reply  was,  4  I  am.  ’ 

“  ‘  Were  you  present  when  I  vras  elected  V* 

4  4  4  1  was.5 

“  4  May  I  ask  if  you  voted  ?’ 

44  4 1  did.’ 

4  4  4  How  will  you  tell  me  how  many  votes  it  requires  to  reject  a  candi¬ 
date,  on  a  ballot  for  admission  ?’  The  Master  answered  4  One.  ’ 

44  There  was  nothing  more  to  say.  The  initiated  extended  his  hand, 
which  was  warmly  grasped  by  the  other,  and  uttered  with  thrilling 
accents,  deep  emotion  mellowing  his  voice,  Friend !  Brothei  . 
You  have  taught  me  a  lesson  I  shall  never  forget.  This  is  a  little  ray 
of  Masonic  light.  Ho  language  is  so  eloquent  as  the  silent  throbbing 
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of  a  heart  full  of  joyful  tears.’  While  this  kind  of  cement  is  used  in 
our  moral  edifice,  should  it  not  he  enduring  ?  Who  can  wonder  that 
it  is  so  strong  ?” 

From  the  Eulogy  delivered  at  the  unveiling  of  the  monument 
erected  by  Masons  to  the  memory  of  Anthony  O.  Sullivan, 
we  extract  the  following  : 

“The  World!  There  Anthony  O.  Sullivan  was  compara¬ 
tively  unknown,  and  he  had  but  little  interest  in  its  continual  strife 
and  warfare.  Beyond  this  earth’s  crust,  deep  down  among  the  warm 
germs  of  being  and  pulsing  in  unison  with  the  Great  Heart  of  the 
universe,  whose  name  is  Zore,  there  is  another  world.  It  is  animated  by 
philanthropy,  in  its  broadest,  deepest,  loftiest  attributes — sympathy, 
affection  and  charity.  It  is  sensitive  to  every  touch  of  nature  ;  feels 
the  feverish  throbbing  of  human  suffering  ;  hears  the  fierce  wrangling 
of  the  multitudes  near  by ;  receives  with  open  arms  the  victims  of 
disappointment,  who  drift  in  like  wrecks  upon  the  calm,  clear  waters, 
joyful  at  having  survived  the  maddening  terrors  of  the  passage.  •  In 
this  soul  world ,  warmed  by  the  central  fires  of  Love,  and  illuminated 
by  the  Sun  of  Immortality,  Anthony  O.  Sulli  van  Was  a  great  man. 
It  was  in  such  a  world  we  knew  him  ;  it  was  there  we  honored  him  ; 
it  is  there  we  would  now  consecrate  to  his  memory  a  monument  of  his 
own  good  works,  bearing  a  simple  inscription  of  heart-words  record¬ 
ing  his  virtues.  Into  this  communion  he  glided  as  smoothly  and 
naturally  as  vessels  might  drift  out  of  the  icy  regions  into  the  calm, 
clear  open  sea.  The  magnet  was  there,  and  his  sympathetic  soul 
responded  to  its  mysterious  power.  ” 

****** 

.  uIn  our  Order  Anthony  O.  Sullivan  was  never  a  sovereign  in 
rank.  The  crown  glittered  before  his  eyes  but  did  not  dazzle  him  to 
blindness  ;  the  sceptre  was  within  his  grasp,  yet  he  nobly  chose  to  re¬ 
main  the  power  that  upheld  the  throne  itself  and  invested  it  with 
dignity  and  glory.  Behold  the  sacrifice-  exemplified  in  his  personal 
career ! 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

“He  made  himself  surprisingly  familiar  with  the  whole  range  of 
Masonic  history,  usage  and  jurisprudence  ;  and  possessing  a  memory 
of  wonderful  quickness  and  retention,  his  mind  was  a  vast  library  of 
ready  reference  when  occasion  required.  Stern  as  a  teacher,  he  was 
yet  a  most  genial  companion.  A  positive  character,  his  personal 


friendships  were  strong,  but  not  hastily  made.  Impulsive,  he  was 
still  prudent ;  and  to  crown  all,  he  possessed  a  most  forgiving  and 
charitable  disposition.  While  not  overburdened  with  this  world’s 
goods,  suffering  want  and  honest  worth  never  appealed  to  his  sympa¬ 
thies  in  vain.  His  domestic  relations  were  congenial  in  the  limited 
sphere  of  his  family  ties ;  childless  he  left  the  lonely  partner  of  his 

joys  and  sorrows. 


“When  the  degree  of  his  existence  was  finished,  he  calmly  closed  his 
eyes,  and  our  brother’s  soul  drifted  out  from  among  the  icebeigs  of 
Time  into  the  clear  waters  of  the  open  sea  of  Eternity.  The  magnet 
Was  there,  toward  which  the  needle  of  faith  was  evei  pointing. 

Humber  of  Lodges  on  the  roll  for  1808,  301,  an  increase  over  the  past 
year  of  51,  of  this  number  300  made  returns.  Total  membership, 
14,817  ;  year’s  increase,  2,317  ;  initiated,  1,825  ;  passed,  1,049  ;  raised, 
1,574;  rejected,  854. 


NEBRASKA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  commenced  its  Eleventh 
Annual  Communication  in  the  Masonic  Hall  at  Bellevue,  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  the  24th  of  June,  A.  D.  1808,  at  ten  o’clock  A.  M. 

M.  W.  O.  H.  Irish,  Grand  Master,  delivered  the  Annual  Address. 
From  it  we  quote  some  of  his  decisions  : 

First.—  It  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  they  reside,  to  require  all  persons 
claiming  to  be  Masons,  whether  they  visit  the  Lodge  or  not,  to  prove 
themselves  to  be  what  they  profess. 

Second. — In  default  of  their  ability  to  do  so  in  a  legal  manner,  the}' 
ate  to  be  regarded  and  treated  as  impostors.  It  may  be,  and  often  is, 
necessary  for  a  Master  to  order  the  ballots  passed  a  second,  or  perhaps, 
in  exceptional  instances,  a  third  time,  when  he  thinks,  or  has  reason 
to  believe,  that  a  black  ball  may  have  been  cast  by  mistake.  The 
result  when  declared  is  the  property  of  the  Lodge,  and  is  final. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  he  has  granted  dispensations  and 
instituted  six  new  Lodges.  He  saj^s  that  during  the  past  year  he  has 
received  a  number  of  applications  for  dispensations,  in  reference  to  the 
conferring  of  degrees,  none  of  which  have  been  granted. 
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orphans’  fund. 

On  the  subject  of  the  orphans’  fund  he  remarks:  u  Whether  it  is 
ultimately  determined  to  build  an  institution  devoted  to  this  purpose, 
or  to  use  the  funds  accumulated  in  educating  the  orphans  of  deceased 
Masons,  in  schools  already  established,  the  object  to  be  attained  in 
either  case  is  one  so  worthy  as  must  enlist  the  active  sympathy  and 
earnest  co-operation  of  every  worthy  Mason,  one  that  will  exemplify 
our  principles  by  deeds  of  practical  usefulness  and  benevolence.  It 
was  true  Masonic  work  to  care  for  the  children,  who,  in  the  providence 
of  God,  are  committed  to  the  charge  of  our  Order.  Let  us,  then,  as 
faithful  craftsmen,  labor  to  build  up  this  noble  charity,  giving  to  it 
willingly  all  of  the  assistance  in  our  power,  remembering  that  even  as 
we  do  it  unto  the  least  of  these  children  we  do  it  unto  Him  who  is  the 
Father  of  us  all.  So  shall  our  work  be  accepted.” 

LIBRARY. 

The  Grand  Secretary  in  his  report  states  that  he  has  inaugurated 
the  project  of  a  Grand  Lodge  library,  and  thus  far  has  met  with 
success. 


APPRENTICES  AND  FELLOW-CRAFTS. 

He  also  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

“  That  all  Entered  Apprentices  and  Fellow-Grafts  who  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  advance  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  their 
initiation  or  passing,  shall  be  struck  from  the  record  of  the  subordi¬ 
nate  Lodge  where  they  have  received  said  degree.” 

N  ON- AF  FI  LI  A  TED  MASONS. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  the  following  resolutions  which  Were 
offered  for  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence: 

Resolved,  That  the  acts  of  entering,  passing,  and  raising  a  candidate 
in  a  regular  Lodge  of  Masons,  constitute  the  person  so  entered,  passed, 
and  raised  a  member  of  the  Lodge  in  which  these  ceremonies  took 
place ;  and  that  while  we  recognize  the  propriety  of  his  signing  the 
by-laws  of  said  Lodge,  we  do  not  consider  a  failure  on  his  part  so  to 
do  as  in  any  wise  depriving  him  of  the  membership  acquired  through 
his  being  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Worshipful  Masters  of  subordinate  Lodges 
within  this  jurisdiction  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  make 
diligent  inquiry  as  to  whether  any  non-affiliated  Masons  leside  "within 
the 'penal  jurisdiction  of  their  respective  Lodges  ;  and  that  when  it 
shall  become  known  to  an}r  of  such  Worshipful  Masters  that  any  such 
non-affiliated  Masons  reside  within  their  jurisdictions,  they  shall  cause 
them  to  be  notified  that  unless  they  make  application  to,  and  join  the 
nearest  Lodge  before  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  they° shall  be  disciplined  by  being  suspended  from  all  Masonic 
intercourse,  and  their  names  published  to  all  Grand  Lodges  nheie  so¬ 
ever  dispersed  around  the  globe. 

Resolved ,  That  all  regular  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  are  hereby 
required,  through  their  officers,  to  notify  all  Entered  Apprentices  and 
Fellow-Crafts  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  that  unless  they 
advance  to  the  Degree  of  Muster  Mnson  before  the  next  Annual  Com¬ 
munication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  their  names  will  be  stricken  from  the 
rolls,  and  all  Lodges  and  Masons  prohibited  from  holding  any  Masonic 
intercourse  with  them  until  they  shall  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  this  resolution. 

Amongst  the  proceedings  oi  the  Grand  Lodge  we  find  an  excellent 
and  chaste  oration  delivered  by  the  Grand  Orator,  Brother  Gaylord 
Clark,  at  the  close  of  the  installation  ceremonies. 

Accompanying  the  proceedings  is  an  appendix  containing  the  Consti¬ 
tution,  By-laws,  Rules  of  Order,  Standing  Resolutions,  and  Decisions 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  together  with  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
Government  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  the  Installation  Ceremonies, 
Burial  Service,  and  miscellaneous  Masonic  Forms. 

THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  report  of  this  Committee  is  signed  by  Brothers  J.  H.  Wise, 
R.  R.  Livingston  and  D.  H.  Wheeler,  the  Committee  ;  whether  it 
is  the  production  of  one  or  more  of  the  members  the  report  does  not 
state.  It  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-three  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  of  Canada,  Hew  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia, 
and  that  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France. 


Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  six  of  which  are  U.  D.  . 

*20 

Initiated  during  the  year,  . 

•  •  •  • 

177 

Passed  u  u  . 

•  •  •  • 

150 

Raised  1 ‘  u  . 

•  •  •  • 

128 

Applicants  rejected, 

. 

63 

Humber  of  Master  Masons, 

•  •  ♦  ♦ 

1,714 

NEVADA. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Tree  and  Accepted  Masons 
of  the  State  of  Nevada,  commenced  its  Fourth  Annual  Grand  Com¬ 
munication  in  the  city  of  Virginia,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1868. 
Present,  M.  W.  John  C.  Cuerie,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  made  a  brief  address,  containing  chiefly  an 
account  of  his  official  acts  during  the  recess.  The  following  extracts 
are  made  from  it  : 

uIn  June  last  I  received  a  communication  from  Brother  J.  F. 
Hallock,  Worshipful  Master  of  Lander  Lodge,  No.  8,  asking  the 
following  questions  : 

u  ‘Does  the  loss  of  the  index  finger,  of  the  right  hand,  disqualify  a 
man  for  receiving  the  degrees  of  Masonry  ?  ’  To  which  I  replied,  in 
substance,  No ;  that  although  authorities  on  this,  as  well  as  many 
other  subjects  pertaining  to  the  ancient  regulations,  are  conflicting,  I 
can  perceive  no  valid  reason  why  the  fraternity  should  be  deprived  of 
a  valuable  acquisition,  through  so  trifing  a  physical  defect.  Yet,  I 
am  sensible  to  what  abuses  this,  or  the  slightest  infringement  upon 
the  ancient  regulations,  is  liable.  It  might,  with  some  degree  of  plausi¬ 
bility,  be  urged  that  if  the  loss  of  one  finger  fails  to  disqualify,  the  loss 
of  two  fingers  should  not ;  and  if  not  why  reject  him  who  has  none  ? 

u  To  this  I  reply,  that  when  the  defect  is  of  a  character  such  as  not 
to  interfere  with  ritualistic  requirements,  objections  should  not  be  had  ; 
and  while  the  loss  of  one  finger  would  not  prove  a  bar,  the  loss  of  all 
certainly  would.” 

He  also  says  :  u  The  experiment  adopted  at  our  last  Annual  Com¬ 
munication,  of  abolishing  the  fee  for  affiliation,  has  worked  beneficially, 
and  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations.” 

The  following  remarks  are  worth  transcribing  and  are  very 
sensible  :  c  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  touching  upon  the  propriety 
or  rather  impropriety  of  Masonic  testimonials ;  a  custom  which,  by  its 
universal  character,  belongs  to  this  age  and  country,  and  which  I 
feel  called  upon  to  condemn.  It  creates  a  suspicion  that  there  is  some 
hidden  reason  for  it.  Its  gushing  spontaneousness  is  an  empty  pre¬ 
tense,  and  the  surprised  recipient,  responding  to  the  unexpected  favor, 
either  has  the  manuscript  speech  in  his  pocket,  or  a  well-conned  speech 
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flows  from  lips,  declaring  liis  inability  to  express  the  tumultuous  emo¬ 
tions  of  his  appreciating  heart.  I  have  frequently  observed  that  the 
testimonial  tide  sets  toward  those  who  are  in  office  or  who  have 
patronage,  to  dispense.  *  *  *  *  I  once  knew  of  a 

testimonial,  much  talked  of  in  Masonic  circles,  where  the  recipient  was 
himself  a  large  subscriber  to  the  token.  Other  instances  there  are 
where  the  token  was  borrowed  or  hired  for  the  occasion.  Let  these 
things  never  occur  among  us.  Let  our  truly  worthy  brothers  who 
merit  ‘  testimonials  ’  decline  them,  and  thus  save  the  credit  of  our 
fraternity,  and  assist  in  promoting  the  purity  and  usefulness  of  our 
honored  institution.” 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  in  reviewing  the  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  for  1867,  quote  the  suggestion  ot 
our  Grand  Master  :  “  That  whatever  is  not  essential  in  the  ceremonial 
of  examination  of  visitors  might  be  dispensed  with  when  those  pre¬ 
senting  themselves  hail  from  Pennsylvania,”  and  the  accompanying 
remarks,  with  approbation. 

The  Committee  also  report  a  Digest  of  Decisions  upon  Masonic 
Jurisprudence,  compiled  from  proceedings  received  by  them.  This 
one  is  worth  notice  :  u  The  Worshipful  Master  has  the  right  to  place 
either  of  his  Wardens,  or  a  brother  from  the  floor,  in  the  East,  and 
to  permit  him  to  confer  either  of  the  degrees.  New  Jersey,  186/, 
p.  177.” 

The  following  decision  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  is  also 
worthy  of  notice  : 

“  Question.—  Does  speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  Holy  Bible  con¬ 
stitute  a  Masonic  offence  ;  if  so,  what  should  be  the  penalty. 

“  Answer.— Yes ;  the  Holy  Bible  is  one  of  the  three  great  Lights  of 
Masonry;  and  any  Mason  who  speaks  disrespectfully  of  it  shows  a 
disregard  of  one  of  the  first  lessons  taught  him  at  his  initiation. 
The  punishment  should  be  in  accordance  with  the  gravity  of  the 
offence.” 

In  this  jurisdiction  are  these  statistics  :  Initiated,  145  ;  Passed,  135  ; 
Baised,137 ;  Admitted,  144 ;  Master  Masons,  921 ;  Dues  to  Grand 
Lodge,  $2,261. 
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NEW  JEESEY. 

Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey,  at  the  Eighty- 
second  Grand  Annual  Communication,  held  at  the  city  of  Trenton, 
January  20th  and  21st,  1869.  M.  W.  Henry  It.  Cannon,  Grand 
Master,  read  his  Annual  Address.  In  the  course  of  it  he  says : 

4  4  Having  received  and  accepted  a  fraternal  invitation  from  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  Vaux  of  Pennsylvania,  a  portion  of  the  Grand  Officers 
were  present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  New  Masonic 
Temple,  now  in  process  of  erection  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
they  will  always  recall  with  unalloyed  pleasure  the  fraternal  courtesies 
extended  to  them  upon  that  occasion.  The  interests  of  Masonry  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  having  been  originall}' 
entrusted  to  the  superintending  care  of  one  Provincial  Grand  Master, 
the  organization  of  our  respective  Grand  Lodges  having  occurred 
simultaneously,  having  together  passed  through  the  fiery  ordeal  of 
persecution  during  the  Anti-Masonic  crusade,  and  the  most  cordial 
and  fraternal  relations  having  ever  existed  between  the  brethren  of 
the  two  jurisdictions,  it  seemed  most  appropriate  that  we  should  be 
present  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  upon  such  an  occasion, 
and  tender  to  them  our  heartfelt  congratulations  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  great  undertaking.” 

Among  his  decisions  are  the  following : 

4.  44  A  slight  impediment  of  speech,  not  sufficient  to  prevent  a 
person  from  repeating  the  work  intelligibly,  is  not  sufficient  cause  for 
the  rejection  of  a  candidate. 

6.  44  Residents  of  this  jurisdiction,  made  Masons  in  another,  without 
consent,  should  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  irregularity  of  their 
making,  nor  deprived  of  the  right  of  visitation  for  that  reason  solely.” 

In  the  peroration,  among  other  beautiful  things  he  says :  4  4  Masonry 
is  not  a  society  founded,  as  we  fear  too  many  suppose,  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  social  pleasure,  or  entertainment,  of  an  evening  in  each  week. 
It  has  a  higher,  nobler  aim.  It  seeks  the  good  and  well-being  of 
mankind  everywhere,  and  under  all  circumstances.  It  seeks  to  relieve 
the  distressed,  to  cheer  the  downcast,  to  elevate  the  race,  and  to  incul¬ 
cate  those  sound  moral  principles  upon  which,  in  a  great  degree,  is  based 
all  human  happiness.” 
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We  see  nothing  else  in  the  proceedings  o±  interest  to  Masons  in 
general,  but  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  says : 

u  We  find  so  much  of  interesting  and  profitable  discussion  contained 
in  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master,”  (of  Pennsylvania,)  “  that  they 
make  free  use  of  the  scissors.”  “  They  commend  to  the  fraternal  com 
sideration  of  the  brethren  of  New  Jersey,  whom,  as  next  door  neighbor, 
the  suggestion  may  naturally  affect,  an  extract  from  Brother  Yaux’s 
address  upon  a  subject  suggested  by  the  peculiarities  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  work.”  And  also,  “Upon  the  necessity  of  instructing 
candidates  as  they  proceed  as  worthy  of  the  most  serious  considera¬ 
tion,  and  present  the  views  upon  this  subject  held  in  New  Jersey.” 

Number  of  Members,  7,729  ;  Lodges,  98. 

We  have  also  received  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  Jersey  at  their  Eighty-first  Annual  Communication,  held 
January  22d  and  23d,  1868.  This  is  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  received  last  year  and  reviewed  in  our  report  made  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  28tli  of  December,  1868.  In  that  report 
the  general  summary  of  the  condition  of  the  Order  was  omitted. 
We  give  it  in  this  report  : 


Number  of  Lodges, 

91 

“  Members, 

6,891 

Dimitted,  ..... 

194 

Suspended, . 

85 

Deceased, . 

71 

Expelled, . 

4 

Number  of  Eellow  Crafts, 

167 

“  “  Entered  Apprentices,  . 

...  290 

\ 


12 
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NEW  YOEK. 

The  Eighty-ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  opened  at  the  Grand  Lodge  Room,  Apollo 
Hail,  City  of  New  York,  on  the  afternoon  of  June  1st,  1869. 

M.  W.  James  Gibson,  Grand  Master,  in  the  chair.  The  Grand 
Master  delivered  the  annual  address.  We  note  several  of  the  subjects 
he  touched  upon,  and  make  some  extracts,  as  worthy  of  perusal  by 
the  Craft  generally. 

He  mentions  the  decease  of  two  members  of  the  Order,  W.  Sew  all 
Fisk,  Grand  Tyler,  who  died  at  the  city  of  New  York,  in  August 
last,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  Grand  Tyler  for 
over  eighteen  years. 

The  other  is  that  of  Rev.  and  R.  W.  Charles  II.  Platt,  Chaplain 
of  that  Grand  Lodge.  He  had  been  the  rector  of  several  Episcopal 
churches.  More  than  twenty  years  of  his  life  were  dedicated  to  the 
active  services  of  the  ministry.  He  also  served  as  a  chaplain  in  the 
Eighth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers,  during  the  late  civil  war. 
He  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  New  York,  in  1822,  and  died 
February  24tli,  1869. 

He  also  states  that  application  was  made  to  him  for  a  dispensation 
“  To  open  a  Lodge  for  the  admission  of  a  particular  sect,  as  those  only 
who  believed  in  a  certain  form  of  religion.”  He  denied  the  applica¬ 
tion.  In  so  doing  he  was  certainly  right.  A  belief  in  the  existence 
of  God  is  the  only  religious  test  Masonry  requires  of  its  members. 
To  grant  a  dispensation  for  the  opening  of  a  Lodge  with  a  denomina¬ 
tional  creed  as  a  prerequisite  for  membership,  would  be  demanding  a 
new  qualification,  and  thus  infringing  a  well-known  landmark.  If 
granted  to  one  denomination,  no  valid  reason  could  be  given  why  the 
favor  should  not  be  granted  to  another.  Then  we  might  have  Presby-  • 
terian  Lodges,  Episcopal  Lodges,  Baptist  Lodges,  Methodist  Lodges, 
Hebrew  Lodges,  and  as  many  others  as  there  are  creeds  in  the  world. 
Then,  let  us  ask,  if  granted,  what  will  become  of  Masonic  unity  ? 
What  of  universal  brotherhood?  Truly  the  proposition  appears 
too  absurd  to  admit  of  a  serious  argument  in  its  favor,  much  less 
one  in  opposition  to  it. 

We  are  pleased  to  observe  that  the  Grand  Master  of  New  York  has 
determined  that  the  right  of  her  sister  Grand  Lodges  shall  be  pro¬ 
tected,  and  shall  not  be  infringed  by  persons  who  come  within  her 
jurisdiction  from  their  own  domicils,  and  ask  to  have  conferred  upon 
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them  Masonic  honors  that  they  have  been  refused  at  home.  Hence, 
on  the  complaint  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin,  they  expelled  a 
person  from  the  privileges  of  the  Order  admitted  to  a  Lodge  at  Sag 
Harbor,  who  had  been  rejected  in  Wisconsin.  And  that  they  suspen¬ 
ded  the  warrant  of  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  4SG,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  the  complaint  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Nevada,  for  being  guilty  of 
alike  offence,  and  refusing  to  atone  for,  or  apologize  to  the  proper 
jurisdiction.  He  also  remarks  “that  the  invasions  of  Lodges  in  this 
State  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  each  other  have  been  numerous. 
*  The  suppression  of  this  evil,  and  the  necessary  executive  acts  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  commission  of  this  offence,  have  required  much  time 
and  labor,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  prevent  its  frequency  in  future.” 

The  Grand  Master  of  Rhode  Island  holds  that  a  man  who  has 
lost  one  foot,  and  had  it  replaced  by  an  artificial  one,  was  a  fit  subject 
to  be  entered  as  an  apprentice  Mason.  We  remarked  upon  this  deci¬ 
sion,  under  the  proper  head,  when  we  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  that  State,  but  we  find  those  of  the  Grand  Master  of 
New  York  so  conclusive  of  the  matter,  that  we  give  them  entire. 

a  The  landmark  touching  the  physical  qualifications  required  of  a 
candidate,  in  order  to  become  a  Mason,  is  so  brief  and  explicit,  and 
without  either  exception  or  circumlocution,  that  it  would  seem  as 
though  it  could  be  readily  understood  and  obeyed.  Ity  the  Constitution 
it  is  required  c  that  men,  to  be  made  Masons,  must  be  at  least  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  freeborn,  of  good  report,  hale  and  sound,  not  deformed, 
or  dismembered,  and  no  woman — no  eunuch.’  The  ancient  Gothic 
Constitution  was  equally  plain,  and  required  him  ‘  to  be  without 
blemish,  and  to  have  the  full  and  proper  use  of  his  limbs.’ 

“  By  the  Holy  Law,  the  qualifications  of  one  for  the  service  of  the 
Temple,  were  written  thus  :  i  For  whatsoever  man  he  be  that  hath  a 
blemish,  he  shall  not  approach  ;  a  blind  man,  or  a  lame,  or  he  that 
hath  a  flat  nose,  or  anything  superfluous  ;  or  a  man  that  is  broken¬ 
footed  or  broken-handed,  or  crook-backed,  or  a  dwarf,  or  that  hath  a 
blemish  in  his  eye,  or  be  scurvy,  or  scabbed.’ 

“It  thus  mattered  not  how  good  and  proper  the  man  might  other¬ 
wise  be,  but  for  this  purpose  he  could  not  be  accepted,  unless  thus 
physically  qualified.  This  strict  rule  of  physical  qualification  is  not 
only  a  landmark,  but  in  this  jurisdiction  has  the  additional  sanction, 
as  we  have  seen,  of  a  constitutional  enactment. 

“It  seems  to  be  supposed,  however,  that  it  can  be  evaded  by  collu¬ 
sion,  fraud,  or  judicial  blindness,  or  disregarded  with  impunity,  or 
dispensed  with  by  vote  of  a  Lodge,  or  by  the  edict  of  the  Grand 
Master. 
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“  Holding  the  principles  I  have  stated  as  the  rule  and  guide  to  my 
official  action  on  the  question  of  the  external  physical  qualifications 
of  one  seeking  to  he  a  Mason,  and  knowing  nothing  hut  the  line  of 
duty,  and  trying  to  do  it  myself,  and  holding  all  others  in  authority 
to  the  same  strict  rule,  I  have,  in  the  particular  case,  specified  in  the 
decisions  appended  hereto,  excluded  or  stopped  the  candidates,  as  soon 
as  reported  officially  as  being  disqualified  within  the  rule. 

“  To  all  application  for  the  dispensing  power  on  this  subject,  I  have 
returned  the  uniform  answer,  that  the  Grand  Master,  not  even  the 
Grand  Lodge,  can  dispense  with  its  requirements.  It  is  a  landmark 
that  cannot  he  removed.  If  the  right  exists  to  take  it  down  stone  by 
stone,  it  may  be  taken  down  bodily,  and  it  thus  ceases  to  be  a  land¬ 
mark.  To  complaints  of  the  removal,  or  attempted  removal,  of  this 
land-mark  by  Lodges,  I  have  given  prompt  attention,  and  have 
stopped  the  attempt  at  the  point  where  the  knowledge  of  it  reached 
me,  and  have  interdicted  the  further  communication  of  light  in 
Masonry  to  initiated  candidates  thus  situated,  or  any  light  to  those 
not  initiated.  No  ancient  landmark,  nor  indeed,  any  other  rule  of 
law  can  be  maintained  in  strict  force,  without  there  occasionally 
arising  a  case  of  apparent  hardship.  We  should,  then,  consider 
whether  it  is  not  better  to  maintain  the  harmony  and  universality  of 
Masonry,  by  keeping  up  our  landmarks,  or  sacrifice  them  merely  to 
enable  the  strange  and  profane,  the  maimed,  halt,  blind,  deformed,  or 
with  something  superfluous,  to  become  initiates  in  our  Fraternity. 
The  commandment  of  the  law  is  :  ‘  Thou  shalt  not  remove  the  land¬ 
mark  ;  ’  and  again  :  1  "Remove  not  the  ancient  land-mark  thy  fathers 
have  set.’ 

“Applications  have  been  made  to  me  to  remove  the  landmark  in 
favor  of  ‘an  eminently  worthy  citizen,’ — of  1  an  excellent  and  highly 
intelligent  man,  whom  every  member  of  the  Lodge  desired  to  admit  ’ — 
of  ‘an  honored  and  respected  man,’ — and  of  one  ‘who,  while  in  the 
United  States  Army,  and  in  the  service  of  his  country,  lost  one  of  his 
limbs  ;  ’  and  of  many  others,  the  particulars  of  which  it  is  not  neces¬ 
sary  to  state.  I  have  uniformly  refused  to  relax  the  rule,  and 
have  inflexibly  upheld  the  ancient  land-mark  in  all  its  purity  and 
simplicity. 

“My  brethren,  we  cannot  reward  merit  and  honor  in  civil  life,  or 
bravery  and  valor  on  the  battle-field,  by  making  such  civilian  or  warrior 
a  Mason  in  violation  of  our  principles.  We  confer  no  honor  thereby, 
only  stultify  ourselves.  We  may,  as  citizens,  confer  the  honors  in  our 
gift  on  him  who  has  faithfully  served  the  State  or  the  Nation  in  its 
councils  or  offices,  or  crown  the  brave  defender  of  his  country  with 


loving  gifts  in  life,  and  erect  an  imperishable  monument  to  liis  memory 
at  his  death.  But  there  are  some  things  beyond  our  power  to  confer  t 
and  if  the  candidate  has  become  maimed,  whether  in  the  civil  or  the 
military  service  of  his  country,  or  how  otherwise,  Masonry  is  one  of 
the  gifts  that  cannot  then  be  conferred  on  him ;  and  this  not  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  unworthiness,  but  of  our  inability.  Me  can  no  more 
confer  these  degrees  on  him  lawfully,  than  we  can  restore  naturally 
the  limb  which  he  has  lost.  And  the  most  that  we  can  even  attempt 
towards  that  restoration  would  be  to  make  for  him  a  substitute  for 
the  thing  lost— a  limb  of  wood  or  other  substance,  which  would  be  no 
more  like  a  natural  limb,  one  of  flesh  and  blood,  and  containing  the 
principle  of  life,  than  he,  if  made  a  Mason,  would  be  like  a  perfect 
ashlar  in  the  Masonic  temple.’ ' 


DECISIONS  OF  THE  GRAND  MASTER. 

TERRITORIAL  JURISDICTION  OF  LODGES. 

The  territorial  jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge  extends  to  a  point  equi¬ 
distant  between  it  and  the  nearest  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction. 


OF  THE  BALLOT— ITS  SECRECY. 

u  It  is  to  be  inviolably  kept  secret ;  it  is  to  be  always  so  spread  that  no 
one  present  will  know,  or  can  know,  how  any  other  votes.  Every 
member- present  is  to  vote  ;  no  one  can  be  excused,  or  ask  to  be  ex¬ 
cused,  or  state  reasons  for  voting,  or  not  voting,  or  state  objections  to 
the  candidate,  or  arguments  in  his  favor,  or  discuss  the  subject  at  all, 
nor  after  the  result  is  delared  can  any  debate  be  had.” 

We  do  not  think  this  correct.  Why  cannot  objections  be  stated  ? 
How  are  brethren  to  vote  intelligently  if  they  have  no  knowledge 
of  the  candidate  ?  Why  cannot  false  impressions  be  removed,  and  an 
unfavorable  ballot  avoided,  if  done  before  the  ballot  is  spread  V 


OF  STRIKING  FROM  ROLL. 

u  The  name  of  an  insane  brother,  in  good  standing,  when  attacked 
with  disease  causing  insanity,  or  when  becoming  insane  suddenly, 
cannot  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  Lodge  for  non-payment  of 
dues.  The  brother  is  in  distress,  from  loss  of  reason,  and  while  in 
that  condition,  cannot  be  proceeded  against  for  not  doing  what  it  re¬ 
quires  reason  and  recollection  to  do.  He  is  under  God’s  hand,  and 
his  Lodge  cannot  afflict  him.” 
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GRANTING  RELIEF. 

“In  granting  relief,  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  the  Lodges,  injus¬ 
tice  to  itself  and  to  other  meritorious  claims  on  its  bounty,  that  it 
should  scrutinize  the  case  thoroughly  and  ascertain  the  facts.  If  the 
applicant  has  means  of  his  own,  sufficient  for  his  necessity,  the  appli¬ 
cation  should  be  entirely  denied ;  or  if  there  is  any  other  person  or 
property  legally  liable  for,  and  able  or  sufficient  to  meet  the  obligation 
of  his  support,  that  should  be  called  for  before  exhausting  the  funds 
of  the  Lodge.  Lodges,  therefore,  should  not  yield  to  such  demands, 
in  favor  of  Masons  having  wealthy  relatives,  legally  and  morally  lia¬ 
ble  for  their  maintenance ;  and  it  is  shameful  that  such  applications 
should  be  made. 

“  There  is  an  error  prevailing  quite  generally,  that  Lodges  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  are  in  some  respects  beneficial  societies,  and 
partake  of  their  duties.  Now  this  is  totally  erroneous.  Our  Lodges 
are  not  founded  for  life,  or  health,  or  accident  insurance  purposes,  nor 
for  giving  relief  for  funeral  benefits.  If  any  one  wishes  to  secure 
these  objects,  there  are  many  excellent  organizations  to  which  he  can 
resort,  and  accomplish  his  object,  and  be  certain  of  a  fixed  and  determi¬ 
nate  sum,  without  any  regard  to  the  will,  or  the  pleasure,  or  the 
feeling  of  the  society  or  organization  which  he  has  joined.  But  Lodges 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  are  not  of  that  kind,  and  do  not  give, 
or  profess  to  give,  any  such  privileges  or  benefits.  Their  fees  for 
initiation,  and  their  charges  for  dues,  are  not  based  on  any  calculation 
of  the  duration  of  health,  or  the  liability  to  disease  of  the  petitioner. 
These  are  wholly  foreign  to  the  objects  of  our  Fraternity.” 

ADDRESS  OF  R.  W.  FERDINAND  C.  EWEE. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  at  their  last  Communica¬ 
tion,  R.  W.  Brother  Ewee  was  invited  to  deliver  an  address,  not  to 
exceed  twenty  minutes,  before  the  present  Grand  Lodge,  on  some  sub¬ 
ject  relating  to  Masonry.  He  chose  as  his  subject  the  power  of 
the  united  effort  of  the  organized  Masonry,  when  acting  in  concert : 
showed  how  pcfwerful  it  was,  and  that  this  power  ought  to  be  directed 
to  founding  institutions  devoted  to  charity,  benevolence,  and  the 
general  well-being  of  the  human  race.  From  it  we  cannot  make  ex¬ 
tracts  which  would  convey  any  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
brother  has  treated  the  subject  and  exhibited  “the  energies  which 
lie  latent  within  us  as  a  Masonic  body.”  We  commend  it  to  the 
perusal  of  the  Fraternity.  To  show  his  earnestness  in  the  matter, 
we  give  his  concluding  words  as  follows  : 
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“  With  the  confidence  of  the  world  gained,  we  shall  have  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  supporting  any  benevolent  institutions  which  the  wisdom  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  may  see  fit  to  found.  Money  will  invisibly  flow  to 
them  from  without  as  well  as  from  within.  Our  rule  has  been  :  “  Get 
money ,  and  then  go  on”  But  there  is  another  and  a  better  rule,  which 
always  has  worked,  and  will  work  as  long  as  the  human  heart  is  what 
it  is  ;  that  rule  is,  ‘  Go  on  in  earnest  work  and  the  money  will  come. 
For  man  loves  acts,  not  words ;  deeds,  not  promises,  to  do/1 


The  Committe  of  Foreign  Correspondence  repoited  through  M.  ~SS . 
John  J.  Lewis  their  annual  report.  In  a  note  Brother  Lewis  states 
that  the  report  like  that  of  last  year  was  written  by  Brother  John  IV. 
Simons  and  IV.  Pennu.  This  note  he  affixed  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  writers  of  the  report,  and  as  an  act  of  Masonic  justice  to  them. 
The  report  is  ably  written,  and  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-eight 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  eleven  Continental  Lodges,  and 
that  of  England  and  Mexico. 


Of  the  utility  of  reports  of  Committees  of  Foreign  Correspondence, 
he  thus  writes  : 


“  On  the  questions  of  internal  police  which  are  being  discussed  by 
various  Grand  Lodges  in  this  country,  we  are  yet  far  from  a  general 
agreement.  Still  we  have  faith  that,  by  the  very  fact  of  discussion,  we 
shall  ultimately  come  to  be  so  near  alike  that  the  differences  will  be 
unworthy  of  notice,  and  this  brings  us  to  say,  that  in  the  leports  in 
which  these  discussions  are  found,  the  Craft  finds  its  profit.  The 
Writers  know  the  prevailing  views  of  their  own  jurisdictions,  and 
maintain  them,  and  hence  the  Report  on  Correspondence  of  any  pai- 
ticular  jurisdiction  furnishes  a  complete  digest  of  the  views  of  that 
jurisdiction  on  the  various  questions  presented  in  the  journals  undei 
review.  JVe  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  no  individual  utterance  w  ould 
or  could  carry  with  it  the  weight  of  these  semi-official  expressions  of 
opinion  ’,  nor  do  we  believe  that  any  permanent  effect  would  be  pro¬ 
duced  on  Grand  Lodge  action  by  any  other  means  ',  hence  our  opinion 
that  these  reports,  laborious  in  preparation,  voluminous  and  expen¬ 
sive  in  publication  as  they  are,  form  an  indispensable  desideratum  in 
arriving  at  a  clear  understanding  of  current  Masonic  history. 

o  w 


Humber  of  Lodges  in  the  State,  .... 

“  represented  in  Annual  Communication  of  1869, 


643 

609 


of  Initiations, . 

“  .  of  Affiliations, . 

u  of  Deaths, . 

u  of  Rejections, . 

Whole  number  of  Members  on  June  1st,  1869, 


7,609 

1,103 

695 

2,526 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Not  having  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Hampshire,  we  wrote  to  Brother  Horace  Chase,  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State,  and  received  the  following  prompt 
reply,  which  we  give  as  our  report  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Grand 
Lodge,  for  the  year  ending  June  9th,  1869. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  31.  W.  Grand  Lodge  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 

of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  December  6th,  1869. 

Robert  J.  Fisher,  Esq. 

Sir  and  Brother: — Your  note  of  tlie  4tli  inst.  is  this  evening  just 
received.  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  I  cannot  comply  with  your  request. 
The  proceedings  of  the  semi-annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  Annual  Communication  in  June  last,  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  printer,  and  will  not  be  ready  for  distribution  till  about  the  time  of 
meeting  of  your  Grand  Lodge. 

The  printing  of  our  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  has  been  greatly  delayed  by 
reason  of  crowding  too  much  labor  upon  the  same  individual.  Two  years  since 
a  Committee  was  appointed  to  revise  our  Grand  Constitution.  That  Committee 
reported  a  new  and  lengthy  Constitution  in  June,  1868,  which  was  continued 
till  last  June,  when  it  was  adopted.  On  its  adoption  the  Grand  Lodge  directed 
the  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  who  is  also  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  to  procure  the  printing  of  the  Grand  Constitution, 
and  also  prepare  and  have  printed  with  the  same  such  forms  as  were  appro¬ 
priate  and  required  under  it.  Preparing  these  forms  delayed  the  printing  of 
the  Constitution,  and  printing  the  Constitution  delayed  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  and  the  whole  delayed  the  printing  of  the  Journal. 

Our  Grand  Lodge  has  a  Semi-Annual  Communication  on  the  28th  of  this 
month,  when  !  hope  to  have  the  Journal  ready  for  distribution.  Nothing  will 
delay  it  beyond  that  time  but  the  want  of  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 
Except  that  the  copy  is  all  in  the  printers’  hands,  and  about  one-half  in  print, 
and  proof  corrected. 

That  you  may,  at  least,  be  able  to  say  in  your  report  that  you  have  heard 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Granite  State,  by  the  hand  of  their  Grand 
Secretary,  1  enclose  to  you  a  list  of  the  Grand  Officers  elected  last  June. 

I  also  give  you  the  statistics  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  table  of  which  I  have 
this  day  finished  for  publication. 

The  Subordinate  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  number  as  high  as  88.  Some 
within  this  number  are  dormant,  so  that  now  we  have  71  working  Lodges, 
with  6,431  members,  597  initiations,  $895  50  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge  as  by 
the  returns  of  last  June. 

I  am,  worthy  sir,  most  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

HORACE  CHASE, 

Grand  Secretary. 

Officers  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity 
of  Free  and  Accept  ed  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  elected  at  the  annual 
Communication,  holden  at  Masonic  Temple,  Concord,  Wednesday,  June  9, ’69. 

Alexander  M.  Winn,  Farmington,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

•John  R.  Holbrook,  Portsmouth,  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Nathaniel  W.  Cumner,  Manchester,  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

William  Barrett,  Nashua,  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

•John  Knowlton,  Portsmouth,  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Horace  Chase,  Hopkinton,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Xorth  Carolina  commenced  its  Eighty-second 
Annual  Communication,  in  the  City  of  Raleigh,  on  Monday,  Decem¬ 
ber  7th,  1868. 

M.  W.  R.  IV.  Best,  Grand  Master,  delivered  the  annual  address. 
From  it  we  present  the  following  extracts:  ’’Brethren,  we  should 
never  let  our  political  opinions  control  our  thoughts,  much  less  our 
actions,  when  we  enter  the  Lodge,  and  any  man  that  does  so  is  not 
worthy  the  name  of  Mason.  During  the  late  war  too  man}  of  us 
let  our  zeal  and  sympathy  get  the  upper  hand  of  our  judgment,  and 
in  looking  over  the  returns  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  for  those  years, 
one  would  almost  conclude  that  the  ’  Black  Balls  7  in  the  Lodges  had 
been  thrown  away,  or  at  least  they  were  too  seldom  brought  into  re¬ 
quisition  :  the  result  of  which  we  are  now  reaping,  for  it  gives  me 
sorrow  to  sav  it,  }Tet  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  a  ver}  laige  pei 
cent,  of  those  "came  into  the  Order  for  mercenary  and  selfish  motives, 
and  since  those  motives  have  been  accomplished,  they  are  but  drones 
in  the  great  hive  of  Masonry." 

*  *  *  *  ***** 

u  There  is  too  niucji  shallow  indulgence  and  mock  charity  in  some 
of  our  Lodges ;  there  are  innumerable  parasites  climbing  in  and 
through  the  Temple  bent  on  plunder  and  eager  for  destruction.” 

*****  **  * 

“  Masonry  is  not  elevated  by  numbers.  Ten  good  and  true  Masons 
in  a  Lodge  are  worth  more  to  the  institution  than  a  hundred  such  as 
I  have  mentioned,  and  if  the  “  Black  Balls  ”  were  brought  more  into 
use  it  would  result  in  good.  If  the  Subordinate  Lodges  were  to  re¬ 
ceive  no  new  members  during  the  next  year,  but  devote  the  whole  of 
that  time  to  purging  their  Lodges  of  unworthy  and  offending  members, 
and  of  the  straightening  of  their  finances,  I  venture  the  assertion 
that  Masonry  would  be  in  greater  repute  than  ever  before.” 


“  WORK.” 

On  this  subject  he  says  :  “  You  are  all  doubtless  aware  of  the  re¬ 

adoption.  at  our  last  Annual  Communication,  of  what  is  called  the 
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‘Stevenson  Work.’  Brother  Stevenson  being  present,  was  called 
upon  to  exemplify  the  work,  which  proved  very  unsatisfactory  to  the 
representatives  then  present,  including  many  of  the  supporters  of  his 
system.  Being  an  advocate  of  his  system,  I  must  confess  that  I  was 
not  satisfied.  I  thought  that  either  he  had  changed  it,  or  I  did  not 
have  his  work,  and  I  felt  certain  that  if  the  work,  as  exemplified  by 
him,  was  taught  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  that  it  would  tend 
greatly  to  mar  the  labors  of  this  meeting,  and  for  years  to  come 
would  be  a  bone  of  contention  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 
By  the  assertion  that  Brother  S.  had  changed,  I  did  not  intend  to 
convey  the  idea  that  he  had  made  any  changes  ;  but  in  view  of  his 
advanced  age,  the  troubles  and  perplexities  incident  upon  the  late 
four  years’  struggle,  it  is  but  natural  for  him  or  any  one  else  to  have 
changed.  After  the  session  closed,  my  mind  was  so  much  exercised 
upon  the  subject  that  I  called  the  ‘Jurisprudence  Committee’  and 
several  of  the  leading  Masons  of  the  city  together,  for  consultation 
and  advice  in  the  matter.  I  suggested  a  proposition,  which  was  ac¬ 
quiesced  in  by  them  all.  I  then  had  an  interview  with  Brother 
Stevenson  and  stated  my  proposition  to  him,  which  he  accorded  in 
most  cheerfully. 

“  Not  being  entirely  satisfied  to  act  on  so  grave  a  subject,/  even  with 
the  approbation  of  those  mentioned,  I  wrote  to  several  of  the  leading 
Masons  in  the  State,  including  several  Past  Grand  Masters,  to  get 
their  opinion  on  my  proposition,  and  am  gratified  to  state  that  not  a 
solitary  objection  was  raised  to  it,  but  on  the  contrary  it  was  highly 
recommended  as  being  the  best  plan  to  get  a  work  that  would  be  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  Masons  in  the  State.  My  proposition  was  this  :  To 
call  a  convention  of  Masons  who  had,  directly  or  indirectly,  taught 
the  work  of  Brother  Stevenson,  (as  taught  by  him  in  1849,)  to  meet 
with  him  and  myself,  and  go  over  the  work,  and  see  if  any  changes 
had  been,  and  if  it  were  necessary  any  should  be  made.  Accordingly 
I  summoned  Brothers  W.  G.  Hill,  A.  T.  Jerkins,  Alfred  Martin 
and  Si  H.  Rountree,  to  meet  with  Brother  Stevenson  and  myself, 
to  enter  upon  our  work.  We  met  during  the  month  of  February, 
and  were  in  laborious  session  some  ten  or  twelve  days  ;  almost  every 
inch  of  ground  was  examined  and  discussed,  and  when  any  change 
was  made  it  was  not  done  without  the  approbation  of  Brother 
Stevenson,  and  was  adopted  by  him  as  his  work,  and  the  Lecturers 
were  so  instructed.  I  will  remark  here  that  I  had  no  selfish  motive 
to  gratify  in  the  course  I  pursued  in  this  matter,  but  being  at  the  head 
of  the  Craft  in  this  State,  I  acted  from  what  I  conceived  to  be  a  sense 
of  duty,  in  preserving  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Craft  in  my  ju¬ 
risdiction,  and  therefore  submit  my  action  for  the  approval  or  dis- 
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approval  of  tlie  Grand  Lodge.  The  work  as  agreed  upon  in  said 
convention  will  be  exemplified  during  this  session  for  your  adoption 
or  rejection.” 


The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  recommends  a  National  Masonic 
Congress,  to  be  held  about  the  middle  of  January,  1870,  at  the  City  of 
New  York.  As  we  will  refer  to  this  matter  in  the  conclusion  of  this 
report,  we  only  mention  the  subject  in  this  place,  as  the  lecommen- 
dation  appears  to  be  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Master  of  North 

Carolina. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  resolutions  intro¬ 
duced  at  the  last  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  by  P.  G.  M. 
Brother  Wm.  G.  Hill,  adverse  to  the  use  of  a  key  or  cipher  to  Ma¬ 
sonic  Work  and  Bitual,  and  proceedings  relating  thereto,  submitted 
their  report:  “They  state  that  they  have  written  to  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  several  States,  and  received  replies  from  Maine,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  Connecticut,  Bliode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Michigan,  Mis¬ 
souri,  Illinois,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  Colorado, 
and  Iowa,  also  from  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  that  all  of  them,  with  the  slight 
exception  of  Rhode  Island,  express  a  decided  opposition  to  written 
Masonry  of  any  kind,  and  regard  it  as  a  dangerous  innovation  on  the 
ancient  principles  of  the  Order,  in  violation  of  its  solemn  obligation, 
and  having  a  tendency  to  destroy  and  obliterate  the  peculiar  features 
which  have  alwaj^s  characterised  it  and  tended  to  its  preservation  to 
the  present  time.  In  no  one  of  these  jurisdictions  is  a  key  of  the  work, 
either  letter  or  cipher,  tolerated  ;  it  is  deprecated  by  the  high  officers  in 
all,  and  in  many  has  been  the  subject  of  stringent  resolutions.  These 
keys  are  found  in  the  possession  of  some  members,  but  generally  in  a 
very  secret  Way,  and  the  very  secrecy  of  their  use  is  strong  evidence 
of  the  great  doubt  entertained  by  them  of  the  propriety  of  the 
practice.” 

The  Committee  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

“  Eesolved^  That  the  making  or  using  of  the  letter  or  cipher  to  the 
true  Masonic  work  and  mysteries,  is  not  authorized  by  the  ancient 
customs  of  the  Order,  is  contrary  to  its  principles  and  teachings,  and 
cannot  therefore  be  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Lodge.” 
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*c  Resolved,  That  tlie  true  Masonic  mysteries  should  be  taught  and 
handed  down  by  oral  teaching  alone,  as  has  been  done  from  remote 
ages,  and  that  any  departure  from  this  principle  is  frought  with  dan¬ 
ger  to  the  institution.” 

We  highly  approve  of  these  resolutions,  but  we  are  of  opinion  they 
do  not  go  a  sufficient  length.  In  our  report  made  last  December,  in 
speaking  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire  in 
not  expelling  certain  brethren  for  preparing  and  publishing  a  book 
purporting  to  contain  the  work  and  lectures  approved  by  that 
Grand  Lodge,  we  said  their  sin  “  was  the  unpardonable  sin  against 
Freemasonry,”  and  we  repeat  here  that  the  offence  of  using  ciphers 
is  an  offence  no  less  reprehensible,  and  that  in  Pennsylvania  it  would 
not  be  tolerated  or  pardoned,  but  expulsion  would  be  certain. 

The  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  also  contain  an  eloquent  eulogism 
on  the  life  and  character  of  P.  G.  M.  William  F.  Collins,  deceased. 
It  commences  on  the  33d  page  of  the  report.  We  recommend  every 
brother  to  give  it  a  careful  perusal.  It  is  from  the  gifted  pen  of  Bro¬ 
ther  George  Badger  Harris.  A  memorial  page  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  P.  G.  M.  Collins. 

The  death  of  R.  W.  P.  S.  W.  Brother  William  Landis  having 
been  announced,  a  Committee  was  appointed  who  reported  appropriate 
resolutions  and  a  brief  memoir  of  the  deceased.  A  memorial  page 
sacred  to  his  memory  adorns  the  pages  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 


The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  is  com¬ 
posed  by  Brother  Robert  G.  Vance.  He  reviews  the  proceedings 
of  thirty-eight  Grand  Lodges,  besides  those  of  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia,  Canada,  France  and  Brazil.  It  contains  87  pages  of  well- 
written  and  closely-printed  matter.  We  regret  we  have  not  space  to 
alude  to  some  of  its  merits.  Our  brother  must  take  the  will  for  the 
deed. 

Number  of  Lodges,  297  ;  U.  D.  6.  Total  membership,  11,184. 
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OHIO. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Ohio  held  its  Fifty-ninth  Annual 
Communication  at  Dayton,  October  20th,  1868. 

Most  Worshipful  Bro.  Howard  Mathews,  Grand  Master,  read 
his  official  statement  and  recommendations  and  delivered  the  annual 
address.  In  his  address  he  gives  the  following  cases  of  discipline. 

goon  after  the  close  of  your  last  Communication,  complaints  of  a 
very  serious  nature  were  made  to  me  against  the  Master  of  Hamer 
Lodo-e,  No.  167.  As  soon  as  possible  thereafter  I  issued  my  special 
proxy  to  Bro.  Charles  C.  Kiefer,  of  Dayton,  empowering  him  to 
repair  to  Wapakonetta,  hear  all  the  facts,  and  take  such  action  as 
he  should  think  proper.  He  faithfully  and  with  great  promptness 
attended  to  the  duty  assigned  him,  and  reported  to  me,  advising  the 
suspension  of  the  Master  from  his  functions.  I  issued  my  order  to  this 
effect  on  the  15th  of  November,  1867,  and  transmitted  the  same  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Lodge,  ordering  him  to  read  it  to  the  Lodge  at  the 
next  stated  meeting,  and  enter  it  on  the  records.  At  the  next  stated 
meeting  of  the  Lodge,  held  December  7th.  1867,  the  Secretary,  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  several  other  members,  omitted  to  read  my 
order  suspending  the  Master,  and  he  presided.  The  annual  election 
of  officers  was  had  and  other  business  transacted,  and  just  previous 
to  closing  the  Lodge  the  order  was  read— thus  attempting  to  nullify  the 
action  had  by  me  in  the  premises.  These  facts  having  come  to  my 
knowledge,  I  arrested  the  charter  of  the  Lodge  until  an  investigation 
could  be  had,  and  not  being  able  to  attend  to  the  matter  personally,  I 
issued  to  Brother  C.  C.  Kiefer,  my  special  proxy,  again  empowering 
him  to  repair  to  Wapakonetta,  and  after  learning  all  the  facts,  to 
advise  such  action  in  the  premises  as  the  case,  in  his  judgment, 
demanded.  He  attended  to  the  duty,  and  recommended  that  the 
charter  be  restored  ;  that  while  an  offence  had  been  committed,  it  had 
been  done  by  a  few  of  the  members,  and  not  by  the  Lodge,  which  was 
inclined  to  be  obedient  to  constituted  authority.  Acting  on  his 
recommendation,  I  restored  the  charter  on  the  28th  of  February,  1868. 
declared  the  election  of  officers  and  all  other  business  transacted  at  the 
meeting  held  December  7th,  1867,  to  be  null  and  void  ;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  further  punishing  the  deposed  Master,  I  refused  to  permit 
a  new  election,  but  required  the  officers  of  the  previous  3'ear  to  hold 
over — thereby  creating  a  vacancj*  in  the  office  of  Master  for  the  entire 
year,  the  duties  of  that  office  to  be  discharged  by  the  Senior  Warden. 


♦ 
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t  ‘  I  trust  and  believe  that  this  occurrence  wil  lhave  a  salutary  effect 
on  the  interests  of  this  Lodge.  It  will  teach  them  that  care  should  be 
exercised  in  the  selection  of  proper  persons  to  occupy  the  position  of 
Master  of  the  Lodge.  He  may  have  wealth,  social  position,  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  many  other  qualities  calculated  to  enlist  the  friendship  and 
sympathies  of  his  fellows,  but  if  he  violates  the  cardinal  virtues  of 
temperance,  and  adds  to  it  the  practice  of  the  most  disgusting  vices, 
he  is  unfit  to  represent  the  institution  of  Masonry  before  the  world  ; 
an  institution  which  inculcates  the  practice  of  every  virtue  and  de¬ 
nounces  the  indulgence  of  every  vice. 

“  Complaint  was  made  to  me  by  a  member  of  Flushing  Lodge,  Ho. 
298,  that  he  had  enterred  a  written  protest  against  conferring  more 
degrees  on  two  entered  Apprentices  of  that  Lodge,  and  that  said  protest 
had  been  ordered  to  be  laid  “  under  the  table,”  by  a  vote  of  the  Lodge, 
and  that  the  other  degrees  had  been  afterward  conferred. 

“  I  issued  my  proxy  to  R.  W.  Bro.  James  Elliott,  Grand  Junior 
Warden,  to  repair  to  Flushing  Lodge,  and  investigate  the  matter. 
He  reported  to  me  that  the  charge  was  true,  and  I  accordingly  arrested 
the  Charter  of  the  Lodge  until  your  present  session,  and  I  recommend 
that  the  Charter  be  declared  forfeited.’’ 


SIDE  DEGREES. 

I 

He  thus  notices  side  degrees.  u  Among  the  resolutions  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  now  in  force,  is  one  found  on  page  50  of  Masonic  Constitutions, 
passed  in  1853,  as  follows  :  ‘  That  any  brother  conferring  the  so- 

called  side  degrees  is,  in  all  cases,  a  proper  subject  of  Masonic 
discipline.’ 

u  I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  growing  disposition  on  the  part  of 
brethren  in  certain  sections  of  the  State,  to  confer  a  degree  or  degrees 
on  the  wives  and  daughters  of  Masons,  and  giving  them  to  understand 
that  they  are  a  part  of  Masonry,  and  urging  in  extenuation  that  they 
would  ensure  to  the  recipients  the  benefits  of  Masonic  sympathy.  In 
the  long  series  of  years  through  which  we  trace  our  Masonic  history, 
we  find  no  warrant  or  authority  for  conferring  upon  women1  any 
Masonic  degree,  and  yet  have  the  widows  and  orphans  of  Masons 
ever  found  the  fullest  sympathy  from  the  institution. 

UI  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  shall,  in  addition  to  the 
present  prohibition,  forbid  the  use  of  Lodge  halls,  which  have  been 
solemnly  dedicated  to  Masonry,  to  be  perverted  to  such  uses.” 
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He  also  states  “  that  my  correspondence  with  other  Grand  Jurisdic¬ 
tions  has  heen  of  the  most  pleasant  and  fraternal  nature.  As  an 
instance  states  that  a  complaint  was  made  to  me  by  Manchester  Lodge, 
Ho.  317,  that  St.  Mary’s  Lodge,  Ho.  240,  in  ‘Kentucky,  had  infringed  its 
jurisdiction  by  initiating  a  candidate.  I  wrote  to  M.  W.  Brother  E. 
S.  Fitch,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Kentucky,  notifying  him  of  the 
fact,  and  he  immediately  instituted  an  investigation,  ascertained  that 
the  charge  was  true,  and  promptly  ordered  the  Lodge  to  restore  the  fee 
to  Manchester  Lodge,  and  to  desist  from  such  conduct  in  the  future. 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  our  esteemed  brother  of  Kentucky,  for  the  t.iue 
Masonic  courtesy  displayed  in  the  above  instance. 


In  another  part  of  his  address,  he  says  :  “I  would  suggest  the  col¬ 
lection  and  preservation  of  the  portraits  or  cabinet  photographs  of 
such  Past  Grand  Masters  of  Ohio  as  can  be  obtained,  or  of  others 
who  have  rendered  distinguished  service  to  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  Many  of  those  who  were  identified  with  our  early  history  have 
passed  away,  and  it  may  be  impossible  at  this  time  to  procure  a  por¬ 
trait,  but  there  are  others  still  living,  who,  in  a  few  years,  will  have 
gone  from  us.  I  conceive  that  it  will  be  a  matter  of  interest  at  least 
to  those  who  may  come  after  us,  and  submit  the  subject  for  your 
consideration.” 


The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  announces  the  demise  of  Brother 
Chester  Griswold,  M.  W.  Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Ohio, 
and  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  .Chapter  of  Ohio. 
“  The  Masonic  career  of  this  distinguished  brother  in  Ohio  was  brief, 
covering  a  period  of  about  nine  years,  yet  it  was  full  ot  promise. 
Elected  to  the  position  of  Grand  Junior  Warden  on  his  first  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  1818  elected  to  the  Grand  East, 
while  in  the  other  apartments  of  the  Temple  he  held  most  prominent 
places,  I  recommend  that  a  memorial  page  be  dedicated  to  his 
memory.”  From  the  printed  proceedings  it  appears  that  this  recom¬ 
mendation  has  been  complied  with. 


During  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Rev.  Brother  II  illis  Hall 
delivered  an  oration  before  the  Craft,  at  the  Opera  House,  which  is  a 
complete  vindication  of  Masonry  from  the  charge  that  the  members 
of  the  Order  substitute  its  teachings  for  religion.  Brother  Hall 
shows  that  it  is  only  an  adjunct,  preparing  the  character  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  religious  truth,  by  teaching  pure  morality  and  universal 
brotherhood  and  good-will  to  all  mankind. 
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COMMUTATION  OF  DUES. 

u  A  select  Committee  reported  a  plan  for  commutation  of  Lodge  dues 
based  upon  the  principles  of  life  insurance,  by  which  a  brother  by  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  will  cease  to  be  subject  to  their  payment. 
The  plan  is  a  good  one,  provided  the  sum  paid  can  always  be  contin¬ 
ued  to  bear  interest  for  the  use  of  the  Lodge,  whilst  the  principle  will 
remain  as  a  permanent  investment.” 


COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE, 

This  Committee  reports  through  Brother  ¥m.  M.  Cunningham, 
Chairman.  It  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-one  Grand  Lodges, 
Pennsylvania  amongst  the  number.  In  his  concluding  remarks,  he 
complains  of  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  work  of  the  Order  in  Ohio. 
But  he  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  claiming  for  the  work  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State,  u  any  greater  degree  of 
perfection  than  that  of  other  jurisdictions*  Pennsylvania  perhaps 
excepted.” 

Number  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  ,  .  ,  367 

u  Members,  ......  20,265 

“•  Initiated  during  the  year,  ,  ,  3,260 


OREGON. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
of  the  State  of  Oregon  commenced  its  Nineteenth  Annual  Com¬ 
munication  in  the  city  of  Portland,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-first  day 
of  June,  A.  D.  1869.  Present,  M.  W.  A  vena  A.  Smith,  Grand 
Master. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  Master  says  :  u  I  have  been  called  upon 
during  the  year  for  my  opinion  on  the  following  question  :  Can  a 
Lodge  rightfully  proceed  to  confer  further  degrees  upon  a  brother 
entered  apprentice,  or  fellow-craft  who  has  beeen  maimed  after  mak¬ 
ing  ?  Is  it  Masonic  law  usage  to  do  so  ?  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion 
that  such  a  brother,  upon  conforming  to  all  the  requirements  within 
his  power,  is  entitled  to  advancement.  That  when  a  Lodge  makes  an 
entered  apprentice  they  then  pass  upon  his  physical  qualifications, 
and  such  decision  is  final.  That  the  subsequent  ballotings  cannot 
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rightfully  reach  further  than  to  the  proficiency  of  the  applicant ;  and 
I  presume  no  one  will  claim  that  the  maiming  would  furnish  grounds 
for  Masonic  discipline." 

In  regard  to  non-atfiliated  Masons,  the  Grand  Master  says  :  "  There 
are,  perhaps,  several  causes  which  work  together  to  create  so  large  a 
number  of  non-atfiliated  Masons  among  us ;  and  one,  particularly, 
which  prevents  a  large  proportion  from  applying  for  affiliation— that  is, 
in  my  opinion,  the  custom  or  rather  usage  of  requiring  affiliation  fees. 
This  custom,  I  think,  is  of  recent  origin,  and  one  more  honored  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance.  Tor  upon  what  principle  of  equity 
can  we  establish  a  claim  to  such  fees  I  am  unable  to  determine.  A 
brother  pays  his  initiation  fees — pays  the  usual  yearly  dues,  both  before 
and  after  his  dimission,  up  to  the  time  he  applies  for  admittance  in 
our  Lodge  upon  a  dimit,  then  ought  we  to  require  of  him  a  further 
payment  simply  because  he  has  come  to  reside  among  us,  and  asks  to 
be  permitted  to  assist  us  in  our  mystic  labors  ?  He  is  a  Master  Mason 
not  only  where  he  is  made,  but  all  over  the  civilized  world,  and  as 
such,  so  long  as  he  preserves  an  unsullied  reputation,  he  is  entitled  to 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  that  another  brother  has,  and  should  not 
be  required  to  pay  more  than  his  brethren.  I  would  recommend  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  abolish  all  affiliation  fees,  as  contrary  to  the  ancient 
custom  of  the  craft.  But  what,  says  one,  will  be  done  with' those  who 
refuse  to  affiliate  after  this  cause  is  removed  ?  It  is  certainli /  not  too  much 
to  ash  that  they  either  renounce  Masonry  or  join  in  its  labors .”  He  then 
cites  Axdersox's  Constitution  and  the  General  Regulations  as  to  the 
duty  of  brethren,  and  in  order  to  “  compel  them  to  come  in  ”  sug¬ 
gests  “that  a  resolution  be  adopted,  making  it  the  imperative  duty* 
of  ever)’  Worshipful  Master  to  notify  all  non-affiliated  brethren  reside 
ing  within  his  jurisdiction,  to  either  affiliate  or  show  reasonable  cause 
why  they  do  not,  within  six  months  from  such  notice,  providing 
further,  that  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  on  the  part  of  any  brother 
to  comply  with  such  notice,  he  shall  be  expelled  from  all  the  rights  of 
Masonry.”  “  Provided  further,  that  when  any  brother  applies  for 
affiliation  and  is  rejected,  that  he  may  contribute  the  usual  yearly 
dues  and  receive  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  a  member  of  a  Lodge, 
except  membership  in  a  particular  Lodge,  and  may  apply  to  the  next 
nearest  Lodge  for  affiliation.'’ 

In  regard  to  conferring  so-called  degrees  upon  ladies,  the  Grand 
Master  says  :  “I  was  both  amused  and  chagrinned,  a  short  time  ago, 
to  find  in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  city  of  Portland,  under  the 
head  of  4  Masonic  Election  of  Officers,  ’  an  account  of  an  election  held 
in  a  Lodge  called  the  Eastern  Star,  where  ladies  were  elected  to  offices 
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of  high  sounding  names,  but  offices  new  in  Masonry.  I  say  nothing 
of  the  character  of  these  so-called  side  degrees.  They  are  undoubted^ 
good  in  themselves.  But  I  do  say,  they  are  not  part  of  Free  Masonry, 
and  should  have  no  connection  whatever  with  it — that  the  name  of 
side  degrees  of  Masonry  is  entirely  unauthorized  and  should  be  dis¬ 
countenanced  by  Masons.  And  here  let  me  ask,  how  many  among 
those  who  are  peddling  this  so-called  Masonry,  can  even  confer  the 
first  degree  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  ?  And  I  hazard  little  in  say¬ 
ing  that  nineteen  in  twenty  know  just  about  nothing  about  pure 
symbolic  Ancient  York  Masonry.  The  soul-satisfying  truths  and 
moral  beauties  of  genuine  Masonry  clog  upon  the  palate,  and  hence 
they  stray  away  in  pursuit  of  baubles.  Not  satisfied  with  the  forms 
of  sound  words,  specific  and  unequivocal,  as  transmitted  to  us  by  our 
forefathers,  they  pile  on  here  and  there  a  vast  bombastic  array  of 
‘  tinkling  cymbals.  ’  The  so-called  side  degrees  are  cancerous  excres¬ 
cences  on  the  body  of  Masonry,  and  unless  healed  and  cut  off,  will, 
ere  long,  infuse  disease  through  the  whole  body.  Pure  and  un¬ 
adulterated  symbolic  Masonry  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  fill  the  mind 
and  employ  the  energies  of  the  most  exalted  intellect  in  or  out  of  the 
fraternity.” 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  refers 
fully  to  Pennsylvania,  and  quotes  largely  from  the  eloquent  address  of 
Grand  Master  Vatjx,  in  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the  annual 
communication  of  1868. 


The  number  of  Lodges  at  work  in  the  year  1869,  is 

.  33 

Total  number  of  Members, . 

1,343 

Initiated.  . . 

.  116 

Passed, . 

115 

Raised, . .  . 

.  116 

Admitted, . . 

81 

Grand  Lodge  dues,  $1,794. 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 

A  pamphlet  of  forty-six  pages  comprises  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  for  the  Masonic  year  ending  May  17th, 
1869.  The  Grand  Lodge  assembled  at  Masons’  Hall,  Pawtucket,  on 
the  6th  of  August,  1868,  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Grand  Master.  They 
received  a  petition  from  Granite  Lodge,  IT.  D.,  to  remove  their 
Lodge  from  Paswag  to  Hamsville.  which  was  acted  upon.  The 
Grand  Lodge  then  opened  a  Lodge  of  Entered  Apprentice  Ma¬ 
sons,  for  the  exemplification  of  the  work  and  lectures  of  this  degree, 
which  Lodge  being  closed  in  due  form,  a  Master  Masons  Lodge 
being  opened,  it  was  ordered  u  that  the  work  and  lectures  as  exempli¬ 
fied  this  day  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Instruction,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  approved.” 

On  the  26tli  of  October,  1868,  the  Grand  Lodge  convened  at  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  exemplified  the  work  of  the  Pellow  Craft  Degree. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1869,  the  Grand  Lodge  convened  at  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  the  IV.  G.  L.  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Instruction 
reported  upon  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  Third  Degree,  which 
report  was  approved,  and  the  following  order  and  resolution  was 
passed : 

u  Ordered ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Instruction  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  directed  to  cause  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  three  degrees, 
as  approved  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  to  be  suitably  engrossed  in  a  book  for 
preservation  in  the  office  of  the  IV.  G,  Secretary.” 

11 Resolved ,  That  the  IV.  G.  Secretary  shall  not  allow  the  book  con¬ 
taining  the  approved  work  and  lectures  of  this  jurisdiction  to  be  taken 
from  his  office,  except  by  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Instruc¬ 
tion,  and  upon  his  receipt  therefor.” 

The  Annual  Communication  was  held  at  Providence,  on  the  17th  of' 
May,  1869.  Grand  Master  Doyle  delivered  his  annual  address.  The 
address  is  confined  to  matters  of  interest  to  his  own  jurisdiction,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  he  adheres  with  great  pertinacity  to  the  decision  made 
by  him  last  year,  u  that  a  man  who  has  lost  one  foot,  which  has  been 
replaced  by  an  artificial  one,  can  be  made  a  Mason.”  IVe  suppose 
that  a  man  who  is  club-footed  can,  in  a  way  acceptable  to  himself,  take 
the  steps  of  the  degrees  as  gracefully  as  if  he  had  only  one  natural 
foot,  j^et  we  presume  that  Grand  Master  Doyle  will  not  contend  that 
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such  an  individual  can  be  made  a  Mason.  If,  according  to  the 
“ancient  landmarks,”  he  cannot,  how  can  a  one-footed  man  be  eli¬ 
gible  ?  Nor  are  we  unsupported  in  this  opinion.  The  remarks  of 
Grand  Master  Gibson,  of  New  York,  on  this  subject,  are  so  just  and 
true,  that  we  give  them  in  their  proper  place  as  a  full  refutation  of  the 
view's  taken  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Rhode  Island.  We  copy  them 
from  his  address  at  the  opening  of  the  eighty-sixth  annual  communi¬ 
cation,  held  June  1st,  1869,  page  27,  and  they  are  to  be  found  in  our 
reviewr  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Newr  York. 

Number  of  Lodges,  .......  24 

u  Master  Masons,  .....  3,253 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  held  their  Annual  Communi- 
cation,  at  Charleston,  November  17th,  1868,  W.  M.  James  Conner, 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  presiding,  who  made  an  extemporaneous  ad¬ 
dress,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  J.  L.  Orr  not  being  in  attendance. 

Amongst  the  proceedings  we  find  a  letter  from  W.  Grand  Master 
Orr,  giving  the  reasons  for  his  absence,  thanking  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  having  elected  him  for  three  successive  terms  Grand  Master,  and 
positively  declining  a  re-election. 

MASONIC  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

This  subject  having  been  brought  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
object  appeared  to  be  to  insure  the  lives  of  Master  Masons  in  good 
standing,  without  regard  to  their  age,  by  the  payment  of  much 
smaller  premiums  than  those  usually  demanded  by  Life  Insurance 
Companies. 

On  motion  it  was 

“  Besolvecl,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  commend 
said  associations  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  members  of 
Subordinate  Lodges,  and  earnestly  recommend  them  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  the  benefits  of  said  association.” 
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REMISSION  OF  DUES. 

From  the  resolutions  adopted  in  several  cases  where  the  Subordinate 
Lodges  have  not  been  able  to  meet  regularly,  or  where  the  officers  of 
the  Lodge  are  in  pecuniary  difficulties  on  account  of  the  troubles  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  late  civil  war,  it  appears  that  they  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  remitting  the  unpaid  dues  of  brethren,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
has  also  in  all  such  cases  remitted  the  dues  of  Subordinate  Lodges, 
payable  to  that  body. 

The  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  is  made  by  R.  W.  R.  S. 
Bruns,  32°  Grand  Secretary.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  twenty- 
one  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  those  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia. 

Its  general  tenor  is  that  of  fraternal  kindness  to  North  and  South, 
East  and  West.  He  remarks  “that  he  is  happy  to  observe  that,  emerg¬ 
ing  from  their  late  ruins,  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the 
Southern  States  exhibit  an  earnest  working,  a  hopeful  spirit  and  a 
progress  in  Masonic  virtue  that  falls  short  of  none  of  the  highest 
standards  of  other  States.”  The  report  covers  one  hundred  and  two 
pages  of  printed  matter.  It  is  one  of  the  most  carefully  prepared 
that  has  passed  under  our  review.  He  concludes  by  saying  :  “In  our 
own  jurisdiction,  as  elsewhere,  I  have  reasons  to  congratulate  you  for 
the  activity,  energy  and  zeal  of  the  Craft.  In  spite  of  the  general 
poverty  of  our  people,  especially  the  brotherhood,  the  depression  that 
prevails  in  all  the  interests  of  society  and  business,  we  can  still  report 
a  favorable  progress  in  Masonry,  in  the  increase  of  its  members,  the 
revival  of  Lodges  hitherto  prostrate  and  seemingly  extinct,  in  the 
gradual  increase  of  our  resources,  and  the  relief  of  our  charity,  and 
those  of  our  brethren  of  other  jurisdictions,  have  been  able  to  give 
to  thousands  who  were  otherwise  without  hope,  and  abandoned  to 
despair.’’ 

“We  have  many  who  suffer  and  need  further  aid,  and  who  still 
look  to  us  for  succor,  and  we  must  not  fail  them,  we  must  help  them, 
and  hope  for  ourselves,  trusting  that  the  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.  will  give  us 
the  needful  power  to  bring  light  out  of  the  darkness,  and  lift  bruised 
humanity  from  its  ruins  and  its  ashes,  into  peace  and  comfort.  And 
so,  my  brethren,  I  appeal  to  you  to  continue  in  all  good  works  of  charity, 
in  the  energy  which  strives  with  faith,  in  the  zeal  which  fills  up  the 
temple,  and  in  the  faith  which  finds  the  omniscient  and  omni¬ 
present  Father  still  smiling  approval  on  all  your  toils.” 

Number  of  Lodges,  .  .  ,  .  •  .  .132 

“  Master  Masons,  not  given. 
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TENNESSEE. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Tennessee  was  began  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  Nashville, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1868,  M.  W.  Joseph  M.  Anderson, 
Grand  Master,  presiding.  His  address  is  a  short  one.  He  announces 
that,  for  the  last  time  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Tennessee,  he  addresses  them.  He  states  that  during  the 
past  year  he  has  granted  dispensations  to  open  twelve  new  Lodges  in 
his  jurisdiction.  He  also  states  that  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  the  W.  Master  of  Huntingdon  Lodge,  No.  106,  was 
charged  with  unmasonic  conduct,  habitual  drunkenness,  and  presiding 
over  his  Lodge  whilst  in  a  state  of  intoxication.  Having  received  in 
his  official  capacity  a  copy  of  the  charges,  he  appointed  commissioners 
to  investigate  them.  Upon  appearing  before  the  Commissioners,  the 
offending  Master  plead  guilty,  and  the  Commissioners  recommended 
that  he  be  suspended  from  the  right  to  exercise  the  duties  of  Master 
of  the  Lodge,  and  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  for 
the  space  of  twelve  months.  The  report  was  offered  to  the  Grand 
Master,  and  having  been  notified  of  it  the  accused  did  not  take  an 
appeal. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  address  recommends  the  newly-published 
work  of  Brother  J.  W.  S.  Mitchell,  entitled  uTlie  History  of  Free¬ 
masonry,  and  Digest  of  Masonic  Law.”  He  states  the  author  “to  be  a 
well-informed  Mason,  and  a  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Missouri.” 


MASONIC  SCHOOLS. 

/ 

A  special  Committee  on  this  subject  reported  the  following  reso¬ 
lution  : 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  heartily  recommends  the  efforts 
of  the  various  Subordinate  Lodges  to  build  up  and  foster  educational 
institutions.” 

The  Grand  Lodge  also  “adopt  and  approve  the  action  of  said 
Lodges,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  it  assumes  no  pecuniary 
liability  thereby.” 
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Our  opinion  is  that  if  educational  institutions  are  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  Masonic  Order,  they  ought  to  be  the  creations  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  not  of  subordinate  ones.  Each  brother  might  be  taxed  a 
small  sum  to  be  collected  as  Grand  Lodge  dues  ;  but  it  is  too  great  an 
undertaking  for  a  Subordinate  Lodge.  , 


MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Under  this  head  we  find  the  following  : 

u To  inquiries  whether  certain  persons  ‘are  entitled  to  the  Degiee 
called  the  Master  Masons’  Daughter.’  The  Committee  answer  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  does  not  recognize,  and  has  no  juris¬ 
diction  over  the  degree,  or  any  of  the  degrees  familiarly  known  as 

Side  Degrees.” 

Me  approve  of  the  answer  as  far  as  it  goes.  It  should  have  been 
“we  know  of  no  such  degree  in  Ereemasonry. 

LODGE  OF  SORROW. 

The  proceedings  of  a  “  Lodge  of  Sorrow  in  memory  of  our  late  bro¬ 
ther  Charles  A.  Duller,  Past  Grand  Master  and  Past  Grand 
Secretary,”  accompany  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings.  The  ceremoines 
were  very  imposing.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  services,  Brothei  A  m. 
A.  Xelson  delivered  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  addiess.  Fiom 
it  we  make  the  following  extracts  : 

“  These  emblems  of  mortality  bring  most  vividly  to  mind  the  sad 
and  solemn  fact  that  a  burning  taper  of  life  has  been  extinguished,- 
a  bright  star  has  fallen  from  our  mystic  constellation. 

“  As  a  citizen  of  the  State,  his  life  was  a  most  striking  exemplifica¬ 
tion  of  Masonic  teaching,  for  he  was  indeed  a  ‘  peaceful  and  quiet 

subject.’ 

“With  malice  toward  none,  and  charity  for  all,  he  pursued  his 
avocations  with  that  dignity  which  marked  the  entire  pathway  of  his 

life. 

“  Though  he  aspired  not  to  the  statesman’s  honors,  nor  descended  into 
the  sloughs  of  political  chicanery,  yet  his  counsel  was  deemed  of 
interest,  "and  his  words  were  accounted  wisdom.  He  led  no  hosts  to 
battle,  nor  marshaled  those  in  military  array,  but  he  did  what  v  as 
better,  wiser  and  still  more  honorable— he  led  out  the  instincts  ot  a 
pure  and  correct  disposition  to  the  subduing  of  his  passions,  and  the 
conforming  of  his  actions  to  the  purer  dictates  of  reason  and  of  light. 
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“His  presence  was  not  seen  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  nor  his 
voice  heard  in  party  strife.  lie  engaged  not  in  these,  yet  he  comman¬ 
ded  the  most  profound  respect  and  enjoyed  the  implicit  confidence  of 
all  who  knew  him. 

“  A  philanthropist  by  nature,  and  a  benefactor  by  practice,  his 
heart  was  ever  engaged  to  commiserate  distress,  and  his  hand  ever 
open  to  relieve  it.  Deprecating  the  conduct  of  the  low  and  vicious, 
his  appreciation  was  unsurpassed  for  the  virtuous  and  honorable. 

“  His  social  qualifications  were  truly  enviable.  Extraordinarily 
fluent,  and  abundantly  gifted  in  this  respect,  our  brother  stood  almost 
peerless.  Who  that  ever  spent  ‘  the  passing  hour  ’  in  his  society, 
was  not  impressed  with  the  dignity  of  his  style,  and  the  genial  man¬ 
ner  of  his  deportment.  *  *  * 

“  He  was  at  every  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  during 
a  period  of  twenty-six  long  years,  and  I  presume  no  member  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  was  more  favorably  known  or  justly  appreciated. 

“  I  cannot  close  without  calling  attention  to  that  trait  which  shone 
the  brightest  and  well-nigh  dimmed  the  lustre  of  all  the  rest,  I  refer 
to  his  faithful  and  constant  reliance  in  the  merits  of  the  ‘  Lion  of  the 
Tribe  of  Judah.’  Unostentatiously  he  moved  forward,  right  forward, 
to  the  altar  of  consecration.  If  his  Masonic  life  rendered  him  great, 
his  Christian  life  illustrated  that  he  was  good.  In  every  department 
of  life,  in  all  its  various,  trying  scenes,  in  no  phase  does  the  1  good 
man  ’  shine  out  with  such  transcendant  brilliancy  as  in  the  sphere  of 
an  humble  and  devoted  Christian.  Faithfully  he  worked — ardently 
he  strove — and  heroically  he  battled  in  the  mighty  host  of  Irael’s 
God.  *  *  *  *  * 

“When  the  death-messenger  was  at  the  very  door,  his  Christian 
heart,  in  imitation  of  the  World’s  Bedeemer  while  on  the  reeking 
cross,  was  moved  with  compassion  for  the  widow  and  orphan.” 

MASONIC  SCHOOLS. 

Tennessee  has  in  operation  the  following  Masonic  Schools  : 

Masonic  Female  Institute, 

H artsy ille,  Sumner  County. 

Masonic  Male  College, 

Gallatin,  Sumner  County. 

Clifton  Masonic  Academy, 

Clifton,  Wayne  County. 


Petersburg  Masonic  Academy, 

Petersburg,  Lincoln  County. 

Macon  Masonic  Male  College, 

Macon,  Fayette  County. 

Sule  Creek  Male  and  Female  Institute. 

Sule  Creek,  Hamilton  County. 

IIuvassee  Masonic  Institute, 

Charlestown,  Bradley  County. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  gives  no  account  of  the 
state  of  these  institutions.  We  believe  the  Masonic  Fraternity  would 
be  pleased  to  have  a  full  account  of  their  operations. 

report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  correspondence. 

The  report  of  this  Committee  was  made  by  Brother  George  S. 
Blackie,  M.  D.,  who  undertook  to  perform  the  task  at  the  instance 
of  Brother  John  Frizzell,  Grand  Secretary,  who  succeeds  our  de¬ 
ceased  brother  Charles  A.  Fuller.  u  With  a  sense  of  the  gravest 
responsibility  he  assumes  in  making  his  report,  he  fancies  that 
whilst  he  writes  he  hears  the  brethren  exclaim  : 

“Ok,  for  the  touch  of  a  vanished  hand, 

And  the  voice  that  forever  is .  still !  ” 

We  think,  however,  his  fears  are  groundless,  for  his  report  is  one  of 
the  ablest  we  have  received.  He  passes  in  review  the  proceedings  of 
thirty-six  Grand  Lodges,  Pennsylvania  being  amongst  the  number, 
and  compliments  in  the  highest  terms  our  R.  W.  G.  M. 

In  our  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee, 
presented  in  December,  1868,  there  occurs  several  errors  in  printing 
which  we  desire  to  correct.  The  proceedings  reviewed  were  those 
of  1867,  not  1868  as  stated  in  the  report.  The  name  of  the  Grand 
Master  is  printed  u  William  Joseph.”  It  should  read  Joseph  M. 
Anderson. 

Huftiber  of  Chartered  Lodges,  298  ;  3  U.  D.  5  of  Octo¬ 


ber,  1868. 

FTumber  Initiated,  ------  2,060 

“  Passed,  ------  1,882 

u  Raised,  ------  1,900 

“  Deaths,  - .  70 

Total  number  of  Master  Masons,  -  -  -  16,996 
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TEXAS.  ' 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  convened  in  the  city  of  Houston,  on  June 
14th,  1869.  The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  by  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  Peter  W.  Grey,  in  ancient  form. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  contains  much  matter  of  local 
interest  to  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer.  The  representative 
system  which  this  committee  recommended  to  be  adopted  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  their  report  for  1868,  has  been  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Texas,  and  Eight  Worshipful  Bichard  Yaux,  Grand 
Master  of  Pennsylvania,  having  been  appointed  representative  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  accepted 
the  appointment. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Texas  notices  with  satisfaction  the  settlement 
of  the  difficulties  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  and  that  of 
West  Virginia. 

He  also  notices  the  difficulty  between  the  Grand  Orient  of  Prance 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana.  He  asserts  the  doctrine  so  firmly 
held  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  u  that  no  Grand  Lodge  has 
the  right  or  power  to  dictate  in  any  way  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
another  jurisdiction.” 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  that  the  cash  receipts 
from  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  in  gold  and  silver,  amount  to  the  sum  of 
SIO,  723.55. 

The  Committee  on  the  matter  of  the  erection  of  a  Masonic  Temple 
reported  that  the  second  story  of  the  building  is  nearly  completed, 
the  masonry  done,  and  the  joists  being  put  in  place.  The  money 
already  expended  on  the  building  amounts  to  $10,333.69. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  reviews 
the  proceedings  of  thirty-nine  Grand  Lodges,  that  of  Pennsylvania 
amongst  them.  The  report  is  an  able  one  and  was  prepared  by  Bros. 
M.  F.  Mott,  M.  W.  Baker  and  S.  II.  Gilman. 

Number  of  Lodges,  321.  Three  of  which  are  U.  D. 

Master  Masons,  .......  10,506 

Initiated  during  the  year, . 875 

Passed, .  723 

Baised,  .  . . 725 

Affiliated,  ........  738 

Deaths, . 221 
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VERMONT. 


yioT  having  received  a  copj'  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Com¬ 
munication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  J  ermont  at  their  communication 
which  we  supposed  had  been  held  early  in  June  last,  we  addressed  a 
letter  to  “  Henry  Clark,  Esq.,  Grand  Secretary  of  Grand  Lodge, 
Rutland,  Vermont,”  supposing  that  was  the  proper  address,  and  that 
Brother  Clark  was  the  Grand  Secretary,  hut  have  received  no  reply. 
We  therefore  are  not  able  to  give  any  information  as  regards  Masonry 
in  that  jurisdiction  during  the  last  year  and  a  half. 

We  have,  however,  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Grand  Lodge 
convened  at  St.  Johnsbury,  on  the  10th  of  June,  lb6S,  which  we 
received  after  we  had  transmitted  our  report  to  our  own  Grand  Lodge 
on  the  26th  of  December  of  last  year.  At  that  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont,  W.  M.  Leverktt  B.  Exglesby,  Grand 
Master,  presided.  In  his  address  the  Grand  Master  referred  to  several 
trials  that  had  taken  place  in  his  jurisdiction  and  remarked  :  “  It  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  there  should  not  be  differences  ;  they  always  arise 
when  different  minds  meet.  What  we  have  a  right  to  expect  and  insist 
upon  is  that  when  differences  arise  they  should  be  discussed  in  a  quiet, 
fraternal  spirit,  a  spirit  that  looketh  always  to  harmony,  not  discord. 
It  is  always  an  easy  matter  for  a  self-asserting  turbulent  spirit  to  create 
trouble  in  any  association  with  which  it  may  be  connected.  It  is 
precisely  upon  such  an  one  that  the  influence  of  our  fraternity  rightly 
understood  is  of  value.  The  principles  of  our  order  teach  us  kindness, 
courtesy,  humility,  and  to  recognize  each  and  every  brother  as  upon  a 
level  and  entitled  to  respect,  and  his  opinions  to  respectful  considera¬ 
tion.  *  -  *  *  And  many  difficulties  arise  from  misconception, 

matters  insignificant  in  themselves,  but  which,  by  being  dwelt  upon, 
create  angry  feelings,  discord,  and  result  in  charges  and  trials  ;  trials 
from  such  causes  are  usually  of  little  profit.  The  discord  pervades 
the  whole  Lodge,  and  the  excision  or  other  punishment  of  a  single 
member  does  not  heal  the  difficulty.  *  *  *  The  Grand 

Master  contends  in  sncli  cases,— u  That  the  generous  word,  the 
freely  proffered  fraternal  grasp  of  the  hand,  will  be  more  efficacious  to 
restore  harmony  than  aught  else.” 

The  Grand  Master  states  that  he  has  since  the  last  communication 
granted  eleven  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Lodges. 
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In  another  portion  of  his  address,  speaking  of  granting  dispense 
tions  to  take  the  degrees,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

“  Were  I  to  enjoin  on  my  successor  one  golden  rule  to  guide  his 
official  career  it  would  be  to  take  strong  ground  upon  this  subject,  and 
never  let  the  ancient  regulations  he  dispensed  with  on  any  pretence. 
Real  substantial  cases  of  emergency  are  of  the  rarest ;  apparent  ones 
of  the  most  frequent  occurrence  ;  hardly  one  in  which  the  personal  good 
of  the  candidate  —  not  the  good  of  the  Order  —  is  the  primary 
object.’’ 

He  also  states  that  the  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Treasury 
shows  cash  in  hand  to  amount  to  $1,505.15,  and  a  $1,000  five-twenty 
bond.  The  Charity  Fund  has  a  balance  of  $399.42. 

The  report  contains  much  matter  of  local  interest  and  shows  that 
the  several  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are 
in  a  flourishing  condition. 

COMPLAINT  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  CANADA. 

A  complaint  having  been  made  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada 
against  4  Frontier  ’  Lodge,  No.  74,  that  the  latter  had  invaded  their 
Masonic  jurisdiction,  and  it  appearing  that  heretofore  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  each  was  measured  by  the  distance  between  the  respective 
Lodges,  it  was  recommended  that  hereafter  the  State  line  be  adopted 
as  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  jurisdictions,  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  to  adopt  the  same  line. 

THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

This  report  is  made  by  Brothers  Henry  C.  Clarke,  Wm.  II. 
Johnson  and  John  L>.  Britton.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont 
appears  from  a  table  annexed  to  the  printed  report,  to  be  in  communi¬ 
cation  with  thirty-nine  of  her  sister  Lodges  in  the  United  States. 
Yet  they  notice  the  proceedings  of  those  only  of  Virginia,  Wisconsin, 
New  Hampshire,  Delaware,  Missouri  and  New  York,  the  report 
being  mostly  taken  up  with  reviews  of  the  proceedings  of  Foreign 
Jurisdictions  for  the  years  1865,  1866  and  1867. 

» 

The  Committee,  in  their  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Virginia,  held  at  Richmond  on  the  10th  of  December,  1866, 
say  : 
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“  That  it  is  with  feelings  of  pleasure  that  we  again  welcome  amongst 
our  correspondents  the  Grand  Lodge  of  A  irginia. 

The  address  of  their  Grand  Master  was  a  brief  hut  comprehensive 
document.  In  commencing  he  “Congratulates  that  Masons  can  assem¬ 
ble  around  one  common  altar,  and  upon  one  common  platform  with 
its  great  mission  in  view,  ‘  Peace  on  earth,  good  will  towards  all 
mankind  expressing  that  true  and  beautiful  sentiment  that  brotherly 
love,  relief  and  truth,  when  practised  by  a  faithful  and  honest  brother¬ 
hood,  can  soften  down  the  bitterest  feelings  that  rankle  in  the  human 
heart.  This,  by  the  help  of  God,  we  will  do,  and  teach  the  nations  of 
the  earth  this  lesson,  that  will  sooner  or  later  be  learned,  that  the 
true  interests  and  happiness  of  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  is 
secured  by  dwelling  together  in  unity.7,  i 

THE  THOMAS  S3IITH  WEBB  WORK,  ETC. 

“  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont  and  the  R.  W.  P.  G.  Lecturer  Bro. 
Willson  and  others  have  got  into  a  dispute  about  the  identity  of 
‘  the  cypher  7  ‘  and  the  nemonicsj  used  in  Vermont  as  the  true  Webb 
Lectures  as  taught  by  him  and  Barne\~  and  Willson  in  1817.  One 
of  the  disputants  declares  ‘that  the  lectures  are  corrupted,7  and 
another  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Webb  Lectures  had 
inflicted  ‘  a  deadly  wound  on  Vermont  Masonry,  ’ 
and  believes  that  they  most  lamentably  accomplished  what  they  did 
not  intend  to  do,  the  destruction  of  the  credit  of  Vermont  Masonry  as 
to  its  long  claim  of  having  the  pure  Webb  Lectures .” 

As  we  of  Pennsylvania  have  no  particular  interest  in  this  dispute 
we  dismiss  it  without  any  remark,  except  to  express  our  regret  that  it 
should  have  arisen.  Cyphers  ancl  JVemonics  are  unknown  in  this 
jurisdiction. 

The  number  of  Lodges  in  Vermont  up  to  June  lltli,  1868. 
were  eighty-five  (85).  As  the  usual  summary  is  not  given  we  cannot 
state  the  number  of  Masons,  nor  how  many  have  been  initiated, 
passed  and  raised  during  the  year. 


» 
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VIRGINIA. 

The  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  was  held  at  44  Masons’  Hall,”  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  the 
14th,  15th  and  16tli  days  of  December,  1868.  M.  W.  William 
Terry,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  amongst  much  other  matter  that 
is  interesting,  states  that  since  the  last  Communication  he  has  granted 
fourteen  dispensations  to  open  new  Lodges,  and  refers  to  the  fact  that 
many  applications  have  been  made  to  him  to  grant  dispensations 
enabling  degrees  to  be  conferred  44  upon  the  plea  of  emergency.”  This 
he  u  almost  uniformly  refused,”  because  he  thought  “such  applica¬ 
tions  should  not  receive  encouragement,  as  more  evil  than  good  is 
likely  to  result  from  the  practice,  and  that,  when  our  Order  is  multi¬ 
plying,  we  should  guard  well  the  approaches  to  our  ^sacred  Temple, 
and  see  that  all  enter  by  the  same  gate  with  all  the  forms  and  safe¬ 
guards  which  prudence  has  suggested  and  experience  approves.” 

He  next  considers  the  qualifications  of  candidates  under  four 
divisions  :  1st,  their  circumstances  ;  2d,  their  connections  ;  3d,  their 
moral  qualifications ;  and  4tli,  their  intellectual  endowments.  This 
portion  of  his  address  is  to  be  found  on  the  8tli  and  9th  pages  of  the 
report,  and  is  well  worthy  of  perusal. 

lie  next  discusses  the  relations  existing  between  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Virginia  and  that  called  West  Virginia,  but  as  that  matter  is  now 
settled  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  it  a t  length,  as  we  give  the  follow¬ 
ing  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  on  the 
subject,  the  adoption  of  which  by  both  organizations  ends  the  dis¬ 
pute,  and  enables  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  to  recognize  the 
u  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia  as  a  valid 
Masonic  organization.” 

The  Special  Committee  on  relations  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West 
Virginia  was  presented,  and  after  amendment  adopted,  in  form  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

4  6  The  Committe  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Commissioners  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia,  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  in  reference 
to  the  differences  existing  between  these  Grand  Bodies,  beg  leave  to 
report:  That  they  have  had  a  full  and  free  conference  with  said 
Commissioners,  and  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  spirit 
manifested  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia  towards  this  Grand 
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Lodge,  is  fully  appreciated  by  this  Committee  ;  and  while  it  is  a  source 
of  deep  regret  that  circumstancess  have  occured  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  our  brethren  in  West  Virginia,  justified  them  in  forming  a  Grand 
Lodge,  yet,  in  the  spirit  of  fraternal  feeling,  and  with  an  ardent  desire 
to  cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with  all  Grand  Bodies,  we  are  willing 
to  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia  as  a  legally  consti¬ 
tuted  body,  upon  their  complying  with  the  conditions  heretofore  pre¬ 
scribed  by  this  Grand  Lodge ;  and  the  said  Commissioners  being- 
present,  and  having  satisfied  this  Grand  Lodge  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  West  Virginia  has  fully  complied  with  the  conditions  aforesaid,  or 
is  now  ready  and  willing  to  comply  with  the  same  :  be  it  therefore 

“  Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  hereby  recognizes  the  said  Grand 
Lodge  of  West  Virginia,  and  extends  to  her  our  fraternal  and  Masonic 
recognition,  and  cordially  recommend  her  to  all  other  Grand  Masonic 
Bodies  in  correspondence  with  this  Grand  Lodge. 

u  Resolved ,  That  the  political  boundaries  of  a  State  being  definitely 
given  and  decided  upon,  fixes  the  Masonic  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  that  State,  except  in  so  far  as  rights  may  have  rested  under 
charters  heretofore  lawfully  issued. 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  political  status  of  the  Counties  of  Jefferson 
and  Berkeley,  being  at  this  time  undetermined,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Virginia  will,  for  the  present,  retain  her  jurisdiction  over  such  Lodges 
in  said  Counties  as  desire  to  report  to  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  but  will 
authorize  the  opening  of  no  new  Lodge  in  either  of  said  Counties  until 
their  status  is  definitely  settled,  it  being  understood  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  West  Virginia  shall  on  their  part  be  subject  to  the  like 
restrictions.  « 

“  Resolved ,  That  inasmuch  as  the  original  Charters,  which  emula¬ 
ted  from  this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  have  been  formally  surrendered  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  the 
said  Subordinate  Lodges  having  earnestly  asked  that  they  may  be  re¬ 
turned  to  them,  to  be  laid  up  in  their  archives  as  mementoes  of  the 
past,  therefore 

u Resolved ,  That  the  said  Subordinate  Lodges  be  permitted  to  re¬ 
tain  the  said  old  Charters. 

u  Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  recommend  to  all  its  Subordi¬ 
nate  Lodges  in  the  territorial  limits  of  West  Viginia  to  surrender 
their  present  charters  to,  and  ask  new  charters  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  West  Virginia. 

JAMES  EVANS, 
EDWARD  IJ.  LANE, 
RICHARD  PARKER.” 
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After  the  adoption  of  this  report  the  Right  Worshipful  Brothers 
B.  F.  Martin,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  Robt.  White,  Grand 
Senior  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia,  and  Com¬ 
missioners  from  that  Grand  Lodge  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia, 
were  received  and  properly  saluted. 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  made  a  verbal  report, 
and  accounting  for  the  “  absence  of  a  written  one,”  which  was  re¬ 
ceived  and. approved,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  was  ordered  “to  draw 
up  and  have  published  a  fraternal  recognition  of  correspondence  with 
our  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions.”  In  pursuance  of  this  direction,  the 
Grand  Secretary  made  a  brief  report,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  annual  proceedings  of  fort}'-one  Grand  Lodges  of  States  and 
Territories,  and  those  of  New  Brunswick  and  Canada,  and  “respect¬ 
fully  asks  a  free  and  fraternal  continuance  of  these  Communications. 

The  death  of  Brother  Richard  N.  Sanxy,  Grand  Tyler  of  hat 
body,  was  announced,  and  appropriate  resolutions  adopted. 

The  Report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  exhibits  the  amount  paid  by 
the  several  Subordinate  Lodges,  for  the  year  1868,  to  the  funds  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  to  be  $4,108.40,  whilst  there  remains  yet  unpaid  the 
sum  of  $1,106.80. 

*  • 

From  the  peculiar  situation  of  Virginia,  Ave  cannot  tell  how  many 
working  Lodges  there  are  in  this  jurisdiction.  There  appear  on  the 
roll  of  the  Grand  Lodge  339,  many  of  which  make  no  returns,  and  are 
not  represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 


WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  Territory  held  its  Eleventh 
Annual  Communication  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  in  the  city  of  Olympia, 
on  the  17th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1868.  The  R.W.  Grand  Master 
being  absent,  R.  W.  E.  A.  Light,  D.G.M.,  presided.  At  a  subsequent 
session,  the  Grand  Master  being  present,  delivered  his  annual  address. 

He  returned  thanks  to  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  u  The 
Great  I  am,”  for  the  many  mercies  bestowed  upon  them  during 
the  past  year.  The  address  was  a  short  one,  as  he  said  “the  past 
year  has  not  been  marked  with  anything  very  special  amongst  us. 
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Masonry  lias  kept  up  with  the  general  growth  of  our  territory. 
Dispensations  have  been  granted  to  form  two  new  Lodges.'’  One  of 
these  was  in  Alaska.  It  is  located  at  Walla-Walla,  and  is  named 
.u  Blue  Mountain  Lodge.’’ 

The  Grand  Master  declined  a  re-election.  Brother  B EX J AMIN  E. 
Lombard  was  elected  Grand  Master  for  the  ensuing  .year,  and  was 
duly  installed. 

LIBRARY. 


The  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  have  already  established  a  Li¬ 
brary.  They  return  their  thanks  to  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Nebraska 
and  Iowa,  for  Masonic  publications  transmitted  to  them. 


FINANCIAL. 


The  financial  affairs  are  in  good  condition.  The  total  receipts  for 
the  year  1868  were  8958.00.  Balance  on  hand,  8746.50. 

COMMITTEE  ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 

A  motion  was  made  to  rescind  a  portion  of  a  report  of  a  Committee 
which  had  been  received  and  adopted  at  the  Communication  of  1867. 
The  Committee  decided  that  it  could  not  be  done  ;  they  thought  it 
c'  an  attempt  to  expunge  from  a  record  which  is  complete  in  itself,  and 
which  the  Grand  Communication  was  authorized  to  make.  It  is  a 
st}rle  of  reconsideration  and  undoing  of  work  done  by  competent 
authority  which,  if  sanctioned,  becomes  a  precedent  for  destroying 
records,  not  sanctioned  by  Masonic  authority  and  usage." 

Number  of  Lodges,  10.  U.  D.  fi.  -  1- 

Master  Masons  enrolled,  -----  348 

Fellow  Craft  “  15 

Entered  Apprentices  enrolled,  -  -o 

Initiations  during  the  year,  -----  38 

Passed  "  u  -----  28 

Raised  *•  ”  -----  25 

Rejected  *■  **  -----  20 

Died  “  "  -----  4 
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WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Fourth  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  was  held  at  Wheeling,  on  the 
'lOtli  day  of  November,  1868. 

M.  W.  William  J.  Bates,  Grand  Master,  delivered  the  annual 
address. 

He  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  u  That  no  case  ought  to  he  made  one  of 
‘  emergency ,’  except  when  the  candidate  is  in  the  Navy  or  Army  of 
the  United  States,  and  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  peremptorily 
ordered  to  a  distant  field  of  duty.  *  “  *  In  all  other  cases 

the  petition  must  lie  over  one  month  before  a  ballot  can  be  taken. 
And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  where  from  any  cause  except  as  above  sta¬ 
ted,  the  friends  of  a  candidate  suggest  applying  for  authority  to  confer 
the  degrees  at  once,  that  Masters  of  Lodges  will  promptly  refuse  to 
permit  such  applications  to  be  made.” 

lie  then  discusses  at  great  length  the  difficulties  existing  be¬ 
tween  the  Grand  Lodge  of  V irginia  and  that  Grand  Lodge,  and  con¬ 
tends  that  the  various  steps  by  which  that  Grand  Lodge  was  organized 
were  legally  and  regularly  taken,  yet  is  well  assured  that  to  be  fully 
recognized  by  their  old  mother,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  would 
be  a  subject  of  the  most  sincere  gratification. 

Whilst  speaking  on  this  subject,  lie  remarks  : 

“Some  time  since  an  individual  was  initiated  into  Wheeling  Lodge, 
No.  5,  and  before  receiving  the  other  degrees  removed  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  Being  desirous  to  be  advanced,  he  applied  to  Wheeling 
Lodge,  No.  5,  for  permission  to  have  the  degrees  conferred  by  one  of 
the  Lodges  in  Philadelphia.  This  permission  was,  of  course,  granted 
at  once,  and  was  sent  to  him  under  seal  of  the  Lodge.  But  it  was  not 
recognized,  for  the  reason,  as  he  was  told,  that  West  Virginia  Lodges 
were  regarded  as  irregular ,  and  their  members  not  permitted  to  visit 
Lodges  in  Philadelphia,  because  the  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia 
was  not  acknowledged  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia. 

“  On  applying  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania  for  information 
how  to  proceed  in  the  case,  this  Entered  Apprentice  states  that  that 
officer  advised  him  to  resign  his  membership  in  Wheeling  Lodge,  No. 
5,  promising  that  then  all  the  degrees  would  be  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  Lodge  in  Philadelphia. 
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«  The  letter — herewith  submitted — detailing  this  singular  circum¬ 
stance,  was  written  by  the  Entered  Apprentice  above  referred  to  in 
this  address,  to  a  venerable  Mason  of  this  city',  who  has  long  held  a 
prominent  position  in  the  fraternity  in  the  State. 

u  I  mention  these  two  circumstances,  mainly  because  if  the}  did  not 
arise  simply  from  a  want  of  proper  knowledge  of  well-established 
principles  governing  intercourse  among  Masonic  Lodges,  (as  I  cannot 
but  believe  has  been  the  case,)  then  they  present  a  question  of  the 
utmost  importance,  not  only  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  to  all  Subordi¬ 
nate  Lodges  and  individual  Masons  in  West  Virginia,  which  it  will 
be  well  for  them  very  seriously  to  consider. 

“  For  if,  while  almost  all  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  give 
to  this  Grand  Lodge  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  acknowledging  it 
as  of  legal  and  regular  standing,  the  failure  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ol 
Virginia  to  do  likewise  is  to  be  made  the  argument  and  the  justifica¬ 
tion  for  denouncing  our  Lodges  as  irregular,  and  denying  to  oui 
members  the  right  to  visit — a  right  inherent  to  every  regularl}  made 
Mason — it  will  become  your  imperative  duty  to  take  such  measures  as 
vour  wisdom  may  judge  necessary  to  vindicate  the  dignity  and 
authority  which,  of  right,  belongs  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  pro¬ 
tect  our  Subordinate  Lodges  and  members  from  treatment  so  palpably 
in  violation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  every  legally  constituted 
Lodo-e  and  regularlv  made  Mason." 

As  the  dispute  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Virginia  has  been  settled  by  the  parties  in  accordance  with  what 
we  consider  Masonic  law  and  justice,  and  it  is  now  recognized  b}  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  we  give  the  above  extract  as  a  matter 
of  Masonic  history,  and  as  an  instance  of  the  complications  likely  to 
arise  in  every  case  in  which  a  number  of  Lodges  establish  what  is 
called  a  new  u  Grand  Lodge”  within  the  limits  of  an  ancient  one, 
without  its  consent.  However,  as  the  difficulty  no  longer  exists,  w  e 
with  great  pleasure  hail  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  TVest 
Virginia,  and  hope  she  may  be  a  brilliant  star  in  the  Galaxy  of 
Masonry, 

v 

DEATH. 


In  his  address  the  Grand  Master  mentioned  the  death  of  It.  W. 
Edward  C.  Baxekee,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  that  Grand 
Lodge.  That  portion  of  his  address  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
whose  action  was  in  accordance  with  Masonic  usages.  The  published 
proceedings  contain  a  memorial  page,  dedicated  to  his  memory. 


t 
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The  deceased  was  a  lawyer  of  distinction  and  an  eloquent  speaker. 
At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  the  presiding  Judge  of  the  tenth  ju¬ 
dicial  circuit  of  West  Virginia.  He  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
six  years. 

COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of 
G.  H.  Legan,  Chairman,  and  is  a  creditable  document,  and  professes 
“  only  to  present  gleanings  from  the  many  thousand  pages  he  has 
examined  in  preparing  his  report.”  But  these  gleanings  are  so  in¬ 
structing,  that  we  regret  that  the  space  allowed  to  our  report  will  not 
enable  us  to  present  some  of  them  to  our  readers.  He  reviews  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  thirty-live  Grand  Lodges,  of  which  he  acknowledges  the 
receipt. 

From  the  summary  attached  to  the  report  we  are  enabled  to  state 
that  the  number  of  Lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  is  thirty,  (30). 
Humber  of  members,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety,  (1,590). 


The  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  convened  in  the  city  of 
Milwaukee,  on  Tuesday,  June  8th,  A.  I).  1869. 

Present,  M.  W.  Harlow  Pease,  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Master  opens  his  address  with  the  mention  of  those 
“Who,  since  our  last  meeting,  have  gone  out  from  among  us  to  return 
no  more  forever.  Especial  notice  seems  due  to  him  who  has  been 
truly  called  the  Father  of  Masonry  in  Wisconsin.  I  refer  to  P.  G.  M. 
and  P.  G.  Secretary,  Brother  Wm.  B.  Smith,  who  died  on  the  22d 
day  of  August,  1868.  In  the  year  1840,  4  Far  West  Lodge,’  of  Galena, 
Illinois,  received  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  and 
was  duly  constituted  and  its  officers  installed  by  Brother  Smith, 
(P.  D.  D.  G.  M.  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,)  under 
authority  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.”  He  then  notices 
the  formation  of  the  first  Lodges  in  Wisconsin  and  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  that  State,  whose  first  Grand  Communication  was  held  at 
Madison,  January  17th,  1844.  “During  those  early  years,  Brother 
Smith  bore  an  active  and  responsible  part.” 

In  referring  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  he  gives  the  following 
lucid  statement  of  a  pending  difficulty  : 

“A  controversy  has  arisen  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana 
and  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  which  has  assumed  such  proportions 
as  to  demand  the  consideration  and  action  of  all  other  Grand  Lodges 
in  the  civilized  world,  and  which  addresses  itself  with  peculiar  force 
to  those  existing  on  the  American  continent.  A  spurious  organiza¬ 
tion  styling  itself  the  c  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Bite,  in 
and  for  the  Sovereign  and  Independent  State  of  Louisiana,’  has 
been  established  at  New  Orleans,  which,  disregarding  some  of  the  es¬ 
sential  landmarks  of  our  Order,  assumes  control  over  the  symbolic 
degrees,  and  ignoring  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  and  setting  at 
defiance  its  authority,  arrogates  to  itself  the  power  to  establish 
Lodges  of  symbolic  Masonry  within  that  jurisdiction.  This  so-called 
Supreme  Grand  Council  was  established  in  1858.  Left  to  its  own  re¬ 
sources,  frowned  upon  by  all  intelligent  American  Masons,  and  recog¬ 
nized  by  none  of  them,  it  languished  into  utter  insignificance,  and 
soon  would  have  sunk  into  oblivion.  But  on  the  5th  of  November, 
1868,  to  the  surprise  of  the  universal  Masonic  world,  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France,  actuated  by  motives  which  it  is  impossible  to  fathom,  pro¬ 
mulgated  by  a  decree  based  upon  a  previous  report  of  ‘A.  Hamitte, 
33°  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Order,’  recognizing  the  Supreme 
Grand  Council  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Bite,  of  the  Sovereign  and  Inde¬ 
pendent  State  of  Louisiana,  with  all  its  usurpations  of  Masonic 
authority,  establishing  official  and  friendly  relations  with  it,  tendering- 
aid  and.  co-operation,  and  the  assurance  that  the  ties  which  henceforth 
unite  these  two  Masonic  powers  will  be  ultimately  strengthened  by 
the  reciprocal  appointment  of  Bepresentatives.  By  this  course,  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France  is  exerting  her  influence  in  aid  of  an  unjusti¬ 
fiable  attempt  to  invade  and  usurp  the  jurisdiction  of  a  sister  Grand 
Lodge,  and  to  overthrow  her  legitimate  authority.  The  facts  briefly 
narrated  present  a  case  which  calls  for  the  prompt  and  decided  action 
of  every  American  Grand  Lodge.” 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  made  a  very  brief  re¬ 
port,  in  which  they  say  that  thej^  have  carefully  examined  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  a  number  of  Grand  Lodges,  at  their  last  annual  Commu¬ 
nications,  and  then  cite  “the  few  subjects  to  which  they  call  the 
attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  an  evidence  of  the  intelligence, 
prosperity  and  healthy  condition  of  the  Craft  in  the  several  jurisdic- 
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tions.  The  more  important  subjects  then  briefly  discussed  are 
“  Incorporating  Lodges,”  and  “  Physical  Disqualifications.”  In  re¬ 
gard  to  the  latter,  it  seems  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondence  had  given  it  “  as  their  opinion  that  an  initiate  subsequently 
maimed  could  be  advanced.”  The  question  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  who  reported  adversely.  The 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  this  report,  adhere  to  their 
opinion  that  maimed  initiates  can  be  advanced. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  the 
interference  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  with  the  prerogatives  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported :  That  the 

several  Grand  Lodges  in  this  country  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
the  symbolic  degrees  of  Masonry  within  their  several  jurisdictions,  and 
that  in  such  symbolic  degrees  none  but  the  ‘Ancient  York  Rite,’ 
is  recognized  as  legitimate,”  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  discon¬ 
tinuing  all  Masonic  relations  with  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  during 
the  continuance  of  this  interference. 

Whole  number  of  Master  Masons,  -  -  -  8,551 

Initiated,  -  . 1,070 

Amount  of  Dues, . $5,308  00 

Accompanying  the  proceedings  was  a  very  neatly  bound  copy  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin. 
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CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 

Amongst  tlie  proceedings  of  tlie  several  Grand  Lodges  under  review, 
none  are  of  more  interest  than  those  relating  to  the  difficulties  exist¬ 
ing  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  and  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  arising  from  the  organization  in  the  former  State  of  a  body 
which  arrogates  to  itself  the  imposing  title  of  the  “  Supreme  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  in  and  for 
the  Sovereign  State  of  Louisiana.  Under  our  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  we  have  given  a  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  debates  on  the  subject  in  France,  and  copies  of  all  the 
documents  relative  to  this  matter,  taken  from  the  reports  of  the  re¬ 
spective  parties,  a  perusal  of  which  will  give  a  full  understanding  of 
the  merits  of  the  dispute.  M e  think  they  clearly  show  that  the 
“  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite”  has 
no  valid  claim  to  any  countenance  from  any  Grand  Lodge,  and  that 
if  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  continues  to  recognize  that  body,  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  ought  to  cease  to  have  Masonic 
relations  with  it,  or  those  who  hail  from  it,  because  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Bite  is  an  illegal  and  usurping  organization. 

Me  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  resolution  : 

“  Resolved ,  That  all  Masonic  correspondence  and  fraternal  relations 
between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  and  all  Masons  owing  or  claiming  to  owe  allegiance  to  it,  be 
discontinued  until  the  said  Grand  Orient  of  France  recognizes  the  M. 
M.  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  as  the  only  and  sole  Masonic  Grand 
Lodge  of  that  Commonwealth." 

Me  recommend  the  passage  of  the  above  resolution,  because  we 
consider  it  to  be  an  established  principle  of  Masonic  Lav  that  theie 
cannot  be  more  than  one  lawful  Grand  Lodge  having  power  to 
authorize  the  conferring  of  the  three  ancient  and  original  degrees  of 
Masonrv  within  the  territory  of  any  State  or  Government,  and  that 
each  Grand  Lodge  is  the  only  Masonic  supreme  power  within  its  ap¬ 
propriate  limits ;  and  because  we  hold  that  the  Grand  Orient  of  France, 
or  any  other  foreign  jurisdiction,  cannot  determine  what  are  or  what  are 
not  lawful  Grand" Lodges  in  this  country,  and  that  when  that  question 
is  decided  by  the  American  Lodges,  the  foreign  Masonic  jurisdictions 
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must  recognize  them,  and  none  others,  as  vested  with  the  sovereign 
Masonic  power,  and  that  any  recognition  of  any  other  bodies  calling 
themselves  Grand  Lodges  is  an  unjustifiable  interference  with  ques¬ 
tions,  the  decision  of  which  exclusively  belongs  to  American  Masons. 
We  think  the  sooner  the  resolution  reported  by  us  is  adopted,  and 
General  Millinet,  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Masonic  Order  of  France, 
informed  of  our  action,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  interests  of  Ma¬ 
sonry  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  debates  in  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  which  we  give  in  this 
report,  show  much  warmth  of  feeling  on  a  subject  of  which  they 
appear  to  have  no  proper  conception,  and  not  fully  to  understand. 
We  hope  that  when  the  Grand  Orient  receives  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  North  America,  it  will  lead  it  to  a  better  understanding 
of  the  subject,  and  that  these  proper  views  and  proper  feelings  will 
predominate.  If  not,  the  duty  incumbent  on  this  Grand  Lodge  is  to 
sever  its  connection  with  the  Grand  Orient,  and  all  other  organiza¬ 
tions  which  tread  in  their  footsteps  or  follow  their  lead.  Thus,  and 
thus  only,  we  think,  can  American  Masonry  vindicate  her  rights,  and 
show  to  the  world  that  in  this,  as  well  as  in  National  affairs,  she  will 
not  be  dictated  to  by  foreign  powers. 

On  the  subject  of  uniformity  of  work,  and  uniformity  of  ritual, 
much  has  been  lately  written  and  spoken,  and  it  has  been  proposed 
by  the  Grand  Master  of  North  Carolina  to  hold  a  convention,  com¬ 
posed  of  delegates  from  all  the  Grand  Lodges,  to  meet  in  New  York 
in  January,  1870,  to  ordain  a  uniform  system  of  work  and  of  jurispru¬ 
dence.  Whether  this  is  practicable,  admits  of  great  doubt.  We  do 
not  think  that  if  such  a  convention  was  held  and  a  uniform  system 
adopted,  it  would  be  permanent,  as  each  Grand  Lodge,  being  indepen¬ 
dent,  could  adopt  the  ritual  and  work  settled  to  be  the  true  work  of  the 
Order  by  the  Convention,  or  reject  it  at  its  pleasure.  To  make  any 
recommendation  on  the  subject  is  not  within  the  province  of  this 
Committee,  but  is  that  of  the  Committee  of  Landmarks,  to  whom  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  declares  u  shall  be 
referred  all  questions  touching  the  ancient  landmarks,  customs  and 
usages  of  the  Order.”  We  refer  to  it  as  one  of  the  subjects  of  Ma¬ 
sonic  concern  now  mooted  in  many  of  the  jurisdictions  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  some  of  them  angry  disputes  have  arisen  as  to  what  is 
the  true  work  and  ritual,  as  is  evidenced  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Vermont,  of  which  we  have  spoken  under  the  proper  head, 
(see  review  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Grand  Lodge.)  We  know  it  is 
something  not  new  for  brethren  of  other  jurisdictions  to  find  fault 
with  the  simplicity  of  Pennsylvania  Masonry.  The  Chairman  of  the 


Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Ohio,  in  his  report  of  October  the 
20th,  1868,  takes  occasion  to  remark  “That  our  brethren  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  are  awakening  to  the  necessity  of  requiring  of  a  candidate  a 
proof  of  at  least  some  degree  of  proficiency  before  advancement. 
*  *  *  When  this  is  done,  and  then  only,  may  we  look  for  the 

time  when  the  Bitual  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  made  to  correspond 
with  that  of  the  other  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States ;  its  use 
since  the  organization  of  that  Grand  Lodge  being  in  our  opinion  the 
only  argument  in  its  favor.’'’ 

In  reply  to  these  remarks  of  Brother  Cunningham,  we  freely  admit 
there  exists  a  marked  difference  between  the  Pennsylvania  “work,” 
and  that  of  some  other  jurisdictions  in  the  United  States.  It  not  un- 
frequently  happens  that  visitors  from  them  to  our  Lodges  comment 
on  it,  and  make  criticisms  which  might  tend  to  depreciate  the  value 
we,  as  Pennsylvania  Masons,  attach  to  the  ancient  ceremonial.  This 
jurisdiction  authorises  the  work  as  it  is  given,  because  it  is  the  most 
ancient  on  this  continent.  There  is  hardly  to  be  found  an  educated 
Masonic  scholar  who  does  not  admit  we  are  nearer  the  true  standard 
in  our  esoteric  teachings  than  other  Grand  Lodges.  We  claim  it  is  the 
ancient  work  of  the  Craft.  It  is  sublime  in  its  simplicity.  It  avoids 
the  dramatic  and  modern  attractions  which  have  become,  it  would 
seem,  in  some  places,  necessary  to  arrest  the  attention  ;  or  are  used  in 
the  vain  hope  of  impressing  the  intellect.  It  would  be  an  anachron¬ 
ism,  too  glaring  for  justification,  to  assert  that  scenes  and  surround¬ 
ings,  which  were  formerly  unknown,  could  have  then  been  part  of 
the  Masonic  ceremony.  It  may  please  those  who  delight  in  modern 
novelties,  to  cavil  at  our  severe  simplicity,  but  in  order  to  show  error 
in  us,  let  'the  testimony  be  produced  which  interpolates  into  Ma¬ 
sonry  show  for  substance,  and  covers  the  significance  of  the  sym¬ 
bol  with  the  drapery  of  display.  When  we  look  back  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  Craft  as  it  was  organized  at  the  completion  of  the 
Temple,  it  will  be  most  difficult  to  believe  that  the  stern  necessity 
which  created  the  order  diluted  its  ceremonials  by  any  recitation  of 
unnecessary  or  unmeaning  fables. 

Whatever,  then,  trenches  on  the  line  which  separates  the  essential 
and  severe,  from  the  unessential  and  adventitious,  is  to  be  rejected. 
This  is  the  rule  in  Pennsylvania,  and  here  this  rule  will  be  enforced 
and  cheerfully  obeyed,  for  the  pride  of  Pennsylvania  Masonry  is  its 
accordance  with  the  ancient  and  the  true. 

In  our  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North 
Carolina,  we  give  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  “  Work,”  adverse 
to  the  use  of  any  key  or  cypher.  Many  Grand  Lodges  had  been  con- 
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suited  on  the  subject,  and  all  are  opposed  to  their  use,  except  that  of 
Rhode  Island.  A  reference  to  the  subject  of  work  as  stated  in  the 
body  of  our  report,  under  the  several  Grand  Lodge  proceedings,  will 
show  that  there  is  in  many  jurisdictions  much  dispute  about  the 
matter.  Whilst  in  Pennsylvania,  owing  to  the  simplicity  of  our  cere¬ 
monial,  there  is  none — here  on  that  subject  all  are  agreed. 

Another  matter  which  creates  some  interest  in  Masonic  circles,-  is 
the  fact  that  several  religious  denominations  are  opposing  the  progress 
of  the  institution,  and  have  resolved  that  no  members  of  the  Order 
shall  be  in  communion  with  their  churches.  Why  this  should  be  we 
cannot  say,  unless  it  is  from  mistaken  views  of  the  object  of  Freema¬ 
sonry.  Almost  nineteen  centuries  ago  the  shepherds  who  watched  b}* 
night  their  flocks  on  the  plains  of  Judea,  heard  angelic  choirs  shout 
“  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace  and  good  will  toward 
men,”  and  the  spirit  of  that  song  Masonry  has  ever  sought  to  realize  in 
action.  Her  teachings  have  ever  been  “Give  glory  to  God,”  and  “  con¬ 
fess  his  holy  name,”  and  peace,  fraternity  and  good  will  toward  all 
mankind  have  always  been  inculcated  in  all  her  lessons.  St.  James 
wrote  :  “Pure  religion  and  unde filed  before  God  and  the  Father  is  this  : 
to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himself 
unspotted  from  the  world.”  What  institution  assumes  the  care  of  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  with  more  unceasing  effort  than  the  Masonic 
Order,  or  does  it  more  effectually  ?  What  institution  inculcates 
purer  lessons  of  morality,  to  aid  in  keeping  the  members  unspotted 
from  the  vices  that  afflict  our  race  ?  But  religion  is  not  the  object  of 
the  association,  although  it  inculcates  its  precepts.  Any  one  who 
supposes  it  to  be  an  enemy  of  religion  knows  nothing  of  the  Order — 
nor  are  those  who  think  that  Masons  consider  it  a  substitute  for  the 
Church  any  better  informed.  It  has  no  heavenly  origin,  but  is  of  the 
earth  and  of  human  invention.  It  seeks  to  improve  the  condition  of 
mankind  without  regard  to  the  religion  they  profess.  The  Atheist 
can  never  enter  its  portals,  or  be  received  into  its  brotherhood.  Masonry 
makes  no  pretentions  to  be  able  to  save  a  soul  by  its  teachings,  but  it 
does  profess  to  be  able  to  make  the  rude  more  refined  in  feeling  and 
sentiment,  to  make  the  avaricious  more  charitable  and  less  fond  of 
self ;  to  humanize  the  heart  and  induce  all  within  its  influences  to  feel 
that  as  men  they  owe  duties  to  their  fellow-men  which  no  human  law 
teaches,  and  which  nothing  but  the  development  of  the  principle  of 
universal  fraternity  can  stimulate  to  action.  Why  then  should 
Churches  war  against  our  institution  ?  Simply  because  as  a  body 
they  are  ignorant  of  its  aims  and  its  obligations.  We  request 
those  who  do  so,  to  inform  themselves  on  the  subject  before  they  deny 
their  ordinances  to  the  Masonic  Order,  or  deprive  them  of  Church  privi¬ 
leges.  If  they  allege  many  bad  men  are  Masons,  we  answer  they 
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are  members  of  the  Order,  not  Masons.  They  in  this  respect  lesem- 
ble  many  who  name  the  name  of  Christ,  when  they  possess  none  of 
his  spirit,  and  do  not  follow  his  teachings.  We  say  to  our  opponents, 
live  in  charity  with  all,  and  speak  not  evil  of  those  who  do  good  in  a 
way  you  will  not  learn  from  them  and  cannot  comprehend.  To  Ma¬ 
sons  we  say  that  as  we  are  thus  misunderstood  and  misrepiesented,  it 
is  our  duty  so  to  walk,  that  it  may  be  said  even  by  our  enemies,  that 
our  practice  equals  our  profession,  that  we  love  each  othei  as  biethien 
and  go  about  doing  good.  Of  this  new  manifestation  of  opposition 
we  have  no  greater  fears  than  we  have  of  political  persecution.  That 
has  had  its  day,  and  has  passed  away.  The  former  will  also  fade  in 
the  sunlight  of  truth,  when  inquiring  minds  will  discover  the  beauties 
of  Masonry,  and  agree  with  us  that  although  she  is  not  religion ,  she 
is  hep  aid  and  her  assistant,  who  prepares  the  hearts  of  men  for  the 
reception  of  holier  truths  than  she  teaches. 

Before  we  conclude  this  report,  we  desire  to  congratulate  the  fra¬ 
ternity  upon  their  flourishing  condition,  and  the  large  number  of  noble 
charities  that,  in  the  shape  of  schools,  asylums,  libraries  and  ceme¬ 
teries,  are  springing  up  all  over  the  country,  under  the  auspices  of  our 
Order  ;  and  not  only  these,  but  histories  are  being  written  of  the  good 
and  great  men  of  Masonry.  In  our  formtr  report  we  said  :  Mam 
of  the  greatest,  most  learned  and  best  men  of  Pennsylvania,  have 
been  Masons.  The  recollections  of  their  actions  and  their  virtues  are 
fast  fading  away.  Even  now,  many  of  them  are  traditional.  Bui 
on  this  subject  we  then  made  no  recommendation,  but  we  do  now  ; 
and  beg  leave  to  ask  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  on  the  Masonic 
history  and  biography  of  Pennsylvania. 

# 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


ROBERT  J.  FISHER. 


York,  Pa.,  December  26th,  1869. 
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Ro  Returns  from  these  Lodges  up  to  April  ISth. 
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Canton . 

Ediriboro ’ . 

Kirkwood . . 

Borne . 

Philadelphia, . . . 
Conshohocken . . . 

Osceola . 

Newton . 

Shrewsbury . 

Jamestoion . 

Waterford . 

Cressona . 

Newtown . 

East  Smithfleld. 

Harmony . 

Allegheny  City. 

Saltzburg . 

Philadelphia . . . 

Neto  Castle . 

Brownsville 

Reading . 
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*  No  returns  from  this  Lodge  up  to  April  18. 


RECAPITULATION. 


279  Lodges  ;  of  which 

10  Lodges  have  not  made  their  annual  returns  ;  leaving 


269  Lodges  that  have  made  their  returns,  and  they  show 
30,488  Members  on  December  27th,  1869. 

432  Admitted  during  the  year,  1S69. 

3,005  Initiated  “  “  “ 

1,111.  Resigned  and  Died  during  the  year,  I860. 

542  Suspended  and  Expelled  during  the  year,  1869. 

715  were  Rejected  during  the  year,  1869. 

The  10  Lodges  that  have  not  made  their  returns  have  about  820  Members. 


« 


rm 


. 


I 

mm  \ 


\ 


F.  A.  M. 


m 

1  L\ 


Proceedings 


of  THE 


m  i 


BEING  EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES  OF  ITS 
QUARTERLY  AND  ANNUAL  GRAND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

DURING  THE  YEAR  A.  D.  1873.— A.  L.  5873. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

A.  C.  Bryson  &  Co.,  Printers,  607  Chestnut  Street. 

i874- 


' 

■ 


Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 


OF  THE 


F.  A.  M. 


BEING  EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MINUTES  OF  ITS 
QUARTERLY  AND  ANNUAL  GRAND 
COMMUNICATIONS 


DURING  THE  YEAR  A.  D.  1873  — A.  L.  5873 


PHILADELPHIA. 

A.  C.  Bryson  &  Co.,  Printers,  607  Chestnut  Street. 

1874, 


CONTENTS. 


Page. 


Quarterly  Communication,  June  4th,  -----  5 

Special  Communication,  September  26th,  -  7 

Quarterly  Communication,  December  3d,  8 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  -  -  -  -  -  10 

Report  of  Library  Committee,  -  -  -  -  -  -  21 

Annual  Grand  Communication,  December  27th,  -  -  25 

Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  the  “Stewards  of  the 

Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund,”  -  -  -  -  27 

Final  Report  of  Building  Committee,  -  -  29 

Report  of  Trustees  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  -  -  -  34 

Report  of  Flail  Committee,  -  -  -  -  -  -  35 

Address  of  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  37 
Address  of  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Alfred  R.  Potter,  42 
Appointments  for  the  year  1874,  -----  44 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  -  .  -  5° 


£}rand  ^odqe  of  'Pennsylvania. 


- + — ^ - 

QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  June  4,  A.  D.  1873,  A.  L  5873. 


Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  in 
the  Chair. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  made  a  report  embodying  the  follow¬ 
ing,  which  was  approved  and  the  resolution  appended  thereto  was 
adopted  : 

To  the  R.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  : 

In  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  J - C.  H - against  Lodge  No. 

- ,  the  following  facts  were  presented  : 

Mr.  J  B  ,  a  highly  honorable  and  respectable  citizen,  made 
the  usual  application. 

The  petition  took  the  course  prescribed  by  the  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  he  was  balloted  for  and  approved,  and  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  first  degree. 

At  this  point  Brother  J - C.  H - objected  to  further  action, 

but  the  Worshipful  Master,  after  hearing  the  objection,  decided  that, 

“as  Mr.  B - was  already  prepared,  he  thought  it  would  not  be 

Pioper  to  stop  in  the  midst  of  the  ceremony  of  initiation  and  dis¬ 
miss  the  candidate  from  that  point — that  he  could  not  conscien¬ 
tiously  do  so.  That  if  Brother  H -  had  made  his  objection 

before  the  degree  was  in  part  conferred,  his  objection  would  have 
been  considered;  that  after  conferring  the  degree  was  completed,  he 
could  prefer  charges,  if  he  had  any,  and  they  would  be  acted  upon 
at  the  proper  time,  &c.  ’  ’ 


(5) 


—  6  — 


The  arguments  in  support  of  this  decision  of  the  Worshipful 
Master  are  that  the  degree  of  preparation  is  one  part,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  follow  chronologically  are  severally  other  parts,  till 
the  whole  is  consummated,  and  this  constitutes  the  entirety  of  the 
degree.  It  is  further  argued  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
that  “  no  man  can  enter  the  Lodge  who  is  not  under  the  tongue  of 
good  masonic  report,  although  they  stand  upon  the  very  threshold 
and  knock  ever  so  loudly,”  does  not  apply  to  one  who  has  passed 
the  threshold  into  the  preparing  room,  when  the  degree  is  begun, 
and  it  is  too  late  to  make  an  objection. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  your  Committee  cannot  sustain  this  view  of 
the  case,  &c. 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  decided  too  often,  to  be  now  a  subject  of 
doubt,  that  the  initiation  makes  the  member  of  a  Lodge,  and  initia¬ 
tion  is  conferred  in ,  by  and  through  that  ceremony  in  which  the 
candidate  and  the  Worshipful  Master  only  participate,  and  it  is  that 
ceremony  alone,  and  distinct  from  all  that  precedes  or  follows  which 
makes  the  degree,  &c. 

The  preparing  for  an  act  is  not  a  part  of  an  act  itself.  The  line 
that  circumscribes  preparation — separates  it  very  widely  from  that 
threshold  to  which  the  Grand  Lodge  decision,  already  quoted, 
refers,  for  from  the  preparing  room  to  that  threshold  there  are 
many  trials  to  be  undergone  before  any  candidate  is  in  a  condition 
to  enter  upon  that  ceremony  which  alone  makes  the  degree,  &c.  . 

Therefore,  Resolved ,  That  the  appeal  of  Brother  J - C.  H - 

against  the  action  of  Lodge  No.  - in  conferring  on  J - B - 

the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasonry  be  sustained,  and  the  case 

remitted  to  Lo^ge  No.  - to  be  taken  up  again  by  said  Lodge  as 

of  the  time  the  said  Lodge  had  balloted  for  and  approved  the  said 

Mr.  B - as  worthy  of  initiation  and  membership,  and  that  all  the 

proceedings  heretofore  had  in  said  Lodge,  in  the  case  of  said  B - , 

front  and  after  said  ballot  and  approval  are  declared  null  and  void. 


JAMES  PAGE, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Appeals. 


T[RAND  pODQE  OF  pENN^YLVAfilA- 


SPECIAL  COMMUNICATION. 


Held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Broad  Street,  on  September  26, 

A.  D.  1873,  A.  L.  5873. 


Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Mastei,  in 
the  Chair. 

This  magnificent  structure,  situated  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Broad  and  Filbert  streets,  Philadelphia,  was  dedicated  with  appro¬ 
priate  ceremonies  on  this  day.* 


*FuH  particulars  of  these  ceremonies  will  appear  in  a  Memorial  Volume  no\ 
being  published,  by  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge 

.  (7) 


•CjHA^D  JjODQE  OJ7  fYLVAf IA- 


QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  December  3,  A.  D.  1873,  A.  L.  5873. 


Present  : — 

Bro.  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

££  Alfred  R.  Potter, 

“  Robert  Clark, 

“  J.  Madison  Porter,  - 
££  Hendrick  B.  Wright, 
££  John  Thompson, 

££  J.  Alex.  Simpson,  - 
££  Henderson, 

££  Early,  - 
££  Snyder, 

.  ,1 

“  Himrod, 

££  McNair,  -  - 

££  McClellan,  - 
££  Pollock, 

££  Herrick, 

££  Dusenbury, 

££  Whittlesey,  - 
££  Meredith,  - 
££  Lloyd,  - 
££  McCullough, 

££  Knapp,  - 
££  Mackey, 

££  Kingsbury,  - 
££  Little, 

££  Thomas, 

££  Greenleaf, 

££  Howell, 

££  Ancona, 

££  Chatland, 
ft  Coulter,  - 


R.  W.  Grand  Master. 

££  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

££  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

££  Grand  Treas. ,  Pro  Tem. 

“  Grand  Secretary. 

Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 


[f-  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 


(8) 
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Bros.  Maclaughlin  and  Allen, 
Bro.  George  B.  Cole, 

4  4  R.  L.  Packer, 

“  Godfrey  Keebler, 

“  Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  - 
“  George  W.  Wood, 

“  Wm.  H.  Hooper,  - 
“  Horace  Fritz,  - 
“  Charles  Schnider, 

“  Page, 

“  Vaux,  - 
“  Williamson, 

“  Fritz,  - 
“  Scott, 

“  Phillips, 


“  Richard  Vaux,  - 


“  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 


“  E.  Harper  Jeffries,  - 
“  Alfred  R.  Potter, 

“  James  Page, 


Grand  Chaplains. 
Senior  Grand  Deacon. 
Junior  Grand  Deacon. 
Grand  Steward , 

n  a 


“  Marshal. 

‘  1  Sword  Bearer. 
11  Pursuivant. 

£  6  Tyler. 


'v 


Past  Grand  Masters. 


( 

i 

) 


Representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  New  York,  Illinois , 
South  Carolina ,  Alabama , 
Texas ,  Minnesota ,  and  Wash¬ 
ington  Territory. 

Representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Louisiana  and 


^  Canada. 

C  Representative  of  the  Grand 
|  Lodge  of  Kentucky, 
c  Representative  of  the  Grand 
j  Lodge  of  New  Jersey. 

( Representative  of  the  Grand 
j  Lodge  of  Oregon. 


Two  hundred  and  twenty  Lodges,  represented  by  six  hundred  and 
eighty-three  members. 

Grand  Lodge  opened  in  ample  form  at  ioj^  o’clock,  A.  M. 


This  being  the  time  designated  by  the  Ahiman  Rezon  for  the 
election  of  officers,  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  appointed 
tellers  to  conduct  the  same,  and,  after  receiving  the  votes,  the  Grand 

•■v 

Master  announced  the  following  brethren  as  having  been  elected,  to 
wit : 


-  IO  — 


R.  W.  Grand  Master ,  Bro. 

(In  place  of  Bro.  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master ,  Bro 

“  Senior  Grand  Warden ,  “ 

“  Junior  Grand  Warden , 

I  ‘  Grand  Treasurer , 

II  Grand  Secretary , 


■r 


Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
Charity  Fund. 


Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest.  -{ 


a 

(C 

a 


( ( 
(C 

( e 
(< 
a 
( i 
(C 
(( 
(( 
( i 


Alfred  R.  Potter, 

who  declined  a  re-election  ) 

Robert  Clark. 

James  M.  Porter. 
Michael  Nisbet. 
Thomas  R.  Patton. 
John  Thomson. 
Joseph  S.  Riley, 
Jacob  Laudenslager, 
George  Griscom, 
Daniel  Brittain, 
John  Hanold. 
Samuel  H.  Perkins, 
George  Thomson, 
Charles  M.  Prevost, 
Henry  C.  Howell, 
Jacob  Roberts. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  report  which  was 
approved,  and  the  resolutions  attached  thereto  were  adopted  : 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


The  Finance  Committee  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  made  an  examination,  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  of  the  following  accounts  : 

Grand  Treasurer;  Grand  Secretary,  for  the  Payment  of  Interest; 
Grand  Secretary,  for  the  Sale  of  Dispensations  ;  Grand  Secretary, 
as  Treasurer  Building  Fund  ;  Trustees  Building  Fund;  Hall  Com¬ 
mittee  ;  Building  Committee ;  Trustees  Girard  Bequest ;  Grand 
Lodge  Charity  Fund  ;  Library  Committee ;  Transfer  of  Bonds, 
and  find  them  correct  and  agreeing  with  their  Vouchers,  Bank 
Books,  &c. 

The  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  show : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  November  15th,  1872,  -  -  -  -  $  6,640  86 

Received  for  Dues,  Masonic  Rents,  &c.,  -  -  82,194  54 

“  “  Dispensations,  Certificates,  Ahiman 

Rezons,  -  12,478  25 


—  II  — 


Received  for  New  Warrants,  - 

44  44  Rents  of  Stores,  - 

4 4  44  Interest  from  Building  Fund,  - 

44  44  Interest  from  G.  Secretary  on  deposits, 

44  44  Aprons,  - 

4  4  4  4  Grand  Chapter  for  stationery, 

4  4  4  4  Amount  Refunded  by  Lodge  No.  216, 


$  1,800  00 

12,850  00 
5>527  68 
44  78 
7,427  60 
148  98 
380  5° 


-$129,493  19 


PAYMENTS. 


Paid  for  Interest  on  Masonic  Loans, 

44  Sinking  Fund,  - 
44  Expenses  Grand  Master,  - 
“  44  District  Deputy  G.  Masters, 

4  4  Salaries  Grand  Officers  and  Clerks 
as  follows : 

Thomas  Brown,  Grand  Trea¬ 
surer  for  1872, 

John  Thomson,  1  year,  - 
F.  Blackburne,  1  year, 

Jos.  H.  Boswell,  1  year,  - 
Chas.  H.  Kingston,  6  months 
for  1872,  $500;  9  months 
for  1873,  $75°> 

Chas.  Schnider, 

Paid  for  Expenses  G.  Treasurer’s  Office 
for  stamp  check  book  and  sta¬ 
tionery,  - 

44  Expenses  G.  Secretary’s  office, 

44  Expenses  Grand  Lodge,  - 

44  Printing  Proceedings,  &c.,  - 

44  Funeral  expenses  of  Past  Grand 

Master  Skerrett,  - 

44  Carriages  for  funeral  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Harper, 

44  Orders  Hall  Committee,  Chest¬ 

nut  street,  - 

44  Orders  Library  Committee,  - 


887,79 3  7° 
615  00 
300  00 
2,3QI  57 


200  00 
2,000  00 
1,200  00 
1,000  00 


1,250  00 
172  00 


54  25 
32°  30 

321  5° 
L991  75 

188  30 
50  00 

7 >999  83 
306  88 


Paid  for  Orders  Finance  Committee, 
advertising  sale  of  Chestnut  St. 
Hall,  circulars  and  postage 
stamps,  $500 ;  Duval  &  Hunter 
for  three  books,  certificates  of 
loan,  $250, 

“  Orders  for  increase  of  insurance, 

“  Orders  for  aprons,  - 

“  Orders  for  dedication, - 


$  750  co 

35°  00 
7,852  00 

8,540  29  $125,557  37 


Leaving  balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer, 


3.935  82 


The  accounts  of  the  Grand  Secretary  for  sale  of  Dispensations, 
Certificates  and  Ahiman  Rezons,  show  : 


Balance  on  hand,  November  15th,  1872,  -  -  -  $  605  00 

Received  during  the  year  : 

For  Dispensations,  -  -  -  -  -  -  4,720  00 

For  Certificates,  -  -  -  -  -  -  180  00 

For  Ahiman  Rezons,  -  -  -  -  -  127  00 


He  has  paid  the  Grand  Treasurer  : 
For  Dispensations,  - 
For  Certificates,  - 
For  Ahiman  Rezons, 


$5,632  00 

-  $4,290  00 

186  00 

136  00  $4,612  00 


Leaving  in  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  -  -  -  $1,020  00 


The  accounts  of  the  Grand  Secretary  for  interest  on  New  Masonic 
Temple  Loan,  show : 

Balance  on  hand,  November  15th,  1872,  -  -  $  1,078  56 

Received  from  G.  Lodge  Funds  during  the  year,  87,793  7° 


Amount  of  interest  paid  during  the  year,  - 


$88,872  26 
87,922  62 


Leaving  in  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary, 


949  64 


The  Grand  Secretary,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Building  Fund,  shows  a 
balance  of  $7,119^,  which  was  found  to  be  correct;  and  that  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  amount  in  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan,  $95,250; 
and  in  Bank,  $27.99  j  making  a  total  of  $95,277.99. 
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The  operations  of  the  Trustees  of  said  Fund  will  be  set  out  fully 
in  their  Reports. 

The  payments  of  the  Building  Committee,  for  the  last  fiscal  year, 
were  as  follows : 


From  15  th  to  30th  November,  1872, 
December,  1872, 

January,  1873, 

February,  44 
March,  44  - 
April,  44 
May,  4  4  - 
Tune,  44 
July, 

August,  44 
September/4  - 
October,  44 


$29,413 

94 

i3>°  77 

73 

22,381 

77 

16,441 

18 

57T05 

15 

52,392 

55 

39,635 

!5 

38,°6i 

06 

53,477 

95 

34,76i 

I3 

32,947 

53 

7,823 

22 

$397, 5l8 

36 

The  accounts  of  the  Hall  Committee  on  Chestnut  street,  for  the 
fiscal  year  show  they  have  drawn  orders  : 


For  Fuel,  -  -  - . $  1 12  50 

“  Gas, . -  2,139  23 

44  Taxes,  -------  3,977  50 

44  Water  Rent  and  Sewerage,  -  -  -  71  00 

44  Labor  and  Tyler,  -----  988  00 

44  Incidentals,  ------  835  88 


$8,124  11 

The  accounts  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest  show : 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  as  per  last  Report, 
Interest  and  Premiums, 
Sale  of  Securities,  - 


$  L333  52 

3,988  52 
27,011  17 


$32,333  21 
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PAYMENTS. 


Paid  Orders  of  Stewards,  -  -  -  $  3,200  00 

Investment  in  New  Masonic  Temple 

Loan,  -----  28,000  00 

Commissions  on  Sale  of  Securities,  -  1687  $31,21687 

Leaving  Balance  in  hand  November  25,  1873,  '  -  $1,11634 

The  investments  are : 

New  Masonic  Temple 'Loan,  -  -  $49,000  00 

Bond  and  Mortgage  Sunbury  Masonic 

Hall  Association,  Balance  due,  1,000  00 

Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Gold  Loan,  6,500  00  56,500  00 


The  accounts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  show  : 


Balance  on  hand  last  report,  ----- 

Amount  received  from  “Masonic  Relief  Fund”  of 
Chicago,  ------ 

Received  for  Interest  on  New  Masonic  Temple  Loan, 
Received  for  Interest  on  Deposit,  - 


$1,102  94 


2,150  40 
4,376  47 
25  19 


$7,655  00 


PAYMENTS. 


Paid  Orders  to  Almoners,  -  $3,000  00 

“  Investment  in  New  Masonic  Temple 

Loan,  -----  3,200  00 

“  Expenses,  -  -  -  -  -  12  00  6,212  00 


Leaving  a  Balance  in  hands  of  -  -  -  -  $1,443  00 


Their  investments  are  : 


New  Masonic  Temple  Loan, 


$61,400  00 
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The  Grand  Secretary  has  furnished  the  Committee  with  a  Balance 
Sheet  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  15th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1873,  being  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  which  is  affixed 
hereto  ;  as  also  one  for  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  of 
1874. 

From  these  various  accounts  and  the  data  received  from  the 
Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  the  Committee  present  the  fol¬ 
lowing  estimate  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  year  1874  : 


RECEIPTS. 


Cash  on  hand,  - 

Dues,  Initiations,  Ten  Per  Cents,  &c., 
Dispensations  and  Warrants, 

Masonic  Rents,  - 
Rents  of  Stores,  - 


$  3^935  82 
75,000  00 

15,000  00 
50,000  00 
10,000  00 

$153,935  82 


EXPENDITURES. 


Interest  on  Masonic  Loans, 

Sinking  Fund,  - 
Expenses  Grand  Master, 

££  D.  D.  Grand  Masters,  - 

££  Grand  Secretary,  $2,000 

££  Grand  Treasurer,  200 

££  Clerk  to  G.  Secretary,  1,200 

££  Clerk  to  G.  Secretary,  1,000 

££  Clerk  to  G.  Master,  600 

££  Clerk  to  Finance  Com.,  400 

££  Postage, stationery, &c.  450 

££  Grand  Tyler,  150 

££  Grand  Lodge, 

££  Printing  (including  proceed¬ 

ings,)  - 

££  Library  Committee, 

££  Taxes,  water  rents,  &c., 

Chestnut  street  hall, 


$102,930  00 
15,000  00 
1,000  00 
2,000  00 


6,000  00 
1,000  00 

1,000  00 
500  00 

5,000  00 


$134.43°  00 
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Expenses  Temple  Committee 


MASONIC  TEMPLE. 


Superintendent,  -  -  -  $1,500 

Night  watchman,  -  -  624 

Engineer,  superintendent  of 

gas  and  water,  &c.,  •  -  1,300 

One  day  fireman,  -  -  63  7 

One  night  fireman,  -  -  72 8 

Five  laborers,  -  2,730 

Gas,  ------ 

Fuel,  ----- 

Water  rent,  -  -  - 

Ice,  -  -  -  -  - 

Contingencies,  -  -  -  - 


,  5 1 9  00 
7,000  00 

1,800  00 
500  00 
300  00 
700  00 


Balance, 


117,819  00  $152,249  00 


>1, 686  82 


CHESTNUT  STREET  HALL. 

4 

Your  Committee  indulged  the  hope  that  by  this  time  we  would 
have  been  able  to  report  to  you  the  sale  of  the  old  hall,  and  are  of 
opinion  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  financial  difficulties  which  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  the  country,  we  would  by  this  time  have  effected 
a  sale. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  rents  of  the  several  lodges  and  other  Masonic  bodies, 
be  paid  quarterly.  It  is  not  advisable  to  allow  so  large  an  amount 
of  revenue  to  accumulate  for  a  year,  as  was  the  case  in  times  when 
the  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  not  so  pressing  as  at  this 
time. 

If  this  suggestion  is  not  adopted,  we  will  not  be  able  to  promptly 
pay  the  interest  semi-annually  as  required  on  our  bonded  debt. 

We  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  be  and  is 
hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  warrants  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for 
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such  amounts  as  may  be  required  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  Masonic 
Loans  coming  due  on  the  first  days  of  March  and  September, 

1874. 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  appropriations  be  made  for  the  year 

1874  : 

For  orders  of  the  Temple  Committee,  -  -  $175819  00 


“  Ordinary  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  -  1,000  00 

“  Expenses  of  the  Grand  Master,  -  1,000  00 

{c  Expenses  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  2,000  00 

Salaries  and  expenses  of  Grand  Officers  and  their 

Officers, . ’  $6,000  00 

Printing,  including  annual  proceedings,  -  -  1,000  00 

Library  Committee,  -  -  -  -  -  "  500  00 

Taxes,  water  rent  on  old  hall,  -  -  -  5>°°°  00 


Resolved ,  That  all  Masonic  rents  due  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be 
paid  quarterly. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  YEAGER, 

JAMES  HERDMAN, 
CONRAD  B.  DAY, 

E.  HARPER  JEFFRIES, 

W.  H.  EAGLE. 
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Balance  Sheet  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

November  15,  1873. 


Due  from  Lodge 

No.  70,  .. 

tt 

tt 

*53,  •• 

tt 

tt 

*55,  •• 

tt 

tt 

156,  .. 

tt 

tt 

*99,  •• 

tt 

tt 

218,  .. 

tt 

tt 

221,  .. 

.  2  00 

tt 

fct 

246,  .. 

-  1,291  50 

-tt 

tt 

249,  •• 

.  4  34 

tt 

tt 

251,  •• 

4t 

tt 

273,  .. 

tt 

tt 

277,  •• 

'tt 

tt 

285,  .. 

tt 

tt 

287,  .. 

tt 

tt 

291,  .. 

tt 

tt 

296,  .. 

tt 

tt 

322,  .. 

tt 

tt 

33i,  •• 

.  73  00 

tt 

tt 

336,  .. 

tt 

tt 

338,  .. 

tt 

tt 

35i,  •• 

.  73  00 

tt 

tt 

361,  .. 

.  75  03 

tt 

tt 

363,  .. 

tt 

tt 

374,  .. 

tt 

tt 

402,  .. 

.  1  00 

tt 

tt 

407,  .. 

tt 

tt 

439,  •• 

tt 

tt 

446,  .. 

.  45  00 

tt 

tt 

452,  .. 

.  75  00 

tt 

tt 

463,  .. 

tt 

tt 

465,  .. 

tt 

tt 

472,  .. 

.  59  00 

tt 

tt 

477, 

tt 

t  t 

478,  •• 

tt 

tt 

479,  •• 

tt 

tt 

487,  •• 

tt 

tt 

495,  •• 

tt 

tt 

5*4, 

$5,49°  59 


Real  Estate, . $1,494,706  55 

Paid  Orders  of  Building  Committee  397,51s  36 

Girard  Charity  Fund .  54,100  71 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund .  58,099  02 

Balance  in  Building  Fund .  7,1*9  28 

Amount  of  Sinking  Fund .  95,277  99 

Interest  account .  76,657  95 

Cash  on  hand .  7,401  22 

Expenses  of  Grand  Lodge .  2,746  17 

44  of  Grand  Master .  300  co 

44  of  D.D.G.  Masters .  2,301  57 

44  Hall  Committee .  7,999  83 

44  Library  44  306  88 

44  and  Salaries  of  Officers  of 

Grand  Lodge .  6,196  55 

44  of  Dedication .  8,540  29 

Balance  of  Apron  account  for  Ded¬ 
ication .  424  40 

Expenses  of  Finance  Committee. .  750  00 

Brokerage  paid .  1,750  00 

Due  by  Grand  Commandery .  16  00 

44  Commandery  No.  36 .  6  00 

Profit  and  Loss  account .  2  33 


$2,227,711  71 


e  to 

Lodge  No. 

21,  .... 

tt 

tt 

61,  .... 

tt 

tt 

91,  .... 

tt 

tt 

135,  •••• 

tt 

tt 

230,  .... 

tt 

tt 

233,  .... 

tt 

tt 

254,  .... 

tt 

tt 

224,  .  ... 

tt 

tt 

265,  .... 

t; 

tt 

282,  .... 

tt 

tt 

348,  .... 

tt 

tt 

350,  .... 

tt 

tt 

354,  •••• 

tt 

tt 

359,  •••• 

tt 

tt 

375,  ..•• 

tt 

tt 

377,  .... 

tt 

tt 

390,  .... 

tt 

tt 

408,  .... 

tt 

tt 

427,  .... 

tt 

tt 

428,  .... 

4  00 

tt 

tt 

492,  .... 

tt 

tt 

502,  .... 

tt 

tt 

504,  .... 

...  7  33 

tt 

tt 

508,  .... 

tt 

tt 

511,  .... 

. . .  24  75 

tt 

tt 

513,  .... 

. . .  1 3  00 

tt 

tt 

5i7,  •••• 

$223  25 


Received  for  Old  Material . $  40  00 

Dues  for  1872,  received  from  City 

Lodges.... . 22,581  50 

Dues  for  1872,  received  from  Coun¬ 
try  Lodges .  24,806  41 

Initiations  for  1872,  received  from 

Country  Lodges . *3,953  50 

Initiations  for  1872,  received  from 

City  l.odges .  6,410  00 

10  per  cents..... .  5,013  5° 

Masonic  Rents  received .  *2,674  00 

Store  44  44  .  12,880  00 

Received,  for  Dispensations .  12,485  25 

44  44  New  Warrants .  1,800  00 

44  44  Sale  of  Tickets  of 

admission  to  the  New  Temple  3,208  50 

Grand  Lodge  of  Penn’a .  655,715  80 


New  Masonic  Temple  Loan  issued  1,455,950  00 


$2,227,711  7* 
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Balances  Nov.  I 6th,  1873,  AFTER  THE  CLOSING  ENTRIES  FOR  THE 

Fiscal  Year  1873  are  made. 


Due  to  Lodges  as  before  stated. . .  .$  5i49°  59 

Real  Estate  and  Furniture .  1,892,224  91 

Girard  Charity  Fund .  54->IO°  73 


Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund .  58i°99  02 

Sinking  Fund .  95i277  99 

Building  Fund .  7iTI9  2° 

Cash  on  hand .  7i4°*  22 


Due  by  Grand  Commandery .  *6  00 

$2,119,729  74 


Balances  due  to  Lodges  as  before 

stated . $  223  25 

New  Masonic  Temple  Loan .  I>455i95°  00 

Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania....  663,556  49 


$2,119,72.9  74 


The  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund  made  the  following  report 
which  was  approved,  and  the  resolutions  attached  thereto  v  ere 
adopted,  to  go  into  effect  on  St.  John’s  Day  next,  and  on  motion 
the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  tendered  to  the  Trustees  for 
the  ability  and  integrity  displayed  by  them  in  the  management  of 

the  Trust : 


That  the  balance  on  hand  in  the  Building  Fund, 

August  15,  1873,  was>  ------  ^7ij9i9  11 

Received  for  railing  sold,  -----  40  11 

$7L959  11 

Paid  various  orders  of  Building  Committee,  -  -  64,834  83 

Leaving  balance  in  Fidelity  Company,  Nov.  15,  1873,  8  7 ? 1 1 9 


SINKING  FUND. 

Interest  received  since  last  report,  -  -  -  -  S3 >43 6  9s 

Bought  Masonic  Loan,  $1,100,  and  interest,  -  Lio4  44 

82,332  54 

From  which  deduct  balance  due  G.  Lodge  at  last  report,  2,304  55 
Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of . S  27  99 

To  give  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  extent  of  this  trust,  and  how 
it  has  been  managed,  the  following  general  statements  are  submitted  : 
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The  total  receipts  of  Building  Fund  have  been  as  follows  : 


From  surplus  fund  of  Grand  Lodge,  - 
From  Masonic  Loans,  ... 
From  interest  on  loans,  - 
From  old  material, 


$  144,686  24 

L385>425  00 

35>544  84 
1,256  74 


Total, 


-  $1,566,912  82 


Not  one  penny  of  which  has  been  lost  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  but 
the  whole  proceeds  (in  which  is  included  the  sum  oT  $35,544.84 
earned  by  the  Trustees  as  interest  upon  loans  secured  by  collaterals? 
and  all  of  which  have  been  paid  off)  have  passed  into  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  are  subject  to  its  control. 

The  total  payments  were  : 


For  the  lot,  -------$  156,793  16 

For  the  building,  ------  1,390,018  14 

For  the  interest  to  Grand  Treasurer,  -  -  -  9,061  45 

For  the  brokerage,  by  order  of  the  Finance  Com.,  3, 750  00 

For  the  expenses  of  Trust,  -----  170  79 

• 

fci.559.793  53 

Which,  deducted  from  the  receipts,  leaves  as  before 

stated  a  balance  of,  ------  $7,119  28 

The  total  receipts  and  investments  of  the  Sinking  Fund  have 
been : 


RECEIPTS. 

Five  per  cent,  on  receipts  of  Grand  Lodge  from  Nov. 

1869,  to  Nov.  1872, . $17,117  25 

Assets  of  the  Redemption  Loan  transferred  to  Sinking 

Fund  by  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  -  -  -  70,525  00 

Interest  on  investments,  -  -  -  -  -  -  11,148  15 


$98,790  40 

Paid  interest  on  Redemption  Loan  up 

to  the  time  of  its  transfer,  -  -  $  3,512  41 

Bought  Masonic  Loan  amounting  to,  95,250  00  $98,762  41 


Balance  as  before  stated 


$  27  99 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  duties  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Building 
Fund  are  at  an  end.  A  large  amount  has  passed  through  their 
hands  and  the  balance  is  in  a  safe  depository.  The  expenses  of  the 
Trust  amounted  to  the  very  small  sum  of  As  such  Trustees 

they  have  nothing  more  to  do,  and  append  a  resolution  discharging 
them  from  further  duty  in  that  capacity,  which  they  respectfully  ask 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  adopt,  as  also  creating  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  PAGE, 

Chair7nan  of  Trustees. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund,  as  such,  are 
hereby  discharged  from  the  same. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  appoint  five 
brethren  to  act  as  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and 

Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania: 

Brethren  : — The  year  which  is  now  about  closing  may  truly  be  said 
to  be  one  of  the  most  memorable  to  the  craft,  not  only  in  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  but  to  the  “craft  universal.”  We  have  dedicated  one  of  the 
most  magnificent  edifices  in  the  world,  reflecting  credit  and  honor 
on  the  entire  Masonic  Brotherhood,  and  in  which  operative  and  spec¬ 
ulative  Masonry  were  united,  thus  making  it  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  a  truly  Masonic  building. 

At  such  a  period  of  congratulations  and  rejoicing,  your  Library 
Committee  are  called  upon  to  report  their  labors  during  the  Masonic 
year,  and  we  do  sincerely  trust  they  may  receive  the  approval  of  the 
Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge. 

Knowing  the  value  of  the  collection  of  books  under  our  charge  in 
the  Chestnut  Street  Hall,  and  the  necessity  of  procuring  a  secure 
place  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  application  was  made  to  the 
Building  Committee  of  the  New  Temple,  Broad  street,  for  permis¬ 
sion  to  remove  the  books  and  occupy  the  New  Library  Room.  This 
was  at  once  granted,  and  in  July  last  possession  was  taken  and  active 
measures  adopted  to  have  all  in  readiness  for  the  Dedication  in 
September. 
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The  cases  prepared  for  the  books  are  large  and  commodious,  and 
are  slowly,  but  surely  filling  up  with  works  of  a  standard  and  useful 
character,  both  Masonic  and  miscellaneous.  On  the  Reading  Tables 
have  been  placed  the  leading  magazines  and  weeklies  of  America  and 
Europe;  also,  all  the  Masonic  magazines  and  newspapers  published 
in  the  world,  as  far  as  we  can  procure  them. 

The  newspaper  reading  stands  have  on  file  the  leading  daily  and 
weekly  papers  of  this  and  other  cities. 

To  the  several  Craft  or  Blue  Lodges,  Mark  Lodges,  Chapters, 
Commanderies  and  the  Ancient  Accepted  Rite  we  are  indebted  for 
large  and  valuable  donations  in  money  and  books.  The  amount 
received  from  fourteen  Lodges  &c.,  being  $570,  which  amount 
has  been  expended  in  purchasing  books  to  the  value  of  over 
$700;  this  we  have  been  enabled  to  do  through  the  courtesies  of  the 
different  booksellers  and  the  great  kindness  of  Worshipful  Bro. 
William  James  Hughan,  the  distinguished  Masonic  historian,  of 
Truro,  England,  who  has  kindly*  acted  for  this  Committee  in  pur¬ 
chasing  Masonic  works  in  England,  declining  in  all  cases  to  receive 
any  remuneration  for  his  trouble.  Among  the  valuable  purchases  he 
has  made  for  us  during  the  present  year  has  been  an  original  copy  of 
Anderson’s  Constitution,  published  in  1723. 

Herman  Lodge,  No.  125,  of  this  city,  has  also  by  resolution,  do¬ 
nated  their  entire  Library,  containing  many  volumes  which  cannot 
be  replaced.  The  Committee  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  portion 
of  this  Library  on  Nov.  28,  1873. 

From  Bro.  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 
we  have  received  according  to  promise,  a  large  number  of  most  val¬ 
uable  and  rare  Masonic  works,  among  which  is  a  copy  of  Anderson’s 
Constitution,  reprinted  in  Philadelphia  1734,  by  Bro.  Benjamin 
Franklin;  also,  many  '  French,  German,  Dutch  and  Spanish 
Masonic  histories. 

Numerous  applications  have  been  received  for  the  earlier  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  which  we  are  unable  to 
supply,  as  none  were  published.  In  our  last  report  we  suggested  the 
publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  the  earliest 
date,  but  as  yet  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  matter.  In  order  that 
there  should  be  no  expense  entailed  on  the  Grand  Lodge  by  such  a 
publication  we  have  been  requested  to  offer  the  annexed  Resolution 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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There  has  also  been  a  great  demand  for  a  memorial  volume  of 
the  entire  dedicatory  ceremonies  connected  with  the  New  Temple, 
from  September  25,  to  September  30,  1873,  inclusive.  We  feel 
satisfied  that  such  a  volume  could  be  prepared  and  published  as 
would  be  creditable  to  and  not  entail  any  expense  whatever  on  the 
Grand  Lodge.  « 

In  closing,  we  submit  the  following  : 

Resolved ,  that  the  Library  Committee  be  authorized  to  publish  by 
subscription,  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
from  its  earliest  date,  providing  .that  the  Grand  Lodge  be  at  no  ex¬ 
pense  whatever  for  such  publication. 

Resolved,  That  the  Library  Committee  be  authorized  to  publish  a 
memorial  volume,  commemorative  of  the  Dedication  of  the  New 
Temple  and  ceremonies  attendant  thereon,  providing  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  be  at  no  expense  whatever  for  such  publication. 

» 

Respectfully  and  Fraternally  submitted 


CHARLES  E.  MEYER, 
M.  R.  MUCKLE, 

JOHN  HANOLD, 

A.  R.  HALL, 

ROBERT  H.  PATTISON, 
W.  H.  EGLE, 

SYDNEY  HAYDEN, 


>  Committee. 


pRAfiD  poDQE  of  Pennsylvania- 


ANNUAL  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 


Held  at  Philadelphia,  December  27,  A.  D.  1873,  A.  L.  5^73* 

- — - - 


St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  Day. 

Brother  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 
in  the  Chair. 

The  Finance  Committee  made  the  following  report : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

The  Finance  Committee  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  acting  Grand 
Treasurer,  Bro.  John  Thomson,  from  November  15,  1873,  to  De¬ 
cember  26,  1873,  inclusive,  and  find  them  correct,  and  agreeing 
with  his  vouchers  showing  a  balance  on  hand  of  $13,37 

Also,  the  books  of  the  Trustees  of  Building  Fund  from  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1873,  t0  December  26,  1873,  showing  a  balance  of  $i73r^> 
which  was  found  to  be  correct,  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers, 
and  your  Committee  would  suggest  that  this  balance  be  passed  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Also,  the  accounts  of  the  Building  Committee,  and  find  them 
correct,  and  agreeing  with  their  vouchers.  They  have  drawn 
orders,  since  our  last  report,  for  $26,867^%,  which  will  complete 
their  payments  for  the  New  Temple  including  the  current  expenses 
of  the  same  in  full  to  January  3,  1874. 

As  per  resolution  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  referring 
the  matter  of  rents  of  the  Chestnut  St.  stores  to  the  Finance  Com- 
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mittee,  we  have  made  arrangements  with  the  tenants  now  occupying 
the  same  to  continue  therein  as  tenants  at  will,  at  a  rental  of  $200 
per  month.  In  consideration  of  this  reduction  of  rent  they  agree  to- 
vacate  on  sixty  days  notice. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


Decemeer  27,  1873. 


JOHN  C.  YEAGER,  J 

CONRAD  B.  DAY,  ( 

E.  HARPER  JEFFRIES,  f 
W.  H.  EAGLE,  j 


Committee . 


The  Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  approved  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  ALMONERS  G.  L.  CHARITY  FUND. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  27,  A.  D.  1873,  A.  L.  5873. 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Board  of  Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund, 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  for  the  past 
Masonic  year: 

They  have  received  from  the  Trustees 

of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund,  -  $3,000  00 

Balance  on  hand  as  per  last  report,  -  87  75 

Total  amount, . $3,087  75 

They  have  donated  to  170  applicants,  -  $2,963  00 

Spent  for  books  and  stationery,  -  -  49  5° 

$3,012  50 


Leaving  balance  on  hand,  - 


I  75  25 
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The  recipients  of  the  Charity  of  the  Fund  are  classed  as  follows: 

157  were  widows  of  deceased  brothers. 

4  “  mothers  “  “ 

2  “  sisters  “  “ 

3  “  daughters  “  “ 

4  “  orphans  “  “ 


Of  these  135 

hailed  from 

Pennsylvania. 

t  ( 

IO 

1 1 

New  York. 

a 

4 

u 

Connecticut. 

u 

4 

n 

South  Carolina. 

te 

3 

a 

New  Jersey. 

it  * 

3 

it 

Virginia. 

te 

1 

a 

Mississippi. 

t e 

1 

te 

Maryland. 

te 

1 

it 

Vermont. 

a 

1 

t  e 

Louisiana. 

ee 

1 

e  e 

Washington  Territory. 

a 

6 

1 1 

Ireland. 

The  Board  has  nothing  especial  to  report  or  recommend.  They 
have  spent  a  pleasant  year  together  in  dispensing  the  Charity  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  they  trust,  in  such  a  manner  as  has  relieved  much 
distress  and  caused  much  happiness  to  its  recipients.  Death  has 
not  entered  our  ranks,  nor  dissensions  our  counsels. 

Fraternally, 

HARMAN  BAUGH, 

President. 


The  Stewards  of  the  Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund  also  made 
a  report,  which  was  adopted  as  follows : 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  “STEW¬ 
ARDS  OF  THE  STEPHEN  GIRARD  CHARITY  FUND.” 

The  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  the  “Stewards  of  the  Stephen 
Girard  Charity  Fund,”  presents  the  following  report  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  ending  December  26,  1873.  In  the  performance  of  their 
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official  duty  they  have  granted  relief  to  one  hundred  and  eleven 
(in)  “  poor  and  respectable  Brethren,”  to  wit : 

To  93  applicants,  hailing  under  this  jurisdiction,  $2,755  00 

To  18  applicants  hailing  from  foreign  jurisdictions,  viz  : 


To  3  hailing  from  England, 

-  $80 

OO 

2  “  Scotland,  - 

45 

00 

1  “  Maryland, 

-  3° 

OO 

2  “  Missouri, 

60 

OO 

1  “  Washington,  D.  C., 

-  30 

OO 

2  “  Indiana, 

60 

00 

1  “  Illinois,  - 

20 

OO 

1  “  Kentucky,  - 

3° 

OO 

1  i(  New  York, 

-  3° 

OO 

2  “  Ohio,  - 

50 

OO 

1  “  South  Carolina, 

-  i5 

OO 

1  “  Connecticut, 

•  20 

OO 

470 

OO 

Total  amount  granted  to  in  applicants, 

- 

- 

$3>225 

OO 

Paid  to  G.  Sensenderfer,  for  hauling  books,  &c.,  from 

Chestnut  St.  Hall  to  New  Temple,  - 

- 

2 

OO 

$3>227 

OO 

Balance  on  hand  December  26,  1873, 

- 

- 

258 

OO 

$3,485 

OO 

PER  CONTRA. 

Balance  on  hand  December  26,  1872,  - 

- 

-  $455 

OO 

Amount  drawn  for  Class  No.  1, 

- 

- 

800 

OO 

<c  u  a  0 

n 

- 

700 

OO 

U  U  ((  ~ 

0. 

- 

- 

700 

OO 

“  “  “  4,  - 

- 

800 

OO 

Order  No.  107  January  23d,  cancelled, 

- 

- 

3° 

OO 

$3,485 

OO 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

t 

E.  P. 

LESCURE, 

December  26,  1873. 

President  of  Stewards. 
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The  Building  Committee  made  the  following  as  their  final 
report,  which  was  approved  : 

FINAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 

) 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Building  Committee  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple  respect¬ 
fully  PRESENT  THIS  THEIR  FINAL  REPORT  : 

The  details  respecting  the  management  of  the  trust  confided  to 
their  care  have  been  so  fully  entered  into  in  former  reports  rendered 
from  time  to  time,  that  the  Committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  make 
any  lengthy  statement.  The  result  of  their  labors  is  best  told  by  this 
magnificent  Temple  in  which  we  are  now  assembled,  and  which  was 
dedicated  with  such  imposing  ceremonies  on  the  26th  of  September 
last.  All  the  accounts  of  the  Committee  have  been  closed  and  have 
been  examined  and  approved  by  the  Finance  Committee.  The 
books,  vouchers  and  papers  relating  to  the  transactions  of  the 
Building  Committee  have  been  carefully  arranged  by  Bro.  Charles 
H,  Kingston,  who  has  so  faithfully  acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  from  the  beginning  ;  and  they  have  been  placed  together  in 
a  convenient  box,  and  deposited  in  one  of  the  fire-proof  safes  in  the 
building,  so  that,  should  occasion  present,  they  may  at  any  future 
time  be  referred  to  without  difficulty.  It  appears  from  the  books  as 
closed  that  the  total  amount  of  money  expended  by  the  Committee 
has  been  $1,575,076.57.  This  includes  $3,157.16  for  expenses 
connected  with  laying  the  corner-stone,  and  $7,000  and  upwards 
for  the  expenses  of  managing  the  building  since  its  dedication ;  and 
the  entire  cost  of  the  furniture  and  gas  fixtures.  There  has  been 
realized  from  the  sale  of  old  materials,  &c.,  $5,983.96.  A  state¬ 
ment  is  annexed  to  this  report  showing  an  analysis  under  the  several 
appropriate  heads  of  the  expenditures  by  the  Committee.  A  small 
balance  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Building  Fund, 
and  it  will  be  for  the  Grand  Lodge  to  determine  what  disposition 
shall  be  made  of  this  balance. 

The  management  and  care  of  the  building  will  devolve  in  the 
future  upon  the  Temple  Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  elect,  who  enters  upon  his  office  this  day. 
The  accounts  of  the  Building  Committee  necessarily  included  some 
estimated  items  connected  with  the  management  of  the  building  up 
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to  January  3,  1874,  such  as  gas,  incidentals,  &c.  It  is  not  probable 
that  these  estimated  amounts  will  be  exceeded ;  should  they  prove 
to  have  been  larger  than  required,  the  excess  will  increase  the  balance 
in  the  Building  Fund. 

The  Committee  regret  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  place  a 
larger  insurance  upon  the  building  upon  policies  satisfactory  to  them^ 
and  they  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  recommend  any  increase 
to  the  present  amount  upon  building  of  $150,000,  without  an  agree¬ 
ment  could  be  made  with  some  first-class  companies  that  would 
cover  what  we  wish  insured  from  loss  by  fire,  and  protect  the  interests 
of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge.  With  that  view  we  have 
had  drawings  and  photographs  prepared  of  the  entire  finish  of  the 
interior  of  the  building  with  ground  plans,  &c.,  and  the  architect 
has  promised  to  prepare  a  complete  description  of  the  building  if 
required  for  said  purpose,  but  want  of  time  has  prevented  the  ac¬ 
complishment  of  our  intentions.  The  Temple  Committee,  however, 
can  take  up  the  matter  where  it  has  been  left  off  by  us,  if  desired, 
should  the  Grand  Lodge  make  the  necessary  appropriation,  say  for 
insurance  upon  building  of  $500,000,  and  upon  furniture,  gas 
fixtures,  &c.,  $ioo*,ooo. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Temple  Committee  the  expediency  of  providing  an  outside  guard 
upon  the  top  of  the  cornice,  as  a  protection  against  accident  to  those 
who  may  have  to  be  upon  the  roof  for  purposes  of  cleaning,  &c., 
especially  in  the  winter  time,  when  snow  and  ice  may  accumulate. 

The  Committee  deemed  it  but  just  that  before  their  final  discharge 
fitting  mention  should  be  made  upon  their  records  of  the  labors  and 
services  of  their  Architect,  Superintendent  and  Secretary;  and  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee,  resolutions  were  adopted  which 
are  annexed  to  this  report,  and  respectfully  submitted  as  a  part 
thereof. 

Your  Committee  cannot  but  feel  grateful  for  the  confidence  and 
support  they  have  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  throughout  the 
period  covered  by  their  labors,  and  for  the  unanimity  which  has 
marked  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  respect  to  the  thorough  and 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work.  Had  a  hesitating,  or  vacillating, 
or  timid  policy  prevailed,  this  building  would  not  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  time  it  was,  and  for  every  day’s  delay  in  its  completion 
and  occupancy,  the  Grand  Lodge  would  have  had  to  bear  the  loss  of 
interest  on  the  capital  invested. 


The  earnest  wish  of  the  Committee  is  that  the  Temple  may  long 
stand  as  a  monument  of  the  strength,  stability?  prosperity  and 
energy  of  the  Craft  in  Pennsylvania;  and  that  enriched,  from  time  to 
time  as  opportunity  and  resources  may  allow,  with  decorative  adorn¬ 
ments  and  works  of  art,  it  may  become  more  beautiful  and  attrac¬ 
tive  from  year  to  year ;  and  as  a  centre  and  home  for  the  association 
of  the  Craft  to  cluster  about  with  cheering  memories  of  pleasure 
and  profit  had  within  its  walls. 

The  Committee  have  now  but  to  respectfully  ask  that  they  may  be 
discharged. 

SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS, 

Chairman. 

December  27,  1873. 


Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Building  Committee  of  the 
New  Masonic  Temple  be  and  they  are  hereby  tendered  to  our  Bro. 
James  H.  Windrim,  architect,  for  the  disposition  he  has  manifested 
at  all  times  to  satisfy  your  Committee,  and  for  his  untiring  zeal  and 
watchfulness  in  protecting  the  interests  of  the  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved ,  That  we  recognize  in  the  history  of  Bro.  James  H. 
Windrim,  architect  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  a  native  of  our 
city,  and  a  pupil  of  Girard  College — an  educational  home  for  orphans, 
founded  by  the  munificence  of  our  late  Bro.  Stephen  Girard — who 
has,  at  the  youthful  age  of  32  years,  completed  the  same  to  our  entire 
satisfaction,  one  of  the  wise  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence 
that  doeth  all  things  well  and  for  His  honor  and  glory.  “  Cast  thy 
bread  upon  the  waters,  for  thou  shalt  find  it  after  many  days.  ’  ’ 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Building  Committee  of  the 
New  Masonic  Temple  are  justly  due,  and  they  are  hereby  tendered, 
to  our  Bro.  Allen  Bard,  for  the  faithful  and  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  he  discharged  all  of  the  responsible  duties  of  his  position  as 
Superintendent  of  said  building  from  November  7th,  1871,  until  its 
completion  and  dedication,  September  26,  1873. 

Resolved ,  That  in  closing  our  official  connection  with  Bro. 
Allen  Bard  as  Superintendent,  it  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  testify 
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to  his  merits  as  a  careful  and  skillful  master  mechanic ;  to  his  general 
good  management;  to  the  peace  and  harmony  that  has  prevailed 
within  the  building  during  his  superintendence ;  and  express  our 
best  wishes  for  his  future  welfare. 


Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Building  Committee  of  the 
New  Masonic  Temple  be,  and  they  are  hereby  tendered  to  our  Bro. 
Charles  H.  Kingston  for  the  accurate,  zealous  and  faithful  manner 
in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  Secretary  to  said  Commit¬ 
tee,  a  position  which  he  has  held  with  great  credit  to  himself  and 
from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  its  labors. 


Resolved ,  That  it  is  a  subject  of  both  pride  and  congratulation  to 
the  members  of  the  Building  Committee  to  be  able  to  place  within 
the  Archives  of  the  Grand  Lodge  a  complete  history  of  their  proceed¬ 
ings  from  beginning  unto  the  end  of  their  existence  carefully  pre¬ 
pared  and  beautifully  written  by  our  talented  Bro.  Charles  H. 
Kingston — and  with  their  books  of  account  kept  by  him,  together 
with  papers  and  vouchers,  showing  in  detail  the  proper  disposition 
of  every  dollar  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  building,  which 
accounts  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge. 


Resolved ,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  prepared  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  Bro.  Charles  H.  Kingston,  signed  by  the  members  of 
this  Building  Committee,  and  presented  to  Bros.  James  H.  Win- 
drim,  Allen  Bard,  and  Charles  H.  Kingston,  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Building  Committee. 


Summary  of  Expenditures  by  the  Building  Committee  of  New 
Maso?iic  Temple  to  December  31,  1873. 


Excavations, 

Foundation  stone,  - 
Laying  foundation,  - 

Granite,  - 

Bricks,  ------ 

Laying  bricks,  ----- 

Lumber,  ------ 

Iron  work,  including  iron  frame  for  roof,  galvanized 
iron  turret,  stairs,  fireproof  doors,  & c.,  - 


$14,080  60 
34,033  09 

24,384  31 
502,072  00 
83,748  65 
67,968  43 
i3>22i  43 

127,080  49 


Slate  for  roof  and  flooring,  - 
Plumbing  and  gas  fitting, 

Glass,  including  stained  glass  window,  glass  for  roof 
and  skylight,  &c.,  - 

Plastering,  - 

Ornamental  plastering,  - 
Marble  tiling  and  frainscoating, 

Copper  and  copper  work  on  roof, 

Carpenter  work,  carving,  sash,  doors  and  floors,  - 
Painting,  - 

Hardware,  - 

Cabinet  work  for  doors,  shutters,  blinds  and  sundries, 
Measuring,  - 

Engines,  - 

Lightning  rods,  - 

Flag  stones,  - 

Outside  lamps  and  lamp  posts,  - 
Heating  and  ventilating  apparatus, 

Ranges,  - 

Sundry  labor,  digging,  jobbing,  &c., 

Sundry  small  bills,  - 

Expenses,  including  salaries  of  Architect,  Superin¬ 
tendent,  &c. ,  and  maintaining  and  managing 
the  building  from  dedication,  Sept.  26  to  Dec. 

3D  1873, . 


8  5>334  97 
5°>°77  99 

20,944  62 

55’19°  80 
16,658  43 

26,779  12 
7,306  90 
61,546  87 
6,846  69 

4,837  99 
25,616  80 

667  22 
1,549  18 
645  40 
1,19°  97 
1,940  00 
21,150  00 
1,125  00 
52,075  86 
9,234  68 


61,460  40 


Total  expenses  of  building,  -  -  -  81,298,768  89 

Cost  of  lot,  . 158,061  64 


Less  received  from  rents,  old  material,  &c., 


$1,456,83°  53 
5>983  96 


Net  expenses  of  lot  and  building,  -  -  -  $i,45°>846  57 

Insurances,  -----  4,35 1  00 

Expenses  of  laying  corner-stone,  -  -  -  3T57  16 

Furniture,  carpets,  gas  fixtures,  organ,  vails  lor 

Chapter,  &c.,  -  -  -  “  "  11  °, 737  88 


Total  net  amount  expended  by  Building  Committee,  Si, 569, °9 2  61 
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REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  GRAND  LODGE  CHARITY  FUND. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  ii,  1873. 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Grand  Lodge  of 

Masons  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ; 

Brethren: — The  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  showing  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  trust  from  November  19th,  1872,  to  November 
nth,  1873,  both  inclusive,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  Fund  : 

DEBTOR. 


Nov.  19,1872. — To  cash  balance  in  bank,  ...  $1,102  94 

Dec.  12,  “  To  cash  received  from  G.  Secretary, 

amounts  returned  by  Masonic  Relief 
Fund  of  Chicago,  -  2,150  40 

Mar.  1,  1873. — To  cash,  interest  on  Masonic  Loan,  -  2,143  47 

April  1,  “  To  cash,  interest  on  deposit,  -  25  19 

Sept.  6,  “  To  cash,  interest  on  Masonic  Loan,  -  2,233  00 


$7,655  00 

CREDIT. 

Dec.  23,  1872. — By  cash  invested  in  Masonic  Loan,  -  $2,200  00 
“  “  By  cash  paid  for  use  of  carriage  at  the 

funeral  of  Bro.  John  Wilson,  Sr.,  6  00 


Jan.  18,  1873.- 

—By  cash  paid  Almoners  Grand  Lodge 

Charity  Fund,  - 

,  1,000  00 

April  2,  “ 

cc  cc  cc  cc 

500  00 

cc  cc 

By  cash  invested  in  Masonic  Loan, 

1,000  00 

June  30,  “ 

“  Paid  for  use  of  carriage  at 

funeral  of  Bro.  John  Wilson,  Jr., 

6  00 

July  10,  “ 

By  cash  paid  Almoners  Grand  Lodge 

Charity  Fund,  . 

500  00 

Oct.  7,  “ 

cc  cc  cc  cc 

1,000  00 

Nov.  11,  “ 

By  cash  balance  in  bank, 

i,443  00 

$7,655  00 
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Amount  invested  at  this  date  in  7^  Masonic  Loan  as 

per  certificates,  -------  $61,400  00 

Balance  in  bank,  -  L443  00 

•  - 

Showing  the  value  of  trust  at  date  to  be,  -  -  $62,843  00 


The  invested  capital  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund  consists 
in  eight  certificates  of  7^.  Masonic  Loan  as  per  number  and 
amounts : 


Certificate 

No. 

4, 

a 

a 

27 > 

(( 

a 

43  > 

(( 

a 

60, 

a 

11 

IOI, 

t( 

a 

H3> 

a 

t  i 

161, 

a 

192, 

$41,500  00 
2,200  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
11,000  00 
500  00 
3,700  00 
500  00 


$61,400  00 


The  foregoing  is  respectively  submitted  by  the  Trustees. 

JACOB  LAUDENSLAGER, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HALL  COMMITTEE. 


Philadelphia,  Nov.  18,  1873. 


To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and 

Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sirs  and  Brethren  : — The  Hall  Committee  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  during  the  three  months,  ending  November  15, 
they  have  expended  the  following  sums : 


For  Gas,  - 
“  Tyler, 

11  Labor, 

“  Incidentals, 


$353  02 
117  00 

130  00 
26  10 


Total, 


$626  12 


The  amounts  appropriated  to  your  Committee  for  the  year,  and 
their  disbursements  therefrom,  have  been  as  follows,  the  annexed 
amounts  to  revert  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  : 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

MERGED 

Fuel, 

-  $  5OO  OO 

$  1 1 2  50 

387  5° 

Gas, 

2,100  OO 

2D39  23 

Taxes, 

4,300  OO 

3^977  50 

322  50 

Water  rent, 

71  OO 

71  00 

Tyler, 

468  OO 

468  00 

Labor,  - 

520  OO 

520  00 

Incidentals, 

1,500  OO 

835  88 

664  12 

$9,459  OO 

$8,124  11 

$i,374  12 

Disbursement  for  gas  in  excess  of  appropriation,  -  39  23 


Total  amount  to  revert  to  Grand  Treasurer,  -  $1,334  89 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 
last  Quarterly  Communication,  your  Committee  notified  the  occu¬ 
pants  of  the  stores  in  Chestnut  Street  Hall  to  quit  the  premises  at 
the  expiration  of  the  current  term,  December  31,  1873.  Your 
Committee  have  since  ascertained  that  the  building  is  not  sold,  and 
presuming  the  Grand  Lodge  would  not  desire  to  have  the  stores 
vacant,  your  Committee  waited  upon  the  occupants  of  said  stores  to 
ascertain  their  views  in  reference  to  the  same. 

Three  of  the  four  tenants  would  be  willing  to  remain  in  the 
stores,  to  quit  at  short  notice,  say  sixty  or  ninety  days,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  But  at  the  same  time  they  do  think 
that  under  those  circumstances,  of  having  to  leave  upon  so  short 
a  notice,  that  the  Grand  Lodge  should  reduce  their  rents. 

Your  Committee  would  therefore  ask  instructions  in  the  matter, 
so  as  to  make  proper  arrangements  with  the  tenants  as  soon  as 
possible,  they  stating  that  they  must  have  definite  answers  soon  to 
enable  them  to  arrange  their  business  accordingly.  One  of  the 
tenants  we  could  come  to  no  definite  understanding  with,  for  they 
do  not  appear  to  know  what  they  would  be  willing  to  do  themselves. 

Your  Committee  have  no  suggestions  to  make  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  reference  to  the  subject.  But  whatever  the  Grand  Lodge  may 
direct  in  the  matter,  your  Committee  will  very  cheerfully  comply 
with. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Fraternally,  &c., 

EDWARD  MATTHEWS, 

Chairman. 
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The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Samuel  C.  Perkins,  Esq., 
then  delivered  the  following  interesting  address : 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

The  year  past  has  been  a  marked  one  in  the  history 
of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction.  The  magnificent  and  unsurpassed 
Temple  which  we  now  occupy,  and  the  corner-stone  of  which  was 
laid  in  June,  1868,  has  been  completed  and  solemnly  dedicated 
under  the  most  propitious  auspices.  The  duties  and  responsibilities 
resting  upon  the  Grand  Master  as  the  head  of  the  Craft  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  dedication,  added  to  those  devolving  upon  him  as 
Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  in  the  closing  up  of  their  affairs, 
have  prevented  him  from  devoting  as  much  time  as  he  could  have 
wished  to  the  supervision  of  the  matters  which  concern  the  ordinary 
and  general  interests  of  the  fraternity.  Yet  so  carefully  had  these 
interests  been  looked  after  and  attended  to  by  preceding  Grand 
Masters,  and  so  numerous  were  the  visitations  which  I  was  able  to 
make  to  the  various  Lodges  throughout  the  jurisdiction  during  the 
first  year  of  my  office,  that  it  is  believed  that  no  appreciable  injury 
has  been  suffered ;  but  that  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  this  state 
to-day  stands  in  an  advanced  position  as  regards  prosperity, 
stability  and  usefulness. 

The  dedication  of  this  Temple  took  place  on  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  being  the  eighty-seventh  Anniversary  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
as  an  independent  body.  An  attendance  of  upwards  of  15,000 
brethren  from  all  parts  of  this  state,  and  including  many  from 
other  states,  bore  witness  to  the  general  interest  of  the  craftsmen. 
Invitations  were  extended  to  the  Grand  Officers  of  all  our  Sister 
Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States,  and  to  others  in  various  parts 
of  the  world.  The  most  cordial  and  fraternal  replies  were  received 
to  these  invitations,  and  the  occasion  was  graced  and  honored  by 
the  presence  and  assistance  of  many  of  the  distinguished  brethren, 
while  the  regret  expressed  on  the'  part  of  those  whom  distance  and 
other  circumstances  prevented  from  attending,  was  marked  and 
sincere.  The  original  correspondence  is  carefully  preserved  in  the 
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archives  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  copies  of  it  are  submitted  with 
this  address.  The  Grand  Master  cordially  commends  the  proposal 
of  the  Library  Committee  to  publish  by  subscription  a  memorial 
volume  of  the  entire  transactions  attending  and  connected  with  the 
dedication,  and  would  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  the  propriety  of  subscribing  for  a  sufficient  number 
of  copies  to  afford  a  substantial  encouragement  to  the  undertaking, 
and  to  send  to  Sister  Grand  Lodges,  and  distinguished  brethren. 
It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  dwell  further  upon  this  subject ;  but 
it  is  believed  that  a  most  favorable  and  lasting  impression  as  to  the 
high  position  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  been  made 
upon  the  fraternity  throughout  the  world. 

It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  visit  the  Lodges  beyond  the 
limits  of  this  city,  and  my  visits  to  those  in  the  city  have  neces¬ 
sarily  been  few.  But  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  have  been 
generally  faithful  in  watching  over  the  Lodges  entrusted  to  their 
respective  supervision ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Lodges 
in  this  city  are  in  a  flourishing  and  prosperous  condition. 

Nine  new  Lodges  have  been  constituted  during  the  past  year,  one 
in  this  city,  and  eight  in  other  parts  of  the  state ;  all  of  which, 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  in  this  city,  have  been  constituted 
by  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  of  the  proper  districts 
There  are  now  in  this  jurisdiction  three  hundred  and  fifty-three 
Lodges,  of  which  sixty-one  are  located  in  this  city,  fifty  of  them 
meeting  in  this  Temple.  Applications  are  still  pending  for  a  war¬ 
rant  for  a  new  Lodge  in  this  city. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 
Quarterly  Communication  in  March  last,  an  appropriate  jewel 
has  been  designed  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Officers  as  the 
jewel  of  Past  Grand  Masters,  and  will  be  henceforth  worn  as  such. 
In  the  preparation  of  the  design  for  this  jewel,  the  Grand  Officers 
are  under  special  obligations  to  R;  W.  P.  G.  Master  Vaux,  who  had 
given  the  matter  much  thought,  and  whose  Masonic  taste  and  know¬ 
ledge  rendered  his  aid  of  peculiar  value. 
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Daring  the  past  year  we  have  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  three  Past  Grand  Masters,  Bros.  David  C.  Skerrett,  James 
Harper  and  James  Hutchinson.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  reference  to  each  of  these  distinguished  brethren 
at  the  Quarterly  Communications  immediately  succeeding  their 
respective  deaths,  which  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  at  this  time 
to  do  more  than  mention  their  decease. 

The  Grand  Lodge  has  also  been  called  upon  to  mourn,  during  the 
past  year,  the  death  of  Brother  John  Wilson,  Jr.,  who  had  served, 
since  the  death  of  his  father,  Brother  John  Wilson,  Sr.,  as  one  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund. 

Since  the  Grand  Communication  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
the  present  month,  Brother  Charles  Schnider,  Grand  Tyler,  has 
been  removed  by  death.  He  succeeded  to  the  place  which  had 
been  filled  by  his  father,  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  before 
him;  and  it  had  been  hoped  that  he  would  have  long  been 
spared  to  discharge  the  important  and  responsible  duties  of  this 
office;  but  these  hopes  have  been  disappointed.  The  Grand 
Lodge  will  no  doubt  take  suitable  action  in  respect  to  his  memory. 

It  is  a  matter  of  gratification  to  me,  as  I  look  back  over  the  time 
of  my  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  as  one  of  the  Grand  Officers,  and  especially  during  the  past 
two  years  that  I  have  been  Grand  Master,  to  feel  the  inward  con¬ 
sciousness  that  no  unkind  or  harsh  thought  exists  on  my  part  towards 
-or  in  relation  to  any  brother.  The  responsibilities  have  been  heavy 
and  the  labors  not  light,  and  there  has  been  in  general,  on  the  part 
of  the  fraternity,  a  generous  confidence  and  support.  That  there 
have  been  differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  expediency,  pro¬ 
priety  and  wisdom  of  specific  measures  adopted  in  the  course  of  my 
administration  was  but  natural.  The  Board  of  Grand  Officers  and 
the  several  Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  while  their  discussions 
in  respect  to  matters  concerning  the  interests  of  the  Craft,  general 
and  particular,  have  been  thorough  and  candid,  have  had  a  harmony 
and  unanimity  in  their  conclusions  and  action  which  have  been 
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gratifying  and  assuring.  And  it  is  but  justice  to  the  brethren  who 
have  been  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  interests  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  that  I  should  bear  open  and  unqualified  testimony  to  their 
singleness  of  purpose,  untiring  devotion,  and  unremitting  zeal  and 
labor  in  behalf  of  the  important  trusts  reposed  in  them. 

I  can  hardly  trust  myself,  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  I  am 
about  to  transfer  the  Gavel  to  my  successor,  to  speak  of  my  emo¬ 
tions.  No  shadow  of  a  fear  as  to  the  future  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
or  as  to  the  administration  of  its  affairs  by  those  who  are  to  follow 
me,  causes  me  anxiety.  Too  long  have  I  been  associated  with  him 
whom  your  votes  have  so  justly  and  unanimously  called  to  the  East 
of  this  jurisdiction,  and  too  thoroughly  do  I  know  his  deep  love  and 
earnest  devotion  to  the  Craft,  to  have  any  fear  but  that  wise  and 
prudent,  yet  firm  and  decided  and  disinterested  action,  with  single¬ 
ness  of  purpose  for  the  welfare  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  interests 
of  the  Craft,  shall  mark  his  career  as  Grand  Master.  And  I  know 
he  will  have  able  and  efficient  counsellors  and  co-workers  in  his 
efforts.  But  I  should  be  heartless  and  cold  beyond  expression, 
should  I,  with  all  my  long  and  intimate  connection  with  the 
fraternity  in  so  many  varied  forms,  and  especially  in  view  of  the 
extraordinary  and  continued  confidence  which  has  been  manifested 
by  the  Craft,  and  markedly  and  emphatically  and  repeatedly  by 
this  Grand  Lodge,  in  all  my  connection  with  the  enterprise  of  this 
great  and  magnificent  Temple  in  which  we  to-day  worship,  and 
with  every  fibre  of  whose  fabric  my  thoughts  and  labors  have  been 
so  deeply  woven,  did  I  not  feel,  and  feel  with  unusual  uprising  of 
precious  memories  connected  with  all  the  events  of  the  past  six 
years,  this  occasion. 

But  I  rejoice,  my  Brethren,  that  with  eyes  undimmed  by  a  single 
mist,  I  can  look  outward  and  forward  and  onward,  down  through 
the  extending  ages,  with  a  firm,  unwavering  faith  in  the  purposes, 
aims  and  workings  of  our  noble  Craft,  and  a  deep-rooted,  may  I 
not  say  even  hereditary,  love  for  the  fraternity  and  its  principles, 
which  lights  up  the  present  moment,  and  shall  continue  to  ever 
cheer  and  encourage  me  through  coming  years. 
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That  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  who  has  so  mercifully 
guided  and  watched  over  and  prospered  and  blessed  us  in  all  our 
ways,  may  continue,  to  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  His  favor  and  Plis  presence,  and  that  her  altars  may 
ever  burn  with  the  illuminating  and  healing  truths  of  His  Holy 
Word,  manifested  and  exemplified  in  the  conduct  and  life  of  the 
individual  members  of  the  fraternity,  is  my  earnest  prayer. 

Brethren,  farewell ! 


The  following-named  Brethren,  elected  at  the  Quarterly  Grand 
Communication,  held  on  December  3d,  A.  D.  1873,  A.  L.  5873, 
for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  wTere  then  duly  installed  in  their 
respective  stations  in  ancient  and  solemn  form,  as  follows: — 

Bro.  ALFRED  R.  POTTER,  R.  W.  Grand  Master. 

In  place  of  R.  W.  Bro.  SAMUEL  C.  PERKINS,  who  declined  a  Re-Election. 

“  ROBERT  CLARK,  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

“  J.  MADISON  PORTER,  -  -  -  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
“  MICHAEL  NISBET,  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

«  THOMAS  R.  PATTON,  -  -  -  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer, 

“  JOHN  THOMSON,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  following  Brethren  were  also  elected  on  the  3d  of  December, 


1873: 


Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund. 


Bro.  JOSEPH  S.  RILEY, 

“  J.  LAUDENSLAGER, 


Bro.  GEORGE  GRISCOM, 
“  DANIEL  BRITTAlfT, 


Bro.  JOHN  HANOLD. 


Trustees  of  the  Girard  Bequest. 


Bro.  SAMUEL  H.  PERKINS, 
“  CHAS.  M.  PREVOST, 


Bro.  GEORGE  THOMSON, 
“  HENRY  C.  HOWELL, 


Bro.  JACOB  ROBERTS. 
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The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Brother  Alfred  R.  Potter,. 
Esq.,  then  delivered  the  following  address: 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

Called  by  your  generous  confidence  to  the  highest 
office  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  enter  upon  the  duties  of  my  station 
with,  I  trust,  a  just  appreciation  of  the  great  responsibility  you  have 
placed  on  me,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  and  purpose  to  discharge 
the  duties  you  have  committed  to  me,  faithfully  and  impartially,  and 
with  a  oneness  of  purpose  to  promote  the  best  interest  of  the  Craft,, 
and  do  all  that  in  my  power  lies  to  keep  and  preserve  intact  the 
harmony  and  fraternal  spirit  so  happily  now  prevailing,  and  which 
has  for  so  many  years  past  been  vouchsafed  us. 

We  have,  at  a  large  outlay,  completed  and  dedicated  ,and  are  now 
enjoying  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  our  New  Temple.  It 
stands  in  all  its  magnificent  architectural  beauty  a  monument  to  the 
liberality  of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction — like  “a  city  that  is  set 
on  an  hill”  it  sends  forth  its  rays  of  light  to  guide  the  Mason  from 
afar  and  welcome  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe  our  brethren  of  the 
“  mystic  tie.” 

We  have  entered  on  a  year  which  is  to  test  the  strength  of  the 
pecuniary  resources  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  For  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  bonds  issued  under  and  by  authority  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  its  faith  and  credit  are  pledged.  To  enable  us  to 
meet  these  obligations  rigid  economy  in  all  its  details  must  be 
observed,  and  in  view  of  this  large  indebtedness  let  me  urge  on  you, 
my  brethren,  the  importance  of  advocating  in  the  Lodges  you 
represent  economy,  in  regard  to  your  finances,  so  that  by  your 
promptness  in  payment  the  Grand  Lodge  may  be  able  to  discharge 
the  general  obligations  she  has  incurred  in  the  erection  of  this  mag- 
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nificent  temple. 

My  attention  has  been  repeatedly  called  to  an  innovation  which 
seems  to  be  increasing  with  the  growth  of  time. 

The  Ahiman  Rezon  plainly  declares  that  ‘  ‘  no  Lodge  or  Brother  is  ’  ’ 
“  permitted  to  print  or  publish,  or  cause  to  be  printed  or  published,”' 
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“the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  proceedings  of  any  Lodge  without” 
“previously  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge.” 

And  yet  we  find  at  least  once  a  year  printed  in  the  daily  press 
some  portion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Lodges,  and  at 
times  matters  of  business  which  the  outside  world  had  no  interest 
in  whatever.  The  Worshipful  Master  should,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
authority,  prohibit  this — as  one  of  my  distinguished  predecessors 
rightly  observed,  “  whatever  is  not  permitted  is  prohibited.” 

Another  subject  to  which  I  desire  to  call  your  serious  attention 

is  the  admission  of  visitors — strict  examination  as  to  their  right  to 
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be  admitted  must  be  observed. 

It  has  come  to  my  notice,  quite  recently,  that  applicants  for  admis¬ 
sion  have  been  vouched  for  and  admitted  without  that  strict  con¬ 
formity  to  the  usages,  customs  and  landmarks  of  the  order  requisite 
to  prevent  imposition  upon  the  Craft.  No  one  can  be  admitted 
unless  properly  vouched  for  to  the  Worshipful  Master,  the  Brother 
so  vouching  must  have  sat  with  the  applicant  in  a  Lodge  or  have 
received  from  another  with  whom  he  has  sat  in  a  Lodge,  and  with 
whom  the  Brother  so  applying  has  sat  that  he  is  entitled  to  admis¬ 
sion — otherwise  the  usual  custom  must  be  complied  with,  and  the 
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applicant  passed  into  the  examination  room  if  he  desires  admission. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  again  wish  to  express  my  hearty 
thanks  for  the  honor  you  have  bestowed  on  me.  Conscious  of  my 
own  imperfections,  I  indulge  the  hope  that,  with  your  assistance, 
the  labors  of  this  Grand  Lodge  may  be  one  of  peace  and  harmony. 
Laboring  together  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Craft,  let  us  exercise 
the  blessed  gift  of  charity,  and  in  the  spirit  of  fraternal  affection, 
and  with  an  abiding  sense  of  our  obligation  endeavor  to  discharge 
the  duties  assigned  to  us. 

And  above  all  let  us  invoke  the  aid  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the 
Universe,  that  by  His  Spirit  dwelling  in  us  we  may  be  able  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  in  our  lives  and  conduct.  “  How  good  and  how  pleasant 
it  is  for  Brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.” 


« 


44 


The  Right  Worshipful  Gran 
lowing  appointments : 

Grand 

Rev.  Bro.  John  Chambers, 

Of  Philadelphia. 

“  “  Wm,  Suddards,  D.D. 

Of  Philadelphia. 

“  “  Robert  H.  Pattison,  D.D. 

Of  Philadelphia. 

“  “  Richard  H.  Allen,  D.D. 

Of  Philadelphia. 

“  “  Joseph  S.  Evans, 

Of  West  Chester. 

“  “  J.  W.  Custis, 

Of  Philadelphia. 

Senior  Grand  Deacon , . 

Junior  Grand  Deacon , . 

Grand  Stewards, . 


Grand  Marshal, 

Grand  Sword  Bearer, 

Grand  Pursuivant, 

Grand  Tyler,  .  . 

Committee 

Bro.  John  C.  Yeager, 

Lodge  No.  158,  Philadelphia. 

“  James  Herdman, 

Lodge  No.  287,  Pittsburg. 

“  Conrad  B.  Day, 

Lodge  No.  52,  Philadelphia. 


1  Master  then  announced  the  foR 

Chaplains. 

Rev.  Bro.  J.  J.  McIlyar, 

Of  Pittsburg. 

“  “  Leighton  Coleman, 

Of  Mauch  Chunk. 

“  “  Robert  M.  Wallace, 

Of  Altoona. 

“  “  Henry  S.  Getz, 

Of  Warren. 

“  “  Wm.  Smith  Heaton, 

Of  Columbia. 

“  “  Edgar  M.  Levy, 

Of  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  Isaac  Vandusen, 

Lodge  No.  441,  Philadelphia. 

“  Alfred  Slack, 

Lodge  No.  318,  Allegheny  Citv. 

“  George  B.  Cole, 

Lodge  No.  315,  Shippensburg. 

“  James  Morrell, 

Lodge  No.  114,  Philadelphia. 

“  George  W.  Wood, 

Lodge  No.  67,  Philadelphia. 

“  A.  I.  Kauffman, 

Lodge  No.  286,  Columbia. 

“  S.  Kingston  McCay, 

Lodge  No.  72,  Philadelphia. 

“  Harrison  G.  Clark, 

Lodge  No.  158,  Philadelphia. 

on  Finance. 

Bro.  E.  Harper  Jeffries, 

Lodge  No.  186,  Philadelphia. 

“  William  H.  Eagle, 

Lodge  No.  398,  Marietta. 


« 
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Committee  on  Appeals. 


Bro.  James  Page, 
r.  w.  P.  g.  M. 

“  Richard  Vaux, 
r.  w.  P.  G.  M. 

«  Henry  M.  Phillips, 

R.  W.  P.  G.  M. 


Bro.  Henry  M.  Dechert, 

Lodge  No.  274,  Philadelphia. 

“  Hendricks  B.  Wright, 

Lodge  No.  61,  Willcesbarre. 


Committee  on 

Bro.  E.  Coppee  Mitchell, 

Lodge  No.  126,  Philadelphia. 

“  James  Houston, 

Lodge  No.  242,  Mauch  Chunk. 

“  John  C.  Uhle, 

Lodge  No.  246,  Philadelphia. 

Committee 

Bro.  J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

Lodge  No.  385,  Philadelphia. 

“  Wm.  B.  Hackenburg, 

Lodge  No.  246,  Philadelphia. 

“  Samuel  Whittle, 

Lodge  No.  9,  Philadelphia. 


Correspondence. 

Bro.  Price  I.  Patton, 

Lodge  No.  59,  Philadelphia. 

“  J.  J.  Wadsworth, 

Lodge  No.  455,  Erie. 


on  By-Laws. 

Bro.  Samuel  W.  Wray, 

Lodge  No.  121,  Philadelphia. 

“  T.  J.  Kerr, 

Lodge  No.  302,  Mechanicsburg. 


Committee 

Bro.  Peter  Williamson, 

r.  w.  P.  G.  M. 

“  John  Thomson, 

r.  w.  P.  G.  M. 

“  Robert  A.  Lamberton, 

r.  w.  P.  G.  M. 


on  Landmarks 

With  the  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  and  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 


Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing. 


Bro.  William  Bradley, 

Lodge  No.  432,  Philadelphia. 

“  Joel  Thomas, 

Lodge  No.  72,  Philadelphia. 

J.  W.  Neal, 

Lodge  No.  271,  Philadelphia. 


Bro.  C.  N.  Hickok, 

Lodge  No.  320,  Bedford. 

“  S.  W.  Broadbent, 

Lodge  No.  400,  Jenkintowu. 
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Temple  Committee. 


Bro.  W.  J.  Kelly. 

Lodge  No.  59,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  H.  K.  Smith, 

Lodge  No.  81,  Philadelphia. 

“  Hibbert  P.  John, 

Lodge  No.  369,  Philadelphia. 

“  Godfrey  Keebler, 

Lodge  No.  487,  Philadelphia. 

“  Samuel  W.  Wray, 

Lodge  No.  izi,  Philadelphia. 

Commissioners 

of  Sinking  Fund. 

Bro.  James  Page, 

R.  W.  P.  G.  M. 

Bro.  George  W.  Zeigler, 

Lodge  No.  125,  Philadelphia. 

“  John  Thomson, 

R.  W.  P.  G.  M. 

“  Henry  J.  White, 

Lodge  No.  72,  Philadelphia. 

“  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

R.  W.  P.  G.  M. 

Library 

Committee. 

Bro.  Charles  E.  Meyer, 

Lodge  No.  295,  Philadelphia. 

Bro.  Charles  K.  Ide, 

Lodge  No.  51,  Philadelphia. 

“  M.  Richard  Muckle, 

Lodge  No.  125,  Philadelphia. 

“  John  L.  Young, 

Lodge  No.  130,  Philadelphia. 

“  Robert  H.  Pattison, 

Lodge  No.  295,  Philadelphia. 

“  Phineas  Garrett, 

Lodge  No.  340,  Garrett’s  Siding. 

“  W.  H.  Burkhardt, 

Lodge  No.  456,  Philadelphia 
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Almoners  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund. 

Lodge  No.  Lodge  No. 

Bro.  Edward  Wiler .  2  Bro.  Samuel  P.  Pedrick . 274 


“  A.  Nelson  Batten .  3 

“  S.  M.  Duffield .  9 

“  W.  A.  Sinn .  19 

“  Charles  Hart .  51 

“  W.  H.  Dickson .  52 

“  W.  B.  Reed .  59 

“  Harman  Baugh .  67 

“  W.  B.  Landon .  71 

“  James  C.  Wray .  72 

“  W.  L.  Drane .  91 

“  Harry  R.  Clark . 114 

“  Jos.  K.  R.  Parker . 115 

“  C.  Oakford  Klett . 1 21 

“  Fred.  Phillip . ..125 

“  James  Laning . 126 

“  George  Lescure . 130 

“  John  T.  Tagg . 131 

“  Jas.  Kirkpatrick . 134 

“  J.  T.  Henderson . 155 

“  C.  C.  Douglass . 158 

“  Chas.  S.  Ulrich . 186 

“  Alfred  C.  Stulb . 187 

“  Alfred  Clegg . 21 1 

“  J.  E.  Christian . 230 

“  Andrew  T.  Gayley . 246 

“  Henry  C.  Young . 271 


“  George  Howard  Griffith. 289 


«  Robert  B.  Salter....'. . 295 

“  Victor  Kalck . 359 

“  Charles  Laing . 368 

“  J.  Milton  Raab . 369 

“  George  C.  Ewing,  Jr . 380 

“  Joijn  Halliwell . 385 

“  Thomas  S.  Ross . 386 

“  A.  W.  Gayley . 393 

“  R.  H.  Watson . 402 

“  L.  W.  Wallazz . 419 

“  John  R.  Tobin . 432 

“  Wm.  Steffe . 436 

“  S.  Griffiths . 441 

“  John  W.  Hampton,  Jr . 444 

“  George  Burwell . 449 

“  Joshua  K.  Hughes . 450 

“  C.  K.  Bonnet . 453 

“  Charles  W.  Carns . 456 

“  J.  David  Miller . 482 

“  Jas.  E.  Kryder . 487 

“  Wm.  R.  Nichols . 491 

“  R.  Lloyd  Lee . 493 

“  Peter  E.  Weiser . 500 

“  Jas.  Owen . 519 
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Stewards  of  the  Stephen  Girard  Charity  Fund. 


Lodge  No. 


Bro.  R.  C.  Floyd .  2 

“  H.  Ingram .  3 

“  J.  Emsley .  9 

“  Charles  Tiel .  19 

“  W.  L.  Barr .  51 

Louis  Wagner .  52 

“  J.  M.  Davenport .  59 

“  Robert  Hutchinson  A .  67 

“  D.  P.  Jones .  71 

<£  C.  W.  Packer .  72 

“  R.  B.  Connolly .  91 

<£  Thomas  Jacobs . 114 

■“  S.  P.  Mervine . 1 15 

4‘  John  Stewart . 121 

<£  Charles  Peeler . 125 

“  James  Bleloch . 126 

<£  E.  P.  Lescure . 130 

“  John  E.  Squires . 131 

•“  Chas.  M.  Ghriskey . 134 

“  James  Welsh . 135 

<£  John  Martin . 155 

“  Thos.  R.  Davis . 158 

“  W.  P.  Buzby . 186 

<£  E.  Matthews . 187 

“  Wm.  Godshall . 21 1 

“  Geo.  A.  Jones . 230 

“  A.  H.  Newitt . 246 


Lodge  No. 


Bro.  Samuel  Davis . 271 

“  H.  K.  Leech . 274 

“  Gabriel  Phillips . 289 

“  D.  F.  Dealy . 295 

“  J.  P.  Trau . 359 

“  Alfred  Smith . 368 

“  H.  S.  Keller . 369 

“  P.  B.  Calvert . 380 

“  B.  Frank  Pierson . 385 

<£  E.  S.  Rowand . 386 

££  William  Patterson., . 393 

££  S.  McCambridge . 402 

££  Samuel  F.  Mitchell . 419 

££  George  C.  Walters . 432 

££  S.  Warner  Young . 436 

££  John  Reed . 441 

££  A.  Lowden  Snowden . 444 

££  George  Bennett . 449 

££  Henry  H.  Kirk . 450 

££  William  Cariss,  Jr . 453 

££  F.  C.  Garrigues . 456 

££  William  Brown . 482 

“  H.  R.  Coloumb . 487 

££  John  W.  Koons . 491 

££  R.  G.  Oellers . 493 

“  William  Mann . 500 

“  W.  R.  Scott . 519 
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District  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

1.  — Brother  CHARLES  M.  HOWELL,  of  Lancaster,  for  the  Counties  of  Lan¬ 

caster  and  York. 

2.  — Brother  ROBERT  L.  MUENCH,  of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties  of 

Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Northumberland  and  Snyder. 

3.  — Brother  ROBERT  H.  THOMAS,  of  Mechanicsburg,  for  the  Counties  of 

Cumberland,  Franklin,  Adams  and  Fulton. 

4.  — Brother  S.  E.  ANCONA,  of  Reading,  for  the  County  of  Berks. 

5. — Brother  CHRISTOPHER  LITTLE,  of  Pottsville,  for  the  County  of 

Schuylkill. 

6. — Brother  EDWARD  P.  KINGSBURY,  of  Scranton,  for  the  County  of 

Luzerne. 

7. — Brother  URIAH  SANDT,  of  Easton,  for  the  Counties  of  Northampton  and 

Monroe. 

8.  — Brother  ROBERT  C.  SIMPSON,  of  Wellsboro’,  for  the  County  of  Tioga. 

9.  — Brother  EDWARD  HERRICK,  Jr.,  of  Athens,  for  the  Counties  of  Brad¬ 

ford  and  Sullivan. 

xo. — Brother  GEORGE  S.  SNYDER,  of  Williamsport,  for  the  Counties  of 
Lycoming  and  Union. 

xx. — Brother  PETER  L.  GREENLEAF,  M.  D.,  of  Thompsontown,  for  the 
Counties  of  Perry,  Mifflin  and  Juniata. 

12.  — Brother  ALEXANDER  M.  LLOYD,  of  Hollidaysburg,  for  the  Counties 

of  Cambria,  Huntingdon,  Blair  and  Bedford. 

13.  — Brother  S.  MARTIN  SMITH,  of  Smethport,  for  the  Counties  of  Elk, 

Cameron,  McKean  and  Potter. 

14. — Brother  WILLIAM  M.  McCULLOUGH,  of  Clearfield,  for  the  Counties 

of  Centre,  Clearfield  and  Clinton. 

15. — Brother  CHRISTIAN  F.  KNAPP,  of  Bloomsburg,  for  the  Counties  of 

Montour,  Columbia  and  Wyoming. 

16. — Brother  BRANTON  H.  HENDERSON,  of  Newcastle,  for  the  Counties 

of  Butler,  Lawrence,  Mercer  and  Beaver. 

17.  — Brother  RICHARD  COULTER,  of  Greensburg,  for  the  Counties  of  West¬ 

moreland  and  Indiana. 

18.  — Brother  A.  M.  POLLOCK,  M.  D.,  of  Pittsburg,  forthe  County  of  Allegheny. 

9. — Brother  W.  B.  MEREDITH,  of  Kittanning,  for  the  Counties  of  Clarion, 
Armstrong  and  Jefferson. 
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20.  — Brother  FREDERICK  WHITTLESEY,  of  Washington,  for  the  Counties 

of  Washington  and  Greene. 

21.  — Brother  CHARLES  W.  MACKEY,  of  Franklin,  for  the  Counties  of  War¬ 

ren,  Venango  and  Forrest. 

22.  — Brother  PEARSON  CHURCH,  of  Meadville,  for  the  County  of  Crawford. 

23.  — Brother  SAMUEL  BROWN,  Jr.,  of  Norristown,  for  the  Counties  of  Bucks 

and  Montgomery. 

24.  — Brother  ROBERT  L.  McCLELLAN,  of  Cochransville,  for  the  Counties 

of  Chester  and  Delaware. 

25.  — Brother  THOMAS  S.  McNAIR,  of  Hazleton,  for  the  Counties  of  Carbon 

and  Lehigh. 

26. — Brother  WILLIAM  CHATLAND,  of  Brownsville,  for  the  Counties  of 

Fayette  and  Somerset. 

27.  — Brother  WILLIAM  HIMROD,  Jr.,  of  Erie,  for  the  County  of  Erie. 

28.  — Brother  JOHN  H.  DUSENBURY,  of  Great  Bend,  for  the  Counties  of 

Susquehanna,  Wayne  and  Pike. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  appointed  J.  Alexander 
Simpson,  as  his  Deputy  Grand  Secretary  which  was  confirmed  by 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  THOMSON,  Grand  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  composed  of  Bros.  Henry  M.  Dechert,  D.  M.  Van 
Auken,  C.  N.  Hickok,  Lemuel  Todd,  and  John  Funkey,  by  its 
Chairman,  respectfully  reports: 

The  published  proceedings  of  the  numerous  Grand  Lodges  have 
been  carefully  examined  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  our  Grand 
Lodge  the  most  striking  and  important  occurrences  in  the  Masonic 
world  during  the  past  year.  As  the  several  volumes  can  be  exam¬ 
ined  in  our  Masonic  Library,  we  will  yield  the  space  in  our  pub¬ 
lished  proceedings  to  matters  of  more  pressing  importance.  We 
take  pleasure  in  announcing  that  all  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the 
United  States  are  in  harmony,  enjoying  pleasant  relations  with  each 
other,  and  also  with  their  Subordinate  Lodges.  The  published 
proceedings,  without  exception,  exhibited  the  wonderful  degree  of 


prosperity  of  the  Fraternity,  in  the  several  jurisdictions.  The 
elevated  tone  of  the  transactions  is  noted  in  the  addresses  of  the 
Grand  Masters,  the  reports  of  the  Committees  upon  Landmarks  and 
Jurisprudence,  and  in  the  votes  and  resolutions  of  the  Brethren. 
The  Grand  Lodges  in  the  Southern  States  are.  rapidly  recovering 
their  former  good  condition ;  the  pages  of  their  proceedings  con¬ 
vince  the  reader  that  Masonic  ties  bind  them  gently  but  firmly  in 
the  great  circle  of  national  and  universal  Brotherhood. 

A  perusal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  W  est- 
ern  States  and  Territories  furnishes  a  vivid  picture  of  American 
progress.  In  our  Eastern  jurisdictions  the  proceedings  fall  into  an 
established  routine ,  fixed  by  the  practices  of  years  and  centuries,  but 
in  these  newer  Grand  Lodges  the  presence  of  our  venerable  institu¬ 
tions,  among  the  novelties  and  the  vices  of  border  life,  sometimes 
leads  to  quick  and  sharp  decisions,  which  among  us  wrould  seem  to 
be  unmasonic.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  many  instances 
these  decisions  have  been  made  in  the  interest  of  good  order,  virtue 
and  morality,  and  in  a  hand-to-hand  struggle  with  rough,  brawling 
immorality.  These  Grand  Lodges  sometimes  startle  us  by  innova¬ 
tions  which  press  hard  upon  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  they  convince 
us  that  they  understand  its  spirit,  by  making  every  Lodgeroom  the 
safe  shelter  of  morality,  charity  and  Brotherly  love. 

Our  Grand  Lodge  is  always  spoken  of  in  terms  of  high  regard, 
and  as  a  Masonic  exe7nplar.  Our  Temple  is  admitted  to  be  the 
grandest  Masonic  edifice  of  modern  times.  Thousands  of  our 
Brethren  from  other  jurisdictions  have  already  done  us  the  honor  to 
visit  our  new  home,  and  we  will  gladly  welcome  within  its  portals 
all  who  look  to  the  East  for  Light  and  Wisdom. 

The  reading-room  will  hereafter  contain  all  of  the  published  pro¬ 
ceedings  referred  to  in  these  reports;  we  can  assure  the  Brethren 
that  a  perusal  of  those  volumes  will  enlarge  their  Masonic  horizon, 
and  will  convince  the  reader  of  the  sincerity,  devotion,  skill  and 
learning  of  the  Fraternity  throughout  the  world. 

Recent  intelligence  convinces  us  that  the  difference  between  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Canada'  and  of  Quebec  will,  at  an  early  day,  be 
adjusted  upon  an  honorable  basis. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  DECHERT, 

Chairman. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE. 


It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  the  Right  Wor¬ 
shipful  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  past  year,  have  been  so  long  delayed  in  their  , 
publication. 

It  is  due  to  the  brethren,  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  an  explanation 
should  be  made  for  this  delay. 

Circumstances  over  which  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Brother 
Alfred  R.  Potter,  had  no  control,  combined,  at  a  time  most  unexpected  and 
unfortunate,  to  prevent  the  preparation  in  full,  of  all  the  material  usually  inserted 
in  the  printed  Proceedings. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  John  Thomson,  felt  the 
effect^  of  this  untoward  state  of  things,  but  it  was  beyond  his  power  to  mitigate 
what  was  inexorable. 

The  brethren  will  observe  that  very  much  has  been  omitted  in  these  Proceed¬ 
ings  which  has  heretofore  been  published.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  that  the  published  Proceedings  for  the  current  year,  will,  when 
presented  to  the  Craft,  in  some  degree  supply  present  deficiencies. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodges  of  other  Jurisdictions  it  is  eminently 
proper  to  make  a  word  of  explanation  for  the  absence  of  the  full  text  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

The  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  all  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Bodies  with 
which  this  Grand  Lodge  is  in  correspondence  have  been  received,  and  placed  in 
the  Temple  Library  for  the  use  of  the  brethren. 

The  report  of  this  Committee  for  the  year  1874,  A.L.  5874,  will  prove,  when 
published  if  any  assurances  on  the  part  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  necessary,  how 
much  true  Masonic  satisfaction  is  felt  on  the  reception  of  these  annual  tributes 
of  their  fraternal  regard  and  esteem. 

It  was  the  expectation  up  to  a  late  moment,  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  would  be  printed,  but  in  this  too  disappointment  subordinated 
both  hopes  and  wishes.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  deeply  regrets  the 
omission  of  his  salutations  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  other  Jurisdictions. 

Masonic  Temple,  w 

Philadelphia,  July  25,  1874,  A.L.  5874. 
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